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ADVENTURES 
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Roderick Random. © 


Et genus & virtus, niſi cum re, vilior alga eſt. 
| | HoR. 
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IN TWO VOLUMES. 


VOL. II. 


THE FoukTa EDITION. 


2 


mn UB I-42 


Printed. and Sold by RIS HARD Jang 8, at 
Newton's Head, in Dame- Street. 


MDCCLV. 


ON IP 

RODERICK RANDOM, 

In a Letter from a Gn at Twick- 
ENHAM, to his Friend in LoxpON. 


Dear SIR, - 


A 5 I have long held all Novel and Romance to be 
A no other than the Centaurs and Chimeras of an 
extravagant Imagination; I was ſcarce perſuaded to 
caſt an Eye on your darling Roderick Random: How= 
ever, your Importunity at laſt prevailed, and, favoured 
by an idle Hour, conducted me through ſeveral Scenes 
of human Life, all delightfully natural, intereſting, 
and entertaining. | 

Where the Sentiment 1s FW EY in Truth, I am 
by no Means an Enemy to Fable; which then ſerves 
as an agreeable Medium, to convey the Light of Nature 
to the Soul. 

Through the ordinary Occurrences of Life, we 
ſeldom meet with any Thing that affects, or ſurprizes; 
and even on theſe rare Occaſions there are few who 
reflect with Delicacy, or permit the due Impreſſion to 
dwell on their Minds, 


Here 
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Here then the Author may agreeably interpoſe, and 
fupply what is deficient in the Object or the Obſer- 
ver. He may imagine or collect a Number of choice 
Incidents, that may at any Time have happened 
through the infinite Variety of human Affairs; theſe 
he may connect and diſpoſe to an eaſy and natural 
Order. He may thereupon form due Inferences and 
inſtructive Reflections; and by uniting the whole in 
a tew perſonated Characters, may convey, to every 
ſeparate Reader, the Improvement and 8 of 
ſcveral Ages. 

It is thus alone, that, whatever is . or dilguft- 
ful in mere Precept, acquires a pleaſing Light and In- 
fluence ; Morality approaches as a. Friend, that is 
embodied and animated to our Senſes; and we not 
only hear, but ſee and feel the Truth of Things. 

This Method hath been authorized from the earlieſt 
Times, in the Example of the famed Æſep, and a 
few Others: But its beſt Precedent and Sanction is 
derived from the ſeveral Parables, divinely affecting, 
throughout the old and new Teſtament. 

To compaſs any Thing conſiderable in this Way, 
it is not ſufficient to have a Brain, like the Mud of 
Nile, productive of monſtrous Births, and half formed 
Conceptions: Your Knights-adventurer at the Pen, 
are ever Knight-errant from Reaſon and common 
Senſe. A Fancy that takes Judgment by the Hand, 
an extenſive Experience of Men, Manners and Mis- 
fortunes, a Humour native and peculiar, a clear Head, 
are requiſite; and above all a feeling Heart, that com- 
prehends the full Senſe of that Line of Virgil, inex- 
preſſible by any other Language unt Lachry- 
me Rerum et Mentem Mortalia tangunt. 

ARM. The 


111 


The Criticks, who framed Laws for the Drama and 
Epic Poem, derived thoſe very Laws from the Excel- 
lencies of the Writers who had been eminent in that 
Way; and it is thus I acknowledge myſelf particu- 
larly indebted to your favourite Author, for this De- 
_ tail of Talents that are requiſite for Fable. 


We further learn from this Author, that Charac- 


ters of Vice may be made the moſt conducive to the 
Promotion of Virtue. For though Virtue is in her- 
ſelf abſolutely amiable and attractive, when placed 
in a proper Light, and remarked with due Attention; 
yet Vice can aſſume her Graces with ſo cunning a 


Mimickry, that the Detection muſt come from Eyes 
of uncommon Diſcernment. 


It is in this material Diſtinction that your Author 
is happy. He ſtrips Vice of all that ſerved to adorn 
or diſguiſe. He lifts her to the Light. He expoſes 
her native Deformity. He gives her Affectations to 
Ridicule, and her Allurements to Deteſtation. He 
places her in Oppoſition to her Adverſary ; and, by a 
Contraſt ſo evident, demonſtrates, that nothing is be- 
neficent, that nothing is defirable but Virtue. 

The Heads of moſt Writers, in forming their Cha- 
racters, teem an Offspring little different from fortem 
Gyam fortemgue Cloanthum, a Group of Figures alto- 
gether twinned, and only diſtinguiſhable by ſubſcrib- 
ing the Name. But this Author is peculiarly ſkilful 
at featuring his Progeny, at one Glance we know each 
from the other; and Bow/ing, Strap, and Morgan, 
though of equal Integrity, are as well noted as a Cour- 
tier from an honeſt Countryman. 

But what is truly moſt admirable in this ca is 
that Variety in which he diſhes up Virtue to the Ap- 
petite. Where he once fows the Principle pf Good- 


neſe 


_ . 


(iv) 

neſs in the Heart, the Fruit is correſpondent through 
an Infinity of 8 Productions. He renders it 
equally faſhionaÞle under all Manners, and equally 
eloquent in all Dialects. Hear it from the Mouth of 
his Tar ! and let Philoſophy liſten and learn 
(Says Bowling in his greateſt Diſtreſs) Life is a Voyage 
in which we muſt expect to mect with all Weathers ; 
Sometimes it is calm, ſometimes rough; a fair Gale fe 
ten ſucceeds a Storm ; the Wind does not always fit one 
Way, and Deſpair jignifies nothing; but Reſolution and 
Skill are better than a flout Veſſel : For why? becauſe 
they require no Carpenter, and grow fironger the more 
Labour they undergo. 

I ſhall conclude with remarking the Maſter-ſtroak 
of this Author in his Character of Strap, whom he 
purpoſely diveſts of every Talent and Accompliſh- 
ment, to ſhew how amiable Virtue is independent of 
all Addition. This indeed was a ſingular Atchieve- 
ment, whereby he feelingly inculcates this greateſt of 
Morals———- That the Heart is infinitely more efiima- 
ble than the Head, that one Draci'm of Goodneſs out. 
weighs a thouſand Pounds of Under flanaing. 


Jan, Sir, &c. 
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OF THE 5 
SECOND VOLUME. 
HAP. XXXVII. We depart for Europea miſun- 


| derſtanding ariſes between the captain and ſurgeon, 
through the candalous aſperſions of Crampley the 


) - 


. captain dies Crampley tyranizes over the ſurgeon, 
who falls a victim to his cruelty am alſo ill uſed 
3 the ſhip ſtrikes the behaviour of Crampley and the 


ſeamen on that occaſion—I get on ſhore, challenge 
the captain to ſingle combat am reaherouly 
knocked down, wounded and robbed. 

CHAP. XXXVHI. I get up, and crawl into a ih 
- where I am in*danger of periſhing through the fear of 
the country people—their inhumanity—I am ſuc- 

| coured by a reputed witch—her ſtory—her advice 

| fherecommends me as a valet to a ſingle lady, whoſe 

character the explains. p. 7 

CHAP. XXXIX. My reception by that lady—] become 
enamoured of Narcifſa—recount the particulars of 
my laſt misfortune—acquire the good opinion of my 

| - miſtreſs——an account of the young Squire I am 

made acquainted with more particulars of Narciſſa's 

fituation—concetve a mortal hatred againſt Sir Timo- 
thy—lI examine my lady's library and ꝓerformances.— 
der extravagant behaviour. | p. 17 

CHAP. XL. She is ſurprized at my leaming—commm- 

nicates her performances to me—l impart ſome of 
mine to her—am mortified at her faint prafſe—Nar- 

ciſſa approves of my'produttion—l gain an involun- 
tary conqueſt over the cook-wench and dairy- maid 
their mutual reſentment and inſinuations—the jealouſy 

of their lovers. ORE | D. 25 
a CHaAf. 
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CHAP. XII., Narciſſa being in danger from the bruta-. | | 


lity of S Timothy, is reſcued by me, who revenge 


my ſelf on my rival-Itleclare my paſſion, and retreat 
to the ſea ſide— I am ſurrounded by ſmugglers, and 


carried to r = find my uncle lieutenant Bowl- 
1 


ing, in great diſtreſs, and relieye him our conver- 
ſation. | 


P- 33: 
CHAP. XLII. He takes his paſſage in a cutter for Deal 


——we are accoſted by a prieſt, who proves to be a. 


. Scottiſhman—his profeſſions of friendfſhip—he is af- | 


fronted by the lieutenant, who afterwards appeaſes 


him by ſubmiſion—my uncle embarks—I am intra- 
_ duced by the prieſt to a capuchin, in whoſe company : 
I ſet out for Paris—the character of my fellow-travel- 
ler — an adventure on the road—I am ſhocked at his 


behaviour. p. 45: 


CHAP. XLIII. We lodge at a houſe near Amiens, 
where I am robbed by the capuchin, who eſcapes 
while Jam aſleep—I go to Noyons in ſearch of him, 


but without ſucceſs— I make my condition known. to. 


ſeveral people, but find no relief — I grow deſperate 
- join a company of ſoldiers—inliſt in the regiment of 
Picardy - we are ordered into Germany I find the fa- 
- tigues of the march almoſt tntolerable—quarrel with: 
my comrade in a'diipute upon politicks—he challenges 


me into the field, wounds and diſarms me. p. 54 


'THAP. XLIV. The Gaſcon does not uſe his victory 
wich all the moderation that might have been expected 
En order to be revenged I learn the ſcience of de- 
- fence—we join Mareſchal Duc de Noailles— are en- 

gaged with the allies at Dettingen, and put to flight 
- the: behaviour of the French ſoldiers on that occaſion 
EI induſtriouſſy ſeek another combat with. the old- 
Gaſcon, and vanquith him in my turn—our regiment: 


is put iHito winter-quarters-at Rheims, where I find my 


friend Strap our recognition —he ſupplies me with 
money, and procures my diſcharge - We take a trip to 
Paris; from whence we: ſet out for London by che way 


: of Flanders, where we ſafely arrive. p. 6 


g 52. 
1115 a CHAP, 


CONTENTS . ws 
— CHAP. XLV. I enquire about my uncle, and underſtand 4 
«| he is gone to ſea—take lodgings at Charing· croſs WM 
it 7} goto the play, where meet with an adventure—T go "vi 
« | to an ordinary; the gueſts deſcribed—become ac- MH 
— quainted with Medlar and doctor Wagtail. p. 77 il 
r= | CHAP. XLVI. Wagtail introduces me to a ſet of fine KB 
3: | gentlemen, with whom I ſpend the evening at a tavern 9 
1 Four converſation— the characters of my new com- "= 
a: | panions—the doCtor 1 is roaſted—the iſſue of our de- 1 
- bauch. p 95 Fi 
1 CHAP. XLVII. Strap communicates to me a con- . 
o- i queſt he has made on a chandler's widow finds 6 
y 73 Himſelf miſerably miſtaken———1 go to the opera $h 
[-. | ———admire Melinda——am cautioned by Ban- 'M 
us, | ter go to the Aſſembly at Hampſtead dance with 15 
- | that young lady—recelve an inſolent meſſage from 1 
s, Bragwell, whoſe mettle is ſoon cooled—am in favour. 1 
es. | with my miſtreſs, whom I viſit next day; and am bub- 'q 
Ng. bled out of eighteen guineas at cards—Strap triumphs: E 
to at my ſucceſs, but is aſtoniſhed at my expence - Banter 7 
— | comes to my lodging, is very ſarcaſtic at my expence, A | 
of and borrows five. guineas from me, as a proof of his 1 
fa- F friendſhip. p. 110 1 
ch: "CHAP. XLVIII. We repair to the coffee-houſs, where KH 
ges we overhear a curious diſpute between Wagtail and 1 
54. Mliedlar, which is referred to our deciſion the doc- 
dry tor gives us an account of his experiment - Medlar is 7 
ed: ' roaſted by Banter at the ordinary the old gentle- 1 
4e man's advice to me. P. 122 1 
en- CH AP. XLIX. I receive a challenge the conſequen- a 1 
— Ces of it the quarrel being made up, I am put in ar- 1 
oon reſt, by the care and affection of Strap but immedi- 'S 
old: | ately releaſed upon explaining my affair the behavi- '% 
ent: | our of Mr. O Regan and his two friends —T viſit Me- 4 
my. | linda, whom 1 divert with an account of the duel—I 1 
ith; propoſe marriege —Iup refers the matter to her mother, 7 
to of whom I mike a ſolemn demand of her daughter 1 
day the old lady, behaviour ys am A ee their 1 
62. 93 7 Pp 128 4 
1 HAP. 1 


— —— 


— . , ‚ oe 0025 INI > 
o 


2 I N 
— rr en  RnnN r 


— — one — 
„ N 


il 9 
|. 
#1 

b 

8 


C 


w 4 OE = 6 mm 
— — 


—— — — 


0 25 — {> v — 
— Rn. AAS wo mg ins — — - non > oat nic ce 
. 


0 
j | CHAP. LII. I attempt to recover my watch and jewel,. 
' 


CONTENTS. 


CHAP. L. I long to be revenged on Melinda=apply 


to Banter for his aſſiſtance —he contrives a ſcheme for 


that purpoſe, which is put in execution with great 


ſucceſs— I make an attempt om the heart of Miſs Gripe- 
well, but am diſappointed—I grow melancholy at my 
diſappointment, and have recourſe to. the bottle—re- 


cCeive a billet doux—am raviſhed with the contents 
find myſelf involved in an intrigue, which I imagined 


would make my fortune—am confounded at my miſtake 
which baniſhes all thoughts of matrimony. p. 139 


HAP. LI. I cultivate an acquaintance with two no- 


blemen—am introduced to Earl Strutwell—his kind 


promiſe and invitation—the behaviour of his porter 
he receives me with an appearance of 


and lackey — 

uncommon affection— undertakes to ſpeak in my be- 
half to the miniſter informs me of his ſucceſs, and 
wiſhes me joy introduces a converſation about Petro- 
nius Arbiter— falls in love with my watch, which I 
preſs upon him—I make a prefent of a diamond ring: 
to Lord Straddle—impart my good fortune to Strap, 
and Banter who diſabuſes me, to my utter mortifica- 
tion. 55 p. 153 


but to no purpoſe - reſolve to revenge myſelf on Strut- 
well by my importunity am reduced to my laſt gui- 
nea - obliged to inform Strap of my neceſſity, who is 
almoſt diſtracted with the news- but nevertheleſs ob- 
liged to pawn my beſt ſword for preſent ſubſiſtence 
that ſmall ſupply being near exhauſted, I am almoſt 
ſtupified with my misfortunes—go to the gaming ta- 


ble, by the advice of Banter, and come off with unex- 


pected ſucceſs—Strap's extaſy— Mrs. Gawkey waits 


upon me, profeſſes remorſe for her perfidy, and im- 


plores my afliſtance—I do myſelf a piece of juſtice by 
her means, and afterwards reconcile her to her father. 


= :” | p. 164 
CHAP. LIII. I purchaſe new cloaths—reprimand Strut- 


well and Straddle—Banter propoſes another matrimo- 
nial ſcheme I accept of his terms — ſet out for Bath 
| I 
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ins ſtage-coach, with the young lady and her mother 


— the behaviour of an officer and lawyer our fel- 
low travellers, deſcribed—a ſmart dialogue between 
my miſtreſs and the captain. p. 176 


CHAP. LIV. Day breaking I have the pleaſure of view- 


ing the perſon of Miſs Snapper, whom I had nat ſeen 
before—the ſoldier is witty upon me is offended, 


talks much of his valour—is reprimanded by a grave 


gentlewoman—we are alarmed with the cry of high- 
waymen—Tl get out of the coach, and ſtand on my de- 
fence—they ride off without having attacked us——I 
purſue them—one of them is thrown from his horſe 
and taken I return to the coach—am complimented 
by Miſs Snapper—the captain's behaviour on this 
occaſion the prude reproaches me in a ſoliloquy,—T 


upbraid her in the ſame manner—the behaviour of 


Mrs. Snapper at breakfaſt, diſobliges me the lawyer 


is witty upon the officer, who threatens him. p. 184 


CHAP. LV. Ireſolve to ingratiate myſelf with the mo- 


ther, and am favoured my accident the preciſe lad 


finds her huſband, and quits the coach the captain is 


diſappointed of his dinner we arrive at Bath I ac- 
company Miſs Snapper to the long- room, where ſhe is 
attacked by beau N—h, and turns the laugh againſt 
him—1 make love to her and receive a check I ſquire 
her to an aſſembly, where I am bleſt with a fight of 
my dear Narciſſa, which diſcompoſes me ſo much, 
that Miſs Snapper obſerving my diſorder, is at pains to 
diſcover the cauſe—1s piqued at the occaſion, and in 


our way home, pays me a ſarcaſtic compliment—ani 
met by Miſs Williams, who is maid and confident of 


Narcifſa—ſhe acquaints me with her lady's regard for 
me while under the diſguiſe of a ſervant, and deſcribes 
the tranſports of Narciſſa on ſeeing me at the aſſembly 


in the character of a gentleman—I am ſurprized with 


an account of her aunt's marriage, and make an ap- 
pointment to meet Miis Williams next day. p. 124 


CHAP. LVI. I become acquainted with Narciſſa's 
brother, who invites me to his houſe—where I am 


introduced 
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introduced to thatadorable creature—after dinner, 
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C H K E. XXXVII. 


We: depart far Europe e ng 
ariſes between the captain and ſurgeon, through 
the ſcandalous aſperfions of Crampley——the 
captain dies Crampley tyrannixes over the 
Surgeon, who falls a victim to his cruelty 
J am alſe ill uſed——the ſhip ſtrikes the 
behaviour of Crampley and the ſeamen on thas 
occafion,—T get on ſhore, challenge the captain ts 
Jingle combat ——am treacherouſly knocked dun, 


arries wounded and robbed. 
; OWN 


7 


OW that I could return to my native country in 
a creditable way, I felt exceſlive pleaſure in 
knding myſelf out of ſight of that fatal iſland, which 
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has been the grave of fo many Europeans; and as 1 
was accommodated with every thing to render the 
paſſage agreeable, I reſolved to enjoy tnyſelf as much 
às the inſolence of Crampley w6uld permit. This 
inſidious ſlanderer had found means already to cauſe 
a miſunderſtanding between the ſurgeon and captain, 
vho by his age and infirmities was rendered intolera- 
. bly peeviſh, his diſpoſition having alſo been rogers 
by a long courſe of diſappointments, and had a 

'cular-averſion to all young men, eſpecially to rt nt, 


whom he conſidered as unneceſſary animals on board 


of a ſhip. In conſequence of theſe ſentiments, 
he never conſulted the doctor, notwithſtanding his 


being ſeized with a violent fu of the gout and-gravel, 
but applied to a caſk-of Holland-gin, which was his 
{overeign preſcription "againſt all diſtempers : But 
whether he was at this time too ſparing, or took an 
overdoſe of his eordial; certain it is, he departed in 
the night, without any ceremony, which indeed was 
a thing he always deſpiſed, .and was found ſtiff, next 
morning, to the no ſmall ſatisfaction of Crampley, 
who ſucceeced to the command of the veſſel. : 
For that very reaſon, Mr. Tomlins and J had no cauſe |! 
to rejoice at this event, fearing that the tyranny of 
our new commander would now be as unlimited as 
His power. The firſt day of his command juſti- 
fied our apprehenſion; For on pretence that the decks | 
were too much crowded, he ordered the ſurgeon's | 
Hen-coops, with all his fowls, to be thrown over- 
poard; and at the ſame time, prohibited him and me 
from appearing on the quarter-deck. My. Tomfins 
could not help complaining vf theſe injuries, and in 
the courſe of his expoſtulation dropped ſome, haſty 
words, of which e taking hold, confined 
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Him to his cabbin, where, in a few days, for want of 
air, he was attacked by a fever, which ſoon put an 
end to his life, after having made his will, by which 
he bequeathed all his eſtate, perſonal and real, to his 
ſiſter, and lest 
: Femembrances of his friendſhip. 
ted with grief on this melancholy occaſion! the more 
: becauſe there was no body on board, to whom I could 


to me his watch and Inſtruments, as 
J was penetra- 


communicate my griefs, or of whom I could recejve 
the leaſt conſolation or advice. Crampley was 
ſo far from diſcovering the leaſt remarfsfor his bar- 


barity, at the news of the ſurgeon's death, that he 


inſulted his memory in the moſt abuſive manner, and 
affirmed ,he had poiſoned himſelf out of pure fear, 
dreading to be brought to a court-martial for mutiny ; 
*for which reaſon, he would not ſuffer the ſervice of 
the dead to be read over his body before i it was thrown 


Over board. 


Nothing but a hands deliverance could have w- 
ported me under the brutal ſway of this baſnaw; who 
to render my life the more irkſome, ſignified to my 
meſs-mates, a deſire that I ſhould be expelled from 

their ſociety. This was no ſooner hinted, 
than they granted his requeſt; and I was fain to eat 
in a ſolitary manner by myſelf during the reſt of the 

paſſage, which however ſoon drew to a periods. 

We had been ſeven weeks at ſea, when the gunner 

told the captain, that by hisreckoning we mult be in 
ſoundings, and deſired he would order the lead to he 
beaved⸗ Crampley ſwore, he did not know how 
to keep the ſhip's way, for we were not within a hun- 
dred leagues of ſoundings, and therefore he would 
not give himſelf the trouble to caſt the lead. 
Accordingly, we continued our courſe all that after: 
| B 2 BOON 
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*noon and night, without ſhortening fail, although the 
- gunner pretended to diſcover Scilly light; and next 
morning proteſted in form againſt the captain's con 


duct: for which he was put in confinement. 
We diſcovered no land all that day, and Crampley 
was ſtill ſo infatuated as to neglect ſounding : But at 
three o'clock in the morning, the ſhip ſtruck, and re- 
mained faſt on a ſand bank. This accident alarmed | 
the whole crew; the boat was immediately hoiſted out, 
but as we could not diſcern which way the ſhore lay, 
ve were obliged to wait for day-light. In the mean 
time, the wind increaſed, and the weaves beat againſt 
the ſloop: with ſuch violence, that we expected ſhe 
would have gone to pieces. The gunner Was releaſed 
and conſulted : He adviſed the captain to cut away the 
maſt, in order to lighten her; this was performed 
without ſucceſs : The ſailors ſeeing things in a deſpe- 
rate ſituation, - according to cuſtom, broke up the 
cheſts belonging to the officers, dreſſed themſelves in 
their cloaths, drank their liquors without ceremony; 
and drunkenneſs, tumult, and confuſion enſued, —— 
In the midft of this uproar, I went below to ſecure 
my own effects; and found the carpenter's mate hew- 
ing down the purſer's cabbin with his hatchet, whiſt- . þ 
+ ling all the while, with great compoſure, When 1 
- aſked his intention in ſo doing, he replied very calm- 
1y, only want to taſte the purſer's rum, that's all, 
© maſter.'—— At that inſtant the purſer coming 
down, and ſeeing his effects going to wreck, com- 
plained bitterly of the injuſtice done to him, and aſked 
the fellow what occaſion he had for liquor, when in 
all likelihood he would be in eternity in a few minutes, 
* All's one for that, (ſaid the plunderer) let us hve 
6 en. we can.. Miſerable wretch thou art! 


(cried | 
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« (cried the purſer) what muſt be thy lot in the other 


« world, if thou dieſt in the commiſſion of robbery ?? 
« — — Why, hell, I ſuppoſe, (replied the other, with 
great deliberation),' while the purſer fell on his 
knees and begged of heaven that we might not all 


periſh for the fake of one Jonas ——During this dia- 
logue I cloathed myſelf in my beſt apparel, gitded on 


my hanger, ſtuck my piſtols loaded in my belt, diſ- 


poſed of all my valuable moveables about my perſon, 


and came upon deck, with a reſolution of taking the 
firſt opportunity to get on ſhore, which, when the 
day broke, appeared at the diſtance of three miles 
a-head. —— Crampley finding his efforts to get the ſhip 
off ineffectual, determined to conſult his own ſafety, 


by going into the boat, which he had no ſooner dene, 


than the ſhip's company followed ſo faſt, that ſhe 
would have ſunk along-ſide, had not ſome one wiſer 
than the reſt cut the rope and put off. \Jutbefore 


this happened, I had made ſeveral attempts to get in, 


and was always baulked by the captain, who was fo 


eager for excluding me, that he did not mind the en- 
deavours of any other body. 


—Enraged at this in- 
human partiality, and ſeeing the rope cut, I pulled 
one of my piſtols from my belt, and cocking it, ſwore 
I would ſhoot any man who ſhould preſume to ob- 


ſtruct my entrance. So ſaying, I leaped with my full 


exertion, and got on board the boat with the loſs 
of the ſkin off ane of my ſhins. J chanced in my 
deſcent to overturn Crampley, who no ſooner got up 
than he ſtruck at me ſeveral times with a cutlaſs, and 


ordered the men to throw me overboard ; but they 


were too anxious about their own ſafety to mind 
what he ſaid. —— Though the boat was very deeply 
loaded, and the ſea terribly high, we made ſhift to 
| ; B 3 | get 
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get upon dry land in leſs than an hour after we parted: 
from the ſloop. —As ſoon as I ſet foot on terra firma, 
my indignation, which had boiled ſo long within me, 
broke out againſt Crampley, whom I immediately 
challenged to ſingle combat, preſenting my piſtols, 
that he might take his choice: He took one without 
nan, and before I could cock the other, fired in 

ny face, throwing the piſtol after the ſhot. ——1 felt 
myſelf ſtunned, and i imagining the bullet had entered 
my brain, diſcharged mine as quick as poſſible, that 
I might not die unrevenged ; then flying upon my 
antagoniſt, knocked out ſeveral of his fore-teeth 
With the butt-end of the piece ; and would certainly 
haye made an end of him with that inſtrument, had 
| he not diſengaged himſelf, and ſeized his cutlaſs, 
which he had given to his ſervant when he received 
the piſtol. Seeing him armed in this manner, I drew 
my hanger, and having flung my piftol at his head, 
cloſed with him in a tranſport of fury, and thruſt 
my weapon into his mouth, which it enlarged on one 
fide to his car. Whether the ſmart of this wound: 
diſconcerted him, or the unevenneſs of the ground: 
made him reel, I know not, but he ſtaggered ſome 
paces back: I followed cloſe, and with one ſtroke cut 
the tendons of the back of his hand, upon which, 
his cutlaſs dropt, and he remained defenceleſs. 
I know not with what cruelty my rage might have | in- 
ſpired me, if I had not at that inſtant, been felled to 
the ground by a blow on the back part of my head, 
which deprived me of all ſenſation. When I re- 
ceived the uſe of my underftanding, I found myſelf 
alone in a deſolate place, ſtript of my cloaths, money, 
Watch, buckles, and every thing but my ſhoes, ſtock- 
ings, breeches, and ſnirt.— What a diſcovery muſt 
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this be to me, who but an hour before, was worth 
ſixty guineas in caſh! I curſed the hour of my birth, 
the parents that gave me being, the ſea that did not 
ſwallow me up, the poignard of the enemy, which 
could not find the way to my<heart, the villainy of 
thoſe who had leſt me. in that miſerable condition, 


and in the exſtacy of<deſfair, reſolved to lie ſtill 
where I was and periſh. 


CHAP. XXXVIIL 


IJ get up, and crawl into a barn, where-T am in dans 
ger of periſhing thro' the fear of the country peo- 
ple their inbumanity 1 am ſuccoured by 
à reputed witch her flory ——her aduice 

Hoe recommends me as @ valet to 2 ſingle lady, 
: ae character. be explains. 


UT as I lay ruminating, my paſſion inſenſibly . 
abated; I conſidered my fituation in quite an- 

other light from that in which it appeared to. me at 
firſt, and the reſult of my deliberation was to get up 
if I could, and crawl to the next inhabited place for 
aſſiſtance. With ſome difficulty I got upon. my 


legs, and having examined my body, found I had re- 


ceived no other injury than two large contuſed 


wounds, one on the fore and another on the hinder 


part of my head; which ſeemed to be occaſioned by 
the ſame weapon namely, the butt-cnd of a piſtol.” 


B 4 I looked 
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I looked towards the ſea, but could diſcern no remains 
of the ſhip; which made me conclude ſhe had gone 
to pieces, and that thoſe who remained in her had pe- 
Tiſhed : but, as I afterwards learned, the gunner, who, 
had more ſagacity than Crampley, obſerving that it 
was flood when we left her, and that ſhe would pe- 
bly float at high-water, made no noiſe about getting 
on ſhore, but continued on deck, in hopes of bring- 
ing her ſafe into ſome harbour, after the commander 
had deſerted her, for which he expected, no doubt, 
to be handſomely rewarded —— This he accordingly 
performed, and was promiſed great things by the ad- 
miralty for ſaving his Majeſtty's ſhip ; but I never 
heard he reaped the fruits of his expectation. As 
for my own part, I directed my courſe towards a ſmall 
cottage I perceived, and i in the road picked up a ſea- 
man's old jacket, which I ſuppoſe the thief who dre(-. 
ſed himſelf in my cloaths, had thrown away; this was 
a very comfortable acquiſition ta me, who was almoſt 
fliff with cold: I therefore put it on, and as my na- 
tural heat revived, my wounds, which had leſt off 
bleeding, burſt out afreſh ; ſo that finding myſelf ex- 
ceſſively exhauſted, I was about to lie down in the 
fields, when I diſcovered a barn on my left hand, 
within a few yards of me; thither I made ſhift to ſtag» 
ger, and finding the Door open went in, but ſaw no 
body; upon which I threw myſelf upon a truſs of 
firaw, hoping to be ſoon relieved by ſome perſon or 
other. Thad not lain here many minutes, when 
1 faw a countryman come in with a pitch-fork in his 
hand, which he was upon the Þoint of thruſting i into 
the ſtraw that concealed me, and in all probability 
wauld have done my buſineſs, had I not uttered a 


Creadful g70an, after having efſayed i in vain to ſpeak. 
| | —Thiz 
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his melancholy note alarmed the clown, who 
ſtarted back, and diſcovering a body all beſmeared 
' with blood, ſtood trembling, with the pitch-fork ex- 


tended before him, his hair erect, his eyes ſtaring, 


his noftrils dilated, and his mouth wide open. At 


another time, I ſhould have been much diverted with 
this figure, which preſerved the ſame attitude very | 


near a quarter.of an hour, during which time I made 
many unſucceſsful efforts to implore his compaſſion 
and aſſiſtance ; but my tongue failed me, and my lan- 
guage was only a.repetition of . groans: At length 
an old man arrived, who ſeeing the other in ſuch a 
poſture, cried, * Mercy upon en !. the leaad's be- 
< witch'd! why, Dick, beeſt thou beſay'd thy- 
© ſelf Dick without moving his eyes from the ob- 
ject that terrified him, replied, © O vather! vather! here 
be either the devil or a dead mon: I doant know: 
& which. o'en, but a groans woundily.'— The father, 
whoſe eye-light was none of the beſt, pulled out his 
ſpectacles, and having applied them to his noſe, re- 
connoitred me over his ſon's ſhoulder: But no ſooner 
did he behold me, than he was ſeized with a fit of 
ſhaking, even more violent than Diek's, and with a 
broken accent addreſſed me thus: © In the name of 
the Vather, Zun, and Holy Ghoſt, I charge you 
an you been Satan to begone to the Red-Zea; but 
an you be a moordered mon, ſpeak,. that you: may 
© have a criſtom burial.'——As I was not in a cond: - 
tion to ſatisfy him in this particular, he repeated his 
conjuration to no purpoſe ; and they continued a good 
while in the agonies of fear ——At length the father 
propoſed, that the ſon. ſhould draw nearer and take a 
more diſtin view of the apparition: but Dick was 
of opinion that his father ſhould advance firſt, as be- 
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ing an old man paſt his labour, and if he received 
any miſchief, the loſs would be the ſmaller ; whereas 
Be himſelf might eſcape, and be uſeful in his gene- 
ration. This prudential reaſon had no effect upon 
the ſenior, who till kept Dick between me and him. 


In the mean time J endeavoured to raiſe one hand 
as a ſignal of diſtreſs, but had only ſtrength ſufficient: 


to cauſe a ruſtling among the ſaw, which diſcom-. 
poſed the young peaſant ſo much, that he ſprung out 
at the door, and overthrew his father in his flight. — 
The old gentleman would not ſpend time in getting 
up, but crawled backwards like a crab, with great 
fpeed, till he had got over the. threſhold, mumbling 
exorciſms all the Way. ——] was. exceedingly morti- 
fed to find myſelf in danger of periſhing through the. 


...- Ignorance and cowardice of theſe clowns ; and felt 
my ſpirits decay apace, when an old woman entered: 


the barn, followed by the two fugitives, and with. 
great intrepidity advanced to the place where I lay, 
ſaying, If it be the devil I fearen not, and for a 
dead mon a can do us no harm. When ſhe ſaw 
my condition, ſhe cried, Here be no devil, but in. 
« youren fool's head. ——Here be a poor miſerable. 
© wretch, bleeding to death, and if he dies, we muſt 

be at the charge of burying- him; therefore Dick, 
go vetch the old wheel-barrow and puten in, and. 
carry him to good-man Hodge's back-door, he is 
more cable than we to lay out money upon poor 
*- yagrants,” Her advice was taken, and imme 
diately put in execution: I was rolled to the other 
farmer's door, where I was tumbled out like a heap of 
dung; and would certainly have fallen a prey to the 
hogs, if my groans had not diſturbed the family, and. 
brought ſome of them out to view my ſituation. But. 
. Hodge. 
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| * reſembled the Jew more than the good Samagi- 


tan, and ordered me to be carried to the houſe of the 
parſon, whoſe buſineſs it was to practice as well as to 


; preach charity: obſerving that it was ſufficient for him 


to pay | his quora toward, the- maintainance of the poor 
belonging t to his own pariſh. —When 1, was ſet down 
at the vicar's gate, he fell into 3 mighty paſſion, and 
threatened to excommupicate him who ſent as well as 
thoſe: who brought me, unleis they would maye me 
immediately to another place. — About this. time 1 
fainted with the fatigue I had undergone, andafter- 
wards underſtood. that I was bandied from door, to 
door through, a whole village, no body haying huma- 
nity enough to adminiſter the leaſt relief to me, until 
an old woman, Who was ſuſpected of witchcraft by 
the neighbourhood, hearing, of my diſtreſs, received 
me into her houſe, and having dreſſed my wounds, 
brought me to myſelf with cordials of her own pre- 


Pparing.—I was treated with great care and tenderneſs 


by thisgrave, matron, who, after 1 had recovered. 4 


diſaſter. 8 piece of ſatisfaction 1 —_ — re- 
fuſe to one ho had faved my liſe, therefore related 
all my adventures without. exaggeration. gr reſerve. 
She ſeemed, ſurpriſed - at the viciſſitudes I had under- 
gone, and drew a, happy preſage of my future life, 
from my paſt lufferings, then launched out into the 


praiſe of adverſity with ſo much ardour and good 
ſenſe, that I concluded ſhe was a perſon, who had 


ſeen better days, and conceived a longing deſire to 


hear her ſtory. —— She perceiyed my drift by ſame 
words I dropped, and ſmiling, told me, there was no- 

thing either entertaining or extraordinary in the courſe: 
* her fortune; but however, ſhe. would communi- 


cate 


The Adventures of 
cate it to me, in conſideration of the confidence I had 
repoſed in her.“ It is of little conſequence (fail 
© the) to tell the names of my parents, who are dead 
many years ago: let it ſuffice to aſſure you, they 
were wealthy, and had no other child than me; ſo 
that I was looked upon as heireſs to a conſiderable 
8 eſtate, and teized with addreffes on that account. 
Among the number of my admirers, there was a 
young gentleman of no fortune, whoſe ſole depeh- 
© dence was on his promotion in the army, in which 
at that time he bore a lieutenant's commiſſion, —— 
I conceived an affection for this amiable officer, 
© which in à ſhort time encreaſed to a violent paſſion, 
© and, without entering into minute circumſtances,. 
© married him privately.— — We had not enjoyed one 
another long, in ſtolen interviews, when he was 
ordered with his regiment to Flanders; but before- 
he ſet out, it was agreed between us, that he ſhould 
declare our marriage to my father by letter, and im- 
plore his pardon for the ſtep we had taken without 
his approbation.—— This was done while I was a- 
broad viſiting, and juſt as I was about to return 
home, I received a letter from my father, import- 
ing, that ſince I had acted ſo undutifully and mean- 
"4 ly, as to marry a beggar, without his privity or con- 
+ ſent, to the difgrace of his family, as well as the 
+ diſappointment of his hopes, he renounced me to 
© the miſerable fate T had entailed upon myſelf, and 
charged me never to ſet foot within his doors again. 
Ibis rigid ſentence was confirmed by my mo- 
ther, who, in a poſtſcript, gave me to underſtand 
© that her ſentiments were exactly conformable: to 
'<: thoſe of my father, and that J might fave myſelf 
6 < the trouble of _— any applications; for her re- 
| * ſolution 


4 


mnt 
h 
is 
* 
57 
54k 
it 
* 
” 
1 
: 
N 
is 
. 
f 
: 
ji 
. 
: 
11 
5 
4+ 
it 
r 
| 
G *£$1 
: : 
iy 
it 
= 
; 


_ 


—.— — — oy oor p22 ys = - — 
— ro now es 
- wy 
— „ wato A VER > 7 9 _ — — ex — — 
— 2 1 PEP Ys Op — —— 


Pn 
- NIE — 
r 
* 8 


RopkRICk RANDOM. 14 
e ſolution was unalterable ——Thunder-ſtruck 'with 
my evil fortune, I called a coach and drove to m 
« huſband's lodgings, where I found him waiting the 
event of his letter. Though he could eaſily di- 
© vine by my. looks, the iſſue of his declaration, he 
© read with great ſteadineſs the epiſtle I had received; 
and with a ſmile full of tenderneſs, which I ſhall 
© never forget, embraced me, ſaving, I believe the 
© good lady your mother might have ſpared herſelf the 
© trouble of the laſt part of her poſtſeript.—Well, my 
© dear Betty, you muſt lay aſide all thoughts of @ coach, 
© wil] I can pracure the command of a regiment .—This | 
< unconcerned behaviour, while it enabled me to 
C ſupport my reverſe of fortune, at the ſame time 
© endeared him to me the more, by convincing me of 
© his difintereſted views in eſpouſing me.———T was 
© next day boarded in company with the wife of an- 
„ other officer, who had long been friend and confi- 
dent of my huſband, at a village not far fron Lon- 
„don, where they parted with us in the moſt melt- 
© ing manner, went to Flanders, and were killed in f 
_ © ſight of one another at the Battle of the Wood. 
Why ſhould I tire you with a deſeription of our un- 
© utterable ſorrow at the fatal news of this event, the 
© remembrance of which now fills my aged eyes with 
© tears! When our grief ſubſided a little, and reflec- 
tion came to our aid, we found ourſelves deſerted 
1 the whole world, and in danger of periſhing for 
4 want: whereupon we made application for the pen- 
+ ſion, and were put upon the lift. Then vowing 
eternal friendſhip, fold our jewels and ſupeflnous 
„ cloaths, retired to this place (which is 1n the Coun- 
© ty of Suſſex) bought this little houſe, where we 
lived many years in a ſolitary manner, Oe 
* | dur 
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TY 
gur CRE Fa 'till it pleaſed heaven -to. call 
* away my companion, two years ago; fince which 


time. I have lingered out an unhappy being, in hopes 


« of a ſpeedy diſſolution, when I promiſe myſelf the 
eternal reward of all my cares———In the mean 
© time, (continued ſhe) I muſt inform you of the cha- 
c racer I bear among my neighbours, Ay con- 
© yerſation being different from that of the inhabi- 
« tants of the village, my recluſe way of life, my 


© ſkill in curing diſtempers, which I acquired from 
© books ſince J ſettled here, and laſtly, my age, have- 


made the common people look upon me as ſome- 


72 thing preternatural, and I am actually: at this hour 


© believed to be a witch. The parſon of the pariſh, 


© whoſe acquaintance I have not been at much pains: 
© to cultivate, taking umbrage at my ſuppoſed dilre-- 
© ſpect, has contributed not a little towards, the con- 
© firmation of this opinion, by dropping certain hints : 


© to my prejudice, among the vulgar, who are alſo 


© very much ſcandalized at my entertaining this poor 
tabby cat with the collar about her neck, which was. 


© a favourite of my deceaſed companion. 
The whole behaviour, of this yenerable perſon, 


was ſo primitive, innocent, ſenſi ble, and humane, that 


1 contracted a filial reſpect for her, and begged her 


advice with regard to my future conduct, as ſoon a8 


T was in a condition to act for myſelf. ——She diſuad- 


ed me from a deſign I had formed of travelling to 
London in hopes of retrieving my cloaths and pas, 
by returning to my ſhip, which by this time, I read 
in a news- paper, was ſafely arrived in the riy er 

Thames: * Becauſe (ſaid ſhe) you run the hazard of 4 
© being treated not only as a deſerter, in quitting the 
« ſloop, but allo as a mutincer in in aſſaulting your com- 
4 © manding 
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_ © after the purſuit of knowledge, that ſhe: 
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© manding officer, to the malice of whoſe revenge 
© you will be moreover expoſed. She then pro- 


miſed to recommend me as a ſervant to a ſingle lady 


of her acquaintance, who lived in the neighbour- 


hood with her nephew, who was a young fox-hunter 
of great fortune, where I might be very happy, pro- 
vided I could bear with the diſpoſition and manners 
of my miſtreſs, which were ſomewhat whimſical and 
particular. But above all things, ſhe counſelled 
me to conceal my ſtory, the knowledge of whiclr 
would effeQtually poiſon my- entertainment: for 
it was a maxim amongſt moſt people of condition, that 
no gentleman in diſtreſs ought to be admitted into a 
family, as a domeſtick, left he become proud, lazy, 
and infolent.—I-was fain to embrace this humble - 
poſal, becauſe my affairs were deſperate; and in a fe 
days was hired by this lady, to ſerve 4n quality of mY 
footman ; being reprſented by my hoſteſs, as a young 
man, who having been ſent to ſea by his relations } 
againſt his inclinations, was ſhipwrecked and robbed; 
which had encreaſed his diſguſt to that way of life | 
fo much, that he rather choſe to go to ſervice on ſhore 
than enter himſelf on board of any other ſhip? 
—— Before I took poſſeſſion of my new place, the 
gave me a ſketch of my miſtreſs's character, thar I 
might know better how. to regulate my conduct. 
© Your lady (ſaid ſhe) is a maiden of forty yearg,” not 
©. ſo remarkable for her beauty as her learniſig and 
© taſte, which is famous all over the countr — 
Indeed ſhe is a perfect female vir tust, an 


# io cager 
Weds her 
*- perſon even to a degree of fluttiſhneſs ; this negli- 
d gence, together with her contempt for wy male part 
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© ofthe creation, gives her nephew no great concern; 
© as by that means, he will. probably keep her for- 
© tune, which is conſiderable, in the family. He 
therefore permits her to live in her own way, which 
is ſomething extraordinary, and gratifies her. in all 
© her whimſical deſires.— Her apartment is at ſome 
© diſtance from the other inhabited parts of the houſe ; 
and conſiſts of a dining- room, bed-chamber and 
© ſtudy: She keeps a cook-maid, waiting- woman, 
and footman of her own, and ſeldom. eats-or con- 
6 yerſes with any of the family, but her niece, who 
is a very lovely creature, and humours her aunt of- 
© ten to the prejudice of her own health, by ſitting 
© up with her whole nights together ;: for your mi- 
6. ſtreſs is too much of a philoſopher to be ſwayed by 
© the-cuſtoms of the world, and never ſleeps or eats 
© as other people do: Among other odd notions, 
© ſhe profeſles. the principles offRoſicrucius, and be- 
„ lieves the earth; air, and ſea are inhabited by invi- 
fſible beings, with whom it is poſſible for the human 
< ſpecies to entertain correſpondence and intimacy, 
« on the eaſy condition of living chaſte. As 
6. ſhe hopes one-day to be admitted into an acquain- 
© tance of this kind, ſhe. no ſooner heard of me and 
© my cat, than ſhe paid me a viſit, with a view, as 
© ſhe has ſince owned, to be introduced to my fami- 
« liar; and was greatly mortified to find herſelf diſ- 
appointed in her expectation. Being by this viſi- 
© onary turn of mind, abſtracted as it were from the 
world, ſhe cannot advert to the common occurren- 
ces of life; and therefore is frequently ſo abſent as 
to commit very ſtrange miſtakes and extravagancies, 
< which you will da. well to rectify and repair, as 
your prudence will ſuggett.” 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, XXXIX. 


My reception by that lady 
of Narciſſa 


T become enamoured 
recount the particulars of my 
| laſt misfortune———acquire the good opinion of 
my miſtreſs——an account of the young Sguire 
: Jam made acquainted with more particu- 
lars of Narciſſa's fituation—— conceive a mor- 
tal Hatred againſt Sir Timothy I examine my 
lady library and per formances—her extra- 
vage t behaviour. 45 


* 
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repaired to the place of her habitation, and 
was introduced by the waiting-woman, to the pre- 
ſence of my lady, who had not before ſeen me. 
She fat in her ſtudy, with one foot an the ground, 
and the other upon a high ſtool at ſome diſtance 
from her ſeat ; her ſandy locks hung down in a diſ- 
arder I cannot call beautiful, from her head, which 
was deprived of its coif, for the benefit of NB 
ing with one hand, while ſhe held the ſtump of a 
pen in the other. Her fore-head was high and 
wrinkled, her eyes large, grey and prominent; her 
noſe long, ſharp and aquiline ; her mouth of vaſt ca- 
pacity ; her viſage meagre and freckled, and her chin 
peeked like a ſhoemaker's paring-knife : Her upper-lip 


Gm a large quantity of plain Spaniſh, which 


by 
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by continual falling, had embroidered her neck that 
was not naturally very white, and the breaſt of her« 
gown, that flowed looſe about her with a negligence: 
truly poetic, - diſcovering linen that was very fine, and: 
to all appearance never waſhed but in Caftalian 
fireams Argund her lay, heaps of books, globes, 
quadrants, teleſcopes, and other learned apparatus : 
Her ſnuff-box ſtood at her right hand, at her left lay: 
her handkerchief ſufficiently uſed, and a conveni-- 
ence to ſpit in, appeared on one ſide of her chair 
Being in a reverie When we entered, the maid 8 
did not think proper to diſturb her; ſo that we 
waited ſome minutes unobſerved, during which time, 
ſhe bit the quill ſeveral times, altered her poſition, 


made many wry faces, and at length, with an air of: 
triumph, repeated * | 


* 


Nor dare th' 3 Gods my rage oppoſe 
a en I : F 


Having committed her ſucceſs to paper, ſhe turned; 
towards the door, and perceiving us, cried What's 
© the matter? Here's the young man (replied- 
my conductreſs) whom Mrs. vagely recommended 
das a footman to your | ladyſhip.” On this informa? 
tion the ſtared in my face a conſiderable time, and 
then aſked my name, which I thought proper to con- 
ceal under that of John Brown. ——— After having 
furveyed me with a curious eye, ſhe broke out into,. 
O! ay. thou waſt ſhipwrecked T remember 
& Whether didſt thou come on ſhore on the back of 
© a whale ora dolphin ?? To this I anſwered, I had 
ſwam aſhore without any aſſiſtance, — Then ſhe! 
| demanded to know if I had ever been at the Helle= 
* and ſwam from Seſtos to. A 1 replies 

in 
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in the negative: Upon which, ſhe bid the maid order 


a ſuit of new livery for me, and inſtruct me in the 


articles of my duty; ſo ſaying, ſhe ſpit in her ſnuff- 
box and wiped her noſe with her cap which lay on 
the table, inſtead of a handkerchief. We re- 
turned to the kitchen, where I was regaled by the 
maids, who ſeemed to outvie with one another, in 
expreſſing their regard for me. From them I un- 


derſtood, that my buſineſs conſiſted in cleaning knives 


and forks, laying the cloth, waiting at table, car- 
rying meſſages, and attending my lady when ſhe went 
abroad. There being a very good ſuit of livery in 
the houſe, which had belonged to my predeceſſor 
deceaſed, I dreſſed myſelf in it, and found it fitted 
me exactly, ſo that there was no occaſion for employ- 
ing a taylor on my account. I had not been lang 
equipped in this manner, when my lady's bell rung; 
upon which I ran up ſtairs, and found her ſtalking 
about the room in her ſhift and under-petticoat only, 
J would have immediately retired, as became me, 


but ſhe bid me come in, and air a clean ſhift for her; 


which having done with ſome backwardneſs, ſhe put 
it on before me without any ceremony, and I verily 
believe was ignorant of my ſex all the time, being 
quite abſorb'd in contemplation. About four a 
clock in the afternoon, I was ordered to lay the cloth 
and place two covers, which I underſtood was for my- 
miſtreſs and her niece, whom I had not as yet ſeen. 
Though I was not very dextrous at this ope- 
ration, I performed it pretty well for a beginner, and 
when dinner was upon the table, ſaw my miſtreſs ap- 
proach, accompanied by the young lady, whoſe name 
for the preſent ſhall be Narciſſa.——So much ſweet- 

neſs appeared in the. countenance and carriage of 


— 
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gazed upon her without intermiſſion.— 
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this amiable apparation, that my heart was eapti- 
vated at firft ſight, and while dinner laſted I 
Her age 
ſeemed to be ſeventeen, her ſtature tall, her ſhape 
unexceptionable, her hair,- that fell down upon her 


ivory neck in ringlets, black as jet; her arched eye- 
brows of the ſame colour; her eyes piercing, yet. 


tender; her lips of the confiſtenee and hue of cher- 
ries; her complexion clear, delicate and healthy; her 
aſpect noble, ingenuous and humane; and the whole- 


| fo Py delightſul; that it was impoſſible for 


any creature, endued with ſenſibility, to ſee with- 
out admiring, and admire. without loving her to ex- 
ceſs! How often did I curſe the ſervile ſtation, that 
placed me fo infinitely beneath the regard of this 
idol of my adoration ! and how often did I bleſs my 
fate, that enabled me to enjoy daily the fight of ſo 
much perfection! When ſhe ſpoke, I liſtened with plea- 
ſure; but when ſhe ſpoke to me, my ſoul was thrilled. 
with an extaſy of tumultuous joy! I was even fo. 
happy as to be the ſubject of their converſation : For: 


Narciſſa having. obſerved me, ſaid to her aunt, © I 
Then addreſfling; 


5. ſee your new fao'man is come.“ 
herſelf to me, aſked with ineffable complacency, If. 
J was the perſen who had been ſo cruelly uſed by rob- 
bers? When I ſatisfied her in this, ſhe expreſſed a. 
defire of knowing the particulars of my fortune both. 


before and fince my being ſhipwrecked: Hereupon, 
(as Mrs. Sagely had counſelled me) I told her, that 


Thad been bound apprentice to the maſter of a ſhip,, 


contrary to-my inclination, which ſhip had foundered 
at ſea ; that I and four more, who chanced to be on. 


deck when ſhe went down, made ſnift to ſwim- to the 


Gore, where my companions, after having over- 


* , 
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powered me; ſtript me to the ſhirt, and left me as 
they imagined, dead of the wounds I received in my 


own defence: Then I related the circumſtances of my 


being found in a barn, with the inhuman treatment I 
met with from the country people and parſon ? which 
I perceived drew tears from the charming creature's 


eyes! When I had finiſhed my recital, my miſtreſs 
ſaid, Ma foy! le gargon eſt bien fait! To which 
opinion Narciſſa aſſented, with a compliment to my 
underſtanding in the ſame language, that flattered 


my vanity extremely. 
The converſation, among other ſubjeQs, turned 
upon the young Squire, whom my lady enquired 


after under the title of the Savage; and was in- 
formed by her niece, that he was ſtill in bed, repair- 


ing the fatigue of laſt night's debauch, and recruit- 
ing ſtrength and ſpirits to undergo a fox-chace to- 
morrow-morning, in company with Sir Timothy 
'Thicket, Squire Bumper and a great many other 
gentlemen of the ſame ſtamp, whom he had invited 
on that occaſion; ſo that by day-break the whole 
houſe would be in an uproar.— This was a very 
diſagreeable piece of news to the wirtuofi, who pro- 
teſted ſhe would ſtuff her ears with cotton when ſhe 
went to bed, and take a doſe of opium to make her 
ſleep the more ſound, that ſhe might not be diſturbed 
and diſtracted by the clamour of the brutes. 

When their dinner was over, I and my fellow ſer- 
vants ſat down to ours in the kitchen, where I under- 
ſtood that Sir Timothy Thicket was a wealthy knight 
in the neighbourhood, between whom and Narciſſa 
a match had been projected by her brother, who pro- 
poſed at the ſame time to eſpouſe Sir Timothy's Sitter; 
by which means, as their fortunes were pretty equal, 
ö | | the 
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the young ladies would be provided for, and their 


brothers be never the poorer ; but that the ladies did 


not concur in the ſcheme, each of them entertaining 


a hearty contempt for the perſon allotted to her for a 


huſband, by this agreement. —— This information 


begot in me a mortal averſion to Sir Timothy, whom 
I looked upon as my rival, and curſed in my heart for 


his preſumption. —— Next morning by day-break, be- 
ing awaked by the noiſe of the hunters and hounds, 

I got up to view the cavalcade, and had a ſight of 
my competitor, whoſe accompliſhments (the eſtate 
excluded) did not ſeem brilliant enough to give me 
much uneaſineſs with, reſpe& to Narciſſa, who, I 
flattered myſelf, was not to be won by ſuch qualificati- 
ons as he was maſter of, either as to perſon or mind. 
My miſtreſs, notwithſtanding her precaution, was ſo 


much diſturbed by her nephew's company, that ſhe did 


Not riſe till five o'clock in the afternoon : So that 1 had 
an opportunity of examining her ſtudy at leiſure, to 
which I was ſtrongly prompted by my curioſity 
Here I found a thouſand fcraps of her own poetry, 
conſiſting of three, four, ten, twelve and twenty 
lines, on an infinity of ſubjects, which, as whim in- 


ſpired, ſhe had begun, without conſtancy or capacity to 
bring to any degree of compoſition: But what was ver 


extraordinary in a female poet, there was not the leaſt 
mention made of love in any of her performances. 
—— [I counted fragments of five tragedies, the titles, 
of which were, The ſtern Philoſopher. The 


double Murder. —— The facrilegious Traitor. 
Ihe fall of Lucifer; — And the laſt Day.“ From 
whence I gathered, that her diſpoſition was gloomy, 
and her indignation delighted with objects of horror. 
* library was — of the beſt Engliſh 
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kiſtortans,. poets, and philoſophers ; of all the French 


_ .criticks and poets, and of a few books in Italian, 
chiefly poetry, at the head of which were Taſſo and 


Arioſto, pretty much uſed. ———Peſides theſe, tranſla- 
tions of the claſſicks i into French, but not one book 


in Greek or Latin; a circumſtance that diſcovered 
After having 


her ignorance of theſe languages. 
taken a full view of this collection, 1 chad: and-at 
the uſual time was preparing to lay the cloth, when 
1 was told by the maid that her miſtreſs was ſtillin bed, 
and had been ſo affected with the notes of the hounds 


in the morning, that ſhe actually believed herſelf a 
hare beſet with the hunters ; and begged: a few 


greens to munch for her breakfaſt. When I teſti- 
ned my ſurprize at this unaccountable imagination, ſhe 
let me know that her lady was very much ſubject to 
whims: of this nature; ſometimes fancying herſelf 
an animal, ſometimes a piece of furniture, during 
which conceited transformations, it was very dange- 
Tous to come near her, eſpecially when ſhe repre- 
ſented a beaft ; for that lately in the character of a 
cat, ſhe had flown at her and ſcratched her face in a 
terrible manner ;——that ſome months ago, the pro- 
pheſied the general conflagration was at hand, and 
nothing would be able to quench it, but her water, 
which therefore ſhe kept ſo long that her life was in 
danger; and ſhe muſt needs have died of the reten- 
tion, had they not found an expedient to make her 
evacuate by kindling a bonfire under her chamber 


window, and perſuading her that the houſe was in 


flames; upon which, with great deliberation, ſhe bid 
them bring all the tubs. and veſſels they could find, to 
be filled, for the preſervation of the houſe, into one 


| of which ſhe immediately Glchargen the cauſe of her 


diſtemper 
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diſtemper.——T was alſo informed, that nothing con- 
tributed ſo much to the recovery of her reaſon, as 
muſick, which was always adminiſtered on theſe oc- 


caſions by Narciſſa, who played perfectly well on 
the harpſicord, and to whom ſhe (the maid) was juſt 


then going to intimate her aunt's diſorder. She 
was no ſooner gone than I was ſummoned by the bell 
to my lady's chamber, where I found her ſitting ſquat 
on her hams, on the floor, in the manner of puſs 
when ſhe liſtens to the cries of her purſuers. 


When I appeared, ſhe ftarted up with an alarmed 


Jook, and ſprung to the other fide of the room to 
avoid me, whom, without doubt, ſhe miſtook for a 
beagle thriſting after her life. ———Perceiving her 
extreme confuſion, I retired, and on the ſtair- caſe 
met the adorable Narciſſa coming up, to whom I im- 
parted the ſituation of my miſtreſs : She ſaid not a 
word; but ſmiling with unſpeakable grace, went into 
her aunt's arpartment, and in a little time my ears 
were raviſhed with the effects of her ſkill. ————She 
accompanied the inſtrument with a voice ſo ſweet and 
melodious, that I did not wonder at the ſurpriſing 
change it produced on the ſpirits of my miſtreſs, 
which were ſoon compoſed to peace and ſober reflec- 
Lion. 

About ſeven o'clock the hunters arrived, with the 
ſkins of two foxes and one badger, carried before 
them as trophies of their ſucceſs; and when they 


were about to fit dawn to dinner (or ſupper) Sir Ti- 


mothy Thicket deſired that Narciſſa would honour the 
table with her preſence: But this, notwithſtanding 
her brother's threats and intreaties, ſhe refuſed, on 
pretence of attending her aunt, who was indiſpoſed ; 
fo that 1 L enjoyed the ſatisfaction of ſeeing my rival 
mortified z 


She is ſurprized at my learning . 
her performances to me——1 impart ſome ef 


wench and dairy-maid 
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mortified: But this diſappointment made no great im- 
preſſion on him, who conſoled himſelf with the bottle, 
of which the whole company became ſo enamoured, 
that after a moſt horrid uproar of laughing, ſinging, 
ſwearing, dancing, and fighting, they were all car- 
tied to bed in a ſtate of utter oblivion. 
being altogether detached from the Squire and his 
family, I led a pretty eaſy and comfortable life, 
drinking daily intoxicating draughts of love from the 
charms of Narciſſa, which brightened on my con- 
templation, every day, more and more. ——Inglori- 
ous as my ſtation was, I became blind to my own un- 
worthineſs, and 'even conceived hopes of, one day, 
enjoying this amiable creature, whoſe affability greatly | 
encouraged theſe preſumptuous thoughts. 


* 


My duty 


CHAP. XI. 


communicates 


mine to her ——am mortified at her faint praiſe 
M arciſſa approves of my production. 
A Igain an involuntary conqueſt over the caok- 
their mutual reſent- 


ment and inſinuations——=the jealouſy of their 
lovers, 5 | Wir 


TY URING this ſeaſon of love and tranquil- 


lity, my mule, which had lain dormant ſo 


long, awoke, and produced ieveral ſmall performances 
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on hs ſubje& of my flame: But as it concerned me 
nearly to remain undiſcovered in my real character 
and ſentiments, I was under a neceſſity of mortifying 
my deſire of praiſe, by confining my works to my 
own peruſal and applauſe In the mean time 1 
ſtrove to inſinuate myfelf into the good opinion of 
both ladies; and ſucceeded fo well, by my diligence 
and dutiful behaviour, that in a little time, I was at leaſt 
a favourite ſervant ; and frequently enjoyed the plea- 


ſure of hearing myſelf mentioned in French and Ita- 


lan, with ſome degree of warmth and ſurprize, by 
the dear object of all my wiſhes, as a perſon who had 
ſo much of the gentleman in my appearance and diſ- 
courſe, that ſhe could not for her ſoul treat me like a 
common lacquey. My prudence and modeſty 
were not long proof againſt theſe bewitching compli- 
ments. One day, while I waited at dinner, the con- 
verſation turned upon a knotty paſſage of Taſſo's 
Gieruſalem, which, it ſeems, had puzzled them both: 
After a great many unſatisfactory conjectures, my 
miſtreſs taking the book out of her pocket, turned up 


the place in queſtion, and read the ſentence over and 


over without ſucceſs; at length, deſpairing of End. 3 
ing the author's meaning; ſhe turned to me, ſaying, 2 


Come hither, Bruno, let us ſee what fortune will 


© do for us; I will interpret to thee what goes before 
and what follows this obſcure paragraph, the parti- 
£ cular words of which I will alſo explain, that thou 
* may'ſt, by compairing one with the other, gueſs the 


l © ſenſe of that which perplexes us. was too 


vain to let ſlip this opportunity of diſplaying my ta- 
lents, therefore, without heſitation, read and explain'd 
the whole of that which had diſconcerted them, to 


the utter aſtoniſhment of both. —Narciſſa's face 
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- = 
as i 55 were over- ſpread with bluſhes, from 
whence I drew a favourable omen, while her aunt, 
after having ſtaired at me a good while with a look 
of amazement, exclaimed, © In the name of Hea- 
© yen! Who art thou? I told her I had picked 
up a ſmattering of Italian, during a voyage up the 
Straits. 
ſerved that no ſmatterer could read as I had done. 
she then deſired to know if I underſtood French, 
to which I anſwering in the affirmative: She afked if 
I was acquainted with the Latin and Greek; I re- 
plied, © A little.“ -< Oho! (continued ſhe) and 
„with philoſophy and mathematicks, I ſuppoſe ?!—— 
I owned, I knew ſomething of each. ——Whereupon 
ſhe repeated her ſtare and interrogation. Il be- 
gan to repent my vanity, and in order to repair the 
fault I had committed, ſaid, it was not to be won- 
dered atif I had a tolerable education, becauſe learn- 
ing was ſo cheap in my country, that every peaſant 

was a ſcholar; but J hoped her ladyſhip would think 
my underſtanding no exception tomy character. — She 
was pleaſed to anſwer, No, no, God forbid *—— 

But during the reſt of the time they fat at table, they 
behaved with remarkable reſerve. 

'This alteration gave me much uneaſineſs; and 1 
paſſed the night without ſleep, in melancholy reflec- 
tions on the vanity of young men, which prompts 
them to commit ſo many fooliſh actions, contrary 
to their own ſober judgment.- Next day, how- 


I yielded till more to the dictates of the principle 
I had endeavoured to chaſtize, and if fortune had 
not befriended. me more than -prudence could ex- 


pect, I ſhould have been treated with the contempt 


At this ſhe ſhook her head, and ob- | | 


ever, inſtead of profiting by this ſelf-condemnation, 
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I deſerved. ——After breakfaſt, my lady, who was a 


true author, bid me follow her into the ſtudy, where 


ſhe expreſſed herſelf thus: Since you are fo learned, 


you cannot be void of taſte; therefore I am to de- 


< fire your opinion of a ſmall performance in poetry, 


* which I lately compoſed. —You muſt know, I have 


planed a tragedy, the ſubje& of which ſhall be the 


murder of a prince before the altar, where he is bufy 
at his devotions.—— After the deed is perpetrated, 
the regicide will harangue the people, with the 


bloody dagger in his hand; and I have already 
« compoſed a ſpeech, which 1 think will ſuit the 
© character extremely.——Here it is. — Then 
taking up a ſcrap of paper, ſhe read with violent em- 
phaſis and geſture, as follows: 


5 Thus have I ſent the ſimple king to hell, 


Without or cothn, ſhroud, or pafling-bell ;—— 
To me, what are divine and human laws? 

I court no ſanction but my own applauſe! 

£ Rapes, robb'ries, treaſon yield my foul delight ; 
And human carnage gratifies my fight : 

I drag the parent by the hoary hair, Mi 
And toſs the ſprawling infant on my ſpear, 

£ While the fond mother's cries regale mine ear. 

I fight, I vanquiſh, murder friends and foes ; 

© Nor dare th' immortal gods my rage oppoſe.” 


Though I did great violence to my underſtanding 
in praiſing this unnatural rhapſody, I nevertheleſs 
extolled it as a production that of itſelf deſerved im- 

mortal fame ; and beſeeched her ladyſhip to bleſs the 
world with the fruits of thoſe uncommon talents hea- 
ven had beſtowed 1 her.— She {miled with a look 

of 
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of ſelf complacency, and encouraged by the incenſe 
I had offered, communicated all her poetical works, 
which I applauded one by one, with as little candour 
as I had ſhewn at firſt. ——Satiated with my flattery, 
which I hope my ſituation juſtified, ſhe could not in 
conſcience refuſe me an opportunity of ſhining in my 
turn; and therefore, after a compliment to my nice 
diſcernment and taſte, obſerved, that doubtleſs I muſt 
have produced ſomething in that way myſelf, which 
ſhe deſired to ſee. This was a temptation TI 
could by no means refiſt. I owned that while I 
was at college, J wrote ſome ſmall detached pieces, 
at the deſire of a friend who was in love; and at her 
requeſt, repeated the following verſes, which indeed 


* love for Narciſſa had inſpired. 


On Celia playing on the Sergei and Aging. 

| 8 : 

When Sappho ſtruck the quiv'ring wire, 
The throbbing breaſt was all on fire: 

And when ſhe raiſed the vocal lay, 

The captive foul was charmed away! 
| | II. 

But had the nymph poſſeſs'd, with theſe, 
Thy ſofter, chaſter pow'r to pleaſe ; 

Thy beauteous air of ſprightly youth, 

Thy native ſmiles of artleſs truth ; 

| III. 

The worm of grief, had never prey d 
On the forſaken, love- ſick maid: 
Nor had ſhe mourn'd an hapleſs flame, . 
Nor daſh'd on rocks her tender frame. 1 
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My miſtreſs paid me a cold compliment on the 
verſification, which, ſhe ſaid, was elegant enough, 
but the ſubject beneath the pen of a true poet. I 
was extremely nettled at her Indifference, and looked 
at Narciſſa, who by this time had Joined us, for her 
approbation, but ſhe declined giving her opinion, 
proteſting ſhe was no judge of theſe matters : So that 
I was forced to retire, very much balked in my ex- 
pectation, which was generally a little too ſanguine. 
—— [In the afternoon, however, the waiting-maid 
aſſured me, that Narciſſa had expreſſed her approba- 
tion of my performance with great warmth, and de- 


ſired her to procure a copy of it, as for herſelf, that 


ſhe (Narciſſa) might have an opportunity to peruſe it 
at leiſure. I was elated to an extravagant pitch 
at this intelligence, and immediately tranſcribed a 
fair copy of my ode, which was carried to the dear 
charmer, together with another on the ſame 
as follows: 


I. 
Thy fatal ſhafts unerring move, 


I bow before thine altar, love! 

I feel thy ſoft, reſiſtleſs flame 

Glide ſwift through all my vital frame | 
3 

For while I gaze my boſom glows, 

My blood in tides impetuous flows, 

Hope, fear and joy alternate roll, 

And floods of tranſports whelm my foul! 

| III. 

My faultering tongue attempts in vain 

In ſoothing murmurs to complain, 
My tongue ſome ſecret magick ties, 


My murmurs ſink in broken ſighs! 


* % 


RopzRICR RAN DON. 3k 
IV. 


Condemn'd to nurſe eternal care, 

And ever drop the ſilent tear, 

Unheard I mourn, unknown I ſigh, 
| _ Vafriended live, unpitied die | 


Whether or not Narciſſa 8 my paſſion, 1 
could not learn from her behaviour, which, though 


always benevolent to me, was henceforth more re- 


ſerved and leſs chearful. while my thoughts 
aſpired to a ſphere ſo far above me, I had unwittingly 
made a conqueſt of the cook-wench and dairy-maid, 

who became ſo jealous of one another, that if their 


ſentiments had been refined by education, it is proba- 
ble one or other of them would have had recourſe to 


Poiſon or ſteel, to be revenged of her rival; but as their 


minds were happily adapted to their humble ſtation, 
their mutual enmity was confined to ſcolding and 


fiſty-cuffs, in which exerciſe they were both well 


Killed. 


My good fortune did not long remain 


a ſecret; being diſcloſed by the frequent broils of 


theſe heroines, who kept no decorum in their en- 
counters. The coachman and gardiner, who paid 
their. devoirs to my admirers, each to his reſpective 


choice, alarmed at my ſucceſs, laid their heads toge- 


ther, in order to concert a plan of revenge: and the 


former having been educated at the academy of Tot- 


tenham-court, undertook to challenge me to ſingle 
combat; he accordingly with many opprobrious in- 
vectives, bid me defiance, and offered to box with 
me for twenty guineas. I told him, that although 
I believed myſelf a match for him, even at that work, 
I would not deſcend ſo far below the dignity of a 
OR: as to fight like a porter; but if he had 
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any thing to ſay to me, I was his man at blunderbuſs, 
muſket, piſtol, ſword, hatchet, ſpit, cleaver, fork 
or needle ;——>————nay more, that if he gave his 
tongue any more ſaucy liberties at my expence, I 
would crop his ears without any ceremony. 
This rhodomontade delivered with a ſtern counte- 
nance, and reſolute tone, had the deſired effect upon 
my antagoniſt, who with ſome confuſion, ſneaked off, 
and gave his friend an account of his reception. 
The ſtory taking air among the ſervants, procured 
for me the title of Gentleman John, with which I was 
ſometimes honour'd, even by my miſtreſs and Narciſſa, 


who had been informed of the whole affair by the 
chamber-maid. 


In the mean time, the rival 
queens expreſſed their paſſion by all the ways in their 
power: The cook entertained me with choice bits, 
the dairy-maid with ſtroakings; the firſt would often 
encourage me to declare myſelf, by complimenting 
me upon my courage and learning, and obſerving, 
that if ſhe had a huſband like me, to maintain order and 
keep accounts, ſhe could make a great deal of money 
by ſetting up an eating-houſe at London, for gentle- 
men's ſervants on board-wages. The other 
courted my affection, by ſhewing her own importance, 
and telling me, that many a ſubſtantial farmer in the 
neighbourhood would be glad to marry her; but ſhe 
Was reſolved to pleaſe her eye, if ſhe ſhould plague 
'Then ſhe would launch out into the 
praiſe of my proper perſon, and ſay, ſhe was ſure I 


would make a good huſband, for I was very good- 


natured I began to be uneaſy at the i importunities 
of theſe inamoratos, whom at another time, perhaps, 
J might have pleaſed without the diſagreeable ſauce 
of inen but at preſent, my whole ſoul wag. 

en- 
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engroſſed by Narciſſa, and I could not bear the 


thoughts of doing any thing . of the N 
J entertained for her. 
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Narciſſa being i in danger from the brutality of 8; Sir 


Timothy, is reſcued by me, who revenge myſelf 

on my rival declare my paſſion, and retreat 

to the ſea-fide 1 am ſurrounded by ſmugglers, 
and carried to Bulloign———T find my uncle lieu- 
tenant Bowling, in great diſtreß, and relieve: 
him bur converſation. _ 


T certain intervals, my ambition would re- 

vive; I would deſpiſe myſelf for my tame re- 
ſignation to my ſordid fate, and revolve an hundred 
ſchemes for aſſuming the character of a gentleman, 
to which I was entitled by birth and education. — In 
theſe iruitleſs ſuggeſtions, time ftole away unper- 
ceived, and I had already remained eight months 
in the ſtation of a footman, when an accident hap- 
pened, that put an end to my ſervitude, and, for the 
preſent, baniſhed all hopes of ſucceeding in my love. 
Narciſſa went one day to viſit Mifs Thicket, who 
lived with her brother, within leſs than a mile of our 
houſe, and was perſuaded to walk home in the cool 
ef the evening, accompanied by Sir Timothy, who 
ag.) a good deal of the. brute. in him, was inſti» 
Cc * a gated 


gated to uſe ſome 2 favailfaritivs with her, 
encouraged by the ſolitarineſs of a field through 
which they paſſed —— The lovely creature was in- 
cenſed at his rude behaviour, for which ſhe reproach- 
ed him in ſuch a manner, that he loſt all regard for 
decency, and actually offered violence to this pattern 
of innocence and beauty.——But heaven would not 
fuffer ſo much goodneſs to be violated ; and ſent me, 
who, paſſing by accident near the place, was alarmed 
with her cries, to her ſuccour. — What were the 
emotions of my ſoul, when I beheld Narciſſa, almoſt 


linking beneath the brutal force of this ſatyr l I flew 


like lightning to her reſcue, which he perceiving, 
quitted his Prey, and drew his hanger to chaſtiſe my 
preſumption. My indignation was too high to ad- 
mit one thought of fear, fo that ruſhing upon him, I 
ſtruck his. weapon out of his hand, and uſed my 
cudgel ſo ſucceſsfully, that he fell to. the ground, and 
Jay, to all appearance, without ſenſe. Then I 
turned to Narciſſa, who had fwooned, and fitting 
down by her, gently raiſed her head, and ſupported 
it on my boſom, while with my hand around her 
waſte, I kept her in that poſition. My ſoul was 
thrilled with tumultuous joy, at feeling the object of 
my deareſt wiſhes within my arms; and while ſhe lay 
inſenſible, I could not refrain from applying my cheek 
0 her's, and raviſhing a kiſs: In a little time, the 
blood began to reviſit her face, the opened her en- 
chanting eyes, and having recollected her late fitua- 
tion, ſaid, with a look full of tender acknowledge- f 
ment, Dear John, I am eternally obliged to you!“ 
So ſæying, ſhe made an effort to. riſe, in which-I al— 
Gfted, her, and ſhe proceeded to. the houſe, leaning: 
upon me-all the way. I was a:thoufand MENT 
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ed by this oppotunity to declare my paſſion, but the 
dread of diſobliging her, reſtrained my tongue. We 
had not got an hundred paces from the ſcene of her 
diſtreſs, when I perceived Sir Timothy get up and move 
homeward; a circumſtance which, though it gave me 
ſome ſatisfaction, in as much as I thereby knew I had 


not killed him, filled me with juſt apprehenſion of his 


reſentment, which I found myſelf in no condition to 
withſtand : eſpecially when I conſidered his intimacy 
with our Squire, to whom I knew he would ealily 
juſtify bimſelf for what he had done, by im- 
puting it to his love, and deſiring his brother Bruin 


to take the ſame liberty with his ſiſter, without any 


fear of offence.— When we atrived at the houſe, 
Narciſſa aſſured me ſhe would exert all her influence 


in protecting me from the revenge of Thicket, and 


likewiſe engage her aunt in my favour. At the ſame: 
time, pulling out her purſe, offered it as a ſmall con-- 
ſideration for the fervice I had done her.——But I 
ſtood too much upon the punctilios of love to incur- 
the leaſt ſuſpicion of being mercenary, and refuſed: 
che preſent, ſaying, I had merited nothing by barely 
doing my duty. — She ſeemed aſtoniſhed at my diſin- 
tereſtedneſs, and bluſhed : I felt the ſame ſuffuſion, 
and with a down - caſt eye and broken accent, told 
her, I had one requeſt to make, which if her gene- 
roſity would grant, I ſhould think myſelf fully recom- 


penſed for an age of miſery.— She changed colour 


at this preamble, and with great confuſion, replied, 
ſhe hoped my good ſenſe would hinder me from aſking 
any thing ſhe was bound in honour to refuſe, and: 
therefore bid me fignify my defire Upon which 
I kneeled, and begged to kiſs her hand. She i imme- 
e with an averted look, ſtretched it out; I im- 
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printed on it an ardent kiſs, and bathing it with my 
tears cried, * Dear Madam, I am an unfortunate 
«© gentleman, who loves you to diſtraction, but would 
have died a thouſand deaths, rather than make this 
declaration under ſuch a ſervile appearance, were 
he not determined to yield to the rigour of his fate, 
to fly from your bewitching preſence, and bury his 
© preſumptuous paſſion in eternal ſilence.“ With 
theſe words 1 roſe and went away, before ſhe could 
recover ſpirits ſo far as to make any reply. My firſt 
care was to go and conſult Mrs. Sagely, with whom 
J had maintained a friendly correſpondence ever ſince 
Tleft her houſe. When the underſtood my ſituation, 
the good woman, with real concern, condoled me 
on my unhappy fate, and approved of my reſolution 
to leave the country, being perfectly well acquainted. 
with the barbarous diſpoſition of my rival, who by 
< this time (ſaid ſhe) has no doubt meditated a ſcheme 
of revenge. Indeed, I cannot fee how you will 
be able to elude his vengeance: being himſelf in the 
« commiſſion, he will immediately grant warrants for 
© apprehending you; and as almoſt all the people in 
©* this country are dependent on him or his friend, it 
© will be impoſſible for you to find ſhelter among 
©. them: If you ſhould be apprehended, he will commit 
you to jail, where you may poſſibly languiſh in great 
* miſery till the next aſſizes, and then be tranſported 
for aſſaulting a magiſtrate.'——— While ſhe thus 
* warned me of my danger, we heard a knocking at 
the door, which threw us both into great conſterna- 
tion, as in all probability, it was occaſioned by my 
purſuers; whereupon this generous old lady, putting 
two guineas iato my hand, with tears in her eyes, 
bid me, for God's ſake, get out at the back door, 
and: 
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and conſult my ſafety as providence ſhould direct me. 

here was no time for deliberation. 

I followed her advice, and eſcaped, by the benefit 
of a dark night, to the ſea-ſide, where while, I ru- 

minated on my next excurſion, I was all. of a ſud- 

den ſurrounded by armed men, who, having bound 

my hands and feet, bid me make no noiſe, on pain of 


being ſhot, and carried me on board of a. veſſel, 


which I ſoon perceived to be a ſmuggling cutter.— 


This diſcovery gave me ſome ſatisfaction at firſt, be- 


- cauſe I concluded myſelf ſafe from the reſentment of 
Sir Timothy: But when J found myſelf in the hands 
of ruffians, who threatened to execute me for a ſpy, I 
would have thought myſelf happily quit for a year's 
impriſonment, & or even tranſportation. — It was in 
vain for me to proteſt my innocence : 1 could not 
perſuade them that I had taken a ſolitary walk to 

their haunt, at ſuch an hour, merely for my own 


amuſement ; and I did not think it my intereſt to diſ- 


cloſe the true cauſe of my retreat, becauſe I was 
afraid they would have made their peace with 
juſtice by ſurrendering me to the penalty of the law. 
What confirmed their ſuſpicion was, the appearance 
of a Cuſtom-houſe yatch, which gave them chace, 
and had well-nigh made a prize of their veſſel; when 
they were delivered from their fears by a thick fog, 
which effectually ſcreened them, and favoured: their 
arrival at Buloign. 
ſight of their purſuer, they held a council of war 
about me, whom ſome of the moſt ferocious among 
them, would have thrown overboard, as a traitor 
who had betrayed them to their enemies; but others, 
more confiderate, alledged, that if they put me to 
death, and ſhould afterwards be taken, they: could 


} expec; 


— But before they got out of 
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| expect no mercy from the legiſlature, which would 
never pardon outlawry aggravated by murder. —It 


was therefore determined by a plurality of votes, that 


I ſhould be ſet on ſhore in France, and left to find my 
paſſage back to England, as I theuld think proper, 
which would be puniſhment ſufficient for the bare 
ſuſpicion of a crime in itſelf not capital. Although 
this favourable determination gave me great pleaſure, 
the apprehenſion of being robbed would not ſuffer 
me to be perfectly at eaſe: To prevent this calamity, 
as ſoon as I was untied, in conſequence of the foreſaid 
decifion, I tore a ſmall hole in one of my ſtockings, 

into which 1 dropped fix guineae, reſerving half a 
piece and ſome ſilver in my pocket, that finding ſome- 
thing, they might not be tempted to make any further 
enquiry. This was a very neceſſary precaution, 
for when we came within fight of the French ſhore, 
one of the ſmugglers told me, I muſt pay for my paſ- 
ſage. To this I replied, that my paſſage was none of 
my own ſeeking ; therefore they could not expecta re- 


ward from me for tranſporting me into a ſtrange country 
by force. —* Damme! (ſaid the outlaw) none of your 
© palaver; but let me fee what money you have got.” 


So ſaying, he thruſt his hand into my pocket without 
any ceremony, and emptied it of the contents: Then 
cafting an eye at my hat and wig, which captivated: 
his fancy, he took them off, and clapping his own. 
on my head, declared that a fuir exchange was no 
robbery.——1 was fain to put up with the bargain, 


which was by no means favourable to me; and a lit- 


tle while after we went all on ſhore together. 


I reſolved. to take my leave of theſe deſperadoes, 
without much ceremony, when one of them cauti- 


| oned me IO appearing to their prejudice if ever 
L returned 
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I returned to England, unleſs T had a mind to be 
murdered, for which ſervice, he aſſured me, the 
gang never wanted agents: I promiſed to obſerve 
his advice, and departed for the Upper Town, where: 
I enquired for a: cabaret or publick houſe, into hich 
I went; with an intention of taking ſome refreſhment. 
Ann the kitchen, five Dutch ſailors ſat at breakfaſt, 
with a large loaf, a firkin of butter, and a cag of 
brandy on the table, the bung of which they often 
applied to their mouths with great perſeverance and 
ſatisfaction. At ſome diſtance from them, I per- 
eeived another perſon in the ſame garb, ſitting in a: 
penſive ſolitary manner, entertaining himſelf with a 
whiff of tobacco, from the ſtump of a pipe, as black 
as jet.- The appearance of diſtreſs never failed: 
to attract my regard and compaſſion; I approached; 
this forlorn tar, with a view to offer him my aſſiſtance, 
and notwithſtanding the alteration of dreſs, and diſ- 

guiſe of a long beard, I diſcovered in him my long 
loft and lamented uncle and benefactor, lieutenant 
Bowling! Good heaven! what were the agitations 
of my ſoul, between the joy of finding again fuch a 
valuable friend, and the ſorrow of ſeeing him in ſuch: 
a low condition! The tears guſhed down my cheeks, 
I ſtood motionleſs and ſilent for ſome time; at length, 


recovering the uſe of ſpeech, exclaimed, © Gracious: | 


God l. Mr. Bowling !'——My uncle no ſooner 
heard his name mentioned, than he ſtarted up, crying 
with ſome ſurprize, Holloa!' and after having looked 


at me ſtedfaſtly, without being able to recollect me, 


ſaid, Did you call me, brother?“ I told him, I had 
ſomething extraordinary to communicate, and de- 
fired him to give me a ſew minutes hearing in an- 


: * room; but he would by no means conſent to 


9 * 


this 


40 Dye Adventures of 


this propoſal, ſaying, © Avaſt there, friend; none of 
* your tricks upon travellers ;———if you have any 
thing to ſay to me, do it over-board ; you need not 
© be afraid of being above-heard ; here are none who 
* underſtand our lingo.'—— Though I was loath to 
diſcover myſelf before company, I could no longer 
refrain from telling him, I was his own nephew Ro- 
derick Random. On this information, he conſidered 
me with great earneſtneſs and aſtoniſhment, and re- 
calling my features, which though enlarged were nat 
entirely altered ſince he had ſeen. me, came up and 
ſhook me by the hand: very eordially, proteſting he 
was glad to ſee me well. After ſome pauſe, he went 
on thus: And yet, my lad, I am ſorry to ſee you 
under ſuch colours; the more fo, as it is not in my 
© power, at preſent, to change them for the better, 
times being very hard with me,'——With theſe 
words I could perceive a tear trickle down his fur- 
rowed cheeks, which affected me ſo much, that I 
wept bitterly. Imagining my ſorrow was the 
effect of my own misfortunes, he comforted me, by 
_ obſerving, that life was a voyage in which we muſt 
expect to. meet with all weathers; ſometimes it was 
calm, ſometimes rough; that a fair gale often ſuc- 
ceeded a ftorm ; that the wind did not always ſit one 
way, and that deſpair ſignified nothing; but reſolu- 
tion and. ſkill were better than a. ſtout veſſel: For 
why ? Becauſe they require no carpenter, atd grow 
ſtronger the more labour they undergo. I dried up 
my tears, which I aſſured him were not ſhed for my 
own diſtreis, but for his, and begged leave to accom- 
pany him into another room, where we could con- 
verſe more at our eaſe.— There J recounted to him 
the ungenerous uſage I had met with from Potion; 
| 4 8 
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at which he ſtarted up, ſtalked acroſs the room three 
or four times, in a great hurry, and graſping his 
cudgel, cried, © I would I were along-lide of him! 
that's all. —T would I were along-fide of him!” 
| —— l then gave him a detail of all my adventures 
and ſufferings, which affected him more than 1 could 
have imagined ; and concluded with telling him that 
captain Oakhum was ſtill alive, and that he might 
return to England when he would, to ſollicit his af- 
fairs, without danger or moleſtation. He was 
wonderfully pleaſed at this piece of information, of 
which however, he ſaid he could not at preſent avail 
himſelf, for want of money to pay for his paſſage to 
London. This objeQtion I ſoon removed, by putting 

five guineas into his hand, and telling him, I thought 

myſelf extremely happy in having an opportunity of 
manifeſting my gratitude to him in his neceſſity. —— 
But it was with the utmoſt difficulty I could prevail 
upen him to accept of two, which he affirmed, were 
more than ſufficient to defray the neceſſary expence. 
c After this friendly conteſt was over, he pro- 
poſed we ſhould have a meſs of ſomething: For (ſaid 
© he) it has been banian day with me a great while 
* You muſt know I was ſhipwrecked five days ago, 
near a place called Liſieux, in company with thoſe 
* Dutchmen who are now drinking below; and hav- 
ing but little money when I came a-ſhore, it was ſoon 
* ſpent, becauſe Tlet them have ſhare and ſhare while 
© it laſted. Howſomever, I ſhould have remem- 
* bred the old ſaying, Every hog his own apple: For 
* when they found my hold unftowed, they went all 
hands to ſhoolingand begging ; and becauſe I would 
© not take a ſpell at the ſame duty, refuſed to give me 
* the. leaſt aſſiſtance ; ſo that I have not broke bread 
1 | + theſe 
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© theſe two days.'——1 was ſhocked at the extremity 
of his diſtreſs, and ordered ſome bread, cheeſe and 
vine to be brought immediately, to allay his hunger, 
until a fricaſſee of chickens could be prepared ——— 
When he had recruited his ſpirits with this homely 
fare, I deſired to know the particulars of his peregri- 
nation, ſince the accident at Cape Tiberoon; which 
were briefly theſe : The money he had about him be- 
ing all ſpent at Port Louis, the civility and hoſpitality 
of the French cooled to ſuch a degree, that he was 
obliged to liſt on board of one of their king's ſhips, 
as a common foremaſt-man, to prevent himſelf from 
ſtarving on ſhore. In this ſituation he continued 
two years, during which time he had acquired ſome 
knowledge of their language, and the reputation of 
a good ſeaman : The ſhip he belonged to was ordered 
home to old France, where ſhe was laid up as unfit 
for ſervice, and he was received on board of one of 
monſieur D'Antin's ſquadron, in quality of quarter- 
_ maſter ; which office he performed in a voyage to the 
Weſt- Indies, where they engaged with our ſhip, as 
before related; but his conſcience upbraiding him for 
_ ſerving the enemies of his country, he quitted the 
ſhip at the ſame place where he firſt liſted, and got to 
Curraſoa in a Dutch veſſel; there he bargained with 
another ſkipper, bound to Europe, to work for his 
paſſage to Holland, from whence he was in hopes of 
hearing from his friends in England ; but was ca 
way, as he mentioned before, on the French coa 
and muſt have been reduced to the neceſſity of travel- 
| ling on foot to Holland, and begging for his ſubſiſ- 
tence on the road, or of entering on board of another 
French man of war, at the hazard of being treated 
as 2 deſerter, if Providence had not ſeat me to his ſuc- 
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cour.——* And now, my lad, (continued he) I think 
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I ſhall ſteer my courſe directly to London, where L 


do not doubt of being replaced, and of having the 
R taken off me by the lords of the admiralty, to 


whom I intend to write a petition ſetting forth my 
caſe: If I ſucceed, I will have wherewithal to give 
you ſome aſſiſtance, becauſe when I left the ſhip, I 
had two years pay due to me; therefore I deſire to 
know whither you are bound ; and beſide, perhaps, 
I may have intereſt enough to procure a warrant 


appointing you ſurgeon's mate of the ſhip to which 
I ſhall belong. For the beadle of the admiralty 


is my good friend; and he and one of the under- 


Clerks are ſworn brothers, and that under-clerk has 


a good deal to ſay with one of the upper-clerks, 


| Whois very well known to the under-ſecretary, who, 


upon his recommendation, I hope will recommend 
my affair to the firſt ſecretary ; and he again, will 


ſpeak to one of the Lords in my behalf: So that 


you ſee, I do not want friends to aſſiſt me on occa- 
fion.-———As for the fellowr Crampley, tho'f I 
know him not, I am ſure he is neither ſea-man nor 
officer, by what you have told me, or elſe he 
could never be ſo much miſtaken in his reckoning, 
as to run the ſhip on ſhore on the coaſt of Suſſex, 
before he believed himſelf in ſoundings ; neither, 
when that accident happened, would he have left 
the ſhip until ſhe had been ſtove to pieces, eſpecially 
when the tide was making ; wherefore, by this time, 
I do ſuppoſe he has been tried by a court-martial 
and executed for his cowardice and miſconduct.“ 


I could not help ſmiling at the deſcription of my 
uncle's ladder, by which he propoſed to climb to the 
attention of * * of admiralty; and though 1 


knew 


— 
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knew the world too well, to confide in ſuch depen- 
dence myſelf, Iwould not diſcourage him with doubts; 
but aſked if he had no friend in London, who would 
advance a ſmall ſum of money to enable him to ap- 
pear as he ought, and make a ſmall preſent to the 
under ſecretary, who might poſſibly diſpatch his bu- 
fineſs the ſooner on that account. He ſcratched 
his head, and after ſome recollection, replied, « Why, 
ves, I believe Daniel Whipcord the ſhip-chandler in 
© Wapping would not refuſe me ſuch a ſmall matter. 
E know I can have what credit I would, for 
© lodging, liquor and cloaths; but as to money, I 

won't be poſitive: Had honeſt Block been liv- 
ing. I ſhould not have been at a loſs.” I was 
heartily ſorry to find a worthy man fo deſtitute of 
friends, when he had ſuch need of them; and looked 
upon my own ſituation as leſs miſerable than his, be- 
cauſe I was better acquainted with the ſelfiſhneſs and 
roguery of mankind ; conſequently leſs liable to dil 
ant and impo ſition. | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLII. 


He takes his paſſage in a Cutter for Deal——we 


are accoſted by a prigſt, who proves to be a Scottiſp- 
man his profeſſions of friendſhip——bhe is 
affronted by the lieutenant, who afterwards ap- 
peaſes him by ſubmiſſion —— my uncle embarks — 
am introduced by the prieft to a capuchin, in 
whoſe company I ſet out for Paris—the charac- 
ter of my fellow-traveller ——an adventure on 
the road I am ſhocked at his behaviour. 


HEN our repaſt was ended, we walked down 

to the harbour, where we found a Cutter 

that was to fail for Deal in the evening, and Mr. 
Bowling agreed for his paſſage: In the mean time, we 
ſauntered about the town, to ſatisfy our curioſity, 
our converſation turning on the ſubject of my deſigns, 
which were not as yet fixed: Neither can it be ſup- 
poſed, that my mind was at eaſe, when I found my- 
ſelf reduced almoſt to extreme poverty, in the midft 
of foreigners, among whom I had not one acquain- 
tance to adviſe or befriend me. —My uncle was 
ſenſible of my forlorn condition, and preſſed me to 
accompany him to England, where he did not doubt 
of finding ſome ſort of proviſion for me : But beſides 
the other reaſons I had for ayoiding that kingdom, I 
1 985 | | looked 
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Jooked upon. it, at this time as the worſt country in 
the univerſe for a poor honeſt man to live in; and 
therefore determined to remain in France, coute que 
coute. I was confirmed in this reſolution, by a 
JF reverend prieſt, who paſling by at this time, and over- 
a hearing us ſpeak Engliſh, accoſted us in the ſame lan- 
Aj guage, telling us he was our countryman, and wiſh- 
N ing it might be in his power to do us any ſervice: 
1 Me thanked this grave perſon for his courteous of- 
| fer, and invited him to drink a glaſs with us, which 


1 he did not think proper to refuſe, and we went all 
together into a tavern of his recommending. After 
| having drank to our healths in. a bumper of good 
Burgundy, he began to enquire into our ſituation, 
and aſked particularly the place of our nativity, which 
we no ſooner named, than he ftarted up, and wring- 
ing our hands with great fervour, ſhed a flood of 
tears, crying, © I come from the ſame part of the 
country! perhaps you are my own relations. '—— 
I was on my guard againſt his careſſes, which I ſuſ- 
pected very much, when I remembered the adven- 
9 ture of the money-dropper ; but without any appear- 
"i ance of diffidence, obſerved, that as he was born 
ö in that part of the country, he muſt certainly know 
our families, which (howſoever mean our preſent ap- 
1 pearance might be) were none of the moſt obſcure 
5 and inconſiderable.— Then I diſcovered our names, 
| to which I found he was no ſtranger; he had known 
. my grandfather perſonally; and notwithſtanding an 
Wo abſence of fifty years from Scotland, recounted ſo 
| | many particulars of the families in the neighbour- 
i} hood, that my ſcruples were entirely removed, and I 

ll thought myſelf happy in his acquaintance. In 
the courſe of our converſation, I diſcloſed my condi- 
tion 
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ton without reſerve, and diſplayed my talents to ſuch 
advantage, that the old father looked upon me with 
admiration, and aſſured me, that if I ſtayed in France, 
and liſtened to reaſon, I could not fail of making my 
fortune, to Which he would contribute al in his 
power. | 

My uncle began to be jealous of the prieſt's inſi- 
nuation, and very abruptly declared, that if ever 1 
ſhould renounce my religion, he would break off all 
connection and correſpondence with me ; for it was 
his opinion, that no honeſt man would ſwerve from 
the principles in which he was bred, whether Turkiſh, 
Proteſtant or Roman. ——— The father, affronted at 
this declaration, with great vehemence, began a long 
diſcourſe, ſerting forth the danger of obſtinacy, and 
ſhutting one's eyes againſt the light: He faid, that 
ignorance would be no plea towards juſtification, 


when we had opportunities of being better informed; 


and that, if the minds of people had not been open 
to conviction, the Chriſtian religion would not have 
been propagated in the world ; and we ſhould now 
be in a ſtate of Pagan darkneſs and barbarity : He 
endeavoured. to prove, by fome texts of Scripture, 
and many quotations from the fathers, that the Pope 
was the Succeſſor of St. Peter, and vicar of Jeſus 
Chrift ; that the church of Rome was the true, holy, 
Catholick church ; and that the Proteſtant faith was 
an impious hereſy, and damnable ſchiſm, by which 
many millions of fouls would fuffer everlaſting perdi- 
tion. When he had finiſhed his ſermon, which, 

I thought, he pronounced with more zeal than diſ- 


cretion, he addreſſed himſelf to my uncle, and de- 


fired to know his objections to what had been ſaid. 
The lieutenant whoſe attention had been wholly en- 


groſſed 
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groſſed by his own aal, took the pipe out of his 
mouth, and replied, As for me friend, d'ye ſee, I 
have no objeCtion to what you ſay, it may be either 
« true or falſe, for what I know ; I meddle with no 
© body's affairs but my own ; the gunner to his lin- 
«© ſtock, and the ſteerſman to the helm, as the ſaying 
© 15——]1 truſt to no creed but the compaſs, and 
© dounto every man as I would be done by: fo that 
I defy the pope, the devil, and the pretender ; 
© and hope to be ſaved as well as another. 
This aſſociation of perſons gave great offence to the 
friar, who proteſted, in a mighty paſſion, that if Mr. 
Bowling had not been his countryman, he would have 
cauſed him to be impriſoned for his inſolence. 
I ventured to diſapprove of my uncle's raſhneſs, and 
appeaſe the old gentleman, by aſſuring him, there 
was no offence intended by my kinſman, who by this 
time, ſenſible of his error, ſhook the injured party by 
the hand, and aſked pardon for the freedom he had 
taken. Matters being amicably compromiſed, 

he invited us to come and ſee him in the afternoon at 
the convent to which he belonged, and took his leave 


for the preſent; when my uncle recommended it 


ſtrongly to me to perſevere in the religion of my fore- 
fathers, whatever advantages I might propoſe to my 
ſelf by a change, which could not fail of diſgracing 
myſelf, and diſhonouring my family. I af- 
ſured him no conſideration ſhould induce me to for- 
feit his friendſhip and good opinion, on that ſcore ; 
at which he diſcovered great ſatisfaction, and put me 
in mind of dinner, which we immediately beſpoke, 
and when it was ready eat together. 


I imagined my acquaintance with the Scottiſh 


Prieſt, if properly managed, might turn out to my 


advantage 
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advantage, and therefore reſolved to cultivate it as 
much as I could. With this view we viſited him at 
his convent, according to his invitation, where he 
treated us with wine and ſweet-meats, and ſhewed us 
every thing that was remarkable in the monaſtery. 
—— Having been thus entertained, we took our 
leave, though not before I had promiſed to fee kim 
next day; And the time fixed for my uncle's embark- 


ing being come, I accompanied him to the harbour, 


and ſaw him on board. We parted not without 


tears, after we had embraced and wiſhed one another 


all manner of proſperity; and he intreated me to 
write to him often, directing to lieutenat Thomas 
Bowling, at the ſign of the Union flag, near the Her- 
mitage, London. 


I returned to the houſe in which we had met, 
where I paſſed the night in a very ſolitary manner, 


reflecting on the ſeverity of my fate, and endea- 


vouring to project ſome likely ſcheme of life for the 
future; but my invention failed me, I ſaw nothing 
but unſurmountable difficulties in my way, and was 
ready to deſpair at the miſerable proſpect! That I 
might not, however, negle& any probable means, 
I got up in the morning, and went directly to the 
father, whoſe advice and aſſiſtance Iimplored. ——— 
He received me very kindly, and gave me to under- 
ſtand, that there was one way of life in which a Per- 
ſon of my talents could not fail of making a figure. 

I gueſſed his meaning, and told him once for 
all, I was fully determined againſt any alteration in 
point of religion, therefore if his propoſal regarded 


the church, he might ſave himſelf the trouble of 


explaining it. He ſhook his head and ſighed, ſaying, 


Ahl ſon, ſon, what a glorious proſpe@. Is here ſpoiled 
Vor. * D « by 
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« by your ſtubborn prejudice ! Suffer yourſelf to be 
« perſwaded by reaſon, and conſult your temporal 
< welfare, as well as the concerns of your eternal 
ſoul.— Il can, by my intereſt, proeure your 
* admiſſion as a noviciate into this convent, where I 
vill ſuperintend and direct you with a truly pater- 
nal affection . Then he launched out into the 
praiſes of a monaſtic life, which no noiſe diſturbs, no 
cares moleſt, and no danger invades Where the 
heart is weaned from carnal attachments, the groſſer 
appetites ſubdued and chaſtiſed, and the ſoul wafted 
to the divine regions of philoſophy and truth, on 
the wings of ſtudious contemplation. hut his 
eloquence was loſt upon me, whom two conſidera- 
tions enabled to withſtand his temptations; namely, 
my promiſe to my uncle, and my averſion to an eccle- 
ſiaſtical life; for as to the difference of religion, I 
looked upon it as a thing of too ſmall moment to 
come in competition with a man's fortune, ww 
Finding me immoveable on this head, he told me, he 
was more ſorry than offended at my noncompliance, 
and ftill ready to employ his good offices in my behalf. 
— The ſame erroneous maxims (ſaid he) that 
obitruct your promotion in the church, will infalli- 
6 TO prevent your advancement in the army; but if 
can brook the condition of a ſervant, I am ac. 
6 ned with ſome people of rank at Verſailles, 
to whom I can give you letters of recommendation, 
* that you may be entertained by ſome one of them, 
in quality of maitre d hotel; and I ds not doubt 
© that your qualifications will ſoon entitle you to a 
© better proviſion. I embraced his offer with 
great eagerneſs ; and he appointed me to come back 
in the afternoon, when he would not only give he 
| — 


7 


—: . 


next morning, in whoſe company I might travel, 
without being at the expence of one livre during the 


convenient to keep to the windward of him in our 


night at a peaſant's houſe, not far from Abbe Ville, 
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the letters, but likewiſe introduce me to a capuchin 
of his acquaintance, who intended to ſet out for Paris 


Wag — — 
— * 


whole journey. This piece of good news gave me 
infinite pleaſure; I acknowledged my obligation to 
the benevolent father, in the moſt grateful expreſſi- 
ons; and he performed his promiſe to a tittle, in de- 
livering the letters, and making me acquainted with 
the capuchin, with whom ann next morning 
by break of Day. | 

It was not long before 1 difrorcied my fellow: 
traveller to be a merry facetious fellow, who, not- 
withſtanding his profeſſion and appearance of mor- 
tification, loved good eating and drinking better than 
his roſary, and paid more adoration to- a pretty girl 
than to the Virgin Mary, or St. Genevive.——He 
was a thick brawny young man, with red eye-brows, 
a hook noſe, a face covered with freckles; and his 
name was Frere Balthazar. His order did not per- 
mit him to wear linen, ſo that having little oc- 
caſion to undreſs himſelf, he was none of the clean- 
lineſt animals in the world; and his conſtitution was 
naturally ſo ſtrong ſcented, that J always thought it 
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march. — As he was perfectly well known on the 
road, we fared ſumptuouſly without any coſt, and 
the fatigue of our journey was much alleviated by 
the good humour of my companion, who ſung an 
infinite number of catches on the ſubjects of love 
and wine. We took up our lodging the firſt 


where we were entertained with an excellent ragout, 
n by cur tan s daughters, one of whom 


2 was 
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was very handſome: After having eat heartily, 
and drank a ſufficient quantity of win du Pais, we 
were conducted to a barn, where we found a couple 
of carpets ſpread upon clean ſtraw for our reception. 
We had not lain in this ſituation above half 
an hour, when we heard ſome body knock ſoftly at 
the door, upon which Balthazar got up, and let in 
our hoſt's two daughters, who wanted to have ſome 
private converſation with him in the dark ; when they 
had whiſpered together ſome time, the capuchin 
came to me, and aſked if I was inſenſible to love, or 
ſo hard-hearted as to refuſe a ſhare of my bed to a 
pretty maid, who had a zerdr:fſe for me.] muſt 
own, to my ſhame, that I ſuffered myſelf to be over- 
come by my paſſion, and with great eagerneſs ſeized 
the occaſion, when I underſtood that the amiable 
Nanette was to be my bedfellow,———ITn vain did 
my reaſon ſuggeſt the reſpeQ I owed to my dear miſ- 
treſs Narciſſa the idea of that lovely charmer, ra- 
ther increaſed than allayed the ferment of my ſpirits; 
and the young Paiſanne had no reaſon to complain of 
my remembrar ce.— Early in the morning, the 
kind creatures left us to our repoſe, which laſted till 
eight o'clock, when we got up, and were treated at 
- breakfait with chocolate and / eau de wie, by our pa- 
rxamours, of whom we took a tender leave, after my 
companion had confeſſed and given them abſolution.— 
While we proceeded on ou: journey, the converſation 
turned upon the night's adventure, being introduced 
by the capuchin, who aſked me how I liked my lodg- 
Ang: I declared my ſatisfaction, and talked in rapture 
of the agreeable Nanette; at which he: ſhook his 
Wl head, and ſmiling ſaid, ſhe was a morgeau pour la 
N I Dionne bouche. I never valued myſelf (continued he) 
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upon any thing ſo much as the conqueſt of Na- 
nette; and, vanity apart, I have been pretty fort u- 
nate in my amours.—— This information ſhocked 
me not a little, as I was well convinced of his irti- 
macy with her ſiſter; and though I did not care to 
tax him with downright inceſt, I proſeſſed my aſto- 
niſhment at his laſt night's choice, when I ſuppoſed, 
the other was at his devotion. — To this he anſwer- 
ed, that beſides his natural complaiſance to the ſex, 
he had another reaſon to diſtribute his favours equally 
between them; namely, to preſerve peace in the fa- 
mily, which Ak + not otherwiſe be maintained; 
that moreover Nanette had conceived an affection for 
me, and he loved her too well to baulk her inclina- 
tion; more eſpecially, when he had an opportunity 
of obliging his friend at the ſame time. l thanked 
him for this inſtance of his friendſhip, though I was 
extremely diſguſted at his want of delicacy, and 
curſed the occaſion that threw me in his way Lt 
bertine'as I was, I could not bear ro fee a man be- 
have ſo wide of the character he aſſumed: I looked 
upon him as a perſon of very little worth and honeſty, 
and fhould have even kept a wary eye upon my poc- 
ket, if I had thought he could have any temptation to 
ſteal. ———But I could not conceive the uſe of mo- 
ney to a capuchin, who is obliged, by the rules of 
his order, to appear like a beggar, and enjoys all 
other neceſſaries of life gratis; beſides, my fellow- 
traveller ſeemed to be of a complexion too careleſs 
and ſanguine to give me any apprehenſion on that 
ſcore; fo that I proceeded with great confidence, in 
expeRation of being 250 at my journeys end. 


D 3 CHAP. 


CHAP. XII. 


/ 


Me lodge at a houſe near Amiens, where ] am rob- 
bed by the capuchin, who eſcapes while I am 
afleep———T go to Noyons in ſearch of him, but 
without ſucceſs I make my condition known 
to ſeveral people, but find no relief I grow 
deſperate———join a company of ſoldiers in- 
liſt in the regiment of Picardy be are or- 
dered into Germany J find the fatigues of 
the march almaſt intolerable quarrel with 
my comrade in a diſpute upon politicis he 
challenges me to the field, wounds and diſarms 
me. 


HE third night of our pilgrimage, we paſſed at 

a houſe near Amiens, where, Balthazar being 
unknown, we ſupped upon indifferent fare, and 
ſour wine, and were fain to lie in a garret upon an 
old matreſs, which, I believe, had been in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of ten thouſand myriads of fleas, time out of 
mind. We did not invade their territory with 
| impunity in Jeſs than a minute we were attacked 
with ſtings innumerable, in ſpite of which, howe- 
ever, I fell faſt aſleep, being exceſſively fatigued with 
our day's march, and did not wake till nine next 
morning, when ſeeing myſelf alone, I ſtarted up in 
| a terrible 
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a 2 terrible fright, and examining my pockets, found 
my preſaging fear too true! My companion had 
made free with my caſh, and left me to ſeek my way 


to Paris by myſelf! I run down ftairs immediately; 


and with a look full of grief and amazement, enquired 
for the mendicant, who, they gave me to underſtand, 
had ſet out four hours before, after having told them 
I was a little indiſpoſed, and deſired I might not be 
diſturbed, but be informed when I ſhould wake, he 
had taken the road to Noyons, where he would wait 
for my coming, at the Cog D'Or. I ſpoke not a 
word, but with a heavy heart, directed my courſe ta 
that place, at which I arrived in the afternoon, faint- 
ing with wearineſs and hunger; but learned, to my 
utter confuſion, that no ſuch perſon had been there 
It was happy for me that I had a good deal of reſent- 
ment in my conſtitution, which animated me on ſuch 
occaſions, againſt the villainy of mankind, and ena- 
bled me to bear misfortunes otherwiſe intolerable. 
Boiling with indignation, I diſcovered to the hoſt my 
deplorable condition, and inveighed with great bitter- 
neſs againſt the treachery of Balthazar ; at which he 
ſhrugged up his ſhoujders, and with a peculiar grimace 
on his countenance, ſaid, he was ſorry for my misfor- 
tune; but there was no rewedy like patience. m———— 
At that inftant ſome gueſts arrived, to whom he ha- 


ſtened to offer his ſervice, leaving me martified at his 


indifference, and ſully perſuaded that an inn-keeper 
is the ſame ſordid animal all over the world. While 
I ſtood in the porch, forlorn and undetermined, vent- 
ing ejaculations of curſes againſt the thief who had 
robbed me, and the old prieſt who recommended him 
to my friendſhip ; a young gentleman xichly dreſſed, 
attended by a valet de chambre and two ſervants in 
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livery, arrived at the inn. I thought I perceived a 


good deal of ſweetneſs and good nature in his coun- 
tenance ; therefore, he had no ſooner alighted than I 
accoſted him, and in a few words explained my ſitu- 
ation : He liftened with great PRES, and when 
J had made an end of my ſtory, ſaid, * Well, mon- 
© fienr, what would you have me do? I was effec- . 
tually abaſhed at this interrogation, which I believed 
no man of common ſenſe or generofity could make, 
and made no other reply than a low bow : He re- 
turned the compliment ſtill lower, and tript into an 
apartment, while the landlord let me know, that my 
manding there to interrupt company gave offence, and 
might do him infinite prejudice.— He had no occa- 
ſion to repeat his inſinuation; I moved from the place 
immediately; and was ſo much tranſported with grief, 

anger, and diſdain, that a torrent of blood guſhed 
from my noſtrils. —In this extaſy, I quitted Noy- 
ons, and betook myſelf to the fields, where I Wan- 

dercd about like one diſtracted, till my ſpirits were 
quite exhauſted, and I was obliged to throw myſelf 
down at the root of a tree, to reſt my wearied limbs. 


Here my rage forſook me, I began to feel the 


importunate cravings of nature, and relapſed into 
ſtlent ſorrow and melancholy reflection. I revolved 


all the crimes I had been guilty of, and found them 


fo ſew and venial, that I could not comprehend the 
juſtice of that providence, which after having ex- 
poſed me to ſo much wretchedneſs and danger, left 
me a prey to famine at laſt in a foreign country, 
where I had not one friend or acquaintance to cloſe 
my eyes, and do the laft offices of humanity to my 
Tn carcaſe.—— A thouſand times I wiſhed my- 

elf 
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ſelf a bear, that I might retreat to woods and deſerts, 
far from the inhoſpitable haunts of man, where 1 
could live by my own talents, independent of treache- 
rous friends, and ſupercilious ſcorn. | | 
As I lay in this manner, groaning over my hapleſs 
fate, I heard the ſound of a violin, and raiſing my 
head, perceived a company of men and women danc- 
ing on the graſs at ſome diſtance. from me.———T 
looked upon this to be a favourable ſeaſon for diftreis 
to attract compaſſion, when every ſelfiſh thought is 
baniſhed; and the heart dilated with mirth and ſocial 
joy; wherefore I got up and approached thoſe peo- 
ple, whom I ſoon diſcovered to be a party of ſoldiers, 
with their wives and children, unbending and divert- 
ing themſelves at this rate, after the fatigue of a 
march. ——T1 had never before ſeen fuch a parcel of 
- ſcare-crows together, neither could Irreconcile their 
meagre gaunt looks, their ſqualid and raggid attire, 
and every other external ſymptom of extreme woe, 
with this appearance of feſtivity.— ſaluted them 


however, and was received with great politeſſe; af- | 


ter which they formed a ring and danced around me: 

| This jollity had a wonderful effect upon my 
ſpirits! I was inſected with their gaiety, and in ſpite 
of my diſmal ſituation forgot my cares, and joined in 
their extravagance.—— When we had recreated our- 
ſelves a good while at this diverſion, the ladies ſpread 


their manteaus on the ground, upon which they emp- 
tied their knapſacks of ſome onions, coarſe bread, and 


a few flaiks of poor wine: Being invited to a ſhare: 
of the banquet, I ſat down with the reſt, and in the 
whole courſe of my life never made a more, comfort- 
able meal. —— When our repaſt was ended, we got 
up again to dance; and now that I found myſelf re- 
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freſhed, I behaved to the admiration of every body: 
I was loaded with a thouſand compliments, and pro- 
feſſions of friendſhip ; the men commended my per- 
| fon and agility, and the women were loud in the 


praiſe of my Bonne grace; the ſerjeant in particu- 
lar, expreſſed ſo much regard for me, and deſcribed 
the agreements of a ſoldier's life, with ſo much art, 
that 1 began to liſten to his propoſal of enliſting me 
in the ſervice; and the more I confidered my own 
condition, the more I was convinced of the neceſſity 
I was under to come to a ſpeedy determination. 
Having therefore maturely weighed the circumſtances. 
pro and cor, 1 fignified my conſent, and was admitted 
into the regiment of Picardy, ſaid te be the oldeſt 
corps in Europe. — The company to which this 
eommand belonged, was quartered at a village not 
far off, whither we marched next day, and I was 
preſented to my captain, who ſeemed very well pleaſed 
with my appearance, gave me a crown to drink, and 
ordered me to be accommodated with cloaths, arms 
and accoutrements. Whereupon 1 ſold my livery 
ſuit, purchaſed linen, and as I was at great pains to- 
learn the exerciſe, in a very ſhort time became a com- 
pleat ſoldier. 

It was not long before we received orders to join 
ſeveral more regiments, and march with all expeditian 
into Germany, in order to reinforce Mareſchal Duc 
de Noailles, who was then encamped with his army 
on the ſide of the river Main, to watch the motions 
of the Engliſh, Auſtrians, and Heflians, under the 
command of the earl of Stair. We began our 
march accordingly, and then I became acquainted 
with that part of a ſoldier' 8 life | to which I had been 
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Weber and thirſt I ſuſtained, and the fatigue I under- 


went in a march of ſo many hundred miles during 
which I was ſo much chafed with the heat and motion 
of my limbs, that in a very ſhort time the inſide of my 


thighs and legs were deprived of ſkin, and I pro- 


ceeded in the utmoſt tarture.—.— This mis fortune I 
owed to the plumpneſs of my conſtitution, which I 
curſed, and envied the withered condition of my 
comrades, whoſe bodies could not ſpare j juice enough 
to ſupply a common iſſue, and were 1 indeed proof againſſ 
all manner of e The e pain 1 1 9 — 


"LEASES. 


Wretches, "whom « a karg 1. 7 Wind would have 
ſcattered through the air like chaff, bear thoſe tons 
with alacrity, unger which I Was ready to ſink. 

One day While we enjoyed à halt, and the ſoldiers 
with their wives had gone gut to dance, according tg 


cuſtom, my comrade ſtaid At home with. me on pre 


tence of friendihip,. and inſulted me with his pity 
and conſolation | He told me, though 1 was young 
and tender at preſent, I would ſoon be ſeaſoned to 
che ſeryice z;and he did nat doubt but I ſhould haue 
the honour to contribute in ſame meaſure. to the glory 
of the king Haye courage, therefore my child, 
* (faid he) and pray to the good God, that you. may 
* be as happy as I am, ho have had the honour of 
© ſerving Lewis the Great, and of receiving many 
wounds in helping to eſtabliſh his glory. When 
I looked upon the contemptible object that pronounced 
theſe words, I was amazed at the infatuation that 
poſſeſſed him; and could not help expreſſing my 
aſtoniſhment at the abſurdity of a rational being, who 
(hank himſelf highly honoured in being permitted to 


encounter 
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encounter abject poverty, oppreſſion, famine, diſeaſe, 
mutilation, and evident death, merely to gratify the 
vicious ambition of a prince, by whom his ſufferings 
were diſregarded, and his name utterly unknown. — 


I obſerved, that if his fituation was the conſequence 


of compulſion, as having been preſſed into the ſer- 
vice, I would praiſe his patience and fortitude in bear- 
ing his lot; if he had taken up arms in defence 
of his injured country, he was to be applauded for 
his patriotiſm ; 
life as a refuge from a greater evil, he was juſtifable 
in his own conſcience (though I could have no notion 
of miſery more extreme than that heſuffered ;) but to 


put his condition on the footing of conducing to the 
glory of his prince, was no more than profeſſing him- 


ſelf a deſperate ſlave, who voluntarily underwent the 
utmoſt wretchedneſs and peril, and committed the 
moſt flagrant crimes, to ſooth the barbarous pride of 


a fellow-creature, his ſuperjor in nothing but the 


power he derived from the fubmiſſion of ſuch wretches 
as he. The foldier was very much affronted at the 


Hberty J took with his king, which, he ſaid, nothing 


but my ignotance could excuſe : He affirmed, that 
the characters of princes were facred, ahd ought not 
to be profaned by the cenſure of their ſubjects, who 
are-bound by their allegiance to obey theircommands, 
of what nature ſoever, without ſcruple or repining. 
And adviſed me to correct the rebellious prin- 
eiples ] had imbibed among the Engliſh, who, for 
their inſolence to their kings, were notorious all over 
— world, even to a rewe 


1. roy a e 
.I le rey de] Enfer. 


or if he had fled to this way of 
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"be ation of my countrymen, I repeated all 
the arguments commonly uſed to prove that every 
man has a natural right to liberty ; that allegiance 
and protection are reciprocal; that when the mutual 


tie is broken by the tyranny of the king, he is ac- 


countable to the people for his breach of contract, 
and ſubject to the penalty of the law; and that thoſe 
inſurrections of the Engliſh, which are branded with 


the name of rebellion, by the ſlaves of arbitrary pow- 
er, were no other than glorious efforts to reſcue that 
independence, which was their birthright, from the 


The 
Frenchman provoked at the little deference I paid to 


ravenous claws of uſurping ambition. 


the kingl y name, loſt all patience, and reproached me 
in ſuch a manner, that my temper forſook me, and I 


clinched my fiſt, with an intention to givehim a hearty. 


box on the ear.- —Perceiving my deſign, he ſtarted 
back, an nd demanded a parley ; upon which I check- 
ed my indignation, and he gave me to underſtand 
that a Frenchman never forgave a blow; therefore 


if I was not weary of my life, I would do well to 


ſpare him that mortification, and do him the honour 


of meaſuring his ſword with mine, like a gentleman. 


—— 1 took his advice and followed him to a field hard 

| by, where indeed J was aſhamed at the pitiful figure 
my antagoniſt, who was a poor, little, ſhivering 
creature, decripid. with age, and blind of one eye. 
—— But I foon found the folly of judging from ap- 
pearances ; being at the ſecond paſs wounded in the 
ſword hand, and immediately Glarmed with ſuch a 
jerk, that I thought the joint was diſlocated.——1 
Was no leſs confounded than enraged at this event, 
eſpecially as my adverſary did not bear his ſucceſs 
with all the moderation that might have been ezpect- 
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ed ; for he inſiſted upon my aſking PLE for my 
reſumption in affronting his king and him—— This 
would by no means comply with, but told him, it 
was a mean condeſcenſion, which no gentleman in his 
circumſtances ought to propoſe, nor none in my ſitu- 
ation perform ;——and if he perſiſted in his ungene- 
rous demand, I would in my turn claim ſatisfaction 
with my muſket, at which weapon we ſhould be more 
upon a par, than with the fwd, of which he ſeemed 
ſo much maſter, 


CHAP. XIIV. 


The 1055 does not uſe. his victory 5 61 al the n a=; 
_deration that might have bern expetied—=> In 
order ta be reuenged 1learn the [ſcience of | defence. 
Is join Mareſchal Duc de Noailles——art: 
engaged with the allies at Dettingen, and put to 
igt. the behawiour of the French Soldiers on 
that occaſſon.— induſtriouſiy ſeek another com- 
bat with the old gaſcon, and vanquijh him in my 
turn our regiment is put into winter quarters. 
at Rheims, where I find my friend Strap our 
recognition. he ſupplies me with money, and pro- 
cures my diſcharge—we take a trip to. Paris; 
from whence we ſet out for London, by the vere | 
Flanders, where we ſafely arrive. | 1 16a 


E was diſconcerted at this Aci to 
which he made no l but repaired to the 
dancers 
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dancers, among whom he pecounted his victory with 
many exaggerations and gaſconades; while I, taking 
up my ſword, went to my quarters and examined my 
wound, which I found was of no conſequence.— 
The ſame day, an Iriſh drummer, having heard my 
misfortune, viſited me, and after having condoled 


with me on the chance of war, gave me to underſtand, 


that he was maſter of the ſword, and would in a 
very ſhort time inſtruct me ſo thoroughly in that no- 


ble ſcience, that I ſhould be able to chaſtiſe the old 


aſcon for his inſolent boaſting at my expence. 
his friendly office he proffered on pretence of the 
regard he had for his countrymen ; but I afterwards 
learned the true motive was no other than a jealouſy 
he entertained, of a correſpondence between the 


Frenchman and his wife, which he did not think pro- 


per to reſent in perſon——Be this as it will, Iaecept - 

ed his offer, and practiſed his leſſons with ſuch ap- 
plication, that I ſoon believed myſelf a match, | for my 
Conqueror. In the mean time we conti our 
march, and arrived at the camp of Mareſchal Noailles, 
the night before the battle of Dettingen. Notwith- 
ſtanding the fatigue we had undergone, our regiment 
was one of thoſe that were ordered next day to croſs 
the river under the command of the Duc de Gra- 
mont, to take poſſeſſion of a narrow defile, through 
which the allies muſt of neceſſity have paſſed at a 
great diſadvantage, or remain where they were, and 


periſh for want of proviſion, if they would not conde- 
ſcend to ſurrender at diſcretion. — How they ſuf- 
fered themſelves to be pent up in this manner, it is 


not my province to relate ; I ſhall only obſerve, that 
when we had taken poſſion of our ground, I heard an 
old officer in converſation with another, profeſs a ſur- 

prize 
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prize at the conduct of Lord Szair, who had the re- 
putation of a good general. ——But it ſeems, at this 
time, that nobleman was over-ruled, and only acted 
in an inferior character; ſo that no part of the blame 
could be imputed to him, who declared his diſappro- 
bation of the ſtep, in conſequence: of which the 
whole army was in the utmoſt danger; but provi- 
dence or deſtiny acted miracles in their behalf, by diſ- 
poſing the Duc de Gramont to quit his advantageous 
poſt, paſs the defile, and attack the Engliſh, who 
were drawn up in order of battle on the plain, and 
who handled us fo roughly, that after Having loſt a 


great number of men, we turned our backs without 


ceremony, and fled with ſuch precipitation, that 
many hundreds periſhed in the river, through pure 
fear and confufion ; for the enemy was ſo generous, 
that they did not purſue us one inch of ground; and 
if our conſternation would have permitted, we might 
have retreated with great order and deliberation.— 
But notwithſtanding the royal clemency, of the king 
of Great Britain, who headed the allies in perſon, 


and no doubt, put a ſtop to the carnage, our loſs 


amounted to 5000 men, among whom were many 
officers of diſtintion.——Qur miſcarriage opened a 
paſſage for the foe to Hanau, whither they immedi- 
ately marched, leaving their ſick and wounded to the 
eare of the French, who next day toek poſſeſſion of 
the field of battle, buried the dead, and treated the 
living with humanity.—-—This- was a great conſola- 
tion to us, who thence took occaſion to claim the 
victory; and the genius of the French nation never 
appeared more conſpicuous than now, in the rhodo- 
montades they uttered on the ſubject of their genero- 
ſtty and courage: oy man, (by his own account) 


performed. 
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performed feats that would have ſhamed all the heroes 
of antiquity. — —— One compared himſelf to a lion 
retiring at leifure from his cowardly purſuers, who 
keep at a wary diſtance, and gall him with their darts. 
Another likened himſelf to a bear that re- 
treats with his faee to the enemy, who dare not aſſail 
him; and a third aſſumed the character of a deſpe- 
rate ſtag, that turns upon the hounds and keeps them 
at bay.—— There was not a private ſoldier engaged, 
who had not by the proweſs of his ſingle arm, demo- 
liſhed a whole platoon, or put a ſquadron of horſe 
to flight; and among others, the meagre gaſcon ex- 
tolled his exploits above thoſe of Hercules or Charle- 
magne. ——As I ftill retained my reſentment for the 
diſgrace I ſuffered in my laſt recontre with him, and 
now that I thought myſelf qualified, longed for an 
opportunity to retrieve my honour; I magnified the 
valour of the Engliſh with all the hyperboles I could 
imagine, and decried the puſillanimity of the French 
in the ſame ſtile, comparing them to hares flying be- 
fore grey-hounds, or mice purſued by cats; and paf- 
ſed an ironical compliment on the ſpeed he exerted in 
his flight, which, conſidering his age and infirmities, 
I ſaid was ſurpriſing. He was ſtung to the quick 
by this ſarcaſm, and, with an air of threatening diſ- 
dain, bid me know myſelf better, and remember the 
correction I had already received from him for my in- 
ſo'ence; for he might not be always in the humour 
of ſparing a wretch who abuſed his goodneſs, To this 
in uendo I made no reply but by a kick on the breech, 
which overturned him in an inſtant. He ſtarted 

up with wonderful agility, and drawing his ſword, 
attacked me with great fury: Several people inter- 
poſed, but when he informed them of its being an 
| affair 
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affair of honour, they retired; and left us to decide 
the battle by ourſelves. I ſuſtained his onſet with 
little damage, having only received a ſmall ſcratch on 
my right ſhoulder, and ſeeing his breath and vigour 
almoſt exhauſted, aſſaulted him in my turn, cloſed 
with him, and wreſted his ſword out of his hand in 


the ſtruggle. —— Having thus acquired the victory, 
I defired him to beg his life ; to which he made no an- 
ſwer, but ſhrugged up his ſhoulders to his ears, ex- 
panded his hands, elevated the ſkin of his forehead 
and eye-brows, and depreſſed the corners of his mouth, 
in ſuch a manner, that I could ſcarce: refrain from 


laughing aloud at his groteſque appearance. —'That 


I might, however, mortify his vanity, which had 
triumphed without bounds over my misfortune, I 
thruſt his ſword up to the hilt in ſomething (it was 
not a tanſy) that lay ſmoaking on the plain, and join- 
ed the reſt of the ſoldiers with an a air of W 
and indifference. 

There was nothing more of moment attempted by 
either of the armies during the remaining part of the 
campaign, which being ended, the Engliſh marched 
back to the Netherlands; part of our army was de- 
tached to French Flanders, and our regiment ordered 
to winter-quarters in Champagne. It was the 


fate of the grenadier company, to which I now be- 


longed, to lie at Rheims, where I found myſelf in the 
utmoſt want of every thing. My pay, which amounted 
to ſive ſols a day, far from ſupplying me with neceſ- 
ſaries, was ſcarce ſufficient to procure a wretched 


ſubſiſtence, to keep ſoul and body together; ſo that 


I was, by hunger and hard duty, brought down to the 
meagre condition of my fellow - ſoldiers, and my linen 


ſleeves 


| reduced from three tolerable ſhirts, to two pair of 
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ſleeves and necks, the bodies having been long ago 
converted into ſpatterdaſhes; and after all, I was bet- 
ter provided than any private man in the regiment.— 


In this urgency of my affairs, I wrote to my uncle 


in England, tho' my hopes from that quarter were 
not at all ſanguine, for the reaſons I have already ex- 


plained, and in the mean time had recourſe to my old 
remedy patience, conſoling myſelf with the flattering 
ſuggeſtions of a lively imagination, that never aban- 


doned me in my diſtreſs. 

One day, while 1 ſtood centinel at the gate of a 
general officer, a certain nobleman came to the door, 
followed by a gentleman in mourning, to whom at 
parting, I heard him ſay, © You may depend upon 
* my good offices. This aſſurance was anſwered 
by a low bow of the perſon in black, who turning to 
go away, diſcovered to me the individual counte- 
nance of my old friend and adherent Strap I was 
ſo much aſtoniſhed at the ſight, that I loft the power 
of utterance, and before I could recolleQ myſelf, he 
was gone, without taking any notice of me.——In- 
deed, had he ſtaid, I ſcarce would have ventured to 
accoſt him; becauſe, though I was perſectly well 
acquainted with the features of bis face, I could not 
be poſitively certain as to the reſt of his perſon, which 
was very much altered for the better, ſince he left 
me at London ; neither could I conjecture by what 
means he was enabled to appear in the ſphere of a 
gentleman, to which, while I knew him, be had not 
even the ambition to aſpire.— But I was too much 
concerned in the affair to neglect further information, 
and therefore took the firſt opportunity of aſking the 
porter if he knew the gentleman to whom the Mar- 


quiſs ſpoke, The Swiſs told me, his name was Mon- 


ſieur 
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fiear d'Eſtrapes, that he had been æ ale de chambre 
to an Engliſh gentleman lately deceaſed, and that he 
was very much regarded by the Marquiſs for his fide- 
lity to his maſter, between whom and that nobleman 
a very intimate friendſhip had ſubſiſted. Nothing 
could be more agreeable to me than this piece of in- 
telligence, which baniſhed all doubt of its being my 
friend, who had found means to irenchiiy his name 
as well as his behaviour, ſince we parted. As ſoon 
therefore, as I was relieved, I went to his lodging, 
according to a direction given me by the Swiſs, and 
had the good fortune to find him at home. That 1 
might ſarprize him the more, I concealed my name 
and buſineſs, and only deſited the ſervant of the 
houſe, to tell Monſieur d'Eſtrapes, that begged the 
honour of half an hour's converſation with him.— 
He was confounded and diſmayed at this meſſage, 
when he underſtood it was ſent by a ſoldier, though 


he was conſcious ts himſelf of no crime; all that he 


had heard of the Baſtile appeared to his imagination 
with aggravated horror, and it was not before I had 
waited a conſiderable time, that he had reſolution 
enough to bid the ſervant ſhew me up fairs. 
When I entered his chamber, he returned my bow 
with great civility, and endeavoured with forced 
complaiſance, to diſguiſe his fear, which appeared in 
the paleneſs of his face, the wildneſs of his looks, and 
the ſhaking of his limbs. —] was diverted at his 


conſternation, which redoubled, when I told him (in 
French) I had bufineſs for his private ear, and de- 
manded a particular audience.—— The valet being 
withdrawn, I aſked in the ſame language, if his name 
was d'Eftrapes, to which he anſwered, with a faul- 
tering tongue, The ſame, at your ſervice. - — 

ie 
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Are you a Frenchman ?” (ſaid I.)——* I have not 
the honour of being a Frenchman born (replied he) 
but T have an infinite veneration for the country. 
then deſired he would do me the honour to look at 
me, which he no ſooner did, than ſtruck with my 
appearance, he ſtarted back and cried in Engliſh, 
O Jeſus! — fure it can't! No, tis impoſſi- 
ble! II ſmiled at his interjections, ſaying, I ſup- 
© poſe you are too much of a gentleman to own your 
friend in adverſity.” ==——— When he heard me pro- 
nounce theſe words in our own language, he leaped 
upon me in a tranſport of joy, hung about my neck, 
kiſſed me from ear to ear, and blubbered like a great 
ſchool-boy who has been whipt. Then obſerving 
my dreſs, he ſet up his throat, crying, O Ld? 
© OL—— dl that ever I ſhould live to ſee my deareſt 
© friend reduced to the condition of a foot ſoldier in 
the French ſervice! Why did you conſent to my 
leaving you? But I know the reaſon 
you thought you had got more creditable friends, 
and grew aſhamed of my acquaintance. Ah! 
Lord help us! though I was a little ſhort-ſighted, 
I was not altogether blind; —— And though I did. 
not complain, I was not the leſs ſenſible of your 
* unkindneſs, which was indeed the only thing that 
induced me to ramble abroad, the Lord knows whi- 
ther; but I muſt own it has been a lucky ramble for 
me, and ſo I forgive you, and may God forgive 
* you :——O L—d! OL d] is it come to this? 
I was nettled at the charge, which, though juſt, I 
could not help thinking unſeaſonable, and told him 
with ſom- artneſs, that whether his ſuſpicions were 
well or ill grounded, he might have choſen a more 
convenient opportunity of introducing them: And 
55 
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that the queſtion now was, whether or no he found 
| himſelf diſpoſed to lend me any afliſtance.——_ 


© Diſpoſed! (replied he with great emotion) I thought 


; 


© without aſking, that I and all that belongs to me 
are at your command.——ln the mean time, you 
© ſhall dine with me, and I will tell you ſomething 
© that, Perhaps, will not be diſpleaſing unto you.” 
—— Then wringing my hand, he ſaid, It makes 
| © my heart bleed to ſee you in that garb !——1 
. | thanked him for his invitation, which, I obſerved, 
4 could not be unwelcome, to a perſon who had not ea- 
ten a comfortable meal theſe ſeven months ; but I 
| had another requeſt to make, which I begged he 
| would grant before dinner, and that was the loan of 
a ſhirt: For although my back had been many weeks 
a ſtranger to any comfort of this kind, my ſkin was 
not yet quite familiarized to the want of it. He 
; ſtared in my face, with a woeful countenance, at this 
F > declaration, which he would ſcarce believe, until I 
explained it, by unbuttoning my coat, and diſcloſing 
my naked body; a circumſtance that ſhocked the ten- 
derthearted Strap, who, with tears in his eyes, run 
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ſented to me a very fine ruffled holland ſhirt, and cam- 
btick neckscloth, aſſuring me, he had three dozen of 
the ſame kind at my ſervice.— I was raviſhed at this 
piece of good news, and having accommodated my- 
ſelf in a moment, hugged my benefactor for his ge- 
nerous offer, ſing, [ was overjoyed: to find him un- 
debauched by proſperity, which ſeldom fails of cor- 
rupting the heart. dl beſpoke for dinner, ſome 
ſoup and bouille, a couple of pullets roaſted, and a 
diſh of aſparagus, aud! in Sn interim entertained me 

with 


* 


you had known me fo well, as to aſſure yourſelt, 


to a cheſt of drawers, and taking out ſome linen, pre- 
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with biſcuit and burgundy; after which he entreated 
me to gratify his longing deſire of knowing every cir- 
cumſtance of my fortune ſince his departure from 
London.—=— This I complied with, beginning at the 
adventure of Gawky, and relating every particular 
event in which I had been concerned from that day to 
the preſent hour. During the recital, my friend was 
ſtrongly affected, according to the various ſituations 
deſcribed: He ftarted with ſurprize, glowed with 
indignation, gaped with curioſity, ſmiled with plea» 
ſure, trembled with fear, and wept with ſorrow, as 
the viciſſitudes of my life inſpired theſe different paſſi- 
ons; and when my ſtory was ended, ſignified his 
amazement on the whole, by lifting up his eyes and 
hands, and proteſting, that'tho' I was a young man, 
I had ſuffered more than all the blefled martyrs. | 
After dinner, I deſired, in my turn, to know the 
particulars of his peregrination, and he ſatisfied me 
in a few words, by giving me to underſtand that he 
had lived a year at Paris with his maſter, who, in 
that time, having acquired the language, as well as 
the faſhionable exerciſes, to perfection, made a tour 
of France and Holland, during which excurſion, he 
was ſo. unfortunate as to meet with three of his own 
countrymen on their travels, in whoſe company he 
committed ſuch exceſſes, that his conſtitution failed, 
and he fell into a conſumption; that by the advice 
of phyſicians he went to Montpelier for the benefit 
of good air, and recovered fo well in ſix weeks, that 
he returned to Rheims, ſeemingly in good health, 

where he had not continued aboye a month, when he 
was ſeized with a looſeneſs, that carried him off i in 
ten days, to the unſpeakable ſorrow of all who knew 
* and eſpecially of Strap, who had been very 
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happy in his ſervice, and given ſuch ſatisfaction, that 
his maſter on his death-bed, recommended him to ſe- 


veral perſons of diſtinction, for his diligence, ſobrie- 


ty, and affection, and left him by will, his wearing 
apparel, gold watch, ſword, rings, ready money, 
and all the moveables he had in France, to the value 
of three hundred pounds, which I now (ſaid he) 
in the ſight of God and man, ſurrender to your ab- 
ſolute diſpoſal: Here are my keys, take them, I 
< beſeech you, and God give you joy of the poſſeſſion.” 

My brain was almoſt turned with this ſudden 
change of fortune, which I could ſcarce believe real; 

however, I poſitively refuſed this extravagant proffer 
of ray friend, and put him in mind of wy being a ſol- 
dier; at which he ſtarted, crying, Odfo! that's 
true we mult procure your diſcharge——]I have 
© ſome intereſt with a nobleman who is able to do me 
© that favour.'— 
and it was determined, that Monſieur d*Eftrapes, 


ſhould wait upon the Marquiſs in the morning, and 
tell him he had by accident found his brother, whom 


he had not ſeen for many years before, a private ſol- 
dier in theregiment of Picardie, and implore that no- 
bleman's intereſt for his diſcharge. ——In the mean 
time, we enjoyed ourſelves over a bottle of good Bur- 
gundy, and ſpent the evening in concerting ſchemes 
for our future conduct, in cafe J ſhould be ſo lucky as 
to get rid of the army.—— The buſineſs was to make 
ourſelves eaſy for life, by means of his legacy, a taſk 
very difficult, and, in the uſual methods of laying out 
money, altogether impraCticable ; ſo that after much 


canvaſing, we could come to no reſolution that night, 


but when we parted, recommended the matter to the 
ſerious attention of each other. —As for my own part, 
9 1 puzzled 


We conſulted about this affair, 
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I puzzled my imagination to no purpoſe ; when I 
thought of turning merchant, the ſmallneſs of our 
ſtock, and the riſk of ſeas, enemies, and markets, 
deterred me from that ſcheme. If I ſhould ſet- 
tle as a ſurgeon in my own country, I would find 
the buſineſs already' overſtocked ; or if I pretended 
to ſet up in England, muſt labour under want of 
friends, and powerful oppoſition, obſtacles unſur- 
mountable by the moſt ſhining merit; neither would 
I ſucceed in my endeavours to riſe in the ſtate, inaſ- 
much as I could neither flatter nor pimp for courtiers, 
nor proſtitute my pen in defence of a wicked and 
contemptible adminiſtration. Before I could form 
one feaſible project, I fell aſleep, and my fancy 
was bleſſed with the image of the dear Narciſſa, who 
ſeemed to ſmile upon my paſſion, and offer her hand 
as a reward for all my toils. 

Early in the morning, I went to 11 n of 
my friend, whom I found exulting over his happy 
invention; for I no ſooner entered his apartment, 
than he addreſſed me in theſe words, with a ſmile of 
ſelf-applauſe : © Well, Mr. Random, a lucky thought 
may come into a fool's head ſometimes ———T 
* have hit it PII hold you a burton my plan is 
© better than yours, for all your learning. But you 
£ ſhall have the preference in this as in all other 
things; therefore proceed, and let us know the 
effects of your meditation, ———and then I will 
« impart my own ſimple excogitations.'———] told 
him, that not one thought occured to me which 
deſerved: the leaſt notice, and ſignified my impati- 
ence to be acquainted with the fruits of his reflection. 
——— As we have not (taid he) money ſufficient 
to maintain us during a tedious expectation, it is 


Vol. II. EC my 
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my opinion, that a bold puſh. muſt be made, and 
II ſee none ſo likely to ſucceed as your appearing in 
the character of a gentleman (whichiis your due) 

and making your addreſſes to ſome lady of fortune J 

« who can render you independent at once. h 

« Nay, don't ſtare I affirm. that this ſcheme is d 

both prudent and honourable; for I would not h 

* have you. throw yourſelf away upon an old tooth- tl 

_ © leſs, wheezing dame, whoſe, breath would ſtink n 

© you into a conſumption in leſs than three months; . 

fi 

i 

Tc 
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© neither would I adviſe you to aſſume the character 
of a wealthy Squire, as your common fortune» 
£ hunters do, by which means many a poor lady is 
< cheated into matrimony, and inſtead of enjoying 
the pomp and grandeur that was promiſed, ſees 


her dowry ſeized by her huſband's rapacious credi- tr 

< tors, and herſelf reduced to miſery and deſpair. W. 
No, I know you have a ſoul that diſdains bs 

3 © ſuch impoſition; and are maſter of qualifications 2 
4 < both of mind and body, which alone entitle you by 
F © to a match, that will ſet you above the world. —I g 


have cloaths in my poſſeſſion, that a duke need 
not be aſhamed to wear. I believe they will 18. 
fit you as they are if not, there are plenty 


6 of taylors in France. Let us take a ſhort ” 
© trip to Paris, and provide ourſelves in all other ne- BY: 
© ceflaries, then ſet out for England, where I intend on 
© to do myſelf the honcur of attending you in quality 0 
of valet. This will fave you the expence of a 2 
© ſervant, ſhaving and dreſſing; and I doubt not but *. 
by the bleſſing of God, we ſhall bring matters to ＋ 
© a ſpeedy and fortunate iſſue.” Extravagant as FE 
this propoſal was, I liſtened to it with pleaſure, be- wi 


cauſe it flattered my vanity, and indulged a ridicu- 
> | lous 
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ſous hope I began to entertain of inſpiring Narciſſa 
with a mutual flame. 


After breakfaſt, Monſieur d' Eſtrapes went to pay 


his devoirs to the Marquiſs, and was ſo ſucceſsful in 


His application, that J obtained a diſcharge in 'a few 
days, upon which we ſet out for Paris. Here TI 


had time to reflect and congratulate myſelf upon 


this ſudden tranſition of fate, which to bear with 
moderation, required ſome degree of philoſophy 
and ſelf-denial. ——— This will be more obvious, if 
I give a detail of the particulars, to the quiet poſſeſ- 
ſion of which J was raiſed in an inen, from the 
moſt abject miſery and contempt. My ward- 
robe conſiſted of five faſhionable coats full mounted, 
two of which' were plain, one of cut velvet, one 
trimmed with gold, and another with ſilver-lace; 
two frocks, one of white drab with large plate but- 
tons, the other of blue, with gold binding; one 
waſte=coat of gold brocade ; one of blue ſlttin, em- 
broidered with filver ; one of green ſilk, trimmell 
with broad figured gold lace; one of black filk, 
with figures; one of white fattin; one of black 
cloth, and one of ſcarlet ; fix pair of cloth-breeches ; 
one pair of crimſon, and another of black velvet; 
twelve pair of white filk ſtockings, as many of 
black filk, and the fame number of fine cottom; 
one hat, laced with gold point Eſpange, another 
with filver-lace ſcolloped, a third with gold binding, 
and a fourth plain; 
ſhirts; as many neckcloths; one dozen of cam- 
brick handkerchiefs, and the like number of filk. 
The other moveables which I poſſefled by the gene- 
roſity and friendſhip of Strap, were, a gold watch 
with a chaſed caſe, two valuable diamond rings, 

| E 2 * two 


three dozen of fine ruffled 
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two mourning ſwords, one with a filver handle, and 
4 fourth cut ſteel inlaid with gold; a diamond ſtock 
buckle, and a ſet of ſtone buckles for the knees and 
ſhoes ; a pair of ſilver mounted piſtols with rich hou- 
ſings; a gold headed cane, and a ſnuff-box of tor- 
toiſe-ſhell mounted with gold, having the picture of 
a lady in the lid. The gentleman left many other 
things of value, which my friend had coverted into 
caſh before I met with him, ſo that over and above 
theſe particulars, our ſtock in ready money amounted 
to ſomething more than two hundred pounds. 


Thus equipt, I put on the gentleman of figure, | 


and attended by my honeſt friend, who was content- 
ed with the ſtation of my valet, I viſited the Louvre, 
examined the gallery of Luxemburgh, and appeared 
at Verſailles, where I had the honour of ſeeing his 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty eat a conſiderable quantity of 
olives.— During the month I ſpent at Paris, I 


- went ſeveral times to court, the Italian opera, and 


Play-houſe, danced at a maſquerade, and in ſhort 
faw every thing remarkable i in and about that capital. 


way of Flanders, paſſed through Bruſſels, Ghent, 
and Bruges, and took ſhipping at Oſtend, from 
whence in fourteen hours we arrived at Deal, hired 
a poſt-chaiſe, and in twelve hours more got ſafe to 
London ; having diſpoſed of our heavy baggage in 
the waggon. 


CHAP. 


After which we ſet out for England by the 
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CHAP. XLV. 


1 enguire about my uncle, and underfland he is Ls 
to ſea take lodgings at Charing-croſs 
to the play, where I meet with an SE.” 
go to an ordinary; the gueſts deſcribed be- 


come acquainted with Medlar and doctor 
We agtail. 


8 ſoon as we alighted at the Inn, 1 diſpatched 

Strap to enquire: about my uncle, at the Sam- 

"ſon and Lion in Wapping ; and he returned in a little 
time with az account of Mr. Bowling's having. gone 


to ſea, mate of a merchant ſhip, after a long and un- 


ſucceſsful application and attendance at the admiralty ; 
where, it ſeems, the intereſt he depended upon, was 
not ſufficient to reinftate him, or recover the pay that 
was due to him when he quitted the Thunder. 

Next day I hired very handſome lodgings not far 
from Charing-crols ; and in the evening. dreſſed my- 
ſelf in a plain ſuit of the true Paris cut, and appeared 
in a front box at the play, where I ſaw a good deal of 
company, and had vanity enough to make me believe, 
that I was obſerved with an uncommon degree of at- 
tention and applauſe. This filly conceit intoxicated 
me ſo much, that I was guilty of a thouſand ridicu- 
lous coquetries, and I dare ſay, how favourable ſo- 
ever the thoughts of the company might be at my 
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firſt appearance, they were ſoon changed, by my ab- 
ſurd behaviour, into pity or contempt.— I got up 
and fat down, covered and uncovered my head twen- 
ty times between the acts; pulled out my watch, clap- 
ped it to my ear, wound it up, ſet it, gave it the hear- 
ing again; diſplayed my ſnuff-box, affected to 


take ſnuff, that I might have an opportunity of ſhew- 


ing my brilliant, and wiped my noſe with a perfumed 
handkerchief ;———then dangled my cane, and ad- 
juſted my ſword-knot, and acted many more fooleries 
of the ſame kind, in hopes of obtaining the character 
of a pretty fellow, in the acquiring of which, I found 
two conſiderable obſtructions in my diſpoſition; 
namely, a natural reſerve, and jealous ſenſibility.— 
Fain would I have entered into converſation with the 
people around me ; but was reſtrained by the fear of 
being cenſured for my aſſurance, as well as by re- 
flecting that T was more entitled to a compliment of 
this kind from them than they to ſuch condeſcenſion 
from a ſtranger like-me. How often did I red- 
den at the frequent whiſpers and loud laughter of my 
fellow beaux, which Timagined were excited by me! 
and how often did I envy the happy indifference of 
thoſe choice ſpirits who beheld the diſtreſs of the 
ſcene, without diſcovering the leaft ſymptom of ap- 

robation or concern! My attention was engaged in 


ſpite of myſelf, and I could not help weeping with 


the heroine of the ſtage; though I practiſed a great 
many ſhifts to conceal this impolite piece of weak- 
neſs. When the play was ended, I ſat waiting for 
an opportunity of handing ſome lady to her coach; 
but every one was attended by ſuch a number of of- 
ficious gallants, that for a long time I was baulked in 
my expectation. At length, however, I per- 
| ceived 
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ceived a very handſome creature, genteelly dreſſed, 

ſitting by herſelf in a box, at ſome diſtance from me z 

upon which I went up to her, and offered my ſervice. 

——— She ſeemed to be in ſome confuſion, thanked me 

for my complaiſance, and with a tender look declined 
giving me the trouble; looking at her watch, and 
teſtifying her ſurprize at the negligence df her foot - 
man, whom ſhe had ordered to have a chair ready 
for her at that hour. I repeated my intreaty with 
all the eloquence and compliment I was maſter of ; 
and in the event, ſhe was prevailed upon to accept of 
a Propoſal I made to ſend my ſervant for a chair or 
coach. Accordingly, Strap was detached for that 
purpoſe, and returned without ſucceſs, there being 
none to be found ; by this time the play-houle Was 
quite empty, and we were obliged to retire: As I led 
her through the paſſage, I obſerved five or fix young 
fellows of faſhion, ſtanding in a corner, one of 
whom, as I thought, tipt my charmer the wink, and 
when we were paſt, I heard them ſet up the loud 
laugh. This arrouſed my attention, and I was 
reſolved to be fully ſatisfied of this lady's character, 
before I ſhould have any nearer connexion with her.. 
As no convenience appeared, I propoſed, that 


I ſhould conduct her to a tavern, where we might 


ftay a few minutes, until my ſervant could fetch a 
i coach from the Strand. She ſeemed particularly 
ſhy of truſting herſelf in a tavern with a ſtranger; 
but at laſt, yielded to my pathetic remonſtrances, 
rather than endanger her health, by remaining in a 
cold damp thorough- fare. —— Having thus far ſuc- 
ceeded, I begged to know what wine ſhe would be 
pleaſed to drink a glaſs of; but ſhe profeſſed the great- 
ell averſion to all ſorts of ſtrong liquors; and it was 
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with much difficulty that I could perſuade her to eat a 
jelly.— In the mean time, I endeavoured to alle- 
viate the uneaſineſs ſhe diſcovered, by ſaying all the 
agreeable things I could think of; at which the 

would often ſigh, and regard me with a languiſhing 
look, that ſeemed too near a-kin to the lewd leer of 
a courtezan.—— This diſcovery added to my former 
ſuſpicion, while it put me upon my guard againſt her 
arts, diveſted me of reſerve, and enabled me to en- 
tertain her with more gaiety and freedom. 
In the courſe of our converſation, I preſſed her to al- 
low me the honour of waiting upon her next day, at 
her lodgings, which ſhe, with many apologies, refuſed, 
left it ſhould give umbrage to Sir John, who was of a 
diſpoſition apt to be fretted with trifles. This in- 
formation, by which I was to underſtand that her 
huſband was a knight, did not check my addreſſes, 
which became more and more importunate, and I was 
even hardy enough to raviſh a kiſs.—But, O heavens! 
inſtead of banqueting on the ambroſial flavour, that 
her delicacy and complection promiſed, I was almoſt 
ſuffocated with the ſteams of Geneva ! An exhalation 
of this kind from a mouth which had juſt before de- 
clared an utter abhorrence of all ſpirituous liquors, 
not only changed my doubts into certainty, but my 
raptures into loathing ; and it would have been i im- 
poſſible for me to have preſerved common complai- 
ſance five minutes longer, when my ſervant returndd 
with a coach. I took the advantage of this occa- 


ſion, and preſented my hand to the lady, who put 
in practice againſt me the whole artillery of her 


-charms, ogling, languiſhing, ſighing, and ſqueez- 
ing, with ſo little reſerve, that Strap perceived her 
tenderneſs, and rubbed bis hands * joy as he fol- 
lowed 


$1 
lowed us to the door ; but I was proof againſt 
all her endearments, and handed her into the coach 
with an intention to take my leave immediately. She 
gueſſed my deſign, and invited me to her houſe, 
whiſpering, that now Sir John was gone to. bed, ſhe 
could have the pleaſure of my converſation for half 
an hour without interruption. I told her, there 
was. no mortification I would not undergo, rather 
than endanger the repoſe of her ladyſhip ; and bid- 
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ding the coachman drive on, wiſhed her a good night. : 


She loſt all temper at my indifference, and ſtopping 
the coach at the diſtance of about twenty yards from 
me, popped out her head, and bawled with the lungs 
550 a fiſu- woman, D—n you, you dog, won't you 

© pay the coach-kire?* J made no anſwer: Upon 
which ſhe held forth againſt me with an eloquence 
peculiar to herſelf; calling me pitiful fellow, ſcoun- 
drel, and an hundred ſuch appellations ; and conclud- 
ing with an oath, that for all my appearance, ſhe be- 
lieved I had got no money in my pocket, 

Having thus vented her indignation, ſhe ordered 
the coachman to proceed, and I returned to the ta- 
vern, where I beſpoke ſomething for ſupper, very 
well pleaſed at the iſſue of this adventure. I dif- 
penſed with the attendance of the waiter at table, on 
pretence that my own ſervant was preſent, and when 
we were alone, ſaid to Strap; Well, Monſieur 
d' Eſtrapes, what d'ye think of this lady?* My 
friend, who had not opened his mouth fince her de- 
parture, could make no other reply than the mono- 
ſyllable, « Think !' which he. pronounced. with a 
note of fear and aſtoniſhment, ——Surprized at this 
emphaſis, I ſurveyed my valet, and perceiving a 


wildneſs in his looks, aſked if he had ſeen his grand- 
ee | father's 
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father's ghoſt? ———< Ghoſt! (ſaid he) I am ſure 1 
have ſeen a devil incarnate! Who would have 
thought that ſo much deviliſh malice and Billingſ- 

gate, could Jurk under ſuch ſweetneſs of counte- 
© nance and modefty of behaviour? Ah! God help 
us!] Fronti nulla fides—nimium ne crede colori but 
Ve ought to down on our knees and bleſs God for 
delivering us from the jaws of that painted ſepulchre.” 

—[ was pretty much of Strap's opinion, and though I 
did not believe myſelf in any danger from the allure- 
ments of that ſiſterhood, I determined to act with 
great circumſpection for the future, and ſhun all com- 
merce of that kind, as equally prejudieial to my purſe 
6 and conſtitution. 

My next care was to introduce myſelf into a ſet 
of good acquaintance ; for which purpoſe, I fre- 
quented 2 certain coffee-houſe, noted for the reſort 
of good company, Engliſh as well as foreigners, 
where my appearance procured all the civilities and 
advances I could defire. There being an ordinary in 
the ſame houſe, I went up ftairs to dinner with the 
other gueſts, and found myſelf at table with thirteen 
people, the greateſt part of whom were better dreſſed 
than myſelf. —The converſation, which was moſtly 
carried on in French, turned chiefly on politicks ; 
and I ſoon found the whole company was in the 
French intereſt, myſelf excepted, and a teſty old 
gentleman, who contradicted every thing that was 
advanced in favour of his Moſt Chriftian Majeſty, 1 
with a ſurlineſs truly Engliſh. But this truſty pa- 
triot, who had never been out of his own country, 
and drew all his maxims and notions from prejudice 
and hearſay, was very unequal to his antagoniſts, 
whowere fuperior to him in learning and — 
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and often took the liberty of travellers, in aſſerting 
things which were not ſtrictly true, becauſe they thought 
themſelves in no danger of being detected by him.— 
The claim of the queen of Spain tòô the Auſtrian 
dominions in Italy, was fully explained and vindicat- 
ed, by a perſon Who ſat oppoſite to me, and by the 
folemnity of his manner, and the richneſs of his ap- 
parel, ſeemed to be a foreign ambaſſador. —— This 
diſſertation introduced another on the Pragmatic | 
Sanction, handled with great warmth bya young gen- 
tleman at my right hand, dreſſed in a green frock 
trimmed with gold, who juſtified the French king for 
his breach of that contract; and affirmed that he 
could not have obſerved it, without injuring his own 
glory.———Although I was not at all convinced by this 
gentleman” s arguments, I could not help admiring 
his vivacity, which I imagined muſt be the effect of 
his illuſtrious birth, and noble education, and ac- 
cordingly rated him in my conjeCture as a young 
prince on his travels. ——— The diſcourſe was after- 
wards ſhifted by an old gentleman of a very martial 
appearance, to the laſt campaign, then the battle of 
Dettingen was fought over again, with fo many cir- 
cumſtances to the honour of the French, and diſad- 
vantage of the Allies, that I began to entertain ſome 
doubts of my having been there in perſon ; and took 
the liberty to mention ſome objections to what he ad- 
vanced.—— This introduced a diſpute which laſted a 
RE good while, to the mortification of all preſent ; and 
was at Jaſt referred to the determination of a grave 
perſon, whom they tiled doctor, and who under a 
* ſhew. of great moderation, decided it againſt me, 
with fo little regard to truth, that T taxed him with 
* in pretty ſevere terms, to the no ſmall enter- 
tainmens 
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tainment of the true Engliſh politician, who rejoiced at 
my defence of a cauſe he had ſo often eſpouſed with- 


out ſucceſs: My opponent pleaſed with the victory 


he had gained, affected a great deal of candour, and 
told me, he would not have been ſo poſitive, if he 
had not been at great pains to inform himſelf of each 
particular———* Indeed (faid he) I am convinced, 
that, the previous ſteps conſidered, things could 
not happen otherwiſe ; for we generals who have 
< 'ſeen ſervice, tho' we may not be on the ſpot our- 
« ſelves, know by the leaſt ſketch of the diſpoſition, 
* what muſt be the event.“ He then cenſured, 
with great freedom, every circumſtance of the conduct 
of thoſe who commanded the Allies; from thence 
made a tranſition to the Miniftry, which he honoured 
with many inveCtives, for employing people who had 
neither experience nor capacity, to the prejudice of 
old officers who had been diſtinguiſhed for both; 
dropt many hints of his own jmportance ; and con- 
cluded with obſerving, that the French and Spani- 
ards knew better how to value generals of merit ; the 
good effects of which are ſeen in the conqueſts they 
gain, and -the admirable diſcipline of their troops, 
which are at the ſame time better cloathed and paid 
than any ſoldiers in the univerſe. Theſe remarks fur- 
niſhed the green knight with an opportunity of 
launching out in the praife of French government 
in general, civil as well as military; on which occaſion 
he made many odious compariſons to the diſadyan- 
tage of the Engliſh: Every body, almoſt, aſſented 
to the obſervations he made, and the doctor gave his 
ſanction, by ſaying, the people in France were un- 
doubtedly the happieſt ſubjects in the world.. 
J was ſo much aſtoniſhed an confounded at their 
70 infatuation 
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infatuation and effrontery, that I had not power to 
utter one word in oppoſition to their aſſertions; but 
my moroſe aſſociate could not put up with the indig- 
nity that was offered to old England, and therefore 
with a fatirical grin addreſſed himſelf to the general 
in theſe words: Sir, Sir, I have often heard it ſaid, 
© She's a willianous bird that befouls her own neſt. — 
As for what thoſe people who are foreigners ſay, I 
don't mind it, they know no better; but you who 
© were bred and born, and have got your bread under 
© the Engliſh government, ſhould have more regard 
* to gratitude as well as truth, in cenſuring your na- 
© tive country. If the miniſtry have thought fit 
to lay you aſide, I ſuppoſe they have their own rea- 
* ſons for ſo doing; and you ought to remember that 
you ſtill live on the bounty of this nation. — As 
© for theſe gentlemen, (meaning the prince and ambaſ- 
© ſador) who make ſo free with our conſtitution, 
laws and genius of our people, I think they might 
© ſhew a little more reſpe& for their benefaQors, 
who, I muſt own, are to blame in harbouring, pro- 
tecting and encouraging fuch ungrateful vagrants 
as they are.'———At theſe words the chevalier in 
green ſtarted up in a great paſſion, and laying his 
hand on the hilt of his hanger, exclaimed, © Ha! 
« foutre — The Engliſhman on the other hand, 
graſping his cane, cried, Don't Hutre me, firrah, 
© or by G——d Tl knock you down.” — The 
company interpoſed, the Frenchman ſat down again, 
_ his antagoniſt proceeded * Lookee, monſieur, 

you know very well, that had you dared to ſpeak ſo 
freely of the adminiftration of your own country 
in Paris, as you have done of ours in London, you 
would have been ſent to the Baſtile without cere- 


* 
- 


o 


£ 


1 mony, 
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© mony, where you might have rotied in a dungeon; 
and never ſeen the light of the ſun again.——Now, 
Sir, take my word for it, although our conſtitution 
« ſcreens us from ſuch oppreſſion, we want not laws 
to chaſtiſe the authors of ſeditious diſcourſe ; 
and if I hear another ſyllable out of your mouth, 
* in contempt or prejudice of this kingdom, -I will 
give you a convincing proof of what I advance, and 
© have you laid by the heels for your preſumption.'— 
This declaration had an effect on the company, as 
ſudden as ſurprizing: The young prince be- 
came ſupple as a ſpaniel, the ambaſſador trembled, 
the general fat ſilent and abaſhed, and the doctor, 
who, it ſeems, had felt the rod of power, grew pale 


as death, and aſſured us all, that be had no intention 


to affront any perſon or people. ——* Your principles, 
doctor, (reſumed the old gentleman) are no ſecret 

El have nothing to ſay upon that head; but am 
very much ſurprized, that a man who deſpiſes us 
© ſo much, ſhould notwithſtanding live among us, 
© when he has no viſible motive for ſo doing. 
Why don't you take up your habitation in your 
beloved France, where you may rail at England 
© without cenſure ?*—— To. this the doctor thought 
proper to make no reply; and an: unſocial ſilence 
enſued ; which I perceiving, took notice, that it was 
pity ſuch idle diſputes, maintained very often for 
whim or diverſion, ſhould create any miſunderſtand- 
ing among gentlemen of good ſenſe! and propoſed to 
drink down all animoſity in another bottle..—— This 
motion was applauded by the whole company: The 
wine was brought, and the Engliſh champion de- 
claring he had no ſpleen againſt any man for differ- 


ing in * from him, any more than for difference 
of 
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of complexion, drank to the good health of all pre- 
ſent ; the compliment was returned, and the conver-' * 
fation once more became unreſerved, though more 
general than before. Among other topicks the 
ſubject of war was introduced, on which the general 
declaimed with great eloquence, recounting many of 
his own exploits by way of illuſtration. In the 
courſe of his harangue he happened to mention the 
word epaulement, upon which the teſty gentleman 
aſked the meaning of that term. III tell you 
£ what an epaulement is, (replied he)—lI never ſaw 
an epaulement but once —— and that was at the 
ſiege of Namur In a council of war, mon- 
ſieur Cohorn, the famous engineer, afirmed that 
the place could not be taken.. Ves, (ſaid the 
prince of Vaudemont) it may be taken by an epaule- 
ment. This was immediately put in execution, 
and in twenty-four hours Marſhal Boufflers was 
< fain to capitulate.” Here he made a full ſtop, 
and the old gentleman repeated the queſtian, © But 
pray what is an epaulement ?*——To this the offi- 
eer made no immediate reply, but rung the bell and 
called for a bill, which being brought, he threw 
down his proportion of the reckoning, and telling the 
company, he would ſhew them what an epaylement 
is, when his Majefty thought fit to intruſt him with 
the command of our army abroad, ſtrutted away 
with great dignity.———T could not imagine whyhe 
was ſo ſhy of explaining one of the moſt ſimple terms 
of fortification ; which I forthwith deſcribed as a 
ſide- work compoſed of earth, gabions, or faſcines 
but I was very much ſurprized when J afterwards un- 
derſtood that his reſerve. proceeded from his igno- T 1 
rance. Having paid our bill, we adjourned to — BM 
a 5 the 4 | 1 
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dined above. 


© ſhort impriſonment. 
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the coffee-room, where my fellow-labourer inſiſted 
on treating me with a diſh, giving me to underſtand 
at the ſame time, that I had acquired his good opi- 
nion, both with reſpect to my principles and intellects 
=— | thanked him for his compliment, and pro- 
feſſing myſelf an utter ſtranger in this part of the 
world, begged he would have the goodneſs to inform 
me of the quality and characters of the people who 
— This requeſt was a, real favour to 
one of his diſpoſition, which was no leſs communi- 
cative than curious; he therefore complied with 
great ſatisfaction, and let me know, to my extreme 
aſtoniſhment, that the ſuppoſed young prince was a 
dancer at one of the theatres; and the ambaſſador no 
other than a fidler belonging to the opera. The 
doctor, (ſaid he) is a Roman Catholick prieſt, who 
< ſometimes appears in the character of an officer, 
and aſſumes the name. of captain; but more gene- 
© rally takes the garb, title and behaviour of a phy- 
c ſician, in which capacity he wheedles himſelf into 
the confidence of weak-minded people, and by ar- 
© guments no leſs ſpecious than falſe, converts them 
« from their religion and allegiance. He has been 
© in the hands of juſtice more than once for ſuch prac- 
« tices; but he is a ſly dog, and manages matters with 
© ſo much craft, that hitherto he has eſcaped for a 
As for the general, you 
may ſee he has owed his promotion more to his in- 
« tereſt than his capacity; and now that the eyes of 
< the miniſtry are opened, his friends, dead, or be- 
come inconſiderable, he is ſtruck off the liſt, and 
< obliged to put up with a yearly penſion ; in conſe- 

* quence of this reduction, he is become malecontent, 
* and enveighs againſt the government in all compa- 
4 | +» $ nies, 
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nies, with ſo little diſcretion, that I am ſurpriſed 


at the lenity of the adminiſtration in overlooking 
his inſolence, but the truth of the matter is, he 


_ owes his ſafety to his weakneſs and want of impor- 


tance. 


He has ſeen a little, and but a little ſer- 


vice, and yet if you will take his word for it, there 
has not been a great action performed in the field 


ſince the revolution, in which he was not princi- 
pally concerned. When a ſtory is told of any 
great general, he immediately matches it with one 
of himſelf, though he is often unhappy in his inven- 
tion, and commits ſuch groſs blunders in the detail, 
that every body is in pain for him. Cæſar, Pom- 
pey, and Alexander the Great are continually in 
his mouth; and as he reads a good deal without 
any judgment to digeſt it, his ideas are confuſed, 
and his harangues as unintelligible as infinite ; for, 
once he begins, there 1s no chance of his leaving 
off ſpeaking, while one perſon remains to yield 
attention ; therefore the only expedient I know, 
of putting a ſtop to his loquacity, 1s to lay hold of 
ſome incongruity he has uttered, and demand an 
explanation ; or aſk the meaning of ſome difficult 
term that he knows by name only, this will effectu- 
ally put him to ſilence, if not to flight, as it hap- 
pened when; I enquired about an epaulement.—— 
Had he been acquainted with the ſignification of 
that word, his triumph would have been intolera- 
ble, and we muſt have quited the field firſt, or been 
worried with impertinence.'——Having thus gra- 


tified my curioſity, the old gentleman began to diſco- 


ver his own, in queſtions relating to myſelf, to which 


a thought proper to return ambiguous anſwers.— 


I 
r Sir, (ſaid he) you have travelled.— I an- 


© ſwered, 


= 
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* ſwered, Ves. I dare ſay, you would find it 
very expenſive (ſaid he I replied, © To be ſure, 


one cannot travel without money.” That J 
* know by experience (ſaid he) for I myſelf take a 
* trip to Bath or Tunbridge every ſeaſon ; and one 
* muſt pay ſauce for what he has on the road as well 
in other countries as in this. That's a very 
pretty ſtone in your ring, — give me leave, Sir, 
© the French have attained to a wonderful ſkill in 
making compoſitions of this kind. Why 
now, this looks almoſt as well as a diamond. 
* Almoſt as well, Sir, (ſaid I) why not altogether ? = 
* I'm ſure if you underſtand any thing of Jewels, 
you muſt perceive at firſt ſight, that this ſtone is a 
s real diamond, and that of a very fine water. — — 
© Take it in your hand and examine it.” He 
did ſo, with ſome confuſion, and returned it, rg 
I aſk your pardon, I fee it is a true brilliant of im- 
© menſe value.——1 imagined his reſpect for me in- 
creaſed after this inquiry; therefore to captivate his 
eſteem the more, I told him, I Would ſhew him a feal 
of compoſition, engraved after a very valuable an- 
tique; upon which I pulled out my watch with a 
rich gold chain, adorned with three ſeals ſet in gold, 
and an opal ring. He viewed each of them with 
great eagerneſs, handled the chain, ad mired the 
chaſed caſe, and obſerved, that the whole muſt have 
eoſt me a vaſt ſum of money. I affected indifference, 
and replyed in a careleſs manner, Some trifle of ſixty 
or ſeventy guineas.' Upon which he ſtared in my 
Face for ſome time, and then aſked if I was an En- 
gliſuman. I anſwered in the negative.-* You are 
* from Ireland then, Sir, I preſume, (ſaid he) I 
made the ſame reply. O] perhaps (ſaid he) you was 


born 
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c born in one of our ſettlements abroad. II ftill an- 
ſwered no. He ſeemed very much ſurprized, and 
ſaid, he was ſure I was not a foreigner. I made no 
reply, but left him upon the tenter-hooks of impa- 
tient uncertainty.— He could not contain his anxie- 
ty, but aſked pardon for the liberty he had taken, 
and to encourage me the more to diſcloſe my ſitua- 
tion, . diſplayed his own without referve.——* I am 
* (ſaid he) a ſingle man, have a conſiderable annuity, 
on which I live according to my own inclination 

© and make the ends of the year meet very comforta- 
© bly.--—As I have no eſtate to leave behind me, I 
am not troubled with the importunate officiouſneſs 
of relations, or legacy hunters ; and I conſider the 
world as made for me, not me for the world: 
© Tt is my maxim therefore to enjoy if while I can, 
and let futurity ſhift for itſelf. '—— While he thus 
indulged his own talkative vein, and at the ſame time, 
no doubt, expected a retaliation from me; a young 
man entered, dreſſed in black velvit and an enormous 
tye-wig, with an air in which natural levity and af- 
fected ſolemnity were ſo jumbled together, that on 
the whole, he appeared a burleſque on all decorum. 
"This ridiculous oddity danced up to the table at which 
we ſat, and after a thouſand grimaces, aſked my friend 
by the name of Mr Medlar, if we were not engaged 
upon bufinefs..——— My companion put on a ſurly 
countenance, and replied, * No great buſineſs, doc- 
tor but however.” O]! then (cried 
the phyfician) I muſt beg your indulgence a little; 
pray pardon me, gentlemen.— Sir, (ſaid he, addreſs- 
ing himſelf to me) your moſt humble ſervant, I 
hope you will forgive me, Sir, I muff beg the 


s fayour to fit———Sir—Sir— I have ſometime of con- 
* ſequence 


ſay, in my hearing. 


92 De Adventures of 


* ſequence to impart to my friend Mr. Medlar. 


© Sir, I hope you will excuſe my freedom in whiſper- 
© 1ng, Sir.” Before I had time to give this com- 


plaiſant perſon my permiſſion, Mr. Medlar cried, - 


* Til have no whiſpering——if you have any thing to 
* ſay to me, ſpeak with an audible voice.'—— The 


doctor ſeemed a little diſconcerted at this exclamation, 


and turning again to me, making a thouſand apolo- 
gies for pretending to make a myſtery of any thing, 
which he ſaid was owing to his ignorance of my con- 
nexion with Mr. Medlar; but now he underſtood I 
was a friend, he would communicate what he had to 
He then began, after two or 
three hems, in this manner: * You muſt know, 


dir, Iam juſt come from dinner, at my lady Flareit's, 


© (then addrefling himſelf to me) a lady of quality, 
© Sir, at whoſe table I have the honour of dining 
© ſometimes. There was lady Stately, and my 
* lady Larum, and Mrs. Dainty, and Miſs Biddy 
< Gigler, upon my word, a very good-natured young 
© lady, with a very pretty fortune, Sir.——— There 


© was alſo my lord Straddle, Sir John Shrug, and 


« Maſter Billy Chatter, who is actually a very face- 
© tious young gentleman. ———So, Sir, her ladyſhip 
© ſeeing me exceſſively fatigued, for ſhe was the laſt 
of fifteen patients (people of diſtinction, Sir) whom 


I had viſited this forenoon, — inſiſted upon my ſtay- | 


ing dinner, though upon my word, I proteſt 1 
© had no appetite ; however, in compliance with her 
« ladyſhip's requeſt, Sir, I fat down, and the conver- 
«* ſation turning on different ſubjects, among other 


things, Mr. Chatter aſked very earneitly when 1 


« ſaw Mr. Medlar.—-—]T told him I had not had the 
« pleaſure of ſeeing you theſe nineteen hours and a 
| half; 
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#* half; for you may remember, Sir, it was nearly 
£ about that time, I won't be poſitive as to a minute.” 
No! (ſays he) then I deſire you will go to 
his lodgings immediately after dinner, and fee what 
„is the matter with him, for he muſt certainly be 
« yery bad from having eat Jaſt night ſuch a vaſt 
quantity of raw oyſters.” The cruſty gentleman, 
who from the ſoleninity of his delivery, expected 
ſomething extraordinary, no ſooner heard his conclu- 
fion, than he ſtarted up in a teſty humour, crying, 
* Phaw, pſhaw! d—n your oyſters; and walked 
away after a ſhort compliment of © Your ſervant, 
Sir, to me.” The doctor got up alſo, ſaying, I 
« yow and proteſt, upon my word, I am actually 
amazed. And followed Mr. Medlar to the bar, 
which was hard by, where he was paying for the 
coffee; there he whiipered fo loud, that I could over- 
hear, Pray, who is this gentleman ?*——His friend 
replied haſtily, I might have known that before 
now, if it had not been for your impertinent in- 
< truſion,” —and walked away very much diſap- 
pointed. — The ceremonious phyſician returned 
immediately and fat down by me, aſking a thouſand 
pardons for leaving me alone; and giving me to un- 
- derſtand, that what he had communicated to Mr. 
Medlar, at the bar, was an affair of the laſt impor- 
tance, that would admit of no delay. He then 
called for fome coffee, and launched out into the vir- 
tues of that berry, which, he ſaid, in cold phlegma- 
tic conſtitutions, like his, dried up the ſuperfluous 
moiſture, aud braced the relaxed nerves.——He let 
me know, that it was utterly unknown to the ancients ; 
and derived its name from an Arabian word, which I 
might eaſily perceive by the ſound and termination. — 


From 


— 
8 rn Ut ICP ber * 


94 The nnn of 


From this topick he transferred his diſquiſitions to the 
verb drink, which he affirmed, was improperly applied 
to the taking of coffee, in as much as people did not 
drink, but fip or ſipple that liquor; — that the genuine 


meaning of drinking is to quench one's thirſt, or 


commit a debauch by ſwallowing wine — that the La- 
tin word, which conveyed the fame idea, was b:bere 


or potare, and that of the Greeks pinein or poteein, 


though he was apt to believe they were differently 
uſed on different occaſions: For example; to drink a 


a vaſt quantity, or, as the vulgar expreſs it, to drink 


an ocean of liquor, was in Latin potare, and in 
Greek poteein ; and on the other hand, to uſe it mo- 
derately, was bibere and pinein; — that this was only 
a conjecture of his own, which, however, ſeemed to 
be ſupported by the word 5:bu/ous, which is particular- 


y applied to the poresof the ſkin, that can only drink a 


very ſmall quantity of the circumambient moiſture, 


by reaſon: of the ſmallneſs of their diameters 


whereas, from the verb poteein, is derived the ſubſtan- 
tive potamos, which ſignifies a river, or vaſt quantity 
of liquor. I could not help ſmiling at this 
learned and important inveſtigation ; and to recom- 
mend myſelf the more to my new acquaintance; 


whoſe diſpoſition I was by this time well informed of, 


F obſerved; that what he alledged, did: not, to the 
beſt of my remembrance, appear in the writings of the 
ancients ;- for, Horace uſes the words poto and bibs 
indifferently for the ſame purpoſe, as in the twenti- 
eth Ode of his firſt Book: | 
Vile porabis modicis ſabinum cantharis,—— 
It prælodomitam caleno tu bibes uvanm. 
That J had never heard of the verb poreein, but that 
put amos, potema, and fotos, were derived from pins, 


poſo, 
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poſo, pepoka ; in conſequence of which, the Greek 
pools never uſe any other word for feſtal drinking, 


Homer deſcribes Neſtor at his cups in theſe 


3 8 | 
Neftora d . Jache pinonta perempes, 
And Anacreon mentions it on the ſame occaſion al- 
moſt 1 in.every page, 
Pionti d' oinon hedun 
er” Oran pino tor oinon. 
Op ego de pino. 

And in a thoufant other places—The doctor, who, 
doubtleſs, intended by his criticiſm, to give me an 
high idea of his erudition, was infinitely ſurprized to 
find himſelf ſchooled by one in my appearance; and 
ans a conſiderable pauſe, cried,, Upon my word! 

you are in the right, Sir. I find I have not conſider- 

< ed this affair with my uſual accuracy. Then ac- 
cofting, me, in Latin, which he ſpoke very well, the 
converſation was maintained full two hours, on a va- 
riety of ſubjects, in that language; and indeed, he 
ſpoke ſo judiciouſly, that I was convinced, notwith- 
{ſanding his whimſical appearance, and attention to 
trifles, of his being a man of extenſive knowledge, eſ- 
pecially in books; he looked upon me, as I afterwards 
underſtood from Mr. Medlar, as a prodigy in learn- 
ing, and propoſed that very night, if I was. not en- 
gaged, to introduce me to ſeveral young gentlemen of 
fortune and faſhion, with whom he had an e 
ment at the Bedford ee 
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Wagtail introduces me to a ſet of fone gentlemen, 

_ whom T ſpend the evening at a.tavern 
| N sur conver ſation- the characters of my new 
| | | companion the doctor is * the if- 
1 | ſue of our debauch. 


1 Accepted his offer with pleaſure, and we went 
| 1 thither in a hackney- coach, where I ſaw a great 
[3 number of gay figures fluttering about, moſt of 
if whom ſpoke to the doctor with great familiarity: 
Jl Among the reſt, ſtood a groupe of them around the 
| fire, whom I immediately knew to be the very per- 
4 ſons who had the night before, by -their laughing, 
aalarmed my ſuſpicion of the lady who had put her- 
iT} ſelf under my protection. They no ſooner per- 
1 ceived me enter with Dr. Wagtail (for that was my 
j companion's name) than they tittered and whiſpered 
9 one to another; and I was not a little ſurprized to find 
1 that they were the gentlemen to whoſe acquaintance 
Fi he deſigned to recommend me; for when he ob- 


** * 


1 


| 

i! ſerved them together, he told me who they were, 
| ji and deſired to know by what name he ſhould intro- | 
by duce me. I ſatisfied him in that particular, and he ? 
4 advanced with great gravity, ſaying, Gentlemen, 4 
| I your moſt obedient. give me leave to intro- 1 


« duce my friend Mr. Random, to your ſociety!” a 
- 'Then 
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Then turning to me, Mr. Random. 5 is Mr. 

4 'Bragwell——Mr. Banter, Sir, —Mr. Chatter 
my friend Mr. Slyboot, and Mr. Ranter, Sir.“ 
AI ſaluted each of them in order, and when 1 came 
to take Mr. Sy boot by the hand, 1 perceived him 
thruſt his tongue in his cheek, to the no ſmall enter- 
tainment of the company: but 1 did not think pro- 
per to take any notice of it, on this occaſion. 
Mr.- Ranter too, (who I afterwards learned was 2 
player) diſplayed his talents, by mimicking my airy 
features and voice, while he returned my compli- 
ment: This I ſhould not have been fo ſenfit ble of, 
had 1 not ſeen him behave i in the ſame manner, to my 
friend Wagtail, when he made up to them at firſt. 
gut for once I let him enjoy the fruits of his dex- 
terity without queſtion or controul, reſolved however, 
to Wb his inſolence at a more convenient opportu- 
nity. Mr. Styboot gueſſing I was a ſtranger, 
aſked if I had been lately in France; and when I an- 
fwered in the affirmative, enquired if I had ſeen the 
Luxemburgh gallery : I told him I had conſidered it 
more than once, with great attention: Upon this 2 
converſation enſued, in which I diſcovered him to be 
a painter. While we wete diſcourſing upon the 
particular pieces of this famous collection, I over- 
heard Banter afk Dr. Wagtail, where he had picked 


up this Mr. Random. To which queſtion. the, 
phyſician anſwered, © Upon my word, a mighty pret- 
ay ſort of a gentleman——a man of fortune, Sir 


he has made the grand tour and ſeen the 
© beſt company in Europe, Sir. What, he told 
you fo, I ſuppoſe? (ſaid the ohe) I take him to be 


neither more nor leſs than 2 French valei de cham- 


bre. Oh! barbarous, barbarous! (cried the 
Vor. II. FF doctor) 
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0 doctor) this is actually, upon my word, altogether 
© 'unaccountable, I know all his family per- 
6 fectly well, Sir He's of the Randoms in the north 
— 8-2 very ancient houſe, Sir, and a diſtant rela- 
© tion of mine. I was extremely nettled at. the 
conjecture of Mr. Banter, and began to entertain a 
very indi fferent opinion of my company in general; 
but as I might poſſibly, by their means, acquire a 
more extenſive and agreeable acquaintance, I deter- 


mined to bear theſe little mortifications as long as 1 


auld, without injuring the dignity of my character. 
After having talked for ſome time on the wea- 
ther, plays, politicks, and other coffee-houſe ſubjects, 
it was propoſed that we ſhould ſpend the evening ata 
noted tavern in the neighbourhood, whither we re- 
paired in a body. —Having taking poſſeſſion of a room, 
called for French wine, and beſpoke ſupper, the glaſs 
went about pretty freely, and the characters of my 
aſſociates opened upon me more and more. lt 
ſoon appeared that the doctor was, entertained as a 
butt for the painter and player to exerciſe their wit 
upon, for the diverſion of the company. Mr. Ran- 
ter began the game, by aſking him What was good for 
a hoarſeneſs, lowneſs of ſpirits and indigeſtion, he be- 
ing troubled with all theſe complaints to a very great 
degree. ——Wagtail immediately undertook to explain 
the nature of his caſe, and in a very prolix manner, 
harangued upon prognaſtics, diagnoſtics, .. ſympto- 
matics, therapeutics, inanition, and repletion; then 
calculated the force of the ſtomach and lungs in their 
reſpective operations ; ; aſcribed. the player's malady- 
to a diſorder; in theſe. organs, proceeding from hard- 


drinking : and vociferation, and proſcribed a courſe of 


flomachics, with abſtinence from venery, wine, and 


loud 
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loud ſpeaking, laughing, ſinging, coughing, ſneezing, 
or hollowing.— Pah, pah, (cried Ranter, interrupt- | 
ing him) the remedy is worſe than the diſeaſe — | 
I wiſh I knew where to find ſome tinder- water. | 
© Tinder-water! (ſaid the doctor) upon my word I 
don't apprehend you, Mr. Ranter.'——* Water ex- 
« tracted from tinder (replied the other) an univerſal 
« ſpecific for all diſtempers incident to man.——It 
was invented by a learned German monk, who, 
« for a valuable conſideration, imparted the ſecret to 
| Paracelſus.'——* Pardon me (cried the painter) it 
was firſt uſed. by Solomon, as appears by a Greek 
manuſcript, in his own hand-writing, lately found 
at the foot of mount Lebanon, by a peafant who 
Was digging for potatoes. —“ Well, (ſaid Wag 
tail) in all my vaſt reading, I never met with ſuch a 
preparation ! neither did I know till this minute, 
that Solomon underſtood Greek, or that potatoes 
grew in Paleſtine,'——Here Banter interpoſed, 
ſaying, he was ſurpriſed that doctor Wagtail-ſhould 
make the leaſt doubt of Solomon's underſtanding 
Greek, when he is repreſented to us as the wiſeſt and 
beſt educated prince in the world ; and as for potatoes, 
they weretranſplanted thither from Ireland, in the time 
of the Cruſades, by ſome knights of that country.— I 
« profeſs (ſaid the doctor) there is nothing more likely 
l would actually give a vaſt ſum for a ſight of 
that manuſcript, which muſt be ineſtimable and 
if I underſtood the proceſs, would ſet about it im- 
« mediately.'—— The player aſſured him, the pra- 
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ceſs was very ſimple—that he muſt 'cram' a hundred 
weight of dry tinder into a glaſs retort, and diſtilling 
it by the force of animal heat, it would yield half a 

| wits of infipid water, one drop of which is a full 
e _ doſe, 
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doſe. — Upon my integrity! (exclaimed the 
© credulous 58055 this is amazing and extraordinary! 
that a caput mortuum ſhall yield any water at 
all I muſt own, I have always been an enemy to 
ſpecifics, which I thought inconſiſtent with the na- 
ture of the animal economy; but certainly the au- 
thority of Solomon is not to be queſtioned. 
I wonder where I ſhall find a glaſs retort large 
enough to contain ſuch a vaſt quantity of tinder, 
the conſumption of which muſt undoubtedly raiſe 
© the price of paper——or where ſhall I find animal 
c heat ſufficient, even to warm ſuch a maſs.” 
Slyboot informed him that he might have a retort 
blown for him as big as a church, and that the eaſieſt 
method of raiſing the vapour by animal heat, would 
be to place it in the middle of an infirmary for feveriſh 


patients, who might lie upon matreſſes around, and 


in contact with it ——He had no ſooner pronounced 
theſe words, than Wagtail exclaimed in a rapture ! 
© An admirable expedient, as I hope to be ſaved! I 
vill poſitively put it in practice. This ſimpli- 
city of the phyſician furniſhed excellent diverſion for 
the company, who in their turns, ſneered at him in 
ironical compliments, which his vanity ſwallowed as 
the genuine ſentiments of their hearts. Mr. Chat- 
ter, impatient of ſo long a ſilence, now broke out, 


and entertained us with a catalogue of all the people 
who danced at the laſt Hampſtead aſſembly, with a 
-moſt circumſtantial account of the drefs and orna- 
ments of each, from the lappets of the ladies to the 
ſhoe-buckles of the men; concluding with telling 
Bragwell, that his miſtreſs Melinda was there and 
ſeemed to miſs him; and ſolliciting his company at 
the next occaſion of that kind. No, no, —_— 


5 (faid 
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. (aid Bragwell) I have ſomething elſe to mind than 
© dangling after a parcel of giddy-headed girls; 
* beſides, you know my temper is ſo unruly, that] 
am apt to involve myſelf in ſcrapes, when a wo- 
man is concerned. The laſt time I was there, 
I had an affair with Tom Trippet.” 
member that (cried Banter) you lugged out before 
the ladies; and I commend you for ſo doing, be- 
cauſe you had an opportunity of ſhewing your man- 
hood, without running any'riſk.'———* Riſk ! (faid 
the other with a fierce countenance) d—n my blood ! 
I fear no riſks. ——— I a'n't afraid of lagging out 
againſt any man that wears a head, damme! 'tis 
well known I have drawn blood more than once, 
and loſt ſome too; but what does that ſignify ?— 
The player begged this champion to employ him as 


his ſecond the next time he intended to kill, for he 


wanted to ſee # man die of a ſtab, that he might 


know how to act ſuch'a part the more naturally on 
the ſtage. ——* Die! (replied the > hero) No, by G- d! 


I know better things thar to incur the verdict of a 
Middleſex-jury.—— l ſhould look upon my fencing- 
* maſter to be an ignorant ſon of a b— ch, if he had 


not taught me to prick any part of my antagoniſt's 


© body, that I pleaſe 10 diſable. ——* Ohol (cried: 
Slyboot) if that be the caſe, I have a favour to 
afk: You muſt know I am employed to paint a Je- 


'« ſus on the croſs ; and niy purpoſe is to repreſent him 


< at that point of time, when the ſpear is thruſt into 
his fide, Now I ſhould be glad you would, in 


my preſence, pink ſome impertinent fellow: into 


convulſions, without endangering his life, that I 
may have an opportunity of taking a good clever 
12 * agony from nature: The doctor will direct you 


en. 


O! lre- 


„ 
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* where to enter, and how far to go; but pray let it 
be as near the left fide as poſſible. Wagtail, 

who took this propoſal - ſeriouſly, ' obſerved, that it 
would be a very difficult matter to penetrate into the 
left fide of the thorax, without hurting the heart, and 


of conſequence killing the patient; but he believed 


it was poſſible for a man of a very nice hand, and 
exact knowledge of anatomy, to wound the dia- 
phragma ſomewhere about the fkirts, which might 
induce a ſingultus, without being attended with 
death ;——that he was ready to demonſtrate the 
incertion of that muſcle to Mr. Bragwell ; but deſired 


to have no concern with the experiment, which might | 


eſſentially prejudice his reputation in caſe of a miſ- 


carriage. Bragwell was as much impoſed upon 


by the painter's waggery as the doctor, and declined 
engaging in the affair, ſaying, he had a very great re- 
gard for Mr. Slyboot, but had laid it down as a 
maxim, never to fight except when his honour was 


engaged. — A thouſand Jokes of this kind were 


paſſed; the wine circulated, ſupper was ſerved in, 
we eat heartily, returned to the bottle, Bragwell be- 
came noiſy and troubleſome, Banter grew more and 
more ſevere, Ranter rehearſed, Slyboot made faces 


at the whole company, I ſung French catches, and 


Chatter kiſſed me with great affection; while the 
doctor with a woful conntenance, ſat ſilent like a dif- 
ciple of Pythagoras. At length, it was propoſed 
by Bragwell, that we ſhould ſcour the hundreds, 
ſweat the conflable;! maul the watch, and chen reel 
ſoberly to bed. ict 5 
While we deliberated: po: this AS.) the 
waiter came into the room, and aſked for doctor 
ne when he underſtood he was preſent, he told 
C der 
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him, there was a lady below to enquire for him; at 
which the phyſician ſtarted from his, melancholy con- 
templation, and with a, look of extreme confuſion, 
aſſured the company; he could not poſſibly: be the per- 
ſon Wanted, for he had no conneQion. with any lady 
whatever ; mn and big the drawer: tell her ſo.—.—. For 
Ly ſhame! (cried, e would you be ſo impolite as 
q to refuſe a lady the hearing ? perhaps ſhe comes for 
« a conſultation. lt muſt be ſome extraordinary affair 

0 that, brings a lady to a tavern at this time o night. 


S *% 
7 
— 


2 ——Mr., Ranter 5 pray do the doctor $ baiſe mains 


to the lady, and ſquire her hither. '——Ths Player 


immediately, ſtaggered out, and returned, leading i in 
with much ceremony, a tall ſtrapping . whoſe 
appearance proclaimed her conditign, We received 
her with the utmoſt ſolemnity, and. with 3 good deal 
of i 10 ſhe was perſuaded to ſit, when, 3 profound 
filence enſued, during which ſhe fixed her eyes, with 


a ate look, upon the doctor, who wag, ut- 


terly confounded. at her behayiour, and returned her 
melancholy four-fold ; 3 at. length, after a good many 
Piteous ſighs, ſhe wiped her eyes, and accoſted him 
thus: What! not one word of comfort? will no- 
thing ſoften that ſtony heart of thine? Not all my 
tears! Not all my afflictions! Not the inevitable 
(4 ruin thou haſt brought upon me! Where are tl 

« yows, thou faithleſs perjured man ?——Haft thou 


© no honour no conſcience—no remorſe for thy 


© perfidious conduct towards mel. anſwer me, 
« wilt thou at laſt do me au a or muſt I AVE, re- 


Wi his confuſion 4%, on heating fin addreſs. His 
natural t changed into a Shaſtiy clay colour, 
24 3 4 | | his | 


of 
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his eyes rolled, his lip trembled, and he anſwered in 
an accent not to be deſcribed. ——* Upon my word, 

honour, and ſalvation! madam, you are actually 
« miſtaken in my perſon.——T have a moſt particular 
veneration for your fex, madam, and'am aQually 
© incapable of injuring any lady in tlie ſmalleſt de- 
gree, madam, —beſides, madam to the beſt of my 
recollection, I never had the honour of any: you 
* before, as I hope to be ſaved, madam ! How, 
* traitor! (cried the) doſt thou diſown me then ?— 
« Miſtaken ! no, too well I know that fair be- 
„ witching face! too well! know that falſe enchant- 
ing tongue ! alas! gentlemen, ſince the villain com- 
« pells'me, by his unkindneſs, to expoſe myſelf and 
© him, know, that this betrayer, under the ſpecious 
* pretence of honourable addreſſes, won my heart, 
© and taking advantage of his conqueſt, robbed me 
4 


| of my virgin treaſure, and afterwards abandoned | 


me to my fate !\———1I am now four months gone 
with child by him, turned out of doors by my rela- 
tions, and left a prey to miſery and want! Yes, 
thou Barbarian (ſaid ſhe, turning to Wagtail) thou 
L tiger, thou Succubus! too well thou knoweſt my fi- 
© tnation = but I will tear out thy faithleſs heart, 
and deliver the world from ſuch a monſter.” 80 
ſaying, ſhe ſprung forward at the doctor, who, with 
incredible agility, jumped over the table, and got be- 


bind Bragwell, while the reſt of us endeavoured to 


appeaſe the furious heroine. — Although every body 
in the company affected the utmoſt ſurprize, I could 
eaſily perceived it was a ſcheme concerted among 
them, to produce diverſion at the doctor $ EXPEnce 3 
and being under no concern about the conſequence, 
1 entered into the Confederacy, and enjoy d the di- 
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fireſs of Wagtail, who with tears in his eyes, begged 
the protection of the company, declaring himſelf as 
innocent of the crime laid to his charge,” as the fetus 
in utero ; and hinting at the ſame time, that nature 
had not put it in his power to be guilty of ſuch a treſ- 
pass Nature! (eried the lady) there was no Ha. 
ture in the caſe Ahe abuſed me by the help of 
* charms and ſpells ; elſe how is it poſſible, that any 
woman could have liſtened to the addreſſes of ſuch 
© 2 ſcare-crow ; —Were theſe owliſh"eyes made for 
# ogling; ; that carrion complexion to be admired; or 
Cc 


that mouth like a horſe- ſnoe to be kiſſet; No; no, 


you owe your ſacceſs to your philtres, tot your drugs 
and incantations; and not to your: natutabitalents; 
' which are in every reſpect mean and contemprible-? 
—T he doctor now thought he had got an oppor- 
tunity of vindicating himſelf efeQually; and deſired 
the complitnant to "compoſe herſelf but far half an 
Hoiir, in which he undertook to prove the "abſurdity 
of believing in the power of incantations, which were 
only idle dreams of ignorance aud ſuperſtition 
He accordingly pronounced a very learned! diſcourſe 
upon the nature of Ideas, the powers and/indepens 
eg of the mind; the properties of ſtimulating mis 


„ 


 dicines; tlie difference between Tproneneſs to:venery; 


Which many fimples- -would create and x paiſionc ii 
mite to one object; wkith can only beithezrefultiof 
ſenſe and reflection; 'and:concluded with: aipathbirt 
Temonſtrancs; ſetting forth his unhappineſs of bing 
perſecuted with the reſentment. of a lady whoniicbe 
had never injured, nor even ſeen beſore that oceaſionʒ 
and Whoſe faculties were, in all likelihogd; ſo much 


| impatted by her :misfortunes, that an innocent perſon 


Ws in danger of being ruined by her diſorder. — - 
F 5 K 


iz 


106 * The Abventure oi 7 


we had no ſooner finiſhed his barangue, thaw the 


forlorn princeſs began her lamentations afreſh, and 


cautioned the company againſt his eloquence, which, 


ſhe ſaid, Was able to hiaſs the moſt impartial bench in 
chriftendom.—— Banter, adviſed him to eſpouſe her 
immediately, as the, only means to ſalye his reputation, 
und offered to accompany him to the Fleet for that 
purpoſe; but Slyboot propoſed that a father ſhould be 
purchaſed for the child, and a comfortable alimony 
ſettled on the mother. Ranter promiſed to adapt the 
infant gratis. „Wagtail was ready, to worſhip him for 
his generoſity; and though he perſiſted. in proteſting 
his innocence, condeſcended to every thing rather 
than his unblemiſhed character ſhould be called in 
queſtion.— The lady rejected the expedient, and 
inſiſted on matrimony. Bragwell took up the cudgels 
for the doctor, and undertook to rid himof her im- 
Portunity, for half a guinea; upon which Wagtail, 
with great-eagerne(s, pulled out his purſe, and put it 


Anto the hand of his friend, Who taking | half a piece 


out of it, gave it to the plaintiff, and bid her thank 
God for her good fortune. When ſhe had received 
his bounty, ſhe affected to weep, and begged, ſince 
the phyſician had tenounced her, he would at leaſt 
vouchſafe her a parting kiſs 3 this he was preyailed 

;to:grant,. with: great zetuRance, "and went, up, 


with hissuſual ſalemnity, to ſalute her; when, ſhe 


Maid held of his cheek with her teeth, and held faſt 
while he roared with anguiſh to the unſpeakable. di- 
verſiowbf alb preſent.· When the thought proper to 
raleaſe kim ſhe dropped a lo courtſeꝝ to the com- 
Hany; and ꝗuĩtted the room, leaving the doctor in 
the utmoſt horror, not ſo much on account ,of the 
z al che „ the conſequence * the 
ite; 
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bite; for by this time, he was convinced of her being 
mad. Banter preſcribed the actual cautery, and put 
the poker in the fire. to be heated, in onder ta ſear the 
place. The player was of Opinion that Bragwell = 
ſhould ſcoop. out the part affected irh the peint of 
bis ſword ; but the painter prevented both theſe dreads 
ful operations, by recommending a balſam he had in 
his pocket, which never failed to cure the bite of a 
mad dog; With theſe words, he pulled out a ſmall 
bladder. of black paint, with which he inſtantly 
| anginted not only; the. ſore, but; the reateſt Paxt.of 
the patient's. face, and left it in a frightful condition. 
un ſhort, the poor. creature Was ſo haraſſed with 
fear and vexation, that I pitied him extremely, and 
ſent him home in a chair, can trarg to dhe inchaxgion 
of every, pa reſent. . | 
This freedom gf mine gave umbrage, oBragyells 
who _teſtihed, his diſpleaſure, . hy ſwearing. a few. 
throats, .without making any applicati ; which was 
no. ſooner perceived by Slybgot, Who fat by ane, than 
with a view. of promoting a quarrel, he whiſpered.to 
me, that he thought Bragwell uſed me very ill. hut 
every,mar was the beſt. judge of his. own, affairs. 
1 anſwered aloud, that 4 would. neither ſuffęr Mr. 
Bragwell nor him to uſe me ill with impunity ; and 
chat I ſtogd in no need of .his.coundel.in regard f 
_ the regulation of my conduct. He then ght proper 
to aſk a thouſand pardons, and aſſyre me, he mant no 
offence; while Bragwell feigned himſelf aſleep, that 
be might not be phliged:to take notice of what paſſed. 
Hut che player, who had. more animalſpirita, and leſs 
Prudence than Slyboct, unwilling to let che affair ref, 
Where. he had dropt it, jagged Mr. Bragwell, and 
nn that Jigallsd —— 
ten 
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tened to cudgel him. This I underſtood by his 
ſtarting up and erying, Blood and wounds! you lie 
No man durſt treat me ſo ignominiouſly, Mr. 
Random, did you calt me names, and threaten to 
« drub me?” I denied the imputation, and propoſed 
to puniſh the ſeoundrel, who thdeavoured to foment 
diſturbance in the company; Bragwell ſignified his 
approbation, and drew his word; I did the ſame, | 
and accoſted the actor in theſe words, 6 Lookee, Mr. 
* Ranter,”1 know you poſſeſs all the mimickry and: 
miſchievous qualities of an ape, becauſe I have ob- 
ſerved you put them all in practice more than once 
to- night, on me and others; now J want to ſee if 
you Teſetbla one in nimbleneſs alſo; therefore 1 
6 defire you to leap over this ſword without hefita- 
tion; ſo ſaying, I held it parallel to the horizon, at 
che diſtance of abbut three feet from the floor, and 
called, Once twice thrice, and away; but 
inſtead of complying with my ' command, he ſnateh- 
ed his hat and hanger, arid aſſumingt the looks, ſwag- 
ger, and phraſe of - piſtol, burſt out in the following 
. exclamation, * Ha! muſt I then perform inglorious. 
* prank, of Sylvan ape in mountain foreſt caught! 
Death rock me-aſleep, abridge my doleful days, and 
« lay my head in fury's lap Have we not Hieren 
here ? — This buffoonery did not anſwer his ex- 
peQation, for by this time the company was bent or 
ſeeing him in a new character: Mr. Banter deſired 
me to hold my ſword a foot or two higher, that he 
might have the better opportunity of exerting him- 
ſelf. ——The painter told Him, if he performed well; 
he would recommend him as a vaulter to the proprie- 
tors of Sadler's Wells; and: Bragwell erying, Leap 
© ee the king,” applied the Point of his ſword to the 
player's 
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player 8 poſteriors, with ſuch ſucceſs, that his ſprung 

aver in a-trice, and finding the door unguarded, va- 

niſned in a twinkling; Slad, no doubt, of :havin ing 
paid his ſhare of the reckoning ſo eaſily. * OP) 

It being now near two a-clock in the morning, we 
diſcharged the pill; and ſallied out into the ſtreet.— 
The painter ſlunk away without taking his leave.— 
Billy Chatter being unable to. ſpeak: or ſtand, wat 
ſent to a Bagnio; and Banter, and L accompanied 
Bragwell to Moll King x coffee-houſe, where after he 
had kicked half A dozen hungry "whores, we left 
kim affeep on a bench," and directed our courſe to- 
wards Chiring-Crofs; near which place both he and 
I lodged. Arima BY WG PUN enema ee 0 

Thee natural dryneſs of my companion being over- 
come W liquor, he honoured me by the way with 


9 15 Ban mit cir hoon de and cold 


SYS} 


He was e 
at this decktattbn; and 8 1 me to explain myſelf: 


Upon which I mentioned what [ had .over-heard | 
him ſay of me to Wagtail, in the coffee-houſe.—— 
He laughed, and made an apology for his freedom, 
aſſufing meg that my appearance had very much pre- 
poſſeſſed him in my favour; and what he ſaid, was 
only intended as a joke on the doctor's ſolemnity. * 
I was highly pleaſed at being undeceived in this par- 
ticular, and not a little proud of the good opinion of 
this wit, Who ſhook me by the hand at Peg and 
promiſed to en me next 221 * = ery 
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Strap communicates to mea s equa be zurn made on 
'  @ chandler”s widow=-—finds bimſelf miſerably 
| miſtolen I £0 to the Opera——admire Mer 

linge: — 4 cautioned by Banter 585 f to the 


- Aſſembly at. Hampſtead» fe ith tha 
young lady receive an inſolent meſſage from 
- Bragwell, whoſe mettle is ſaon cooled an in 

: favour with my nuſireſs, whom I viſit next day; 
and am" bubbled out of "eighteen guineas'at cards 
h triumphs at my ſucceſs,” bit is affo- 
; niſhed 4 my. pxpente—— Banter eames to "my 
= lodging, i is very ſarcaſtic at 7 ,my expence, and 557 
- rows five guineas as me, as a ted fo his 
Anne 2 e, denen aide 36" 15 
— 2 a. u 4 HE! * 94 Tel 
N he — ado Landy _ ans came into 
my chamber, and finding me awake, hemmed, ſer 
— times, ſeratched his head, caſt, his eyes upon 
the ground, and with à very foolith kind of a ſimper 
on his face, let me know be had ſomething to com- 
municate.————<* By your countenance; (ſaid 1.1 
expect to hear good tidings. =—— Indifferent 
« (replied he, tittering) that is, thereafter as it ſhall 
be. Vou muſt know, I have ſome thoughts 
« of alering my condition.'——* What! (cried I, 
« aſtoniſhed} 
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- © aſtoniſhed) a matrimonial ſcheme? O rare Strap! 
| © thou haſt got the heels of me at laſt, 5 
N. uo Jeſs, I'll aſſure you (ſaid he, burſting 
© into a laugh of ſelf-approbation) a tallow-chandler's 
. widow, that lives hard by, has taken a liking to me. 
© . —A fine jolly dame, as plump as a partridge. 


6 — she has a well furniſhed houſe, a briſk trade, 


and a good deal of the ready.—l way have her for 
© the aſking.——She told a friend of mine a brother 
c footman,. that , ſhe would take me out of a ſtinking 
«© clout But I refuſed to give my final anſwer, till 
I knew your opinion of the matter. ww. con- 
gratulated Monſſeur d' Eſtrapes upon his conqueſt, 
and approved of the ſcheme, provided he could be 
aſſured of theſe circumſtances of her fortune: but 
adviſed him to do nothing raſhly, and give me an op- 


portunity of ſeeing the lady before matters ſhould be 


brought to 8. concluſion. e aſſured; me he 


would do nothing without my conſent and approbati 
on, and that very. morning while Þ: was at breakfaſt, 
introduced his inamorata to my acquaintance.— She 
was a ſhort thick woman, about the age of thirty-ſix, 
"_ had a particular prominence of belly, which I 

received; at firſt ſight, not without ſome. ſuſpicion of 
_ foul player deſired her, however, to ſit, and 
treated her with a diſh; of tea; the diſcourſe turning 
on the good qualities of Strap, whom I repreſented 
as 2 prodigy of ſobriety, induſtry and virtue When 
ſhe took ber leave, he followed her to the door, and 
returned licking his lips, and aſking if I did not think 
ſhe: was a luſcious creature. I made no myſtery of 
my: apprehenſion, but declared my {ſentiments of her 
without reſerve; at which he was not ſurpriſed, tel- 
og me he had obſerved the ſame 1 but was in- 
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formed by his friend tllat ſhe was only lver- grown, 
and would i in a few months be as ſmall in the waſte as 


ever. © Yes, (ſaid D a few weeks, I believe 
„will do the buſi neſs. In ſhort, Strap, it is 
my opthion, that you are e oulh impoſed upon; . 
and that this friend is no other than a raſcal who 
vWants to palm his trull upon you for a wife, that he 
© may at once deliver himſelf from the importunities 
© of the mother, and the expence of her bantling; 
«' for which reaſon I would not have you truſt implicit- 
ly to the report he makes of Her wealth, which is 
© inconſiſtent with his behaviour; nor run your head 
« precipitately i into a nooſe; that you may afterwards 
_ « with exchanged for the Hangman's“ He ſeemed 
very much ſtartled at my inſinuation, and promiſed to 
look twice before he leaped; ſaying with ſome heat 
© Odd, if I find his intention is to betray me, we ſhall 
ſee which of us is the better man. MY prediction 
Was verified in leſs than, # fortnight: ; her great belly 
pm an Infant to the unſpeakable amazement of 
Strap, who was, before this happened, inclinable to 
believe I had refined'a little too much i in my penetration. 
His falſe friend diſappeared; and in a fewdays'after, 
an execution was iſfued againſt ker goods and Kouſholdi 
2 which were ſeized by the creditors. d let 
Mean while I metwith my friend Bantet xttheordit 
nary; and in the evening went to the opera with him 
and Mr. Chatter, who pointed out Melinda in one 
of the boxes, and offered to introduce me to her, ob. 
ferving at the ſame time, that ſhe was a reigning toaſt 
worth ten chouſand pounds. This piece of iti for= 
mation made my heatt bound with Joy, and-T-Giſe6+ 
vered great eagerneſs to accept” the propoſal: upon 
n ke aſſured me J ſhould dance wich her at the! 


next 
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next aſſembly, if he had any influence in that quarter; 3 


ſo ſaying, he went round, ſpoke to her ſome minutes, 
and, as 1 imagined, pointed at me, then returning, 
told me to my inexpreſſible pleaſure; that I might 
depend upon what he had promiſed, for ſhe was now 
engaged as my partner- Banter, in a whiſper, 
gave me to underſtand that ſhe was an incorrigible co- 
quette, Who would grant the ſame favour to any 
young fellow in England, of a tolerable appearance, 
meerly to engage him among the herd of her admirers: 
that ſhe might have the pleaſure of ſeeing them in- 
creaſe daily that ſhe was of a cold inſenſible diſpo- 
ſition, dead to every paſſion but vanity, and ſo blind to 
merit that he would lay any wager, the wealthieſt fool 
ſhould carry her at laſt. I attributed a good deal of 


this Intelligence to the ſatirical turn of my friend, or 
reſentment, for having himſelf ſuffered a rebuff from 


the lady in queſtion ; and at any rate, truſted ſo much 


to my own accompliſhments, as to believe no Wen | 


could reſiſt the ardor of my addreſſee. 

Full of this confidence, I repaired to Hampſtead, i in 
company with Billy Chatter, my Lord Hobble, and 
doctor Wagtail.— Here I ſaw a very brilliant aſſembly, 
before whom J had the honour to walk a minuet with 


Melinda, who charmed me with her frank manner of 


receiving me, and eaſineſs of behaviour. Before the 
country dances began, I received a meſſage by a per- 
ſon I did not know, from Bragwell, who was preſent, 
importing that no body who knew him, preſumed to 
dance with Melinda, while: he was there in perſon; 
and that I would de well to relinquiſh her without 
noiſe, becauſe he had a mind ta lead up a country 
dance with her. This extraordi nary intimation, which 
was delvered f in the lady's hearing, did not at all 
a diſcompoſe 
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diſcompoſe me, nt by this time was pretty well ac- 
quaiated with the character of my rival. I therefore, 
without the leaſt ſymptom of concern, bid the gentle- 
men tell Mr. Bragwell, that while I was ſo happy 
as to obtain the lady's conſent, I ſhould, not be ſolli- 
citous about his; and deſired the bearer himſelf to 
bring me no ſuch impertinent meſſages for the future. 
Melinda affected a ſort of confuſion, and pretended 
to wonder that Mr. Bragwell ſhould give himſelf ſuch 
liberties, with regard to her, who had no manner 
of connection with the fellow. I laid hold of this 
opportunity to diſplay my valour, and offered to call 
him to account for his inſolence, which ſhe abſolutely 
refuſed, under pretence of conſulting my ſafety ; tho* 
I could perceive by the ſparkling of her eyes, that ſhe 
would not have thought herſelf affronted in being 
the ſubje& of a duel. I was by no means pleaſed 
with this diſcovery of her thoughts, which not only 
argued the mot unjuſtifiable vanity, but likewiſe. the 
moſt barbarous indifference; however, I was allure d 
by her fortune, and reſolved to gratify her pride, in 
making her the occaſion of a publick quarrel between 
me and Bragwell, who, I was pretty certain, would 
never drive matters to a dangerous extremity. 
While we danced together, I obſerved this formi- 
. Sable rival- at one end of the room, encircled with a 
cluſter of beaux, to whom he talked with great ve- 
hemence, caſting many big looks at me, from time 
to time: I gueſſed the ſubjet of his diſcourſe, and 
as ſoon as I had handed my partner to her ſeat, ſtrut- 
ted up to the place where he ſtood, and cocking my 
hat in his face, demanded aloud, if he had any thing 
to ſay to me. He anſwered with a ſullen tone, No- 
1 _ at 3 dir, and turned about upon his 
81 heel. 
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heel. Well, (faid I) you know where I am to be 
found. at any time. His companions ſtared at 
one another, and I returned to the lady, whoſe fea- 
tures brightened at my approach, and immediately a 
whiſper run thro the whole room; after which, fo 
many eyes were turned upon me, that I was ready to 
ſink with confuſion.-— When the ball broke up, I 
- led her to her coach, and like a true French gallant, 
would have got up behind it, in order to protect her 
from violence on the road; but ſhe abſolutely refuſed 
my offer, and expreſſed her concern that 2 was 
not an empty ſeat for me within it. 

Next day in the afternoon, I waited on 1 at har 
lodgings, by permiſſion, in company with Chatter, 
and was very civilly received by her mother, with 

whom the lived; there were a good many faſhion- 
able people preſent, chiefly, young fellows, and im- 
mediately after tea, à couple of card tables were ſet, 
at one of which I had the honour to play with Me- 
linda, who in leſs than three hours made ſhift to 
plunder me of eight guineas.——I was well enough 
content to loſe a little money with a good grace, that 
1 might have an opportunity to ſay ſoft things in the 
mean time, which are ſtill moſt welcome, when at- 
tended with good luck; but I was by no means ſatis- 
fied with her fair play, a circumſtance that ſhocked 
me not a little, and greatly impaired my opinion of 
her diſintereſtedneſs and delicacy.— However, I 
was reſolved to profit by this behaviour, and treat her 
in my turn with leſs ceremony; accordingly, I laid 
cloſe ſiege to her, and finding her not at all diſguſted 
with the groſs incenſe I offered, that very night made 
a declaration of love in plain terms. She received 
- 1 addreſſes with great gaiety, and pretended E 
| laug 
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laugh them off, but at the ſame time treated me with 
fuch particular complacency, that I was perſuaded 1 
had made a conqueſt of her heart, and concluded 
"myſelf the happieſt man alive. —Etevated with theſe 
flattering ideas, I ſat down again to cards, after ſup- 
per, and with great chearfulneſs ſuffered Ne to 
be cheated of ten guineas more. 

It was late before I took my leave, after boden fa- 
voured with a general invitation; and when J got 
into bed, the adventures of the day hindered me 
from fleeping.—— Sometimes I pleaſed myſelf with 
the hopes of poſſeſſing a fine woman with ten thou- 
ſand pounds; then I would ruminate on the character 
J had heard of her from Banter, and compare it with 
the circumſtances of her conduct towards me, which 
-ſeemed to bear too great a reſemblance to the picture 
he had drawn.-———This introduced a melancholy re- 
flection on the expence I had undergone, and the 
ſmallneſs of my funds to (ſupport it, which, by the 
bye, were none of my own. In ſhort, 1 found my- 
ſelf involved in doubts and perplexities, that kept me 
awake the greateſt part of the night. 

In the morning, Strap, with whom J had not con- 
verſed theſe two days, preſented himſelf with the 
utenſils for ſhaving me; upon which, I aſked his opi- 
nion of the lady whom he had ſeen me conduct to her 
coach at Hampſtead.— Odd! ſhe's a delicious crea- 
ture (cried he) and, as I am informed, a great for- 
tune. F am ſorry you did not infiſt om going 
© home with ber. —1 dare ſay, ſhe would not have 
i © refuſed your c ; for ſhe ſeems to be a good 
' humoured foul.” ——* There's a time for all things 
* (ſaid 1) © You muſt know, Strap, 1 was in com- 
* * with her till one o clock this morning * * bad 
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I had no ſooner pronounced theſe words, than he 
| began to caper about the room, and ſnap his fingers, 
crying in a tranſport, © The day's our own !——the 
« day's our own! I gave him to underſtand that his 
triumph was a little premature, and that 1 had more 
difficulties to ſurmount than he was aware of; then I 
recounted to him the intelligence I had received from 
Banter. At which he changed colour, ſhook his 
head, and obſerved there was no faith in woman. 
I told him, I was reſolved to make a bold puſh not- 
withſtanding, although I foreſaw. it would lead me 
into a great expence; and bid him gueſs the ſum I 
had loſt laſt night at cards. He ſcratched his 
chin, and profeſſed his abhorrence of cards, the very 
name of which being mentioned made him ſweat 
with vexation, as it recalled the money-dropper to his 
remembrance ; But however (ſaid he) you have to 
do with other gueſs people now. Why, I ſup- 
« poſe, if you had a bad run laſt night, you would 
£ ſcarce come off for leſs than ten or twelve ſhillings.” 
I was mortified at this piece of ſimplicity, which 
Limagined, at that time, was all affected by way of 
reprimand for my folly ; and aſked with ſome heat, 
if he thought 1 had ſpent the evening in a cellar with 
chairmen and bunters; giving him to know, at the- 
ſame time, that my expence amounted to eighteen 
guineas.——lIt would require the pencil of Hogarth. 
to expreſs the aſtoniſhment and concern of Strap, on. 
hearing this piece of news; the baſon in which he 
was preparing the lather for my chin, dropped out 
of his hands, and he remained fome time immove- 
able in that ludicrous attitude, with his mouth open, 
and his eyes thruſt forward conſiderably beyond their 
ftation ; but remembring my diſpoſition, which w 


touchy 
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touchy and Jenpatient of controul, he ſmothered his 
chagrin, and attempted to recolle& himſelf. ——With 
this view he endeavoured to laugh, but in ſpite of his 
teeth, broke out into a whimper, took up his waſh- 
. ball and pewter- pot, ſcrubbed my beard WR the 
one, and diſcharged the other upon my face. 1 
took no notice of his confuſion, but after be had 
fully recovered himſelf, put him in mind of his right, 
and aſſured him of my readineſs to ſurrender his ef- 
fects whenever he ſhould think proper to demand 
them. He was nettled at my inſinuation, which 
he thought proceeded from my diſtruſt of his friend- 
ſhip; and begged I would never talk to him in that 
ſtrain again, unleſs J had a mind to break his heart. 

This good creature's unalterable friendſhip for me, 
affected me in the moſt grateful ſentiments, and acted 
as a ſpur to my reſolution of acquiring a fortune, that 
Lmight have it in oy: power to manifeſt my genero- 
ſity in my turn. For this purpoſe, I determined 
to bring matters to a ſpeedy concluſion with Melinda; 
well knowing that a few ſuch nights as the laſt, 
would effectually incapacitate me from proſecuting 
that, or any other advantageous amour. 

While my meditation was buſied in planning out 
my future conduct, Mr. Banter favoured me with a 
viſit; and after breakfaſt, aſked how I had paſſed the 
preceding evening I anſwered, I was very agree- 
ably entertained at a private houſe. ——* Yes, (ſaid 
© he, with a ſarcaſtic ſmile) you deſerved ſomething 
© extraordinary for the price you paid. I was 
ſurprized at his remark, and pretended ignorance of 
his meaning. Come, come, Random (conti- 
* nued he) you need not make a myſtery of it to me, 
the whole town has it——1 wiſh that fooliſh af- 
fair 
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© fair between you and Bragwell at Hampſtead had 
© been leſs publick It has ſer all the buſy bodies 
at work to find out your real character and ſituation 

and you cannot imagine what: conjectures have al- 
ready cireulated at your expence: One ſuſpects 
«; you tobe a Jeſuit in diſguiſe; another thinks you 


are an agent from the Pretender; a third believes : 


© you to be an upſtart gameſter, becauſe no body 
© knows any thing of your family or fortune; a 
fourth is of opinion, that you are an Iriſh fortune- 
hunter. This laſt hypotheſis touched me iſo 
near, that, to conceal my confuſion, I was fain to 
interrupt his detail, and damn the world for an en- 
vious meddling community, that would not ſuffer a 
gentleman to live without moleſtation. He took no 
notice of this apoſtrophe,. but went on, For my 
© own part, I neither know non deſire to know, who, 
or what you are; this I am certain of, that few 
people make a myſtery of their origin and ſituation 
vVho can boaſt of any thing advantageous in either; 
and my own opinion of the matter is, that 
you have raiſed yourſelf by your induſtry, from no- 
thing to the appearance you now maintain, and 
which you endeavour to ſupport by ſome matrimo- 
nial ſcheme. Here he fixed his eyes ſtedfaſtly 
upon me, and perceiving my face covered with 
bluſhes, told me, now he was confirmed in his opi- 
nion; Look ye, Random, (ſaid he) T have di- 
* vined your plan, and am confident it will never 
© ſacceed——You are too honeſt and too ignorant of 
Kava to practice the neceſſary cheats of your 
profeſſion, and detect the conſpiracies that will be 
* formed againſt you Beſides, you are downright 
6 r e eee devil! ſet up for a fortune- 


hunter, 


«© W K _=©@ 


14 
v 
I ] 
A 4 
| 
= 9 
þ 5 
* 
1 
: 
N 4 
2 
13 
7 
* 
* 
OY 
ST, 
71 
. 
4 
ö 
by 
\ 
1 
T7 
*. 
« 
a 
. 
i 
N 
* 
* 
8 
1 
4 


L 
Wo 
Fo L 


* 
— peat 2 Keg . FAKE 
n . 8 nd oy 
* * 3 ih * 


1 120 The Adventures 7 
© hunter; before you have conquered the ſenſe. of 


« thame/— Perhaps you are entitled by your 
merit, and I believe you are, to a richer and better 
h wife than, Melinda; but take my word for it; ſhe 
bi | © 18 not to be won at that rate; or, if you are ſo 
| lucky as to carry her, between you and me, you 
may ſay, as Teague did, By my ſoul 1 have gained 
a4 loſs! She would take care to ſpend her own for- 
1 t tune in a twinkling, and ſoon make you ſick of her 
1Y < extravagance.'——l was alarmed by his diſcourſe, 
While I reſented the freedom of it, and expreſſed my 
diſguſt, by telling him, he was miſtaken in my inten- 
tions, and deſiring he would give me leave to regulate 
| my conduct according to the diftates of my own 
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ö | reaſon.———He made an apology for the liberty he 
1 | had taken, and aſcribed it to the warmth of his friend- 
| ; | ſhip for me; as an uncommon inſtance. of which he 


borrowed five guineas, aſſuring me, there were very 
MM few people in the world whom he would ſo far favour 
with his confidence. —I gave him the money, and pro- 
feſſed myſelf fo well convinced of his ſincerity, that he 
had no occaſion to put it to ſuch extraordinary proofs 
E for the future.“ I thought (ſaid he) to have aſked 
© five pieces more, but hearing you was bubbled of 
_ ©. eighteen laſt night, I preſumed you might be out 
; of caſh, and reſolved to model my demand accord- 
1 © ingly.* I could not help admiring the cavalier be- 
haviour of this ſpark, of whom I deſired to know his 
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| reaſon for ſaying I was bubbled. —Whereupon he 
1 J gave me to underſtand, that before he came to my 
Ss lodgings, he had beat up Tom Toſsle, who having 
8 been . preſent, informed him of the particulars, re- 
| [| hearſed all the fine things I ſaid to Melinda, with 


which he propoſed to entertain the town; and among 


1 other 
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other circumſtances, aſſured him, my miſtreſs cheated 
with ſo little art, that no body but a meer novice could 
have been impoſed upon. 

The thoughts of becoming a ſubject of raillery 
for coxcombs, and looſing my money to boot, ſtung 
me to the quick; but 1. made a virtue of my indigna- 
tion, and ſwore that no man ſhould with impunity, 


either aſperſe the character of Melinda, or turn my 


behaviour into ridicule. He replied in a dry man- 
ner, that I would find it an Herculean taſk to chaſtiſe 
every body who ſhould laugh at my expence; and as 
for the character of Melinda, he did not ſee how it 
could ſuffer by what was laid to her charge; for that 
cheating at cards, ſo far from being reckoned a ble- 
miſh among people of faſhion, was looked upon as 


an honourable indication of ſuperior genius and ad- 


| dreſs ——* But let us wave this ſubject (ſaid he) and 


go to the coffee houſe, in order to | make n 
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CHAP. XI VIII. 


We repair to the coffee-hauſe, where we over-hear 
A curious diſpute between Wagtail and Medlar, 
which is referred to our dec iſi an the doctor 
gives us an account of bis experiment Med- 


lar is roaſted by Banter, at the ordi * 
old gentleman's advice to me, 


1 EING as willing to drop the theme, as he to 
LJ propoſe it, I accompanied him thither, where 
we found Mr. Medlar and Doctor Wagtail, diſputing 


upon the word Cuſtard, which the phyſician affirmed 


ſhould be fpelled with a G, becauſe it was derived 
from the Latin verb gzflare, to taſte.” But 
Medlar pleaded cuſtom in behalf of C, obſerving, 


that by the doQor's rule, we ought to change pud- 


ding into budding, becauſe it is derived from the 
French word boudn; and in that caſe, why not re- 
tain the original orthography and pronunciation of all 
the foreign words we have adopted ; by which means, 
our language would become a diſſonant j Jargon with- 
out ſtandard or propriety. The controverſy was re- 


ferred to us; and Banter, notwithſtanding his real 


opinion to the contrary, decided it in favour of Wag- 
tail; Upon which the peeviſh annuitant aroſe, and 
uttering the monoſyllable, py! with "_—_ emphaſis, 
removed to another table. 


We 


. 
— S 
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We then enquired of the doctor, what progreſs he 


had made in the experiment of diſtilling tinder-water; 
and he told us, he had been at all the glaſs-houſes 
about town, but could find no body who would under- 
take to blow a retort large enough to hold the third part 
of the quantity preſcribed ; but he intended to try the 
proceſs on as much as would produce five drops, which 


would be ſufficient to prove the ſpecific, and then he 


would make it a parliamentary affair; that he 
had already purchaſed a confiderable weight of rags, 
in the reducing of which to tinder, he had met with 
a misfortune which had obliged him to change his 


lodgings .: For he had gathered them in a heap on 
the floor, and ſet fire to them with a candle, on the 


ſuppoſition that the boards would ſuſtain no damage, 
becauſe it is the nature of flame to/aſcend; but by 
ſome very extraordinary accident, the wood was in- 
vaded, and began to blaze with great violence; 
which diſordered him fo much, that he had not pre- 
ſence of mind enough to call for aſſiſtance, and the 
whole houſe muſt have been conſumed with him in 
the midſt of it, had not the ſmoke that rolled out of 


the windows in clouds. alarmed the neighbourhood, 


-and brought people to his ſuccor. That he had 
loſt a pair of black velvet breeches and à tye-wig in 

the hurry, beſides the expence of the rags, which 
were rendered uſeleſs by the water uſed to quench 
-the flame, and the damage of the floor, which he 
-was compelled to repair, ——T hat his Jandlord be- 


Hieving — diſtracted, had inſiſted on his quitting - 
ent at a minute's warning, which put Him 


his apartm 


to incredible inconvenience; but now he was ſettled 
in a very comfortable houſe, and the uſe of a large 


G 2 paved 
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paved yard for preparing his tinder: So that he hoped 
in a very ſhort time to reap the fruits of his labour. 
After having congratulated the doctor on his proſ- 
pe, and read the papers, we repaired to an auction 
of pictures, were we entertained ourſelves an hour or 
two; from thence we adjourned to the Mall, and 
after two or three turns, went back to dinner, Ban- 
ter aſſuring us, that he intended to roaſt Medlar, 
at the ordinary; and indeed, we were no ſooner ſet 


than this Cynick began to execute his purpoſe, by N 
telling the old Gentleman, he looked extremely well, i 


conſidering the little ſleep he had enjoyed laſt night. 
To this compliment Medlar made no reply, but by 
a ſtare, accompanied with a ſignificant grin ;——and 
Banter went on thus: I don't know whether moſt 
< to admire the charity of your mind, or the vigour of 
your body.——Upon my ſoul, Mr. Medlar, you 
do generous things with the beſt taſte of any man 
I know! You extend your compaſſion to real ob- 

£ jects, and exact only ſuch returns as they are ca- 
 pable of making. You muſt know, gentlemen, 
< [ſaid he, turning to the company] I had been up 
£ moſt part of the night with a friend who is bad of 
c a fever, and on my return home this morning, I 
< chanced to paſs by a gin-ſhop ſtill open, whence iſſued 
4 a confuſed ſound of mirth and jollity: Upon which 
I] popped in my head, and perceived Mr. Medlar 
„dancing bare-headed in the midſt of ten or twenty 
« ragged Bunters, who rejoiced at his expence, But 
indeed, Mr. Medlar, you ought not to ſacrifice 
s your conſtitution to your benevolence. —Conſider 
s you grow old apace, and therefore ought't to have a 
5 reverend care of your health, which muſt certainly 


2 be very much impaired by theſe nocturnal expediti- 
ons 


os 
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ons. —— The teſty ſenior could no longer contain 
© himſelf, but cried haſtily, * Tis well known that 

« your, tongue is no ſſander.— I think [ſaid the other] 

< you might ſpare that obſervation, as you are very 
* ſenſible that my tongue has done you ſignal ſervice 
on many dccafions. You may remember that 
© when you made your addreſſes to the fat widow, 
* who kept a publick-houſe at Iſlington, there was a 
« report ſpread very much to the prejudice of your 
© manhood ; which coming to the ears of your miſ- 
« treſs, you was diſcarded immediately; and I 
brought matters to a reconciliation, by aſſuring 
her you had three baſtards at nurſe in the country 
Ho you ruined your own affair afterwards, i it is neĩ- 
- © ther: my buſineſs nor inclination to relate. This 
anecdote, which had no other foundation than in 


Banter's own invention, afforded a good deal of mirth 
to every body preſent, and provoked Mr. Medlar be- 


vond all ſufferance; ſo that he ſtarted up in a mighty 
paſſion, and forgetting. that his.month was full, be- 
ſpattered thoſe who ſat next to him, while he diſcharged 
his indignation in a volly of oaths, and called Banter 
| e puppy, impertinent jackanapes, and an 
hundred ſuch appellations; telling the company, he 
had invented theſe falſe malicious aſperſions, becauſe 
he would not lend him money to ſquander away upon 

rooks and whores. ———* A very likely ſtory, | 
* (faid Banter) that I ſhould attempt to borrow money 
of a man who is obliged to practice a thouſand ſhifts 
ts make his weekly allowance hold out to Saturdays 
night. Sometimes he ſleeps four and twenty hours 
at a ſtretch, by which means he ſaves three meals 
© belides coffee-houſe expence Sometimes he is fain 
*. * to Nat up with bread and cheeſe and ſmall beer for 


no * | hs i > 0 dinner 


126 E Adventures of 


dinner; and ſometimes he regales on two penny- 


© worth of ox-cheek in a cellar. '————* You are. 


a lying miſcreant (cried Medlar, in an extaſy of 
© rage) I can always command money enough to pay 
« your taylor's bill, which I am ſure is no trifle ; and 
I have a good mind to give you a convincing proof 
«of. my circumſtances, by proſecuting you for defa- 
mation, ſirrah.— By this time the violence of 
his wrath had deprived him of his appetite, and he ſat 


Glent, unable to ſwallow one mouthful, while his 


tormenter enjoyed his mortification, and encreaſed. 


his chagrim, by adviſing him to lay i in plentifully for 


his next day's faſt. 

Dinner being ended, we came down Kale to the 
eoffee- room, and Banter went away to keep an appoint- 
ment, ſaying, he ſuppoſed he ſhould ſee Wagtail and 
me in the evening at the Bedford coffee-houſe. —— 
He was no ſooner gone, than the old gentleman took 
me aſide, and ſaid, he was ſorry to ſee me ſo in- 


timate with that 1 who was one of the moſt 


graceleſs rakes about town, and had already waſted a 
good eſtate and conſtitution upon harlots —that he. 
had been the ruin of many a young man, by intro- 
ducing them into debauched company, and ſetting a 
lewd example of all manner of wickedneſs; and that, 
unleſs I was on my guard, he would ſtrip me in a 
ſhort time, both of my money and reputation, I 
thanked him for his information, and promiſed to. 
conduct myſelf accordingly, wiſhing however, his. 
caution had been a few hours more early, by which. 
means I might have ſaved five guineas. Notwith- 
ſtanding this intelligence, I was inclinable to impute. 
ſome part of the charge to Medlar's revenge for the 


ſoon; 


Werlte taken with him at dinner; and therefore, as. 
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foon as I could diſengage myſelf, applied to Wagtail 
for his opinion of the character in queſtion ; reſolved 


to compare their accounts, allowing for the prejudice: - 


of each, and form my judgment upon both, without 
adhering ſtrictly to either. The doctor aſſured 


me that he was a very pretty gentleman, of family 
and fortune; a- ſcholar, a wit, a critick, and perfectly 


well acquainted with the town; that his honour and 
courage were unqueſtionable; though ſome extrava- 
gancies he had been guilty of, and his talent for 
ſatire, had procured him enemies, and made ſome 
people ſhy of his acquaintance.— From theſe diffe- 


rent ſketches, I concluded that Banter was a young 


fellow of ſome parts, who bad ſpent his fortune, but 


Tetained his appetites, and fallen out with the world | 


becauſe he could not enjoy it to his wife. 

1 went'to the Bedford coffee-Houſe in the evening, 
where I met my friends, from thence proceeded to 
the play, and afterwards carried them home to my 


lodgings, where we ſupped with great harmon 
and ſatisfaction. * 1 g 
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CHAP. XLIX. 
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7 receive a hella SME con ſequences of ff ——_ 
the quarrel being made up, I am put in arreſt, by 
the care and affettion of Strap but immedi- 
ately releaſed npon explaining my affair the 


nip ant of Mr. O Regan and his two friends 
1 vifit Melinda, whom I divert with an 


account of the duel 1 propoſe marriage- 


he refers the matter to her mother, of whom I 


make a ſolemn demand of her daughter ——the 
old lady's behaviour am diſcarded, E a 


HEN I was ready to go abroad next day, 


Strap brought me a letter, directed To. 
Mr. Random, Eſq; Thoſe. Which, upon open- 
ing, I found contained a challenge, couched in theſe 
very extraordinary terms: 


IX, | | | 
c Hereas I am informed that you make love 
„ to Miſs Melinda Gooſetrap, This is to 
let you know, that ſhe is under promiſe of marriage 


to me; and that I am at this preſent writing, at the 
back of Montague houſe, with a pair of good 


Piſlols! in my hand, and if you will keep your ap- 
8 pointment, 
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? pointment, I will make your tongue confeſs (after 
6 the breath is out of your body) that you do not de- 
6 ; Gelerve 155 as well as 

Your's, &c. 
Rourk O Regan. 


Re gueſſed! from the file and fubſeription of this 
billet, that my rival was a true Mileſian, and was 
not à little uneaſy at the contents, eſpecially that 
part, where he aſſerts his right to my miſtreſs by 
promiſe, a circumſtance I did not know how to re- 
concile to her penetration. —— However, this was 
no time for me to decline the invitation, becauſe the 
ſucceſs of my addreſſes might in a great meaſure de- 
pend upon my behaviour in that affair. I therefore 
immediatly loaded my piſtols, and betook myſelf in 
a hackney- coach to the place appointed, where I 
found a tall raw-boned man, with a hard- featured 
\ countenance, and black buſhy "beard, walking by 
himſelf, wrapped up in a ſhabby great coat, over 


which his own hair deſcended in a leathern queque 


from his head, that was covered with a greaſy hat 
trimmed with a tarniſhed pointe & eſpagne. He no 
ſooner perceived me advancing; than without any 
preamble, he pulled a piſtol from his boſom, and pre- 
ſenting at me, ſnapt it. Alarmed at this rude ſalu- 
tation, I made a ſtand, and before he could adjuſt 
kis other piece, fired one of mine- at him, without 
doing any damage: By this time he was ready with 
bis ſecond, that flaſhed in the pan without going off: 

Upon, which he called; with a true Tipperary ca- 
dence, Fire away honey, and began to ham- 
mer his flint with great deliberation. But I was 
reſolved! to make uſe of the advantage Fortune had gi- 
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ven me; and therefore ſtept up, without throwing 
away my fire, deſiring him to ask his life, or prepare 
for another world ; but this ſtout Hibernian re- 


fuſed to condeſcend; and complained bitterly of my- 


Having quitted my ground before he could return my 
ſhot, ſaying J ought to go back to my. ſtation, and 
let him have an equal chance. with me. I endea- 


voured to perſuade him that J had given him a double 
chance already; and it was my buſineſs to prevent 
him from enjoying a third ;——but now, ſince I had 
an opportunity, I demanded a parley, and defired ro 


know his condition, and-reaſon for calling me to the 
field, who, to the beſt of my remembrance, ſo far 
from having done him any Injury, had never before 


ſeen him He told me, that he was a gentleman of 


fortune, who had ſpent all he had, and hearing that 
Melinda had got ten thouſand pounds, he intended to 
make himſelf maſter of that ſum by eſpouſing her, 
and was determined, in an honourable way, to cut 
the throats of all thoſe who ſtood between him and 
His hopes. I then demanded to know the founda- 
tion of his hopes; and now that I had ſeen him, be- 


ing more and more aſtoniſhed at the circumſtance of 


the promiſe, deſired he would explain that myſtery: | 
- — He gave me to undeaſtand, that he truſted entire- 
ly to his birth and perſonal merit; that he had fre- 
quently wrote to Melinda, ſetting forth his claim 
and pretenſions, but ſhe was never kind enough to 
fend an anſwer, or even to admit him into her pre- 
fence ; and that the promiſe he mentioned in his letter, 
was made by his friend Mr. Gaghagan, who aſſured 
him, that no woman could reſiſt a man of his appear 
ance.— I could not forbear laughing to exceſs, 


at de ſimplicity of my rival, who did not ſeem to 
__xelifh 
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reliſh my mirth ; but began to be very ſerious: Upon 
which I endeayoured to appeaſe him, by giving him 
my word and honour, that ſo far from prejudicing 
his addreſſes to the lady, IT would repreſent him to 
her in the moſt favourable light J could, with any re- 
gard to truth ; but he muſt not be ſurprized if ſhe- 
ſhould remain blind to his deſerts, for nothing was 
more capricious than a woman's mind, and the affecti- 
on of that ſex was ſeldom purchaſed with virtue alone. 
—— That my declaration might have the better 
effect, I took notice of his diſhabille, and profeſſing 
ſorrow at ſeeing a gentleman reduced, ſlipt two gui- 
neas into his hand, at the fight of which, he threw- 
away his piſtols, and hugging me in his arms, cried,. 
„ Arrah, by Jeſus, now, you are the. beſt friend I. 
© have met with theſe ſeven long years. When 
J had ſuffered ſome minutes in his embrace, he quitted 
me, and picking up his ruſty arms, wiſhed the devil: 
might burn him if ever he ſhould give me _y farther: 
trouble about woman- kind. 
The quarrel being thus amicably 9 FR 
ged leave to look at his piſtols, which I found ſo greafy- 
and fo foul, that I believe, it was happy for him 
neither of them was diſcharged, for one of them 
would certainly have ſplit in the going off, and he- 
| would, in all probability, have loſt his hand in the” 
explotion ; ; but what gave me a lively/idea'of the 


| man's character was to find, upon examination, that 
þ one of them had been loaded without being primed, . 
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i] and the other primed without a charge. 

j While we walked homeward together, I expreſſed 
a defire of knowing my new friend's hiſtory ;. and he 

| informed me of his having ſerved in the German 

- my” as.a volunteer againſs the T urks; that for his 

| | behaviour 
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behaviour at the ſiege of Belgrade he had been ho- 


noured with an enſign's commiſſion, and afterwards 


promoted to the rank of lieutenant, in which ſtation, 


it was his misfortune to affront his captain, who chal- 
lenged him to the field, and was killed in the duel, 
upon which he was obliged to retreat; that he 
Had been in England ſome years ollicitag: his friends 


for proviſion in the-Britiſh army; but being hitherto 


unſucceſsful, he was deſired by Mr. Gaghagan to turn 
His thoughts to matrimony, and make his fortune by 
an adyantageous match; in conſequence of which 


advice, he had made up to Melinda, and having 
heard, by means of an Irtſh footman in the family, 


that I was her chief favourite, had called me out in 


Hopes of removing by my death, the greateſt obſtruc- 


tion to his deſires ; but now he was convinced of my 
honour and generoſity, he ſwore by the bleſſed Virgin, 


| He would think of her no more, if there was not an- 


other woman in the world. As a further proof 
of his veracity, which I did not at all doubt, he 
opened an old iron ſnuff-box, and pulled out his com- 
miſſion in the imperial army, and his captain's chal- 


Jenge, which he preſerved as teſtimonials of his cha- 


racter.——I was ſo well convinced of this poor man's 
honeſty and courage, that I determined to. ſpeak in 


his behalf to ſome of my acquaintance, who might 


recommend his caſe to the conſideration of thoſe who 
could provide for him ; and in the mean time to ac- 
commodate him with a few cloaths, by which his 
appearance would be much mended, and himſelf en- 
abled to renew his ſolicitations in perſon. 

As we walked along, converſing ſocially together, 
we were met by a file of muſqueteers, and Strap at 
Weir hezd, who no ſogner approached, than with a 


frantick + 
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frantick look, he cried, © Seize them ln the 
name of God! ſeize them! — We were ac 
eordingly ſurrounded, and TI put in arreſt by the cor- 
poral, who was commanding officer; but captain 
O Regan diſengaged himſelf, and run with ſuch ſpeed 
towards Tottenham- court road, that he was out of 
ſight in a moment. When my arms were delivered 
up, and myſelf ſecured, Strap became a little more 
compoſed, and aſked pardon for the liberty he had 
taken, which he hoped I would excuſe, as it pro- 
ceeded from his. affection: He then told me that, ſuſ- 
pecting the letter (which by the bye, was brought by 


the author himſelf) contained ſomething extraordi- 


nary, he had peeped through the key-hole, and ſeen 
me load my piſtols ; upon which he run down to 
Whitehall, and applied to the officer on guard, for 3 
party to put me in arreſt ; but before he returned, I 
was gone in a coach; that he had enquired which 
way I went, and having heard, that duels were com- 
monly fought at the back of Montague-houſe, he 
conducted the guard to this place, where he thanked 
God for having found me ſafe and found. I let him 
know, that I forgave his officious concern for once, 


but cautioned him in pretty ſevere: terms from make- 


ing me the ſubject of idle converſation for the future; 
then, turning to the corporal, I thanked him for his 
care, and gave him a crown to drink with his men, 
aſſuring him that the rencontre was over long before 


he came up, and every thing compromiſed, as he 


might have obſerved by our behaviour; as a farther 
proof of which, he would find upon examination, 
| that one of my piſtols had been diſcharged ;=— but 
this civil perſon, without giving himſelf or me any 
Further trouble, l the bounty with a thouſand 
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bows and acknowledgements, and returning the piſ- 
tols, releaſed me immediately. 

He was not gone an hundred yards when my 
friend O Regan came up, in order to reſcue me, with 
two Tatterdemalions whom: he had engaged for that 
purpoſe, about the purlieus of St. Giles's: One of 
them was armed with a muſket that wanted a lock, 
and another with. a ruſty broad-ſword'; but their 
dreſs ſurpaſſed all deſcription. When he un- 
derſtood I was already free, he made an apology for 
his abrupt departure, and introduced me to his 
two companions: Firſt, to councellor Fitz-clabber, 
who, he told me, was then employed in compiling a 
hiſtory of the kings of Munſter, from Iriſh' manu- 
fcripts; and then to his friend Mr. Gaghagan, who 
was a profound philoſopher and politician, and had 
projected many excellent ſchemes for the good of 
his country.——But it ſeems theſe literati had been 
very ill rewarded for their ingenious labours ; for be- 
tween them both, there was but one ſhirt,. and half a 
pair of breechies. I-thanked them very kindly for 
their readineſs to. aſſiſt me, and having offered my 
ſervice in my turn, wiſhed them a good-morrow, de- 
firing O Regan to accompany me to my lodgings, 
where he was fitted with decent cloaths from my 
wardrobe, ſo much to his ſatisfaction, that he ſwore 
eternal gratitude and friendſhip to me, and at my re- 
Anett, recounted all the adventures of his life. 

In the afternoon, I waited on Melinda, who re- 
ceived me with great kindneſs. and familiarity, and 
laughed exceſſively at my adventure with thelriſkman, 


to whoſe wiſhes ſhe was no ſtranger, having more 


than a dozen letters in her poſſeſſion, which he had 
wrote to her on the ſubject of love, and which, for 


my 
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my entertainment, ſhe ſubmitted to my peruſal.—— 
Having made ourſelves merry at the expence of this 
poor admirer, I ſeized the opportunity of her mo- 
ther's going out of the room, and introduced my own 
paſſion, which I recommended to her with all the 
ardour and eloquence was maſter of. — J flat= 


tered, ſighed, ſwore, intreated, and acted a thouſand. 


extravagancies, in hopes of making ſome impreſlion- 
on her heart; but ſhe heard every thing I ſaid with- 
out diſcovering the leaſt emotion; and other compa- 
ny came in, before ſhe would vouchſafe one ſerious: 
reply. After tea, the cards were brought in ac- 
cording to cuſtom, and. it was my good fortune to 
Have Melinda for my partner; by which means, in- 
ſtead of lofing, I came off with five guineas clear 
gain. on | 
I ſoon became acquainted with a good many peo- 
ple of faſhion, and ſpent my time in the modiſh diver- 
ſions of the town, ſuch as plays, operas, maſquerades, 
drums, aſſemblies and.puppet-ſhows; chiefly in com- 
' pany with Melinda, whom T cultivated with all the 
eagerneſs and addreſs that my proſpe& could inſpire, 


and my education afford: I ſpared neither my per- 


ſon nor my purſe, to gratify her vanity and pride; 
my rivals were intimidated, and indeed outſhone 
and after all, I began to fear that the dear creature 
had not a heart to loſe ———— At laſt, finding myſelf 
unable to ſupport the expence of this amour much 
longer, I was determined to bring the matter to a cri- 
ſis; and one evening, while we were tete a tote, 
complained of her indifference, deſcribed the tor- 
tures of ſuſpence to a love-ſick mind, and preſſed her 
to diſcloſe her ſentiments of matrimony and me, with 
ſuch earneſtneſs, that ſhe could not with all her art, 
_ | FE  fthift 
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ſhift the fubjee ; but was obliged to come to an 
eclairciſſement. She let me know with a careleſs 
air, that ſhe had no objection to my perſon, and if I 
could ſatisfy her mother in other particulars, I ſhould 
not find her averſe to the match ; but ſhe was reſolved 
to do nothing in an affair of ſuch momentous con- 


cern, with6ut the advice and conſent of her parent. 


his was. not a very agreeable declaration to 


me, whoſe aim had been to win her inclination firſt, 


and then ſecure my conqueſt by a private marriage, 


to which I flattered myſelf ſhe:would expreſs no re- 
luctance. 
cauſe before it was deſperate, I waited on the mo- 


That I might not, however, deſert my 


ther, and with great formality demanded the.daugh- 
ter in marriage: The good lady, who was a very no- 


table woman, behaved with great ſtate and civility ; 


thanked me for the honour I intended her family, 
and faid, . ſhe did not doubt that I was in all reſpects 
qualified to make a woman happy ; but it concerned 


her as a parent, anxious about the welfare of her child, 


to enquire into the particulars of my fortune, and 
know what fettlement I propoſed to make. To this in- 
timation, which would have utterly diſconcerted me, 
if. I had not expected it, I replied without heſitation, 
that though my fortune was very ſmall, I was a gen- 
tleman by birth and education, would maintain her 


daughter in the ſphere of a gentlewoman, and ſettle 


ber own dowry on her and her heirs for ever. 
This careful matron did not ſeem to reliſh my propo- 
ſal, but obſerved with a demure countenance, that 


there was no neceſſity for ſettling that upon her child 


which was ber own already : However, if J pleaſed, | 
her lawyer ſhould confer with mine upon the matter; 
and in the mean time, ſhe deſired I would favour her 


with 
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with the peruſal of my rent. roll.—Notwithſtanding 
the vexation I was under, I could ſcarce forbear 
laughing in her face, at the mention of my rent-roll, 
which was, indeed, a ſevere piece of ſatire upon my 
pretenſions. I frankly owned I had no land eſtate: 
and told her, that I could not exactly ſpecify the ſum 
I was maſter of, until I had regulated my affairs, 
which were at preſent in ſome diſorder ; but that I 
would take an opportunity of ſatisfying her on that 
head very ſoon. 

It was not long before I took my leave, and re- 
turned to my lodgings in a very melancholy mood, 
perſuaded that I had nothing more to expect from 
that quarter: I was confirmed in this opinion next 
day, when I went back with a view of explaining my- 
ſelf more fully to the old gentlewoman ; and was 
told by the footman that his ladies were not at home, 
although I had ſeen Melinda through the blinds at 
a parlour window, as I went up to the door. Incenſed 
at this affront I quitted the door, without ſaying one 
word, and as I repaſſed the parlour, bowed to Miſs, 
Who ſtill remained in the ſame ſituation, ſecurely 

ſcreened, as ſhe thought, from my view. 


This diſappointment gave me more uneaſineſs on 


Strap's account, than my on; for I was in no dan- 
ger of dying for love of Melinda ; on the contrary, 
the remembrance of my channug Narciſſa, was a 
continual check upon my conſcience, during the 
whole courſe of my addreſſes; and perhaps contri- 
buted to the bad ſucceſs of my ſcheme, by controul- 
ing my raptures, and condemning my deſign. 

There was a neceſſity for acquainting my compa- 
nion with every thing that happened to me, and I per- 
formed this piece of duty in an affected paſſion, 

ſWearing * be his pack-horſe no longer, and 
deluing 
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deſiring him to inks the management of his affairs into 


Kis own hand. This fineſſe had the deſired effect, 
for inſtead of grumbling over my miſcarriage, Strap 
was frightened at the paſſion I feigned, and begged 
me for the love of God to be appeaſed ; obſerving, 


thatalthough-we had ſuffered a great loſs, it was not 


perhaps -ſmile to-morrow. 


irreparable; and if fortune frowned to-day, ſhe might 
P'pretended to acquieſce 
in his remarks, praiſe his equanimity, and promiſe to 
improve by misfortune. He, on the other hand, 

pretended to be perfectly well ſatisfied with my con- 


duct, and conjured me to follow the diQates of my 


own reflection; but in ſpite of all his affeQation, I 
could perceive his inward affliction, and his viſage 
ſenſibly increaſed in longitude from that day. 


CHA F. 
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T long to be revenged on Melinda——apply to Bau- 


ter for his aſſiſtance- 


he contrives. a ſcheme 


for that purpoſe, which is put in execution with 


great ſucceſs I make an attempt on the heart 
of Miſs Gripewell, but am diſappointed—grow 
melancholy at my diſappointment, and have re- 
courſe to the bottle receive a billet- doux— 
am raviſhed with the contents- 
involved in an intrigue, which I imagined would 
make my fortune am confounded at my miſ- 
tate, _ baniſhes all thoughts of TITS 


N 8 mean time, my attention was wholly en- 
groſſed in ſearch of another miſtreſs,, and the de- 

fire of being revenged on Melinda, in both which 
ſehemes I was very much aſſiſted by Billy Chatter, 
who was ſuch a neceſſary creature among the ladies, 
that in all private dances he engaged the men 
To him therefore I applied; defiring he would intro- 
duce me to a partner of ſome figure, at the next pri- 
vate aſſembly, for he ſake of a frolick, the intention 
of which I would afterwards communicate. Billy, 
who had heard ſomething of a differerence between 
Melinda and me, immediately ſmoaked part of my 
dleſign, and * I only wanted to alarm her jea- 
. Jouſy. 
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louſy a little, promiſed to gratify my defire, by match- 
ing me with a partner worth thirty thouſand pounds, 
whom the ladies of this end of the town, had lately 
taken into their management and protection. — 
Upon further enquiry, I found this perſon's name 
was Miſs Biddy Gripewell; that her father, who had 
been a pawn- broker, died inteſtate, by which means 
all his ſubſtance deſcended to this daughter, who 
was ſo little a favourite, that could the old man have 
prevailed with his own rapacious diſpoſition, to part 
with as much money as would have paid the expence 
. of a will, ſhe would not have inherited the ſixth part 
of his fortune; that during his life, ſo far from 
being educated in a way ſuitable to ſuch great expec- 
tations, the was obliged to live like a ſervant wench, 
and do the moſt menial offices in the family. But 
his funeral was no ſooner performed, than ſne aſſumed 
the fine lady, and found ſo many people of both ſexes 
to flatter, careſs and inſtru her, that, for want of 
diſcretion and experience, ſhe was grown inſufferably 

vain and arrogant, and pretended to no leſs than a 

duke or earl at leaſt, for her huſband ;———that ſhe 

had the misfortune to be neglected by the Engliſh 

quality, but a certain poor Scottiſh Lord was then 
making intereſt to be introdued to her acquaintance. — 
In the mean time, ſhe was fallen into the hands of a 
. notable lady, who had already diſpoſed of her to a 
lieutenant of foot, a diſtant relation of her ladyſhip's, 
though Miſs, as yet, knew nothing of the affair; 

and laſtly, that if I propoſed to dance with her, .I 
muſt give him leave to repreſent me as a knight or 

foreign count at leaſt. I was raviſhed at this piece 
| of information, and conſented for one f night, to per- 
8 ſonate 
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Jonate a French Marquiſs, that I might the eaßer 


fulfil my revenge. 
Having made the appointment with Chatter, I 


went to Banter's lodgings, having by this time con- 
ceived a great opinion of his penetration and know- 


edge; and after J had enjoined ſecrecy, told him 
every circumſtance of my diſgrace with Melinda, 
and imparted the plan I had projected to mortify that 
proud coquette, defiring his advice in improving, and 
aſſiſtance in executing the ſcheme. Nothing could 


be more agreeable to his miſanthropical temper, than 
an account of her behaviour and my reſentment :_ 


He applauded my reſolution, and propoſed that I 
ſhould not only provide myſelf in a proper partner, 
but alſo procure ſuch an one for Miſs Gooſetrap, as 


would infallibly intail upon her the ridicule of all her 


acquaintance: For this purpoſe he mentioned his 


| barber, who, he: ſaid, was an exceeding coxcomb, - 
lately come from Paris, whoſe abſurd affectation and 
grimace would eaſily paſs upon her, for the ſprightly 
politeſſe of a gentleman improved by travel. —1I 
| hugged him for this hint, and he aſſured me, it would 


be no difficult matter to make him believe, that Me- 


linda having ſeen him by accident, was captivated . 
by his appearance, and longed, for his acquaintance. 
e actually engaged him on this pretence, and 
painted his good fortune in ſuch colours, that the 


Poor ſhaver was quite beſide himſelf with joy. 
He was immediately fitted with a tawdry ſuit of 
cloaths belonging to Banter, and by him recommend- 
ed to Chatter, as a very pretty fellow, juſt returned 
from his travels. -Maſter Billy, who acted às a 
gentleman- uſher to a great many of the fair ſex in and 
ö * town, undertook, at once, to beſpeak Melinda 
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Zone, than an inquiſitive whiſper of Who is he.?“ 


in his behalf; and every thing happened according 
to my wiſn. 

At the time appointed, I appeared, dreſſed to the 
beſt advantage; and in the character of Marquiſs, 
had the honour of opening the ball with the rich 
heireſs, who attracted the eyes of the whole com- 


pany, by the prodigious number of jewels with which 


ſhe was adorned. Among others, I perceived 
Melinda, who could no more conceal her envy than 
aſtoniſhment at my ſucceſs: Her curioſity was ſtill 
more flagrant and tormenting, for ſhe had never ſeen 
Miſs Gripewell before; and Chatter, who alone could 
give her any ſatisfaction on that head, was engaged 
in converſation at the other end of the room.——1 


obſerved her impatience, and exulted in her chagrin 3 


and after my partner was ſet, took the opportunity 
of paſſing by her to make a ſlight bow without ſtop- 
ping; which completed my triumph and her indigna- 


tion. She changed colour, bridled up, aſſumed an 


alt of diſdain, and flirted her fan with ſuch fury, that 
it went to pieces in a moment, to the no ſmall enter- 
tainment of thoſe who ſat near and obſerved her. 
At-length the metamorphoſed barber took her out, 
and acted his part with ſuch ridiculous extravagance, 
that the mirth of the whole company was excited at 
his expence, and his partner ſo much aſhamed, that 
before the country dances began, ſhe retired in great 
confuſion, under pretence of being taken ſuddenly 
ill, and was followed by her gallant, who, no doubt, 
imagined her indiſpoſition was nothing but love; 
and laid hold of the occaſion of conducting her 
home, to comfort her with an aſſurance of his enter- 
taining a reciprocal paſſion. They were no ſooner 


run round the room; and Chatter could give no other 
intelligence about him, than that he was a man of 
fortune, juſt returned from his travels: I who alone 
was accquainted with his real quality, affected igno- 
rance, well, knowing that female curioſity would not 
reſt ſatisfied with ſuch a general account, and that 
the diſcovery would proceed with a better grace. from 
any body than me. | 

Mean while I was tempted by the richneſs of the 
prize, to practiſe upon Miſs Gripewell's heart, but 


ſoon found it too well fortified with pride and indiffe- 


rance to yield to any efforts in my own character, and 


I neither would nor could preſerve the title 1 had bor- 


rowed longer than this night. 


As I expected, every thing came to light next day: | 
The barber in pure ſimplicity of heart, detected him- 
ſelf to Melinda, and diſcovered the foundation of his 


hopes; ſhe ſickened at the affront, and was aſhamed 


to ſnew her face in publick for many weeks after this 


accident. Poor Chatter found it impoſſible to juſtify 


himſelf to her ſatisfaction; was in utter diſgrace with 


Miſs Gripewell, for having impoſed me upon 


her as a nobleman; and ſuffered very much in his | 


character and influence among 


ladies in general. 


Finding my finances diminiſhed more than one 


half, and my project as little advanced as on the firſt 
day of my arrival in town, I began to deſpair of my 
ſucceſs, and grew melancholy at the proſpect of ap- 


proaching want. — To diſpel the horrors of this 


fiend, I had recourſe to the bottle, aud kept more 
company than ever. I became particularly attach- 
ed to the play-houſe, converſed with the actors be- 


hind the ſcenes, got acquainted with a body of tem- 


Plars, and in a ſhort time commenced a profeſſed wit 
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and critick. Indeed I may ſay, without vanity, that 
I was much better qualified than any one-of my com- 
panions, who were, generally ſpeaking, of all the 
creatures I ever converſed with, the moſt ignorant 
and aſſuming. By means of theſe avocations I got 
the better of care, and learned to ſeparate my ideas 


in ſuch a manner, that when-eyer I was attacked by 
a gloomy reflection, I could ſhove it aſide, and call 


in ſome agreeable reverie to my aſliſtance — This 
was not the caſe with Strap, who practiſed a thouſand 
ſhifts to conceal the ſorrow that preyed upon his car- 


caſs, and reduced him to the reſemblance of a meer 


ſkeleton. 


While I thus poſted, in 2 thoughtleſs manner, to- 
wards poverty, I one day received, by the penny- poſt, 
a letter, written in a woman's hand, containing a 
great many high-flown compliments, warm proteſtati- 
ons of love, couched in a very poetical ſtile, an ear- 
neſt deſire of knowing whether or not my heart was 
engaged, by leaving an anſwer at a certain place di- 
rected to R. B. and the whole ſubſcribed, Your 
incognita, I was tranſported with joy on reading 
the contents of this billet-doux, which Tadmiredias a 
maſter-peice - of tenderneſs and elegance, and was 
alteady up to the ears in love with the author, whom 
my imagination repreſented as a lady of fortune in the 
bloom of youth and beauty. Elevated with this 
conjecture, I went to work, and exhauſted my 
invention in compoſing an anſwer ſuitable to the ſub- 
limity of her ſtile, and the ardour of her ſentiments. 


expreſſed my admiration. of her wit, in terms 


the moſt hyperbolical, and while I acknowledged my- 
ſelf unworthy of her regard, declared myſelf enamour- 
ed of her underſtanding; and in the moſt pathetick 


Manner, 


* 
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manner, implored the honour of an interview. 

Having finiſhed this performance, and communicated 
it to Strap who ſkipped about for joy, I diſpatched 
him with it to the place appointed, which was the 
houſe of a milliner, not far from bond-ſtreet, and de- 


fixed him to keep watch near the door for ſome time, 


that he might diſcover the perſon who would call for 
at- In leſs than an hour he returned, with a joy- 
ful countenance, aud told me that ſoon after he had 
delivered the letter, a chairman was called, to whom 
it was given, with directions to carry it to the houſe 
of a rich gentleman in the neighbourhood, whither 
he (Strap) followed him, and ſaw it put into the hands 
of a waiting-womam, who paid the meſſenger and 
ſhut the. door; That upon enquiry at an ale-houſe 
hard by, where he called for a pint of beer, he un- 
derſtood, 'that the, gentleman to whom the houſe be- 
longed, had an only daughter, very handſome, wha 
would inherit his whole eſtate; and who certainly 
was the author of the billet I had received I was 
of the ſame opinion, and. hugging myſelf in the hap- 


py proſpect, dreſſed immediately, and paſſed in great 
ſtate by the houſe that contained my unknown admi- 


rer Nor was my vanity diſappointed; for I 
perceived a beautiſul young creature ſtanding at one 
of the windows of the dining-room, who, I imagt- 

ned, obſerved me with more than common curioſi- 
ty. That I might indulge her view, and at the ſame 
time feaſt my own, I affected to ftop, and gave or- 


ders to Strap, in the ſtreet, juſt oppoſite to her ſtation, 


by which means I had, an opportunity of ſeeing her 
more diſtinctly, and of cyngratulating myſelf on hay- 
ing made a conqueſt of ſo much perfection. In 
a few moments ſhe retired, and I betook myſelf to >the 
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ordinary, in a raàpture of hope, which deprived me 
of my appetite for that meal, and ſent me home in the 
evening to indulge my contemplation. 

Early next day, I was favoured with another epiſtle 
from my unknown charmer, ſignifying her unuttera- 
ble joy at the receipt of mine, which, while it made 
a tender of my heart, convinced her of the value of 
It. Above all things, ſhe profeſſed extreme pleaſure 
in finding me fo much attached to her underſtanding, 
a circumſtance that not only flattered her in the moſt 
ſenſible part, but at the ſame time argued my own ſa- 
gacity.— As for the interview I deſired, ſhe aſſured 
me, that I could not be more eager for fuch an occa- 
fion, than ſhe ; but ſhe muſt not only ſactifice a little 


more to decorum, but be ſatisfied of my honourable 


intentions, before ſhe would grant that requeſt: 

Mean while, ſhe gave me to underſtand, that al- 
though ſhe might owe ſome defergnce to the opinion 
of certain perſons, ſhe was reſolfed, in an affair that 
fo nearly concerned her happineſh, to conſult her own 
inclination, preferably to The advice of the whole 
world ; eſpecially, as ſhe was urged to fuch condeſcen- 
tion by no conſideration of fortune, what ſhe depend- 
ed upon, being her own without reſtriction or con- 
ttoul. Struck with admiration at the phyloſophy 


And ſelf-denial of my miſtreſs, who ſeemed inſenſible 


of the beauty ſhe poſſeſſed; and in particular, raviſh- 
ed with that piece of intelligence, by which I learned 


her fortune was independent, I reſumeed the pen, 


launched out into encomiums on the dignity of her 
ſentiments, affected to undervalue the charms of ex- 


ternal beauty, pretended t6" ground my paſſion on 
the qualities of her mind, complained of her rigour, 


in ſaèrifieing my repoſe to an . n 


* ta 
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to decorum, and declared the purity of my deſigns in 
the moſt ſolemn and pathetic vows.— This perfor- 
mance being ſealed and directed, was ſent to the 
place appointed, by Strap, who, that we might be 
ſtill the more confirmed in our belief, renewed his 
watch, and in a little time brought back the ſame in- 


formation as before, with this addition, that Miſs | 


Sparkle, ( the name of my ſuppoſed correſpondent} 
looking out of the window, no ſooner ſaw the meſſen- 
ger arrive, than ſhe ſhut the caſement in a fort of beau- 
tiful confuſion, and diſappeared ; eager, no doubt, 
to hear from the dear object of her love. 

My doubts now vaniſhed, the long expected port 
appeared, and I looked upon myſelf as perfectly ſecure 
of that happineſs I had been in queſt of ſo long. 
After dinner, I ſauntered in company with doctor 
Wagtail, to that part of the town in which my ina- 
morata lived; and as he was a meer regiſter, enqui- 
red of him into the name, character and fortune of e- 
very body who poſſeſſed a good houſe in the ſtreets 


through which we paſſed: When it came to his 


turn to mention Sir John Sparkle, he repreſented 
him as a man of an immenſe eſtate and narrow diſ- 
poſition, who mewed up his only child, a fine young 
lady, from the converfation of mankind, under the 


ſtrict watch and inſpection of an old gouvernante, 
who was either ſo honeſt, envious or inſatiable, that 
no body had been, as yet, able to make her a friend, 


or get acceſs to her charge, though numbers attempted 
it every day ; not ſo much on account of her expec- 
tations from her father, who being a widower, might 
marry again, and have ſons, as for a fortune of twelve 
thouſand pounds left her by an uncle, of which the 
could not be deprived. —'This piece of news ex- 
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aQly tallying with the laſt part of the letter I had been 
bonoured with in the morning, had ſuch an effe on 
me, that any man, except Wagtail, might have ob- 
ſerved my emotion; but his attention was tog much 
engroſſed on the contemplation of his own importance, 
to be affected with the deportment of any other body, 
unleſs it happened to be ſo particular, that he could 
not help taking notice of it. 

When I had diiengaged myſelf from him, whoſe 
converſation grew inſipid to me, I went home, and 
made Strap acquainted with the fruits of my reſear- 
ches.—— This faithful Squire was almoſt choaked 
with tranſport, and even wept for joy; but whether 


on accoutt of himſelf or me, I ſhall not pretend to 


determine. — Next day a third billet-doux was 
brought to me, containing many expreſſions of ten- 
derneſs, mingled with ſome affecting doubts about 
the artifice of man, the inconſtancy of youth, and 
the jealouſy often attending the moſt ſincere paſſion ; 
withal deſiring I would excuſe her, if ſhe ſhould try 
me a little longer, before ſhe declared herſelf beyond 
the power of retraQting.—— Theſe intereſting ſcru- 


les added fuel to my flame, and impatience to my 
| 508 I redoubled my complaint of her indifference. 


and preſſed her to an aſſignation, with ſuch fervid in- 
treaties, that in a few days ſhe conſented to meet me 
at the houſe of that milliner, who had forwarded all 
my letters. ——During the interval between the date 
of her promiſe, and the hour of appointment, my 
pride ſoared beyond all reaſon and deſcription ; I 
Joſt all remembrance of the gentle Narciſſa, and my 
thoughts were wholly employed in planning mann 
pyer the malice and contempt of the world - þ 


At 


J as i bon 
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At length the happy hour arrived, Iflew to the 


place of rendezvous, and was conducted into an apart- 
ment, Where | had not waited ten minutes, when I 
heard the ruſtling of ſilk and the found of feet aſcen- 


ding the ſtairs: My heart took the alarm, and beat 
quick, my cheeks glowed, my nerves thrilled, and 


my knees. ſhook with exſtaſy! I perceived the door 
opening, ſaw a gold brocade petticoat advance, and 
ſprung forward to embrace my charmer. Heaven 
and earth! how ſhall J paint my ſituation, when | 
found Miſs Sparkle converted into a wrinkled hag 
turned of ſeventy! I was ſtruck dumb with amaze- 
ment, and petrified with horror! This ancient ur- 
ganda perceived my diſorder, and approaching with 
a languiſhing air, ſeized my hand, aſking in a ſqueak- 
ing tone, if I was indiſpoſed.— Her monſtrous affecta- 


tion compleated the diſguſt i had conceived for her at 


her firſt appearance; and it was a long time before I 
could command myſelf ſo much, as to behave with 
common civility: At length, however, I recollected 
myſelf, and pronounced an apology for my behaviour, 


which, I ſaid, proceeded from a dizzineſs that ſeized 


me all of a ſudden. My hoary Dulcinea, who, no 


doubt, had been alarmed at my confuſion, no ſooner. 


learned the cauſe to which I now aſcribed it, than ſhe 
diſcovered her joy in a thouſand amorous coquetries,. 
and aſſumed the ſprightly arts of a girl of ſixteen. One 
while, ſhe ogled me with her dim eyes, quenched in 
rheum ; then, as if ſhe was aſhamed of that freedom, 
ſhe affected to look down, bluſh, and play with her 
fan, then toſs her head that I might not perceive a 
palfy that ſhook it, aſk ſome childiſh queſtions with a 
liſping accent, giggle and grin with her mouth ſhut, 


to conceal the ravages of time upon her teeth, leer 
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upon me again, ſigh piteouſly, fling herſelf about in 
her chair to ſhew her agility, and act a great many 
more abſurdities that youth and beauty can alone ex- 


cuſe.— Shocked as I was atmy diſappointment, 
my diſpoſition was incapable of affronting any perſon 
. Who loved me; I therefore endeavoured to put a good 
face on the matter for the preſent, reſolved to drop 
the whole affair as ſoon as I ſhould get clear of her 
company; with this view, I uttered ſome civil things, 
and in particular deſired to know the name and con- 
dition of the lady who had honoured me ſo much. — 
She told me her name was Withers, that ſhe lived 
with Sir John Sparkle in quality of governeſs to his 
only daughter, in which ſituation ſhe had picked up a 
comfortable ſufficiency to make her eaſy for life; that 
* ſhe hadthe pleaſure of ſeeing me at church, where my 
appearance and deportment made ſuch an impreſſion 
upon her heart, that ſhe could enjoy no eaſe until ſhe 
had enquired i into my character, which ſhe found fo 
amiable in all reſpects, that ſhe yielded to the violence 
of her inclination, and ventured to declare her paſſion, 
with too little regard, perhaps to the decorum of 
her ſex ; but ſhe hoped I would forgive a treſpaſs, of 
which I rayſelf was, in ſome meaſure, the cauſe, and 
impure her intruſion to the irreſiſtible dictates of love. 
———— —- do decayed rake ever ſwallowed a bolus with 
more reluQance than I felt in making a reply ſuitable 
to the compliment, when inſtead of the jewel, I found 

the crazy caſket only in my power; and yet my hopes 
began to revive alittle, when I conſidered, that by car- 
Tying on the appearance of an intrigue with the Duen- 
na, 1 might poſſibly get acceſs to her charge. En- 
couraged by this ſuggeſtion, my temper grew more 
ſerene, my reſerve wore off. I talked en we” 
5 an 
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and even made love to this antiquated coquętte, who 
ſeemed extremely happy in her adorer, and ſpread 
all. her allyrements to make her imagined conqueſt 
more ſecure.— The good woman of the houſe 
treated us with tea and ſweetmeats, and afterwards 
withdrew, like a civil experienced matron as ſhe was. 


Left thus to our mutual endearments, Miſs 


Withers (for ſhe was ſtil] a maiden) began to talk of 
matrimony, and expreſſed ſo much impatience in all 
her behaviour, that, had ſhe been fifty years younger, 
I might poſſibly have gratified her longing without 
| having recourſe to the church; but this iny virtue 
as well as intereſt forbad. When the inclinations of 
an old maid ſettle upon a young fellow, he is perſe- 
cuted with her addreſſes; but ſhould he once grant 
her the favour, he will never be able to diſentangle 
himſelf from her importunities and reproaches. It 
was my buſineſs to defer the ceremony as long as 
poſſible under the moſt ſpecious pretences, with a 
view of becoming acquainted with Miſs Sparkle, 
in the mean time; and I did not deſpair of ſucceſs, 
I confidered, that in the courſe of our correſ- 
pongdence I would, in all probability, be invited to 
viſit my miſtreſs in her own apartment, and by that 
means have an opportunity of converſing with her 
charming ward. ' Pleaſed with this proſpet, my 
heart dilated with joy, I talked in raptures to the 
ſtale gouvernante, and killed her ſhriveled hand 
with great devotion : She was ſo much tranſported 
with her good fortune, that ſhe could not contain her 
exſtaſy, but flew upon me like a tygrels, and preſſed 
her ſkinny lips to mine; when (as it was no doubt 
concerted by her evil genius) a doſe of garlic ſhe had 
ſwallowed that morniug, to diſpel wind I ſuppoſe, 
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began to operate with ſuch a ſudden exploſion, 
that human nature, circumſtanced as T was, could 
not endure the ſhock with any degree of temper.— « 
J loſt all patience and reflection, flung away from 
her in an inſtant, ſnatched my dat and cane, and run 


down ſtairs as if the devil had me in purſuit, and could 


ſcarce reſtrain the convulſion of my bowels, which 
were grievouſly offended by the perfume that aſſault- 


ed me. Strap, who waited my return with im- 
patience, ſeeing me arrive in the utmoſt diforder, 


food motionleſs with ores, 450 durſt not 
enquire ii to the cauſe. 

After 1 had waſhed my mouth more 8 once, and 
recruited my ſpirits with a glaſs of wine, I 04D OPM 
to him every particular of what had happened ; 
which he made no other reply, for ſome time, Sa 
lifting up his eyes, claſping his hands, and uttering a 
hollow groan.—At length he obſerved, in a melan- 
choly tone, that it was a thouſand pities my organs 
were ſo delicate as to be offended with the ſmell of 
garlic: * Ah! God help us (ſaid he) tis not the ſteams 
* of garlic, no, nor of ſomething elſe, that would 

give me the leaſt uneaſineſs ſee what it is to be 
* a cobler's ſon.— replied haftily, I wiſh then you 
© would go and retrieve my miſcarriage. At this he 


| ſtarted, forced a ſmile, and left the room, ſhaking: 


his head. Whether the old gentlewoman reſented 
my abrupt departure ſo much, that her love changed 
into diſdain, or was aſhamed to ſee me on account of 
her infirmity, I know not, but I was. _—_ troubled 
MY * _— arr 4 B{r: n D 
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T cultivate an acquaintance with tius noblemen—— 
am introduced to Earl Strutwell—his kind pro- 
miſe and invitation—the behaviour of his porter 

and lactey he receives me with an appear- 
ance off uncommon affettion———undertakes to 


ſpeak in my behalf to the miniſter informs 
me of his ſucceſs, and wiſhes me joy intro- 


5 duces a. converſation about Petronius Arbiter — 


Falls in Have with my watch; which I preſs upon 
him 


Strap, and Banter who diſſabuſes | mes to my ut- 
ter words ranges 


0 Affled hitherto i my matrimonial ſchemes, I be. 

gan to queſtion my talents for the ſcience of 
fortune Benting and to bend my thoughts towards 
fome employment under the government. 
With the view of procuring which, I cultivated the 
acquaintance of Lords Straddle and Swillpot, whoſe 
fathers were men of intereſt at court. I found 
theſe young noblemen as open to my advances as 1 
could deſtre: I accompanied them in their midnight 
rambles, and often dined with them at taverns, where 
1 had the honour of paying the reckoning. 


H 5 . 


1 make a: pr eſent of a diamomd ring N 
to lord Straddle——impart my good fortune ts 
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 Toneday took the opportunity, while I was loaded 

with proteſtations of friendſhip, to diſcloſe my deſire 
of being fettled in ſome ſine- cure; and to ſollicit 
their influence in my behalf. ——Swillpot ſqueezing 
my hand, ſaid, I might depend upon his ſervice, by 
G—d. The other ſwore that no man would be 
more proud than he to run of my errands. Encou- 
raged by theſe declarations I ventured to expreſs an 
mclination to 'be introduced to their fathers, who 
were able to do my buſineſs at once. Swillpot frankly 
owned he had not ſpoke to his father theſe three years; 
and Straddle aſſured me his father having lately diſ- 
obliged the Miniſter by ſubſcribing his name to a pro- 
teſt in the houſe of peers, was thereby rendered in- 
capable of ſerving his friends at preſent ; but he un- 


dertook to make me acquainted with Earl 8 trutwell, 
who was hand and glove with a certain perſon that 


ruled the roaft. This offer I embraced with many 
acknowledgements, and plied him ſo clofely, in ſpite 
of a thouſand evaſions, that he found himſelf under 

ameceſſity of keeping his word, and actually carried 


me to the levee of this great man, Where he left me 


in a crowd of fellow-dependents, and was uſhered to 
a-patticular cloſet audience; from whence in a few 
minutes, he returned with his lordſhip, who took me 
by the hand, aſſured me he would do me all the ſer- 
vice he could, and deſired to ſee me often. I 
was charmed with my reception, and although I had 
heard that a courtier's promiſe is not to be depended 


upon, I thought I diſcovered ſo much ſweetneſs of 


temper and candour in this Earl's countenance, that I 
lid not doubt of profiting by his proteQion.———L 
reſolved therefore, to avail myſelf of his permiſſion, 
and waited « on him next audience day, when 1 wag 
n 
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Ave with a particular ſmile, ſqueeze of the hand, 
and a whiſper, ſignifying that he wanted halfan hour's 
converſation with me tete à ##te, when he ſhould be 
diſengaged,” and for that purpoſe deſired me to come 
and drink a diſh of chocolate with him to-morrow 
morning. The invitation, which did not a little 
flatter my vanity and expectation, I took care to ob- 
ſerve, and went to his lordſhip's houſe at the time 
appointed. Having rapped at the gate, the porter 
unbolted and kept it half open, placing himſelf in the 
gap, like ſoldiers in a breach, 'to diſpute my paſſage. 
I demanded to know if his lord was ftirring ? — He 
anſwered with a ſurly aſpect, No. At what 
© hour does he commonly riſe? (ſaid I) "PR Some- 
times ſooner, ſometimes later (ſaid he, cloſing the 
door upon me by degrees) I then told him I 
was come by his lordſhip's 'own appointment; to 


Which this Cerberus replied,” I have received no 


orders about the matter; and was upon the point 
of ſhutting me out, when I recollected myſelf all of 
a ſudden, and fliping a crown into his hand, begged 
as a favour that he would enquire and let me know 
whether or hot "the Earl was up. The grim janitor 
relented at the touch of my money, which he took 
with all the indiffexehtee of a tax-gatherer, and ſhewed 
me into a parloup, where, he ſaid, I might amuſe 
myſelf till ſuch time as his lordſhip would' be awake. 
——IF hid not ſat ten minutes in this Place, when a 
footman entered, and without ſpeakigng. ſtared" at 
me; I interpreted this piece of his" 'behavieur into 
© Pray, Sir, chat is your buſineſs?” and- aſked che 
Tame queſtion I had put tothe porter, *when'T ac- 
coſted him firſt. The lackey made the fame reply, 
and difappeared before I-could get any further intelli- 
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letting the Earl know that I was in the houſe. 
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gence .- -In a little time he returned, on pretenee 
of poking the fire, and looked at me again with great 

eatneſtneſs; upon which I began to perceive his 
meaning, and tipping him with half a crown, deſired; 
he would be ſo good as to fall upon ſome method of 
He 
made a low bow, ſaid, © Yes, Sir, and vaniſhed.— 
This bounty was not thrown away, for in an inſtant: 
he. came back, and conducted me to a chamber, 
where I was received with great kindneſs and fami- 
larity by his lordſhip, whom I found juſt riſen; in his 
morning gown and, ſlippers. After breakfaſt, he 
entered into a particular converſation with me about 
my travels, the remarks I had made abroad, and ex- 
amined me to the full extent of my underſtanding. My 
anſwers ſeemed to pleaſe him very much, he frequent- 
ly ſqueezed my hand, and looking at me with a ſingu- 
lar complacency in his countenance, bid me depend 
upon his good offices with the miniſtry in my behalf. 
Voung men of your qualifications (ſaid he) ought 
to be cheriſhed by every adminiitration. For 
my on part, I ſee ſo little merit in the world, 

that I have laid it down as a maxim, to encourage 
the leaſt appearance of genius and virtue, to the 
« utmoſt of my power. You have a great deal of 
both; and will mot fail of making a figure one day, 
if I am not miſtaken; but you muſt lay your ac- 
count with mounting by gradual ſteps to the ſummit 
« of, your fortune. None was not built in a day. 
« As you',underſtand., the languages perfectly well, 
how would you like to croſs - the-ſea, as, ſecretary 
to an embaſſy? I aſſured his Jordſhip, with great 
eagerneſs, that nothing could be more agreeable ta 
. walatian: Upon which he bid me make, at 
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ſelf eaſy, my buſineſs was done, for he had a place of 
that kind in his view. —— This piece of generoſi ity 
affected me ſo much, that I was unable for ſome time 
to expreſs my gratitude, which at length broke out in 
acknowledgments of my own unworthineſs, and en- 
comiums on his benevolence. I could not even 


help ſhedding tears, at the goodneſß of this noble 


lord, who no ſooner perceived them, than he caught 
me in his arms, hugged and kiſſed me with a ſeeming- 
ly paternal affection. Confounded at this uncom- 
mon inſtance of. fondneſs for a ſtranger, I remained 
a few moments filent and aſhamed, then got up and 
took my leave, after he had aſſured me that he would 
ſpeak to the Miniſter. in my favour, that very day; 
and deſired that I would not for the future give my- 
ſelf the trouble of attending at lus levee, but come 
at the ſame hour every day, when, he was at leiſure, 
which was three times a week. 

Though my hopes were now very Wy I de- 
termined to conceal my proſpect from every body, 
even from Strap, until I ſhould be more certain of 
ſucceſs; and in the mean time, give my patron no 
reſpite from my ſollicitations— When Irenewed my 
viſit, I found the ſtreet door opened to me as if by 
enchantment but in my paſſage towards the pre- 
ſence- room, 5 was met by the waler de chambre, who 
caft ſome furious looks at me, the meaning of which 
I could not comprehend. The Earl faluted me at 
entrance with a tender embrace, and wiſhed me joy 
of his ſucceſs with the premier, who, he ſaid, had 
preferred his recommendation to that of two other 
noblemen very urgent in behalf of their reſpectivè 
friends, and abſolutely promiſed that T ſhould go to a 
Certain forergn court in ney of ſecretary to an em- 
baſſador 
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baſſador and plenipotentiary, who would ſet out in 4 


few weeks, on an affair of vaſt i importance to the na- 
tion. I was thunder-ftruck with my good fortune, 
and could make no other. reply, than kneel and at- 


| tempt to kiſs my benefactor's hand, which he would 


not permit, but raiſing me up, preſſed me to his breaſt 


with ſurprizing emotion, and told me he had now 


taken upon himſelf the care of making my fortune: 
What inhanced the value of the benefit ſtill the 
more, was his making light of the favour, and ſhift- 
ing the converſation to another ſubje& : among other 
topicks of diſcourſe, that of the Belle Lettre was in- 
troduced, upon which his lordſhip held forth with 
great taſte and. erudition, and diſcovered an intimate 
knowledge of the authors of antiquity. Here's 
* a book (ſaid he takipg one from his boſom) written 
© with great elegance and ſpirit, and though the ſub- 
je& may give offence to ſome narrow-minded peo- 
ple, the author will always be held in eſteem by 
every perſon of wit and learning. 80 ſaying, 
he put into my hand Petronius Arbiter, and aſked my 
Opinion of his wit and manner. J told him, that 
in my opinion, he wrote with great eaſe and vivacity, 
but was withal fo lewd and indecent, that he ought 
to find no quarter or protection among people of mo- 
© T own (replied the Earl) that his 
« taſte in love is generally decried, and indeed con- 
demned by our laws; but perhaps that may be 
more owing to prejudice and miſapprehenſion, than 
6 to true reaſon and deliberation. — — The beſt man 
« among the ancients is ſaid to have entertained that 
« paſſion; one of the wiſeſt of their legiſlators has 
© permitted the indulgence of it in his common wealth; 

q the moſt celebrated poets have not ſcrupled to 

avow 


* 
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© ayow it at this day; it prevails not only over all the 
< eaſt, but in moſt parts of Europe; in our own coun- 
« try it gains ground a-pace, and in all probability will 
© hecome in a ſhort time a more faſhionable vice than 
c ſimple fornication. Indeed there is ſomething to 


© to be ſaid in vindication of it, for notwithſtanding 


© the ſeverity of the law againſt offenders in this way, 
«© it muſt be confeſſed that the practice of this paſſion 
< is unattended with that curſe and burthen upon ſo- 
ciety, which proceeds from a race of miſerable de- 
' © ſerted baſtards, who are either murdered by their 
< parents, deſerted to the utmoſt want and wretched- 
neſs, or bred up to prey upon the common-wealth : 
and it likewiſe prevents the debauchery of many a 
young maiden, and the proſtitution of honeſt men's 
wives; not to mention the conſideration of health, 
which is much leſs liable to be impaired i in the grati- 
« fication. of this appetite, than in the exerciſe of 

common venery, which by ruining the conſtitutions 
of our young men, has produced a puny progeny 
that degenerates from generation to generation: 
< Nay, I have been told, that there is another motive 
perhaps more powerful than all theſe, that induces 
people to cultivate this inclination ; namely, the 
« - exquiſite pleaſure attending its ſucceſs.% _ 

From this diſcourſe, I began to be. 8 
that his lordſhip finding I had travelled, was afraid I 
might have been infected with this ſpurious and ſor- 
did deſire abroad, and took this method of ſounding 
my ſentiments on the ſubject. Fired at this ſup- 
poſed ſuſpicion, I argued againſt it with great 

warmth, as an appetite unnatural, abſurd, and of 
pernicions conſequence 3 ; and declared my utter de- 
7 | teſtation 


R . A A * 
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teſtation and abhorrence of it in | theſe lines of. the. 
ſatyriſt. 


= Eternal infamy the wretch confound _ 
Who planted firſt, this vice on Britiſh ground! 
© A vice! that 'ſpite of f ſenſe and nature reigns, 
« And poiſons genial love, and mankood ſtains ! 7 


The Earl ſiniled at my indignation, told me he 
was glad to find my opinion of the matter ſo con- 
formable to his own, and that what he had advanced 
was only to provoke me to an anſwer, with which he 
profeſſed himſelf perfectly well pleaſed. 

After F had enjoyed a long audience, IJ happened to 
look at my watch, in order to-regulate my motions 
by it; and his lordſhip obſerving the chaſed caſe, de- 
fired to ſee the device, and examine the execution, 
which he approved with ſome expreſſions of admira- 
tion. Conſidering the obligations I lay under to 
his lordſhip, I thought there Wale not be a fitter op- 
portunity than the preſent to manifeſt, in ſome ſhape, 
my gratitude; I therefore begged he would do me the 
honour to accept of the watch as a ſmall teſtimony of 
the ſenſe I had of his lordſhip's generoſity; but he re- 
fuſed it in a peremptoty manner, and faid he was 
ſorry I ſhould entertain ſuch a mercenary opinion of 
kim, obſerving at the ſame time, that it was the moſt 
beautiful piece of workmanſhip he had ever ſeen; 
and defiring to know where. he could have ſuch an- 
ether. ——I begged a thouſand pardons for the free- 
dom I had taken, which I hoped he would impute 
to nothing elſe than the higheſt veneration for his 
perſon let him know that as it came to my hand 
| BY accident in France, 1 could give him no informa: 
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tion about the maker, for there was no name on the 
inſide; and once more humbly intreated that he would 
indulge me ſo far as to uſe it for my ſake.— He was 
ſtill poſitive in refuſing it; but was pleaſed to thank 
me for my generous offer, ſaying, it was a preſent 


that no nobleman need be aſhamed of receiving; 


though he was reſolved to ſhew his diſintereſtedneſs 
with regard to me, for whom he had conceived a par- 
_ ticular friendſhip ; and infiſted (if I was willing to 
part with the watch) upon knowing what it coſt, that 
he might at leaſt indemnify me, by refunding the 
money. On the other hand, I aſſured his lordſhip, 
that I would look upon it as an uncommon mark of 
diſtinction, if he would take it without further queſti- 
on ; and rather than diſoblige me, he was at laſt per- 
ſuaded to put it in his pocket, to my no ſmall ſatisfac- 
tion, who took my leave immediately, after having 
received a kind ſqueeze, and an injunction to depend 
upon his promiſe. 


Buoyed up with my reception, my heart opened; f 


J gave away a guinea among the lacqueys, who 
eſcorted me to the door, flew to the lodgings of Lord 
Straddle, upon whom I forced my diamond ring, as 
an acknowledgement for the great ſervice he had 


done me, and ffrom thence hied myſelf home, with 


an intent of ſharing my happineſs with honeſt Strap. 
I determined, however, to heighten his pleaſure 
by depreſſing his ſpirits at firſt, and then bringing in 
the good news with double reliſh. For this pur- 
poſe, I affected the appearance of diſappointment 
and chagrin, and told him in an abrupt manner, that 
J had loſt the watch and diamond. Poor Hugh, who 


had been already harraſſed into a conſumption by i in- 
telligence of this ſort, no ſooner heard theſe words 


than, 


— «> 
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than, unable to containhimſelf, he cried with diſtrac- 
tion in his looks, God in heaven forbid 'I could 
carry on the farce no longer, but laughing in his face, 
told him every thing that had befallen, as above re- 
cited. His features were immediately unbended, and 


the tranſition ſo affecting, that he wept with joy, 
calling my Lord Strutwell by the appellations of 


Jewel, Phenix, Rara avis, and praiſing God, that 
there was ſtill ſome virtue left among our nobility. 
— Our mutual congratulations being over, we gave 
way to our imagination, and anticipated our happi- 
neſs, by proſecuting our ſucceſs through the different 
ſteps of promotion, till I arrived at the rank of a 
prime miniſter, and he to that of my firſt ſecretary. 
Intoxicated with theſe ideas I went to the ordinary, 
where, meeting with Banter, I communicated the 
whole affair in confidence to him, concluding with 
an aſſurance that I would do him all the ſervice in my 
power.——He heard me to an end with great pati- 
ence, then regarding me a good while with a look of 
diſdain, pronounced, So, your buſineſs is done, 
you think? As good as done, I believe, (ſaid 
1) — Tl tell you (replied he) what will do it ſtill 
more effectually A halter. 'Sdeath! if I had 
been ſuch a gull to two ſuch ſcoundrels as Strutwell 
and Straddle, I would without any more ado tuck 
myſelf up. Shocked at this exclamation, I defired 
him with ſome confuſion to explain himſelf. Upon 
which he gave me to underſtand, that Straddle was 


a poor contemptible wretch, who lived by borrowing 


and pimping to his fellow peers ; that in conſequence | 
of this laſt capacity, he had doubtleſs, introduced 
me to Strutwell; who was ſo notorious for a paſſion 
for his own ſex, that he was amazed his character had 
* never 
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never reached my ears; and that ſo far from being 


able to obtain for me the poſt he had promiſed, his 
intereſt at court was ſo low, that he could ſcarce pro- 
vide for a ſuperannuatedfootman once a year, in Chel- 
ſea-hoſpital; that it was a common thing 


for him to amuſe ſtrangers whom his jack- calls run 


down, with ſuch aſſurances and careſſes as he had 
beſtowed on me, until he had ſtript them of their 
caſh, and every thing valuable about them; — very 
often of their chaſtity, and then leave them a prey to 
want and infamy ;——that he allowed his ſeryants no 
other wages than that part of the ſpoil which they 
could glean by their induſtry; and that the whole of 
his conduct towards me was ſo glaring, that no body 
who knew any thing of mankind could have been 
impoſed upon by his inſinuations. 

I leave the reader to judge how [ relihed this piece 
of information, which precipitated me from the moſt 
exalted pinnacle of hope, to the loweſt abyſs of de- 
ſpondence; and well nigh determined me to take 
Banter's advice, and finiſh my chagrin with à halter.— 

I had no room to ſuſpect the veracity of my friend, 
becauſe upon recollection, I found every circumſtance 
of Strutwell's behaviour, exactly tallying with the 
character he had deſcribed : His hugs, embraces, 
ſqueezes, and eagerlooks, were nowno longeramyſtery; 
no more than his defence of Petronius, and the jealous 
frown of his vale? de chambre, who, it ſeems, was at 
. preſent the favourite pathic of his lord, 
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J attempt to recover my watch and jewel, but to no 


purpoſe reſolve to revenge myſelf on Strut- 
well by my importunity am reduced to my laſt 
guinea——obliged to inform Strap of my neceſſity, 


who ts almoſt diſtracted with the news but 
nevertheleſs obliged to pawn my befft fword for 
preſent ſubſiſtence that ſmall ſupply being 
exhauſted, I am almeſt ſlupified with my misfor- 
tunes ge to the gaming table, by the advice 
of Banter, and come off with unexpected ſucceſs 
m—Strap's extaſy Mrs. Gawtey waits 


upon me, profeſſes remorſe for her perfidy, and 
implores my aſſiſtance 1 do myſelf a piece of 


juſtice by her means, and afterwards reconcule 
her to her father. 


WAS fo confounded that I could make no reply 
to Banter, who reproached me with great indig- 
pation, for having thrown away upon raſcals, that 
which had it been converted into ready money, would 
have ſupported the rank of a gentleman for ſome 


months, and enabled me, at the ſame time to oblige 


my friends. Stupified as I was, I could eaſily di- 
vine the ſource of his concern, but ſneaked away 
in a ſolitary manner, without yielding the leaſt an- 
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fwer to his expoſtulations ; and began to deliberate 


with myſelf, in what manner I ſhould attempt to re- 
trieve the moveables I had ſo fooliſhly loſt. I would 


have thought it no robbery to take them again by 
force, could Thave done it without any danger of be- 
ing detected; but as I could have no ſuch opportunity, 


I reſolved to work by fineſſe and go immediately to 


the lodgings of Straddle, where I was ſo fortunate 
as to find him. My Lord, (ſaid I) J have juſt 
© now recollected, that the diamond I had the ho- 
nour of preſenting to you, is looſened a little in the 
© ſocket, and there is a young fellow juſt arrived from 
© Paris, who is reckoned the beſt jeweller in Europe ; 
I knew him in France, and if your lordſhip will give 
me leave, will carry the ring to him to be ſet to 
© rights.'———Eis lordſhip was not to be caught in 
this ſnare——he thanked me for my offer, and let me 
know, that having himſelf obſerved the defect, he 
had already ſent it to his own jeweller to be mended. 
And indeed, by this time, I believe it was in the 
jeweller's hands, though not in order to be mend ed, 
for it ſtood in need of no alteration. 


Baulked in this piece of politicks, I curſed my ſim- 


plicity ; but reſolved to play a ſurer game with the 
Earl, which I thus deviſed. 
being admitted into familiar converſation with him, as 
before, and hoped by ſome means to get the watch 
into my hand, then on pretence of winding or play- 
ing with it, drop it on the floor, which in all proba- 
bility would diforder the work fo as to ſtop its motion : 


This event would furniſh me with an opportunity of 


inſiſting upon carrying it away in order to be repair- 


ed; and had this happened, I ſhould have been in no 


Hurry to bring it back. What pity it was I could 
„ not 


I did not doubt of 
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not find an Nee of puting this fine ſcheme in exe- 
cution ! When I went to renew my viſit to his lord- 
ſhip, my acceſs to the parlour was as free as ever ; but 


after I] had waited ſome time, the valet de chambre 


came in with his Lord's compliments, and a deſire to 
ſee me to-morrow at his levee, being at preſent ſo 
much indiſpoſed that he could not fee company. 
I interpreted this meſſage into a bad omen, and came 

away muttering curſes againſt his lordſhip's politeneſs, 
and ready to go to loggerheads with myſelf for being 
ſo egregiouſly duped. ——But that I might have ſome _ 
ſatisfaction for the loſs I had ſuſtained, I beſieged him 
cloſely at his levee, and perſecuted him with my ſolli- 
citations ; not without faint hopes indeed, of reaping 


ſomething more from my induſtry, than the bare pleaſure 


of making him uneaſy ; though I could never obtain 
another private hearing, during the whole courſe of 
my attendance ; neither had I reſolution enough to 
undeceive Strap, whoſe looks in a little time, were ſo 
whetted with impatience, that whenever I came home, 
his eyes devoured me, as it were, with eagerneſs of 


* attention. 


Atlength, however, finding myſelf reduced to my 
laſt guinea, I was compelled to diſcloſe my neceſlity, 
though I endeavoured to ſweeten the diſcovery by re- 
hearſing to him the daily aſſurances I received from 
my patron. But theſe promiſes were not of efficacy 
ſufficient to ſupport the ſpirits of my- friend, who 
no ſooner underſtood the lowneſs of my. finances, 
than uttering a dreadful groan, he exclaimed, In 
* the name of God what ſhall we-do ??——Tn order 
to comfort him, I ſaid that many of my acquaintance, 
who were in a worſe condition than we, ſupported, 
notwithſtanding, _ character and appearance of gen- 
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tlemen; and advifing him to thank God that we had 
as yet incurred no debt, propoſed he ſhould pawn my 
ſword of ſteel inlaid with gold, and truſt to my diſ- 
cretion for the reſt. This expedient was wormwood 
and gall to poor Strap, who, in ſpite of his invincible 
affection for me; ſtill retained notions of cconomy 
and expence ſuitable to the narrowneſs of his educa- 
tion ; nevertheleſs: he complied with my requeſt, and 
raiſed ſeven pieces on the ſword in a twinkling.— This 
ſupply, inconfiderable as it was, made me. as happy 
for the prefent, as if I had had five hundred pounds 
in bank; for by this time I was fo well ſkilled in pro- 
craſtinating every troubleſome reflection, that the pro- 
ſpect of want ſeldom affected me very much, let it 
be ever ſo near And now indeed it was nearer 
than I imagined ; for my landlord having occaſion for 
money, put me in mind of my being indebted to him 
five guineas in lodging; and telling me he had a ſum 
to make up, begged I would excuſe his importunity 

and diſcharge the debt. Though I could ill ſpare fo 
much caſh, my pride took the reſolution of diſburſing 
it, which I did in a cavalier manner, after he had 
written a diſcharge, telling him with an air of ſcorn 
and reſentment, I ſaw he was refolyed that I ſhould 
not be long in his books; while Strap, who ſtood by, 
and knew my citcumſtances, wrung his hands in ſe- 
cret, gnawed his nether lip, and turned yellow with 
deſpair —— Whatever appearance of indifference my 
vanity enabled me to puton, I was thunderſtruck with 
this demand, which J had no ſooher ſatisfied, than 
I haftened into company, with a view of beguiling 
my cares with converſation, or drowning them in 


” 


wine. 
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After dinner, a party was accordingly made in the 
e use, from whence we adjourned to the ta- 
vern, where inſtead of ſharing the mirth of the com- 
pany, I was as much chagrined at their good humour 
as a damned ſoul in hell would be at a glimpſe of hea- 
ven. In vain did I ſwallow bumper after bumper! 
the wine had loſt its effect upon me, and ſo far from 
raiſing my dejected ſpirits, could not even lay me 
aſleep. ——Banter, who was the only intimate I had 
(Strap excepted) perceived my anxiety, and when 
we broke up, reproached me with puſillanimity, for 
being caſt down at any diſappointment that ſuch a 
raſcal as Strutwell could be the occaſion of——1 
told him I did not at all fee how Strutwell's being a 
raſcal alleviated my misfortune; and gave him to un- 
derſtand that my preſent grief did not ſo much proceed 
from that diſappointment, as from the low ebb of my 
fortune, which was ſunk to ſomething leſs than two 
guineas, -At this declaration, he cried, * Pſhaw! 
„js that all?” and aſſured me, there were a thouſand 
ways of living in town without fortune, he himſelf 
having ſubſiſted many years entirely by his wit. ——I 
expreſſed an eager deſire of being acquainted with 
ſome of theſe methods, and he, without further ex- 
poſtulation bid me follow him. — He conducted | 
me to a houſe under the piazzas in a Covent Garden, 
Which we entered, and having delivered our ſwords 
to a grim-fellow, who demanded them at the foot of 
the ſtair-caſe, aſcended to the ſecond ſtory, where I 
ſaw multicudes of people ſtanding round two gaming 
tables, loaded in a manner, with gold and filver,— 
My conductor let me know that this was the houſe of 
a worthy Scotch Lord, who uſing the privilege of his, 
Peerage, had ſet up r gaming tables, from the 

profits 
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profits of which he drew a comfortable livelihood 
He then explained the difference between the /ters 
and the betters ; characterized the firſt as old rooks, 
and the laſt as bubbles; and adviſed me to try 
my fortune at the ſilver table by betting a crown at a 


time.——Before I would venture any thing, I con- 


ſidered the company more particularly, and there ap- 
peared ſuch a groupe of villainous faces, that I was 
ſtruck with horror and aſtoniſhment at the ſight! I fig- 
nified my ſurprize to Banter, who whiſpered in my 


ear, that the bulk of thoſe preſent were ſharpers, 
highwaymen, and apprentices, who having embezzled 


their maſters caſh, made a deſperate puſh in thisplace, 
to make up their deficiencies.—— This account did 
not encourage me, to hazard any part of -my ſmall 
Pittance 3 but at length being teized by the importu- 
nities of my friend, who aſſured me there was no 
danger of being ill uſed, people being hired by the 
owner to ſee juſtice done to every body; I began by 
riſquing one ſhilling,” and in leſs than an hour, my 
winning amounted to thirty.—— Convinced by this 
time of the fairneſs of the game, and animated with 
ſucceſs, there was no need of further perſuaſion ta 
continue the play: I lent Banter (who ſeldom had 
any money in his pocket) 2 guinea, which he carried 
to the gold table and loft i in a moment. ——He would 
have borrowed another, but finding me deaf to his 
arguments, went away in a pet.——Mean while my 
gain advanced to fix pieces, and my deſire of more 
increaſed in proportion; ſo that 1 moved to the higher 
table, where I laid half a guinea on every throw, and 
fortune {till favouring me, I became a ſitter, in which 
capacity 1 remained until it was broad day; when I 
r "1 found 
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found myfll, after many viciſfitudes, one hundred 
and fifty guineas in pocket. 
Thinking it now high time to retire with my booty, 
I aſked if any body would take my place, and made 
2 motion to riſe; upon which, an old gaſcon, who 
ſat oppoſite . to me, and of whom I had won a little 
money, ſtarted up with fury in his looks, crying, 
KReſteæ foutre, reftez, il faut donner moi mon rawan- 
© chio!” At the ſame time, a jew, who fat near the 
other, inſinuated that I was more beholden to art 
than fortune, for what I had got; that he had obſerv- 
ed me wipe the table very often, and that ſome of the 
diviſions ſeemed to be greaſy. This intimation pro- 
duced a great deal of clamour againſt me, eſpecially 
among the loſers, who threatened with many oaths 
and imprecations to take me up by a warrant as a 
ſharper, unleſs I would compromiſe the affair by re- 
funding the greateſt part of my winning. — 
Though I was far from being eaſy under this accu- 
ſation, I relied upon my innocence, threatened in my 
turn to proſecute the Jew for defamation, and boldly 
offered to ſubmit my cauſe to the examination of any 
juſtice i in Weſtminſter ; but they knew themſelves toa 
well to put their characters on that iſſue, and finding 
I was not to be intimidated i into any conceſſion, dropt 
their plea, and made way for me to withdraw. I 
would not however ſtir from the table until the 
Iſraelite had retracted what he ſaid to my diſadva n- 
tage, and aſked pardon before the whole aſſembly. 
As I marched out with my prize, I happened to 
tread upon the toes of a tall raw-boned fellow, with 
a hooked noſe, fierce eyes, black thick eye-brows, a 
ig-tail wig of the ſame colour, and a formidable 
1 pulled over his forehead, who ſtood gnawing his 
kngers - 
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| fingers in the crowd, and no ſooner: felt the applica- 
tion of my ſhoe-heel, than he roared out in a tremen- 
dous voice, Blood and wounds! you. ſon of a whore, 
what's that for? I aſked pardon. with A, great 
deal of ſubmiſſion, and proteſted I had no intention 
of hurting him; but the more I humbled myſelf the 
More he formed, and in ſiſted upon gentlemanly ſatis- 
faction, at the ſame time provoking me with ſcandal- 
ous names, that I could not put up with; ſo that I 
gave a looſe to my paſſion, returned his Billingſpate, 
and challenged him to follow me down to the piazzas. 
His indignation cooling as mine warmed, 1 

refuſed my invitation, ſaying, he would chuſe 
-own time, and returned towards the table mutterir 
threats, which I neither. dreaded nor diſtinctly heard; 
but deſcending \ with great deliberation, received my 
ſword from the door-keeper, whom I gratified with 
a guinea according to the cuſtom of the Place, and 
went home in a rapture. of j joy. 

My faithful valet, who bad far up. all night i in the 
utmoſt uneaſineſs on my account, let me in with his 
face beſlubbered with tears, and followed me to my 
chamber, where he ſtood filent like a condemned 
criminal, in expectation of hearing that every; ſhilling 5 
was ſpent.—1 gueſſed the ſituation of his thoughts, 
and aſſuming a ſullen look, bid him fetch me ſome 
water to waſh. He replied, without. lifting his 
eyes from the ground, In my ſimple conjecture, you 

have more occafion for reſt, not having (I ſuppoſe) 
-< ſlept, theſe four and twenty hours.. Bring me 
ſome Water, (ſaid J in a peremptory tone; upon 
which he ſneaked away ſhrugging his ſhoulders. Be- 
fore he returned I had ſpread my whole ſtock on the 
table in the moſt oſtentatious manner; ſo that when 
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it firſt ſaluted his view, he ſtood like one intranced, 
and having rubbed his eyes more than once, to aſ- 
ſure himſelf of his being awake, broke out into, Lord 
have mercy upon us, what a vaſt treafure is here? 
* —— "Tis all our own, Strap, (ſaid I) take what i is 
* neceſſary, and redeem the ſword immediately. 


He advanced towards the table, ſtopt ſhort by the 
way, looked at the money and me by turns, and 


with a wildneſs in his countenance, produced from 
joy checked by diſtruſt, cried, © I dare ſay, it is ho- 
© neftly come by. 10 remoye his ſcruples, I made 
him acquainted with the whole ſtory of my ſucceſs, 
on the hearing of which, he danced about the room, 
in an extaſy, crying, God be praifed |——a white 
'© ſtone! God be praiſed! a white ſtone !'——— $9 


that I was afraid the ſudden change of fortune had 


diſordered his intellects and that he was run mad 
with joy. Extremely concerned at this event, I 
- attempted t to reaſon him out of his frenzy, but to no 
Purpoſe, for, without regarding what I ſaid, he con- 
tinued to friſk up and down, and repeat his rhapſody 
of © God be praiſed! a white ſtone!” At laſt, I roſe 
in the utmoſt conſternation, and laying violent hands 
upon him, put a ſtop to his extravagance, by fixing 
him down to a ſettee that was in the room. —— This 
conſtraint baniſhed his delirium ; he ſtarted as if juſt 


" awoke, and terrified at my behaviour; cried, © What 


cis the matter? When he learned the cauſe of my 


apprehenſion, he was aſhamed of his tranſports, and 
told me, that in mentioning the white ſtone, he al- 
luded to the Des . of the er 11 Yapide 
7 notat i. e 


Having no inclination to as; I ſecured my caſh, 
dreſſed, and was Juſt going abroad, when the ſervant 
of 
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of the houſe told me, there was a gentlewoman at the 
1 door, who. wanted to ſpeak with me. Surpriſed at 
7 this information, I bid Strap ſhew her up, and in leſs 
# than a minute ſaw a young woman of a ſhabby de- 
cayed appearance enter my room. After half a 
dozen court'ſies, ſhe began to ſob, and told me her 
name was Gawky ; upon which I immediately recol- 
lected the features of Miſs Lavement, who had been 
the firſt occaſion of my misfortunes. —'Though I had 
all the reaſon in the world, to reſent her treacherous 
uſage of me, I was moved at her diſtreſs, and pro- 
feſſing my ſorrow at ſeeing her fo reduced, deſired 
her to fit, and enquired into the particulars of her 
fituation.——She fell upon her knees, and implored 
my forgiveneſs for the injuries ſhe had done me, pro- 
' teſting before God, that ſhe was forced againſt her 
inclination, into that helliſh conſpiracy which had 
almoſt deprived me of my life, by the intreaties of 
her huſband, who having been afterwards renounced 
| by his father on account of his marriage with her, 
and unadle to ſupport a family on his pay, left his 
wife at her father's. houſe, and went with the regi- 
mentto Germany, where he was broke for miſbeha- 
viour at the battle of Dettingen; ſince which time 
ſhe had heard no tidings of him. She, then gave 
me to underſtand with many ſymptoms of penitence, 
that it was her misfortune to bear a child four months 
after marriage, by which her parents were ſo incenſed 
that ſhe was turned out of doors with the infant, that 
died ſoon after; and had hitherto ſubſiſted in a miſe- 


rable indigent manner, on the extorted charity of a 

few friends, who were now quite tired of giving; 
. that not knowing where or how to ſupport: herſelf 
t one day longer, ſhe had fled for ſuccour even to me, 
F © "EY who 
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174 We Adventures of 
who of all mankind had the leaſt cauſe to aſſiſt her, 


relying upon the generoſity of my diſpoſition, which, 


the hoped would be pleaſed with this opportunity of 
avenging itſelf in the nobleſt manner, on the wretch 
who had wronged me. I was very much af- 
fected with her diſcourſe, and having no cauſe. to 
ſuſpect the ſincerity of her repentance raiſed her 
up, freely pardoned all ſhe had done againſt me, and 
promiſed to befriend her as much as lay in my power.. 
Since my laſt arrival in London, I had made no advan- 
ces to the apothecary, i imagining it would be impoſſible 
for me to make my innocence appear, ſo unhappily 
was my accuſation circumſtanced: Strap indeed had 
laboured to juſtify me to the ſchoolmaſter; but ſo. 
far from ſucceeding in his attempt, Mr. Concordance 


dropt all correſpondence with him, becauſe he re- 


fuſed to quit his connection with me. Things be- 
ing in this-ſituation, I thought a fairer opportunity 
of vindicating my character could not offer, than 
that which now preſented itſelf ;——therefore ſtipu- 
lated with Mrs. Gawky, that before J yielded her the 
leaſt aſſiſtance, ſne ſhould do me the juſtice to clear 
my reputation, by explaining upon oath before a ma- 


giſtrate, the whole of the conſpiracy, as it had been 


executed againſt me. When ſhe had given me this 
ſatisfaction, I preſented her with five guineas, a ſum. 
ſo much above her expectation, that ſhe could ſcarce. 
believe the evidence of her ſenſes, and was ready to 
worſhip me for my benevolence. The declara- 
tion ſigned with her own hand, I fent to her father, 
who, upon recollecting and comparing the circum- 

ſtances of my charge, was convinced of my integrity, 
and waited on me next day, in company with his 
friend the ſchoolmaſter, to whom he had _— 
Cated: 
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After mutual ſalutation, 


cated my vindication. 


| Monſieur Lavement began a long apology for the un- 
| 5 juſt treatment I had received; but I ſaved him a good 
N deal of breath, by interrupting his harangue, and 


aſſuring him, that ſo far from entertaining anyreſent- 
ment againſt him, T thought myſelf obliged: to his 
lenity, which allowed me to eſcape, after ſuch ſtrong 
prefumptions of guilt appeared againſt me. Mr. 
Concordance thinking it now his turn to ſpeak, 
o bſerved, that Mr. Random had too much candour 
and ſagacity to be diſobliged at their conduct, which, 
all things conſidered, could not have been otherwiſe, 
with any honeſty of intention. . Indeed, (ſaid he) 
if the plot had been unravelled to us by any ſuper- 
natural intelligence; if it had been whiſpered by a 
genie, communicated by a dream, or revealed by an 
angel from on high, we ſhould have been to blame in 
© crediting occular demonſtration ; but as we were 

© left in the miſt of mortality, it cannot be expected 
© we ſhould be incapable of impoſition.——T do aſ- 

' ſure you, Mr. Random, no man. on earth is more 
6- pleaſed than I am at this triumph of your charac- 
* ter; and as the news of your misfortune panged. 
me to the very intrails, this manifeſtation of your 

_ © innocence makes my midrif quiver with joy.*——[ 
thanked him for his concern, deſired them to unde- 
ceive thoſe of their acquaintance who. judged harſhly 
of me, and having treated them with a glaſs of wine, 
repreſented to Lavement the deplorable condition of 
his daughter, and pleaded her cauſe ſo effectually, 
that he conſented to ſettle a ſmall annuity on her for 
life; but could not be perſuaded to take her home, 
- becauſe her mother was ſo much incenſed that ſhe 
would never ſee her. | 
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CHAP. LIII. 


reprimand Strutwell 


and Straddle 
trimonial ſcheme I accept of his terms—ſet 
out for Bath in a flage-coach, with the young 
lady and her mother the behaviour of an 
officer and a lawyer, our fellow-travellers, de- 


ſeribed——a ſmart dialogue between my miſtrefs 
and the captain. 


AV IN G finiſhed this affair to my ſatisfaQion, 
1 found myſelf perfectly at eaſe, and looking 


upon the gaming-table as a certain reſource for a 
' gentleman in want, became more gay than ever 
Although my cloaths were almoſt as good as new, I 
_ grew aſhamed of wearing them, «becauſe I thought 
every body, by this time, had got an inventory of my 


wardrobe.—For which reaſon, I diſpoſed of a good 
part of my apparel to a ſaleſman in Monmouth-ſtreet, 


for half the value, and bought two new ſuits with the 


money. I likewiſe purchaſed a plain gold watch, 


L deſpairing of recovering that which I had fo fooliſhly 
given to Strutwell, whom, notwithſtanding, I ſtill 
- continued to viſit at his levee, until the ambaſſador 


he had mentioned, ſet out with a ſecretary of his own 


Chuſing.———— I thought myſelf then at liberty G 
expoſtulate, 
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expoſtulate with his lordſhip, whom I treated with 
great freedom in a letter, for amuſing me with vain 
hopes, when he neither had the power nor inclinati- 
on to provide for me. Nor was I leſs reſerved 
with Straddle, whom I in perſon reproached for miſ— 
repreſenting to me the character of Strutwell, which 
I did not ſcruple to aver was infamous in every reſ- 
| pect. He ſeemed very much enraged at my 
| freedom ; talked a great deal about his quality and 
honour, and began to make ſome compariſons which 
| I thought ſo injurious to mine, that I demanded an 
explanation with great warmth ; and he was mean 
enough to equivocate, and condeſcend in ſuch a 
manner, that I left him with a hearty contempt of 
his behaviour. : 5 
About this time Banter, who had obſerved a ſur- 
priſing and ſudden alteration in my appearance and 
diſpoſition, began to enquire very minutely into the 
| | cauſe; and as I did not think fit to let him know the 
true. ſtate of the affair, left he might. make free with 
my purſe, on the ſtrength of having propoſed the 
ſcheme that filled it, I told him that I had received a 
ſmall ſupply, from a relation in the country, who 
at the ſame time had promiſed to uſe all his intereft 
(which was not ſmall). in ſolliciting ſome poſt for me, . 
that would make me eaſy for life. if that be 
© the caſe (ſaid Banter perhaps you won't care to 
* mortify yourſelf a little in making your fortune 
another way I have a relation who is to ſet 
out for Bath next week, with an only daughter, 
© who being ſickly and decrepid, intends to drink 
the waters for the recovery of her health. —Her fa- 
ther, who was a rich Turkey-merchant, died about 
Ja year ago, and left her with a fortune of twenty 
| 13 * thouſand 
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thouſand pounds, under the ſole management of 


her mother who is my kinſwoman. IT would 
have put in for the plate myſelf, but there is a 
breach at preſent between the old woman and me. 
You muſt know, that ſome time ago I 
borrowed a ſmall ſum - of her, and promiſed, 


it ſeems, to pay it before a certain time; but being 
diſappointed in my expectation of money from the 
country, the day elapſed, without my being able 
to take up my note; upon which ſhe wrote a pe- 
remptory letter, threatening to arreſt me, if I did' 
not pay the debt immediately: Nettled at this pre- 
ciſe behaviour, I ſent a damned ſevere anſwer, 
which enraged her ſo much, that ſhe actually took 
out a writ, againſt me.— 


the thing grow ſerious, I got a friend to advance 


the money for me, diſcharged the debt, went to 


her houſe, and abuſed her for her unfriendly deal- 


retreat, after having been honoured with a great 
many ſcandalous epithets, which gave me plainly 
to underſtand that I had nothing to hope from the 
eſteem of the one, or the affection of the other. 
As they are both utter ſtrangers to life, it is 
a thouſand to one that the girl will be picked up by 
ſome ſcoundrel or other at Bath, if I don't provide 
for her otherwiſe. You are a well looking fel- 
low, Random: and can behave as demurely as a 
© quaker. Now if you will give me an obligation 


* for five hundred pounds, to be paid fix _—_ after 


© Four 


* 


Whereupon, finding 


She was provoked by my reproaches, 
and ſcolded in her turn. The little deformed ur- 
- chin joined her mother. with ſuch virulence and' 
volubility of tongue, that I was fain: to make my 
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6. your marriage, I will put you in a method of carry- 
© ing her in ſpite of all oppoſition.” 


This propoſal was too advantageous for me, to be 
| refuſed : The writing was immediately drawn and 
executed; and Banter giving me notice of the time 
when, andthe ſtage-coach in which they were to ſet 
out, I beſpoke a place in the ſame convenience; and 
having hireda horſe for Strap, who was charmed with 
the project, ſet out accordingly. 


As we embarked before day; I had not the pleaſure 


for ſome time of ſeeing Miſs Snapper (that was the- 


name of my miſtreſs) nor even of perceiving the num- 
ber and ſex of my fellow-travellers, although I Sueſſed 


that the coach was full, by the difficulty I found in 


ſeating myſelf. The firſt five minutes paſſed in 
a general ſilence, when all of a ſudden, the coach. 


heeling to one fide, a boiſterous: voice pronounced, 


To the right and left, cover your flanks damme! 


© whiz !” I eaſily diſcovered by the tone and matter of 
this exclamation, that it was uttered by a ſon of 
Mars; neither was it hard to conceive the profeſſion 
of another perſon, who ſat oppoſite to me, and ob- 
ſerved, that we ought to have been well ſatisfied of 


the ſecurity before we entered upon the premiſes.——- 
Theſe two ſallies had not the deſired effect: We con- 
tinued a good while as mute as before, till at length 


the gentleman of the ſword, impatient of longer fi- 


lence, made a ſecond effort, by ſwearing he had got 
into a meeting of quakers. —— © believe ſo too, 
* (faid a ſhrill female voice, at my left hand) for the 


_ © ſpirit. of folly begins to move. Out with it 
then, madam,” (replied the ſoldier. JI you 
1 ſeem to have no occaſion for a midwife „ (cried the 
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© a man can't talk to a woman, but ſhe immediately 
thinks of a midwife.— True, Sir, (ſaid ſhe) I long 
© to be delivered.'——* What! of a mouſe, madam ?” 
(ſaid he) No, Sir, (faid ſhe) of a fool.'—— 
Are you far gone with fool?” (ſaid he) — “ Little 
more than two miles,” (ſaid ſhe.) By Gad, 
< you're a wit, madam” (cried the officer) I wiſh I 
* could with any juſtice return the compliment,” (ſaid 
the lady. * Zounds! I have done,” (ſaid he) 
© Your bolt is ſoon ſhot according to the pro- 
verb, (faid ſhe) The warrior's powder was 
quit ſpent ; the lawyer adviſed him to drop the pro- 
* e and a grave matron, who ſat on the left 
hand of the victorious wit, told her ſhe muſt not let 
her tongue run ſo faſt among ſtrangers. — This 
reprimand ſoftened with the appellation of child, con- 
vinced me that the ſatyrical lady was no other than 
Miſs Snapper, and I reſolved to regulate my conduct 
accordingly. The champion finding himſelf ſo ſmart- 
ly handled, changed his battery, and began to expa- 
tiate on his own exploits,—-—* You talk of ſhot, 
© madam, (faid he) damme! I have both given 
and received ſome ſhot in my time ———I was 
© wounded in the ſhoulder by a piſtol ball at Dettin- 
gen, where l ſay nothing——but by G—d! if 
it had not been for me——alls one for that —1 
deſpiſe boaſting, d—me! whiz! So ſaying he 
whiſtled one part and hummed another of the Black 
Joke ; then addreſſing himſelf to the lawyer, went 
on thus, Wouldn't you think it damn'd hard, after 
having at the riſk of your life, recovered the ſtan- 
dard of a regiment, that had been loſt, to receive 
no preferment for your pains! I don't chuſe to 
name no — fink me! but howſomever, this 1 
; « will 
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my ſtandard?' (ſays he) 
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will refer, by G- d, and that is this, a muſqueteer 
of the French guards, having taken a ſtandard from 
a certain cornet of a certain regiment, damme.! 
was retreating with his prize as. faſt as bis horſe's 
heels could carry him, fink me! Upon which, I 
ſnatched up a firelock that belonged to a dead man, 
damme! whiz! and ſhot his horſe under him, d—n 
my blood! The fellor got upon his feet and began 
to repoſe me, upon which I charged my bayonet 
breaſt-high, and run him through the body, by 
G—d!———One of his comrades coming to his 
aſſiſtance, ſhot me in the ſhoulder, as I told you 
before; and another gave me a confuſion on the 
head with the but end of his carbine ; but damme, 
that did not fignify——1 killed one, put the other 


to flight, and taking up the ſtandard, carried it off 


very deliberately——But the beſt joke of all was, 
the ſon of a b—ch of a cornet who had ſurrendered 
it in a cowardly manner, ſeeing it in my poſſeſſion, 
demanded it from me, in the front of the line.“ 
D—n my blood (ſays he) where did you find my 
* D—n my blood (faid 
I) where (faid I) did you loſe it ?? (faid [) — 
That's nothing to you (ſays he) tis my ſtandard 


(ſays he) and by G—d Tl have it,“ (ſays he) 


D—n—ti—n ſeize me (ſays I) if you ſhall (ſays I) 
till I have firſt delivered it to the General (ſays I;) 
and accordingly I went to the head quarters after 
the battle, and delivered it to my Lord Stair, who 
promiſed to do for me, but I am no more than * 
poor lieutenant ſtill, d n my blood.” 

Having vented this repetition of expletives, the 


lawyer owned he had not been requited according to 


his deſerts; obferved that the labourer is always wor- 
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thy of his hire, and aſked if the promiſe was made 
before witneſſes, . becauſe in that cafe the law would: 
but under- 


compel the General to perform it ; 
ſtanding that the promiſe was made during à tate a 


tete, over a bottle, without being reſtricted to time or 
terms, he pronounced it not valid in law, proceeded: 
to enquire into the particulars of the. battle, and af- 
firmed,. that although the Engliſh had drawn them-- 


ſelves into a premunire-at firft, the French managed 


their cauſe ſo lamely in the courſe. of their diſpute, 
that they would have been utterly nonſuited, had 
they not obtained a noli-proſequi. 


he pronounced thus : 
« Would you taſk the moon ty'd . | 
To yonflagrant beau repair; 
Where waving with the poppling. vow, . 
The bantling fine will ſhelter you, &c.” 


F 


The ſenſe of the reſt. he perverted as he went on, 
with ſuch ſurprizing facility, that I could not help 
thinking he had been at ſome-pains to burleſque the- 
performance. —— Miſs Snapper aſcribed it to the true. 
cauſe, namely ignorance ; and when he aſked her 


how. ſhe reliſhed his muſick, anſwered that in her opi- 
nion, the mufick and the words were much of a piece. 


In ſpite of 
theſe enlivening touches, the converſation was like 
to ſuffer another long interruption; when the lieute- 
nant, unwilling to conceal any of his accompliſh- 
ments that could be diſplayed in his preſent ſituation, 
offered to regale the company with a ſong; and in- 
terpreting our ſilence into a deſire of hearing, began 
to warble a faſhionable air, the firſt ſtanza of which 


. O! d——n my blood! (faid he) I take that 
© as a high compliment; for every body allows the 


« words are damnable fine. They may be o 
h 5 Ws, "replied | 
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„ (replied the lady) for ought I know, but they are 


© above my comprehenſion.— I an't obliged to: 


find you comprehenſion, madam, curſe me! (cried 
he.)“ No, nor to ſpeak ſenſe neither, (ſaid ſhe) 
— D—n my heart (ſaid he) I'll ſpeak what I 


pleaſe. Here the lawyer interpoſed, by telling 
him there were ſome things he muſt not ſpeak. 
And upon being defyed to give an inſtance, menti-- 
© As for the 
king, (cried: the ſoldier): God bleſs him Il eat 
© his bread; and have loft blood in his cauſe, there- 


oned Treaſon and Defamation. 


© fore I have nothing to ſay to him but by G-, 
< ] dare fay any thing to any other man.” 


Damme, for what?? (ſaid the other): 
< (replied the counſellor) 1 ſhould have a good action 
* againſt you, and recover. Well, well, (cried 
the officer) if I dare not call you rogue, I dare 
think you one, damme ! — This ſtroke of wit he 


accompanied with a loud laugh of ſelf approbation, 
which unluckily did not affect the audience, but effec- 
tually ſilenced his antagoniſt, who did not open his 


mouth for the ſpace of an hour thereafter, except to 


clear his pipes with three hemms, which however, 
produced nothing. 


CAAP. 


N, 


© (ſaid the lawyer) you dare not call me rogue. 
—Becauſe 
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The Adventures of 


CHAP. LIV. 


Day breaking, I have the pleaſure of viewing the 
per ſon of Miſs Snapper, whom I had not ſeen be- 
fore—the ſoldier is witty upon me is offended, 

talks much of his valour is reprimanded by a 
grave gentlewoman=—we are alarmed with the 
cry of highwaymen.—1 get out of the coach and 
ſtand on my defence they ride off without 
having attacked us J purſue them—one of 
them is thrown from his horſe and taken. / 
return to the coach am complimented by miſs 
Snapper ——the captain's behaviour on this oc- 
caſion——the prude reproaches me in a ſoliloguy 
AI upbraid her in the ſame manner the 
behaviour of Mrs. Snapper at breakfaſt, diſobli- 
ges me the lawyer is witty upon the Meer, 
who threatens him. 


N the mean time, Jay breaking in upon us, dif- 
covered to one another the faces of their fellow- 


miſtreſs not quite ſo deformed nor diſagreeable as ſhe 
had been repreſented to me. 
bore ſome reſemblance to a hatchet, the edge being 
> repreſented by her face; but ſhe had a certain delicacy 


14 | eyes, 


travellers; and I had the good fortune to find my 


Her head, indeed, 


in her een, and a great deal of vivacity in her 


£ 


160 
* 
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the other, and kept her body in equilibrio.— 
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eyes, which were very large and black; and though 
the protuberance of her breaſt, when conſidered 


alone, ſeemed to drag her forwards, it was eaſy to 


perceive an equivalent on her back which balanced 
On 
the whole, I thought I ſhould have great reaſon to 
congratulate myſelf, if it ſhould be my fate to poſſeſs 
twenty thouſand pounds encumbered with fuch a 
wife. began therefore to deliberate about the 
moſt probable means of acquiring the conqueſt, and 
was ſo much engroſſed by this idea, that I ſcarce took 
any notice of the reſt of the people in the coach, but 
revolved my proſpect in ſilence; while the converſa- 
tion was maintained as before, by the object of my 
hopes, the ſon of Mars, and the barriſter, who by 
this time had recollected himſelf, and talked in terms 
as much as ever.—— At length a diſpute happened, 
which ended in a wager, to. be determined by me, 
who was ſo much abſorbt in contemplation, that I 


neither heard the reference nor the queſtion which 


was put to me by each in his turn; affronted at my 
ſuppoſed contempt, the ſoldier with great vocifera- 
tion, ſwore, I was either dumb or deaf, if not both, 


and that I looked as if I could not fay Boh to a gooſe, 


Arrouſed at this obſervation, I fixed my eyes 
upon him, and pronounced with emphaſis the 
interjection Boh Upon which he cocked his hat in 
a fierce manner and cried, * Damme, Sir, what d'ye 
mean by that? Had I intended to anſwer him, 
which by the bye, was not my deſign, I ſhould have 
been anticipated by Miſs, whotold him, my meaning 
was to ſhew, that I could cry boh! to a gooſe; and 
laughed very heartily at my laconic reproof.— Her 


Explanation aud mirth did not help to appeaſe his 


wrath, 
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© occaſion ? 
thought he could be ſo unmannerly as to uſe fire-arms. 
in her preſence, whatever might be the occaſion, 
ſhe would get out of the coach immediately, and 


= 8 diners of. 


wrath, which broke out in ſeveral martial infinuations, 
ſuch as—* I do not underſtand ſuch freedoms, dam- 
* me!/——D—n my blood! I'm a gentleman, and 
© bear the king's commiſſion. ——'Sblood ! ſome peo- 


© ple deſerve to have their noſes pulled for their im- 


© pertinence.? I thought to have checked theſe 
ejaculations by a frown ; becauſe he had talked ſo 
much of his valour, that J had long ago rated him 
an aſs in a lion's ſkin ; but ſo far from anſwering my 
expectation, he took umbrage at the contraction of 
my brows, ſwore he did not value my ſulky look a 
fig's end, and proteſted he feared no man breath- 


ing. — Snapper ſaid, ſhe was very glad to find 


herſelf in company with a man of ſo much courage, 
who ſhe did not doubt, would protect us all from 


the attempts of highwaymen during our journey. — 


© Make yourſelf perfectly eaſy on that head, madam, 
* (replied the officer) I have got a pair of piſtols 
© (here they are) which I took from a horſe officer: 
Dat the battle of Dettingen they are double 


loaded, and if any highwayman in England robs 
you of the value of a pin, while T have the honour. 


of being in your company, d—n my heart. 
When he had expreſſed himſelf in this manner a prim 
gentlewoman, who had fat filent hitherto, opened 
her mouth, and ſaid, ſhe wondered how any man 
could be ſo rude as to pull out ſuch weapons before 
cs. Damme, madam, (cried the cham- 

© pion) if you are ſo much afraid at fight of a piſtol, 
how d'ye propoſe to ſtand fire if there ſhould be 
She let him know, that. if ſhe 


walk: 


* 99 P 
>= WET Bow N 


nne 


convenience to herſelf. 


ſcornful glance and a toſs of her head. 
very well pleaſed with the ſpirit of my miſtreſs ; and 
even wiſhed for an opportunity of diſtinguiſhing my 
Courage under her eye, which I believed, could not fail 
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walk to the next village, where ſhe might procure a : 
Before he could make any 


anſwer, my Dulcinea interpoſed, and obſerved, that 


ſi far from being offended. at a gentleman's uſing his 


arms in his own defence, ſhe thought herſelf very 
lucky in being along with one by whoſe valour ſhe 


ſtood a good chance of ſaving herſelf from being 


rifled. The prude caſt a diſdainful look at Miſs, 


and ſaid, that people who have but little to loſe, are 


ſometimes the moſt ſollicitous about preſerving it. —— 
The old lady was affronted at this inuendo, and took 


notice, that people ought to be very well informed be- 
fore they ſpeak ſlightingly of other people's fortune, 
_ left they diſcover their own envy, and make them- 
ſelves ridiculous. — The daughter declared, that ſhe 


did not pretend to vie with any body in point of 


"riches; and if the lady who infifted upon non: reſiſt- 


ence, would promiſe to indemnify us all for the loſs 


we ſhould ſuſtain; ſhe would be one of the firſt to 
perſuade the captain to ſubmiſſion, in caſe we ſhould 


be attacked. To this propoſal, reaſonable as it 
was, the reſerved lady made no other reply, than a. 


I was 


of prepoſſeſſing her in my favour ; when all of a ſud- 
den, Strap rode up to the coach door, and told us in- 


2 great fright, that two men on horſe-back were crof- 


ſing the heath (for by this time we had paſſed Houn- 


flow) and made directly towards us. This piece of 
information was no ſooner delivered, than Mrs. Snap- 
per began to ſcream, her daughter grew pale, the 
other bar pulled out * der * to be in readineſs, the 


lawyer 8 
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lawyer's teeth chattered, while he pronounced Tis 
no matter——we'l] ſue the county and recover. 
The captain gave evident ſigns of confufion ; and I, 
after having commanded the coachman to ſtop, opened 
the door, jumped out, and invited the warrior to fol- 
low me. But finding him backward and aſtoniſned, 
I took his piſtols, and giving them to Strap, who had 
by this time alighted, and trembled very much, I 
mounted on horſe-back ; and taking my own; (which 
I could better depend upon) from the holſters, cocked 
them both, and faced the robbers, who were now 
very near us. Seeing me ready to oppoſe them 
on horſe- back, and another man armed a foot, they 
made a halt at ſome diſtance to reconnoitre us, and af- 
ter having rode round us twice, myſelf ſtill facing 
about as they rode, went off the ſame way they 
came, at a hand-gallop.—— A gentleman's ſervant 
coming up with a horſe at the ſame time, I offered 
him a crown to aſſiſt me in purſuing them, which he 
no fooner accepted, than I armed him with the offi- 
cer's piſtols, and we galloped after the thieves, who 
_ truſting to the fwiftneſs of their horſes, ſtopped till 
we came within ſhot of them, and then firing at us, 
put their nags to the full ſpeed. We followed 
them as far as our beaſts could carry us, but not being 
ſo well mounted as they, our efforts would have been 
to little purpoſe, had not the horſe of one of them 
ſtumbled and thrown his rider with ſuch violence over 
his head, that he lay ſenſeleſs, when we came up, 
and was taken without the leaſt oppoſition, while his 
comrade conſulted his own ſafety in flight, without 
regarding the diſtreſs of his friend, We ſcarce had 
time to make ourſelves maſters of his arms, and tye 
his hands together, before he recovered his ſenſes ; 

5 mien 
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when learning his ſituation, he affected ſurprize, de- 
manded to know by what authority we uſed a gen- 


tleman in that manner, and had the impudence to 
threaten us with a proſecution for robbery. .In the 
mean time we perceived Strap coming up with 2 


crowd of people, armed with different kinds of we- 


pons; and among the reſt a farmer, who no ſooner 
perceived the thief, whom we had ſecured, than he 
cried with great emotion, There's the fellow who 
. robbed me an hour ago, of twenty pounds in a can- 
vas bag. le was immediately ſearched, and the 
money found exactly as it had been deſcribed; Upon 
which, we committed him to the charge of the coun- 
tryman, who carried him to the town of Hounſlow, 
which it ſeems the farmer had alarmed; and having 
ſatisfied the footman for his trouble according to pro- 
miſe, returned with Strap to the coach, where 1 
found the captain and lawyer buſy in adminiſtring 
ſmelling bottles and cordials to the grave lady, who 
had gone into a fit at the noiſe'of the firing. 

When I had taken my eat, Miſs Snapper, who 
from the coach had ſeen every thing that happened, 
made me a compliment on my behaviour, and laid, 
ſhe was glad to ſee me returned, without having re- 
ceived any injury ; her mother too owned herſelf ob- 
liged to my reſolution ;' and the lawyer told me, that 
'T was entitled by act of parliament to a reward of 
forty pounds, for having apprehended a highway- 
man.—— The ſoldier obſerved with a countenance in 
which impudence and ſhame ſtruggling, produced 
ſome diſorder, that if I had not been in ſuch a damned 
"Hurry to get out of the coach, he would have ſecur- 
ed the rogues effectually, without all this buſtle and 
bf of time, by a ſcheme which my heat and precipi- 
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tation ruined-——* For my own part, (continued he) 
I am always extremely cool on theſe occaſions,'— 
* So. it appeared by your trembling (ſaid the young 
lady.) — !. Death and damnation (cried he) your 
© ſex; protets you, madam; if any man on earth 
- durſt tell me ſo/ much, I'd ſend; him to hell, damn 
my heart! in an inſtant.“ So ſaying, he fixed 
his eyes upon me, and aſked if I had ſeen him trem- 
ble. I anſwered without heſitation, © Ves. 
Damme, Sir, (ſaid he) dye doubt my courage? 
I replied, < Very ai ate en declaration quite 
diſconcerted him. He looked blank, and pro- 
nounced with a faultering voice, © Oh ! tis very well, 
d- n my blood! I ſhall find a time. Il ſig- 
nified my contempt of him, by thruſting my tongue 
into my cheek, which humbled him ſo much, that 
he ſcarce ſwore another oath aloud dung the whole 


journey. My 
The "preciſe lady, haviog — her 3 bs 


the help of tome ſtrong waters, began a ſoliloquy, 


"SEE 


in which ſhe wondered that any man, who pretended 

to maintain the character of a gentleman, could, for 
the ſake of a little paultry coin, throw perſons of ho- 
© Nour into ſuch quandaries as might endanger their 
lives; and profeſſed her ſurprize, that women were 
not aſhamed to commend ſuch brutality. At the ſame 
time vowing. that for the future ſhe would never ſet 
foot in a Stage coach, if a private convenience 
could be had for love or money. _ 

Nettled at her remarks, I took the ſame method of 
conveying my ſentiments, and wondered in my turn, 
that any woman of common ſenſe, ſhould be ſo un- 
reaſonable as to expect that people who had neither 
acquaintance nor connection with her, would tamely 
allow 
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allow themſelves to be robbed and mal-treated, meerly 
to indulge her capricious humour. I likewiſe pro- 
feſſed my aſtoniſhment at her inſolence and.ingrati- 


tude in taxing a perſon with brutality, who deſerved 


her approbation and acknowledgement; and vowed, 


that if ever we ſhould be aſſaulted again, I would 
leave her to the mercy of the ſpoiler, that ſhe might 
know the value of my protection. 

This perſon of honour did not think fit to carry on 
the altercation any further, but ſeemed to chew the 
cud of her reſentment, with the creſt-fallen captain, 
while I entered into diſcourſe with my charmer, who 
was the more pleaſed with my converſation, as the 
had conceived a very indifferent opinion of my intel- 
lects from my former ſilence. I ſhould have had cauſe 
to be equally ſatisfied with the ſprightlineſs of her 
genius, could ſhe have curbed her imagination with 
judgment; but ſhe laboured under ſuch a profuſion 
of talk, that I dreaded her unruly tongue, and felt 
by anticipation the horrors of an eternal clack ! How- 
ever, when I conſidered on the other hand, the joys 
attending the poſſeſſion of twenty thouſand pounds, 
J forgot her imperfeCtions, ſeized occafion by the 
fore-lock, and endeavoured to inſinuate myſelf into 
her affection.—— The careful mother kept a ſtrict 
watch over her, and though ſhe could not help be- 
having civilly to me, took frequent opportunities of 
diſcouraging our communication, by reprimanding her 
for being ſo free with ſtrangers, and telling her ſhe 
muſt learn to ſpeak leſs, and think more.—Abridged 
of the uſe of ſpeech, we converſed with our eyes, 
and I found the young lady very eloquent in this kind 
of diſcourſe. In ſhort, Thad reaſon to believe, that 
The was fick of the old gentlewoman's tuition, and 
that 
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- that I ſhould find it no dithcult matter to ſuperſede her 


authority. 
When we arrived at the place where we were to 
breakfaſt, I alighted and helped my miſtreſs out of 


the coach, as well as her mother, who called for a 
private room, to which they withdrew, in order to 


eat by themſelves — —— As they retired together, 
J perceived that Miſs had got more twiſts from nature, 
than I had before obſerved, being bent ſide-ways in- 
to the figure of an 8, ſo that her progreſſion very 


much reſembled that of a crab. The prude 


alſo choſe the captain for her meſs-mate, and ordered 


| breakfaſt for two only to be brought into another ſe- 


parate room; while the lawyer and I, deſerted by the 
Teſt of the company, vere fain to put up with one- 
another. I was a good deal chagrined at the ſtately 
reſerve of Mrs. Snapper, who I thought did not uſe 
me with all the complaiſance I deſerved; and my 
companion declared, that he had been a traveller 
theſe twen y years, and never knew the ſtage-coach 
rules ſo much infringed before. As for the honou- 


_ Table gentlewoman, I could not conceive the meaning 


of her attachment to the lieutenant ; and aſked the 
lawyer if he knew for which of the ſoldier's virtues 
ſhe admired him; The councellor facetiouſly replied, 


I ſuppoſe the lady knows him to be an able convey- 


« ancer, and wants him to make a ſettlement in- 
4 tail.” —] could not help laughing at the 
archneſs of the barriſter, who entertained me during 


breakfaſt, with a great deal of wit of the ſame kind, 


at the expence of our fellow-travellers ; and among 
other things ſaid, he was ſorry to find the young la- 
dy ſaddled with ſuch incumbrances. 

When 


Se — 0” 


away in the midſt of their meal. 
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When we had made an end of our repaſt, and 
paid our reckoning, we went into the coach, took 
our places, and bribed the driver with fix-pence, to 
revenge us on the reſt of his fare, by hurrying them 
This he 
performed to our ſatisfaction, after he had diſturbed 
their enjoyment with his importunate clamour. 
The mother and daughter obeyed the ſummons firſt, 
and coming to the coach-door, were obliged to de- 
fire the coachman's aſſiſtance to get in, becauſe the 


lawyer and J had agreed to ſhew our reſentment by 


our negleCt.—— They were no ſooner ſeated, than 
the captain appeared as much heated as if he had 
been purſued a dozen miles by.an enemy; and 


immediately after him came the lady, not without 


ſome marks of diſorder. Having helped her up, 
he entered himſelf growling a few oaths againſt the 
coachman for his impertinent interruption; and the 
the lawyer comforted him by ſaying, that if he had 
ſuffered a ni, prius through the obſtinacy of the 
defendant, he would have an opportunity to join 


iſſue at the next ſtage. This laſt expreſſion gave 


offence to the grave gentlewoman, who told him, 
if ſhe was a man, ſhe would make him repent. of 


| ſuch obſcenity, and thanked God ſhe had never been 


in ſuch company before. At this inſinuation, 
the captain thought himſelf under a neceflity of 
eſpouſing the lady's cauſe; and accordingly threatened 
to cut the lawyer's ears out of his head, if he ſhould 
give his tongue any ſuch liberties for the future. 


The poor counſellor begged e and 
univerſal ſilence enſued, 
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Treſolve to ingratiate myſelf with the mother, and 
am faveured by accident the preciſe lady finds 
her huſband, and quits the Coach the captain 
ig diſappointed of his dinner ——we arrive at 
Bath I accompany Miſs Snapper to the long 
room, where ſhe is attacked by beau N. h, 
and turns the laugh againſt him J make love 
to her, and receive a check—— ſquire her to an 
aſſembly, where I am left with a ſight of my 
dear Narciſſa, which diſcompoſes me ſo much, 

that Miſs Snapper obſerving my diſorder, is at 

| pains to diſcover the cauſe——is picqued at the 
occaſion, and in our way home, pays me a ſar- 
caſtic compliment ] am met by Miſs Williams, 
-who 1s maid and confident of Narcifſa——-ſbe 

. acquaints me with her Jady's regard for me while 
under the diſguiſe of a ſervant, and deſcribes the 
tranſports of Narciſſa on ſeeing me at the 
aſſembly, in the character of a gentleman——1 

am ſurpriſed with an account of her aunts mar- 


riage, and make an appointment to meet Miſs 
_ Williams next Day. wn 
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URING this unſocial interval my * 1 
intereſt maintained a ſevere conflict, on the 
ſubject of Miſs Snapper, whom the one repreſented 
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as unwotthy of my notice, and the other propoſed 
as the object of my whole attention; The advanta- 
ges and diſadvantages attending ſuch a match, were 
Oppoſed to one another by 'my imagination; and at 
length, my judgment gave it ſo much in favour of 
the firſt; that I reſolved to proſecute my ſcheme, 
with all the addreſs in my power, T thought 
I perceived ſome concern in her countenance, occa- 
ſioned by my fi lence; which ſhe no doubt imputed to 
my diiguſt at her mother's behaviour; j and as I be- 
lieved the old Woman cduld not fail of aſcribing my 
muteneſs to the ſame motive, 1 determined to conti- 
nue that fullen' conduct towards her, and fall upon 
ſome other method of manifeſting my eſteem for 
the daughter; nor was it difficult for me to make her 
acquainted with my ſentiments by the exptèſſion of 
my looks, which I modelled into the characters of 
humility and love; and which were anſwered by her 
with all the ſympatlry and approbation J could defire; 
But when 1 began to conſider, that without further 


0 pportunities of improving my ſucceſs, all the pro- 
| KS had: hitherto made could not much avail; and 


that ſuch opportunities could not he enjoyed without 
the mother's permiſſion; I concluded it would be re- 
quiſite to vanquiſh her coldneſs and ſuſpicion by my 
aſſiduities and reſpectful behaviour on the road; 
and ſſie would in all likelihood invite me to viſit her 
at Bath, where I did not fear of being able to culti- 
vate her acquaintance as much as would be neceſſary 
to the > accomplithment of my purpoſe . And 
indeed accident furniſhed me with an opportunity of 
obliging her ſo much, that ſhe could not withlany 
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When we arrived at our dining- place, we found 
all the eatables in the inn beſpoke by a certain noble- 
man, who had got the ſtart of us; and in all like- 
lihood, my miſtreſs and her mother muſt have dined 
with Duke Humphrey, had I not exerted. myſelf i in 
their behalf, and bribed the landlord with a glaſs of 
wine, to curtail his lordſhip's entertainment of a 
couple of fowls and ſome bacon, . which I ſent with 
my compliments to the ladies; they accepted my 
treat with a great many thanks, and. deſired. I would 
favour them with my company at dinner, where [ 
amuſed tbe old gentlewoman . ſo ſucceſsfully, by 
maintaining à ſeemingly diſintereſted eaſe, in the 
midſt of my civility, that ſhe ſignified a deſire of 
being better acquainted, and hoped I. would be ſo 
kind as to ſee her ſometimes. at Bath. While I 
enjoyed: myſelf in this manner, the preciſe lady had 
the good fortune to meet with her huſband, who was 
no other than gentleman, or in other words, valet 
de chambre to the very nobleman, whoſe coach ſtood 
at the door. Proud of the intereſt ſhe had in the 
houſe, / ſhe affected to ſhew her power by introducing 
the captain to her ſpouſe, as a perſon who had treat- 
ed her with great civility; upon which he was in- 
vited to a ſhare of their dinner; while the poor law- 
yer, finding himſelf utterly abandoned, made appli- 
cation to me, and was, through my interceſſion, ad- 
mited into our company. Having ſatisfied our 
appetites, -and made ourſelves very merry at the ex- 
pence of the perſon of honour, the civil captain, 
and complaiſant huſband, I did myſelf the pleaſure of 
diſcharging the bill by ſtealth, for which I received 
a great many apologies and acknowledgments from 
my gueſts, and we oC at the firſt warning. 
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—— The offer was obliged, at laſt, to appeaſe his 
hunger with a luncheon of bread and cheeſe, ind 

a pint bottle of brandy, which he diſpatched in the 
coach, curſing the inappetence of his lordſhip, who 
had ordered dinner to be put back a whole hour. 1 

Nothing remarkable happened during the remain- - 

ing part of our journey, which was ended about 1 
twelve o'clock, when I waited on the ladies to the 
Houſe of a relation, in which they intended to lodge, 
and paſſing that night at the i inn, took lodgings next 
morning for myſelf. i 

The forenoon was ſpent in vikeing every thing 
that was worth ſeeing in the place, which I did in 
company with a gentleman to whom Banter had gi- 
ven me a letter of introduction; and in the afternoon 
I waited on the ladies, and found Miſs a good deal 
indiſpoſed with the fatigues of the journey. 

As they foreſaw they would have occaſion for a. male 
acquaintance to fquire them at all publick places, I 
was received with great cordiality, and had the mo- 
ther's permiſſion to conduct them next day to the 
long room, which we no ſooner entered, than the 
eyes of every body preſent were turned upon us; 
and when we had ſuffered the martyrdom of their 
looks for ſome time, a whiſper circulated at our ex- 

_ pence, which was accompanied with many contemp- 
tuous ſmiles, and tittering obſervations, to my utter 
ſhame and confuſion. k did net ſo much con- 
duct as follow my charge to a place where the ſeated 
her mother and herſelf with aſtoniſhing compoſure, 
notwithſtanding the unmannerly behaviour of the 
whole company, which ſeemed to be aſſumed meerly 
to put her out of countenance. —< The celebrated 
Mr. Nh, who commonly attends. in this place, 
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as maſter of the ceremonies, perceiving. * diſpoſiti- 
on of the aſſembly, took upon himſelf the taſk of 
gratifying their ill- nature ftill further, by expoſing 
my miſtreſs to the edge of his wit. With this view 
he approached us, with many bows and grimaces, 
and after having welcomed Miſs. Snapper to the place, 
aſked her, in the hearing of all preſent, if ſhe could : 
inform him of the name of Tobit's dog. —I was 
ſo much incenſed at his inſolence, that J ſhould cer- 
tainly have kicked him where he ſtood, without cere- 
mony, had not the young lady prevented the effects 
of my indignation, by replying with the utmoſt viva- 
city, His nume was N. ſh, and an impudent 
« dog he was.“ This repartee, ſo unexpected and 
juſt, raiſed ſuch. an univerſal laugh at the aggreſſor, 
that all his aſſurance was inſufficient to ſupport him 
under their derifion ; ſo that after he had endeavoured 
to compoſe himſelf by taking ſnuff, and forcing a. 
ſmile, he was: obliged to ſneak off in a very ludicrous 
attitude; While my Dulcinea was applauded to the 
{kies, for che brilliancy of her wit, and her acquain- 
tance immediately courted by the beſt people of 
both ſexes in the room. —— This event, with which 
I was infinitely pleaſed at firſt, did not fail of alarm- 
ing me, upon further reflection, when I conſidered 
that the more ſhe was careſſed by perſons of diſtincti- 
on, the more her pride would be inflamed, and con- 
ſequently, the obſt acles to my ſucceſs multiplyed 
and enlarged. Nor were my preſaging fears un- 
true. That very night I perceived her a little 
intoxicated, with the incenſe ſhe had received, and 


_ though the ſtill behaved. with a particular civility to 


me, I foreſaw that as ſoon as her fortune ſhould. be. 


nn ſne Would be ſurrounded with a ſwarm. of ad- 
mirers, 
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mirers, ſome one of whom might poſſibly, by ex- 
celling me in point of wealth, or in the arts of flatte- 
ry and ſcandal, ſupplant me in her eſteem, and find 
means to make the mother of his party.! reſolved 
therefore to looſe. no time, and being invited to ſpend 


the evening with them, found an opportunity, in 


ſpite of the old gentlewoman' s vigilance, to explain 
the meaning of my glances in the coach, by paying 
homage to het wit, and profeſſing myſelf enamour- 
ed of her-perſon. She bluſhed at my declaration, 
and in a favourable manner difapproved of the liber- 
ty 1 had taken, putting me in mind of our being 
ſtrangers to one another, and deſiring I would not 
be the means of interrupting our acquaintance, by 
any ſuch unſeaſonable ſtrokes of gallantry for the fu- 
ture. My ardour was effectually checked by 
this reprimand, which was, however, delivered in 
ſuch a gentle manner, that I had no cauſe to be diſ- 
. obliged; and the arrival of her mother relieved me 
from a dilemma in which I ſhould not have known 
how to demean myſelf a minute longer. either 
could I reſume the eaſineſs of carriage with which 
I came in, my miſtreſs acted on the reſerve, and the 
converſation beginning to flag, the old lady introdue- 


ed her kinſwoman of the houſe, an propoſed 4a 
hand at whiſt. 


While we amuſed ourſelves at this dinerſios,: TI un- 
| derſtood from the gentlewoman, that there was to be 
an aſſembly next night, at which I begged to have 
the honour of dancing with Miſs. She thanked me 
for the favour I intended her, aſſured me ſhe never 
did dance, but ſignified a deſire- of ſeeing the eom- 
pany; upon which I offered my ſervice, and was 
accepted not a little proud of being exempted from 
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appearing with her, in a ſituation, that, notwithſtand- 
ing my profeſſion to the contrary, was not at all 
agreeable to my inclination. | 
Having ſupped, and continued the game, till ſuck 
time as the ſucceſſive yawns of the mother warned me 
to be gone, I took my leave, and went home, where 
I made Strap very happy with an account of my pro- 
greſs. Next day I put on my gayeſt apparel, 
and went to drink tea at Mrs. Snapper's, according to- 
appointment, when I found, tomy inexpreſſible ſatis- 
faction, that ſhe was laid up with the tooth-ach, and 
that Miſs was to be intruſted to my care. Accord- 
ingly, we ſet out for the ball-room, pretty early in 
the evening, and took poſſeſſion of a commodious 
place, where we had not fat longer than a quarter of 
an hour, when a gentleman dreſſed in a green frock 
came in, leading a young lady, whom I immediately 
diſcovered to be the adoreable Narcifſa ! Good hea-; 
ven! what were the thrillings of my ſoul at that in- 
ſtant! my reflection was. overwhelmed with a torrent MY 
of agitation! my heart throbbed with ſurprizing vio= 
lence! a ſudden miſt overſpread my eyes! my ears 
were invaded with a dreadful- ſound! I panted for- 3 | 
Want of breath, and in ſhort, was for ſome moments q 1. 
| Intranced ! ——— This firſt tumult ſubſiding, a crowd 
of flattering ideas ruſhed upon my imagination: 
Every thing that was ſoft, ſenſible, and engaging in. 
the character of that dear creature, recurred tom 
remembrance, and every favourable circumſtance off 
my own qualifications appeared in all the agrava- MM 
tion of - ſelf-conceit, to heighten my expectation !' i 
—— —— Neither was this tranſport of long duration: 
The .dread of her being already diſpoſed of, inter- 
vened, and over-caſt my enchanting reverie! My 


preſaging 
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preſaging apprehenſion repreſented her encircled in 
the arms of ſome happy rival; and of conſequence 
for ever loſt to me! I was ſtung with this ſuggeſtion, 
and believing the perſon who conducted her, to be 
the huſband of this amiable young lady, already de- 
voted him to my fury, and ſtood up to mark him for 
By vengearice ; when I recollected to my unſpeak- 
le joy, her brother the fox-hunter, in the perſon of 
Ker gallant ——Undeceived fo much to my ſatisfac- 
tion in this particular, I gazed in a frenzy of delight, 
on the irreſiſtible charms of his ſiſter, who no ſooner 
diftinguiſhed'me in the crowd, than her evident con- 
fuſion afforded at happy omen to my flame. At fight 
of me ſhe "ſtarted, the roſes inſtantly vaniſhed from 
her poliſhed cheeks, and returned in a moment with a 
double glow that over-ſpread her lovely neck, while 
her enchanting boſom heaved with ſtrong. emotion. — 
I hailed theſe favourable ſymptoms, and lying in wait 
for her looks, did homage with my eyes.. dhe 
ſeemed to approve my declaration, by the compla- 
cency of her aſpect, and I was ſo: tranſported with 
the diſcovery, that more than once, I was on the 
point of making up to her, and diſcloſing the throb- 
bings of my heart in perſon, had not that profound 
veneration which her preſence always inſpired, re- 
{trained the unſeaſonable impulſe.———My- whole 
powers being engroſſed in this manner, it may be 
caſily imagined how ill Lentertained Miſs Snapper, 
on whom I could not now turn my eyes, without 
making compariſons very little to her advantage. 
EK was not even in my power to return diftin& anſwers 
to the queſtions the aſked from time to time, ſo that 
me could not help obſerving my abſence of behavi- 
our; aud, having a turn for obſervation, watched. 
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my glances, _ tracing. them, to the divine object, 
diſcovered the cauſe of my diſorder.— That ſhe 
might, however, be convinced of the truth of her 
conjecture, ſhe began to interrogate me with regard 
to Narciſſa, and notwithſtanding all my endeavours 
to diſguiſe my ſentiments, perceived my attachment 
by my confuſion. ——— Upon which, ſhe aſſumed a 
ſtatelineſs of behaviour, and ſat ſilent during the re- 
maining part of the entertainment. At any 
other time I ſhould have been prodigiouſly alarmed at 
her ſuſpicion, / but at that inſtant, I was elevated by 
my paſſion above every other conſideration. — 
The miſtreſs of my ſoul having retired. with her 
brother, I diſcovered fo much uneaſineſs at my ſitua- 
tion, that Miſs Snapper propoſed. to go home; and 
while I conducted her to a chair, told me ſhe had too 
great a regard for me to keep me any longer in tor- 
ment. I feigned ignorance of her meaning, and 
having ſeen her ſafely at her lodgings, took my leave, 
and went home in an extaſy; where 1 diſcloſed every 
thing that had happened to my confident and hum- 
ble ſervant Strap, who did not reliſh the accident ſo 
well as I expected; and obſerved, that a bird in hand 
is worth two in the buſh. . But however, (ſaid 
he) you know beſt, you know beſt . Next day 
as I went to the bath, in hopes of ſeeing or hearing 
ſome tidings of: my fair enſlaver, I was met by a gen- 
tlewoman, who having looked hard at me, cried, 
O Chriſt! Mr. Random?” Surprized at this excla- 
mation, I examined the countenance of the perſon 
who ſpoke, and immediately recognized my old ſweet- 
heart and fellow-fufferer Miſs Williams. | 

I was mightily pleaſed to find this unfortunate wo- 
man under ſuch a decent appearance, profeſſed my 
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joy at ſeeing her ſo well, and deſired to know where 
I ſhould have the pleaſure of her converſation. She 
was as heartily rejoiced at the apparent eaſineſs of my 
fortune, and gave me to know that ſhe, as yet, had 
ne habitation that ſhe could properly call her own; 
but would wait on me at any place I would pleaſe to 
appoint . Underſtanding that ſhe was diſengaged 
for the preſent, I ſhewed her the way to my own 
lodgings, where, after a very affectionate ſalutation, 
ſhe informed me of her being very happy in the ſervice 
of a young lady, to whom ſhe was recommended by 


introduced herſelf by the honeſt deceit ſhe had 
concerted, while ſhe lived with me in the garret at 
London. ——— She then expreſſed a vehement de- 
fire to be acquainted with the viciflitudes of my life 
ſince we parted, and aſcribed her curioſity to the con- 
cern ſhe had for my intereſt. —] forthwith grati-- 
fied her requeſt, and when I deſcribed my ſituation in 
Suſſex, perceived her to attend to my ſtory with par- 
ticular eagerneſs. She interrupted me when TI had 
finiſhed that period, © good God! is it poſſible,'—— 

and then begged I would be fo good as to continue 
my relation; which I did as briefly as I could, burn- 

ing with impatience to know the cauſe of her ſurprize, 
about which I had already formed a very intereſting 
conjecture.— Having therefore brought my adven-- 
tures down to the preſent day, ſhe ſeemed very much 
affected with the different circumſtances of my for-- 


tune; and ſaying with a ſmile, ſhe believed my diſ- 
treſſes were now at a period, proceeded to inform 
me, that the lady whom ſhe ſerved was no other 
than the charming Narciſſa, who had honoured her 
with her confidence for ſometime ;——that in conſe- 


quence of that truſt, ſhe had often repeated the ſtory 
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of John Brown, with great admiration and regard ; 
that ſhe loved to dwell upon the particulars of his 
character, and did not ſeruple to own a tender ap- 
Probation of his ftame. I became delirious with 
this piece of intelligence, ſtrained Miſs Williams in 
my embrace, called her the angel of my happineſs, 
and acted ſuch extravagancies, that ſhe would have 
been convinced of my ſincerity, had. ſhe not been 
ſatisfied with my honour before. As ſoon as I 
was in a condition to. yield attention, ſhe deſcribed 
the preſent ſituation of her miſtreſs, who. had no- 
fooner come home the night before, than ſhe cloſetted 
her and in a rapture of joy, gave her to know that: 
ſhe had ſeen me at the ball, where I appeared in the 
character which. ſhe always thought. my due, with 
ſuch advantage of transformation, that unleſs my 
image had been engraven on her heart, it would have 
been nde to know me for the perſon who had 
worn her aunt's livery ;——that by the language of 
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my eyes, ſhe. was aſſured of the continuance of my 


paſſion for her, and conſequently of my being unen- 
gaged to any other; and that though, ſhe did not 
doubt, I would ſpeedily fall upon ſome method of 
being introduced, ſhe was ſo impatient. tohear of me, 
that ſhe (Miſs Williams) had been ſent abroad this, 
| very morning, on purpoſe to learn the name and cha- 
racter JI at preſent bore.— 
hitherto a ſtranger to ſuch a flood ef joy as now 
ruſhed upon it: my faculties were overborn by the- 
_ tide: it was ſome time before I could open my: 


mouth; and much longer ere I could utter a cohe- 
rent ſentence——At length, L fervently requeſted, 


her to lead me immediately to the object of my ado- 
ration: but ſhe reſiſted my importunity, and explain- 


My boſom had been, 
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ed the danger of ſuch premature cba DEEP How 
* favourable ſoever (faid ſhe) my lady's inclination: 
towards you may be, this you may depend upon, 
that the will not commit the ſmalleſt treſpaſs on 
' © decorum, either in diſcloſing her own, or in receiv- 
© ing a declaration of your paſſion: and although 
© the great veneration J have for you, has prompted 
© me to reveat what ſhe communicated to me in 
confidence, I know ſo well the ſeverity of her ſen-. 
« timents with reſpect to the punctilios of her ſex, 
< that, if ſhe ſhould learn the leaſt ſurmiſe of it, ſhe 
« would not only diſmiſs me as a wretch unworthy of 
© her benevolence, but alſo for ever ſhun the efforts 
© of your love. F aſſented to the juſtneſs of her re- 
monſtrance, and deſired ſhe would aſſiſt me with her 
advice and direction: upon which, it was concerted 
between us, that for the preſent,, I ſhould be con- 
tented with her telling Narciſſa that in the courſe of 
ber inquiries, ſhe could only learn my name: and 
that if in a day or two, I could fall upon no other 
method of being made acquainted, ſhe would deli- 
ver a letter from me, on pretence of conſulting her 
bappineſs ; and ſay that I met her in the ſtreet, and 


thus adjuſted, I kept my old acquaintance to break- 
faſt, and learned from her converſation, that my rival 
Sir Timothy had drank himſelf into an apoplexy, of 
Which he died five months ago, that the ſavage Was 
ſtill unmarried, and that his aunt had been ſeized 
with a whim which he little expected, and choten 
the ſchoo{-maſter of the pariſh for her lord and huſ- 
band: but matrimony not agreeing with her confti- 
tution, ſhe had been heQick and dropſical a good 


While, 


bribed her ta that piece of ſervice —— Matters being 
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while, and was now at Bath in order to drink the wa- 
ters for the recovery of her health; that her niece 
kad accompanied her thither at her requeſt, and 
attended her with the ſame affection as before, not- 
withſtanding the faux pas ſhe had: committed : and 
that her nephew who. had been exaſperated -at the 
loſs of her fortune, did not give his attendance out 
of good will, but purely to have an eye on his ſiſter, 

leſt ſhe ſhould likewiſe throw herſelf away, without 

his conſent or approbation.——Having enjoyed our- 
ſelves in this manner, and made an aſſignation to 
meet next day at a certain place, Miſs Willianis took 
her leave; and Strap's looks being very inquiſitive 
about the nature of the communication ſubſiſting be- 
tween us, I made him acquainted with the whole. 
affair, to his great aſtoniſhment and ſatisfaction. 
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I become acquainted with Narciſſa's brother, wha 
invites me to his houſe—where I am introduced 
to that adorable credture——after dinner the 

| fquire retires to take his nap— Freeman, gueſſing 
the fituation of my thoughts, withdraws likewiſe 
eon pretence of | bufineſs——=T declare my paſſion 
for Narciſſa——am well received charmed 
with her converſation——the. Jqui re detains us 
to ſupper ——1 elude his Kuen fo, a Aratagens 
and get home ſober. 12 75 


N the afternoon, I drank tea at the houſe of Mr. 
Freeman, to whom I had been recommended 
by Banter; where I had not fat five minutes, till the 
fox-hunter came in, and by his familiar behaviour, 
appeared to be intimate with my friend——T: was, 
at firſt, under ſome concern, leſt he ſhould recol- 
lect my features; but when I found myſelf introduc- 
ed to him as a gentleman from London, without 
being diſcovered, I bleſſed the opportunity that 
brought me into his company; hoping, that in the 
courſe of our acquaintance, he would invite me to 
his houſe nor were my hopes fruſtrated, for as we 
ſpent the evening together, he grew extremely fond 

ef my converſation, alked a great many childiſh que- _ 
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ſtions about France and foreign parts; and ſeemed ſo 
highly entertained with my anſwers, that in his cups, 
he ſhook me often by the hand, pronounced me an 
honeſt fellow, and in fine, deſired our company at 
dinner next day in his own houſe. —— My imagination 
was ſo. much. employed in, anticipating the happineſs 
I was to enjoy the next. day, that I ſlept very little 


that night; but getting up early in the morning, 
went to the place appointed, where I met my ſhe- 


friend, and imparted te her my ſucceſs with the ſquire 
She was very much pleaſed at the occaſion, 


which (ſhe ſaid) could not fail of being agreeable 


to Narciſſa, who in ſpite of her paſſion for me, had 
mentioned ſome ſcruples relating to my true ſituation 
and character, which the deligacy of her ſentiments 
ſuggeſted, and which the believed I would find it 


neceſſary to remove, though ſhe did not know how. 


——] was a good deal ſtartled at this infinuation, be- 


cauſe I foreſaw the difficulty I ſhould find in barely 


doing myſelf juſtice; for although it never was my 
intention to: impoſe myſelf upon any woman, much 
leſs on Narciſſa, as a man of fortune, I laid claim to 
the character of a. gentleman; by birth, education 
and behaviour; and: yet (fo unluety had the circum- 
ſtances of my life fallen out) I ſhould find it a very 
hard: matter to- make good my pretenſions even to 
theſe, eſpecially to the laſt, which was the moſt 
efſential. —— Miſs Williams was as ſenſible as I; of 
this my diſadvantage; but comforted' me with ob- 
ferving, tliat when once a woman has beſtowed her 


affections on a man, ſhe cannot help judging of him 


in all reſpects, with a paxtiality eaſily influenced in 
his favour n remarked. that although fome- 
8 ſituations 
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ſituations of my life had been low, yet none of them 
had been infamous; that my indigence had been the 
crime not of me, but of fortune; and that the miſe- 
ries I had undergone, by improving the faculties both 
of mind and body, qualified me the more for any 


dignified ſtation ; and would of conſequence, recom- 


mend me to the good graces of any ſenſible woman ; 
e therefore adviſed me to be always open and 
unreſerved to the enquiries of my miſtreſs, without, 
unneceſſarily betraying the meaneſt occurrences of 
my fate; and truſt to the ſtrength of her love and 
reflection for the reſt.——— The ſentiments of this 
ſenſible young woman on this, as well as on almoſt 
every other ſubject, perfectly agreed with mine; I 
thanked her for the care ſhe took of my intereſts, 
and promiſing to behave myſelf according to her 
direction, we parted, after ſhe had aſſured me, that 
F might depend upon her beſt offices with her mi- 
fireſs, and that ſhe would from time to time, com- 


municate to me ſuch intelligence as ſhe could pro- 


cure, relating to my flame ——Having dreſſed my- 


ſelf to the beſt advantage, I waited for the time of 


dinner with the moſt fearful impatience ; and as the 
hour drew nigh, my heart beat with ſuch increaſed 


velocity, and my ſpirits contracted ſuch diſorder, 
that I began to fuſpect my reſolution, and even to 


wiſh myſelf diſengaged :——At laſt Mr. Freeman 
called at my lodgings in his way, and I accompa- 
nied him to the houſe where all my happineſs was. 
depoſited. —— We were very kindly received by the 
ſquire, who ſat ſmoaking his pipe in a parlour, and 
aſked if we choſe to drink any thing before dinner; 
tho' I never had more occaſion for a cordial, I was 
aſhamed to. accept his offer, which was alſo refuſed 
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by my friend. We ſat down (however) and en'ered 
into converſation, which laſted half an hour, ſo that 
T had time to recolle& myſelf; and (fo capricious were 
my thoughts) even to hope that Narciſſa would not 
appear——=— when all of a ſudden, a ſervant coming 


in gave us notice that dinner was upon the table 


and my perturbation returned with ſuch violence, 
that I could ſcarce conceal it from the company as I 


aſcended the ſtair-caſe.——— When I entered the 


dining-room, the firſt object that ſaluted my raviſhed 


eyes, was the divine Narcifſa, bluſhing like Aurora, 


adorned with all the graces that meekneſs, inno- 
cence and beauty can diffuſe ! © I was ſeized with a 
giddineſs, my knees tottered, and I ſcarce had 


ſtrength enough to perform the ceremony of ſaluta- 
tion, when her brother flapping me on the ſhoulder, 


cried * Maefter Randan, that there is my ſiſter.“ I 


approached her with eagerneſs and fear ; but in the 


moment of our embrace, my ſoul was agonized with 
Rapture! It was a lucky circumſtance for us both, 
that my entertainer was not endued with an uncom- 
mon ſtock of penetration ; for our_mutual confuſion 
was ſo manifeſt, that Mr. Freeman perceived it, and 
as we went home together, congratulated me on my 
good fortune. But fo far was Bruin from entertain- 
ing the leaſt faſpicion, that he encouraged. me to be- 
Ein a converſation with my miſtreſs in a language un- 
known to him, by telling her, that he had brought 
a gentleman (meaning me) who could gabber with 
her in French and other foreign lingos, as fall as ſhe 
pleaſed: then turning to me, ſaid, Odds bobs! I 
< with you would hold diſcourſe with her, in your 
French or Italiano; and tell me if ſhe underſtands 


c « it a8 well a as ſhe would be thought to do. —There 's. 
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© her aunt and the will chatter together whole days in 
„it, and I can't have a mouthful of Engliſh for 
© love or money.“ I conſulted the looks of my ami- 
able miſtreſs, and found her averſe to his propoſal, 
which indeed ſhe declined with a ſweetneſs of denial 
peculiar; to herſelf, as a piece of diſreſpect to that 
part of the company which did not underſtand the 
language in queſtion. As I had the happineſs of 
fitting oppoſite to her, I feaſted my eyes much more 
than my palate, which ſhe tempted in vain with the 
moſt delicious bits carved by her fair hand, and re- 
commended: by her [perſuaſive tongue; but all 
my other appetites were ſwallowed up in the immen- 
ſity of my love, which I fed by gazing inceſſantly, 
on the delightful object. Dinner was ſcarce ended, 
when the ſquire þecame very drouſy, and after ſeveral 
dreadful yawns, got up, ſtretched himſelf, took two 
or three turns acroſs; the room, begged We would 
allow him to take a ſhort. nap, and having laid a 
ſtrong injunction on his ſiſter to detain us till his re- 
turn, went to his repoſe without any further cere- 
mony.———He had not been gone many minutes, 
when Freeman gueſſing the ſituation of my heart, 
and thinking he could not do me a greater favour, 
than to leave me alone with Narciſſa, pretended to 
recollect himſelf all of a ſudden, and ſtarting up, 
begged the lady's pardon for half an hour, having 
luckily remembered an engagement of ſome conſe- 
quence, that he muſt perform at that inſtant, ſo 
ſaying, he went away, promiſing to be back time 
enough for tea; leaving my miſtreſs and me in great 
confuſion. Now that I enjoyed an opportunity 
of diſeloſing the pantings of my ſoul, I had not 
8855 to uſe it.——1 ſtudied * 'pathetic declara- 
5 tions, 
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tions, but when 1 attempted to give them utterance, 
my tongue denied its office; and ſhe ſat filent, with 
a downcaſt look full of anxious alarm, her boſom 
heaving with expectation of ſome great event. ——At 
length, I endeavoured to put an end to this ſoleenn 
pauſe, and began with It is very ſurprizing, Ma- : 
* dam'——here the ſound dying away, I made a full 
ftop——while Nareifla ſtarting, bluſhed, and witha Þ 
timid accent, anſwered, .* Sir? Confounded at 
this note of interrogation, I pronounced with the 
moſt ſheepiſſi baſhfulneſs, © Madam !” to which ſhe re- 
plied, © I beg pardon——T thought you had ſpoke 
to me.'——Another pauſe enfued——TI made an- 
other effort, and though my voice faultered very 
much at the beginning, made ſhift to expreſs myſelf 
in this manner: I ſay, Madam, tis very ſurpriz- 
ing that love ſhould act ſo inconſiſtent with itſelf, 
© as to deprive its votaries of the uſe of their facul- 
© ties, when they have moſt need of them. Since 
© the happy occaſion of being alone with you pre- 
© ſented*itſelf, I have made many unſucceſsful. at- 
« tempts to declare a: paſſion for the lovelieſt of her 
© ſex——a paſſion which took poſſeſſion of my ſoul, 
6 while my cruel fate compelled me to wear a ſervile- 
«diſguiſe ſo unfuitable to my birth, ſentiments, and 
et me-add, my deſerts-; yet favourable in one re- 
ſpect, as it furniſhed me with opportunities of ſeeing. 
and adoring your perfeCtions.——Yes, Madam, it 
vas then your dear idea entered my boſom, where. 
dit has lived unimpaired in the midſt of numberleſs 
cares, and animated me againſt a thouſand dangers 
and calamities!—— While 1 ſpoke thus, ſhe con- 
cealed her face with her fan; and.when J ceaſed, 
* herſelf from che moſt beautiful ang 
to 
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told me, that ſhe thought herſelf very much obliged 
by my favourable opinion of her; and that ſhe was 
very ſorry to hear I had been unfortunate. En- 
couraged by this gentle reply, I proceeded, owned 
myſelf ſufficiently recompenced by her kind compaſ- 


ſion for what I had undergone, and declared that 


the future happineſs of my life depended ſolely upon, 
her.. Sir, (ſaid the) I ſhould be very ungrateful 


if after the ſignal protection you once afforded me, 


«+ could refuſe to contribute towards your happi- 


| . neſs, in any reaſonable condeſcenſion. ——Tranſ- 


ported at this acknowledgement, I threw myſelf at 
her feet, and begged ſhe would regard my paſſion 
with a favourable eye: She was alarmed at my beha- 
viour, intreated me to riſe left her brother ſhould diſ- 
cover me in that poſture, and to ſpare her, for the 
preſent, upon a ſubject for which ſhe was altogether 
unprepared. ——— Upon this, I roſe, aſſuring her, I 
would rather; die than diſobey her; but i in the mean 
time begged | her to. confider how precious the mi- 
nutes of this opportunity were, and what reſtraint I 
put upon my inclination, in ſacrificing them to her 


deſire.— She ſmiled with unſpeakable ſweetneſs, 


and ſaid, there would be no want of opportunities, 
provided 1 could maintain the good opinion her bro- 


ther had conceived of me; and I, enchanted with her 
charms, ſeized her hand, which I well nigh devoured 
with kifſes——But ſhe checked my boldneſs with a 
ſeverity. of countenance z and deſired I would not ſo 
far forget myſelf or her, as to endanger the eſteem 


ſhe had for me ; ſhe reminded me of our being 


almoſt ſtrangers to one another, and of the neceſſity 


there was, for her knowing me better, before ſhe 
could take 27 reſolution in my fayour; and, in 


CCP Wort, 
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ſhort, mingled ſo much good ſenſe and complacency 
in her reproof, that 1 became as much enamoured of 
her underſtanding, as I F had been before of her 

beauty, and aſked pardon for my preſumption with 
the utmoſt reverence of conviction. She for- 
gave my offence with her uſüal affability; and ſealed 
my pardon with a look ſo full of bewitching 1 tender- 
neſs, that for ſome minutes my ſenſes were loſt in 
extaſy ! I afterwards endeavoured to regulate'my be- 
haviour according to her deſire, and turn the conver- 


— 
— 


— 


= ———ß— 
— — — 
— 
— AE IICIEERNT. 


rey f F 
41 

40 

* * 

$19 

+ * 

A i 

: - 

0d 

** 

v0 

p Ft 
Tt 

5 3 of 
* . 
ot) : 

13 4 
i #5 od 7 

11 
r 
+21, "on 
| 215 f 
r 
4 : 
'T N 
THE) 

J * i} 
v $34 : 
$17 - 

P 1 
i 2 
* 4 

1 

1 a 
* ;: : 
13 $ 1 
1 

7 1 
1 

14 : 
F230. : 
I 
FLY 
1 

+ 8 | 

oo . 

13 ; 

2 

[T7 1 
1 
1,9: : 
LH 71 
'F 

1 
' 
1 
* 
c 
7 
. 


Wall | 

1 ſation upon a more indifferent ſubject; but her pie- 

i | ſence was an unſurmonntable obſtacle to my defign ; ” 

1 while J beheld ſo much excellence, I found it impoſ- ; 

110 ſible to call my attention from the contemplation of | 

| if 1. it! 1 gazed with unuttterable fondneſs? I grex 

10 mad with admiration !-. My condition 12 
Wl © unſupportable (cried I) I am diſtracted with-paſ. 
1 g « fion! why are you ſo exquiſitely fair : Wh 1 
11 « are you ſo enchantingly good 14 Why has na- 1 
16 « ture dignified you with charms ſo much above the 
Pi < ſtandard of women; and, wretch that 1 am, how 
„ © dares my ern afpire | to the > enjoymeht « of 
| "| 4 ſuch perfection! 5 1225 
1 sbe was ſtartled at my ravings, rei, down my | 
il | tranſport,, and by her irrefiftible eloquence, ſoothed f 
[! | my ſoul into a tate of tranquil felicity; but left 1 
| | might ſuffer a relapſe, induſtriouſly promoted other g 
| 0 ſupjects t to entertain my imagination. -ſhe chid me 1 
Bll for having omitted to enquire about her aunt; who t 
(die aſſured me) in the midſt of all her abſenee of 2 
„ temper, and detachment from common affairs, often h 
| talked of me with uncommon. warmth. .I t. 


profeſſed my veneration for the good lady, ex- 
cuſed my omiſſion, by imputing it to the violence of 
my love, which engroſſed my whole ſoul, and deſired 
to 


Roperick RanDo M. Tr 
to Look the preſent fituation of her health... 
Upon which, the amiable Narciſſa repeated what I 
had heard before, of her marriage, with, all the ten- 


derneſs for her reputation that the ſuhject would ad- 


by, and was ſo much affficted with a dropſy, and 


| waſted by a conſumption, that ſhe had ſmall hopes of 


her recovery. — Having expreſſed my ſorrow for 
her diſtemper, I queſtioned her about my good friend 
Mrs. Sagely, who I learned (to my great ſatisfaction) 
was ſtill in good health, and by the encomiums ſhe 
beſtowed upon me after I was gone, confirmed the 
favourable impreſſion, my behaviour at parting had 
made on Narciſſa's heart. This circumſtance 
introduced an inquiry into the conduct of Sir Timo- 
thy Thicket, who (ſhe informed me) had found means 
to incenſe her brother ſo much againſt me, that ſhe 
found it impoſſible to undeceive him; but on the 
contrary, ſuffered very much in her own character, 
by his ſcandalous inſinuations that the whole pa- 
Tiſh was alarmed, and actually in purſuit of me; fo 
that ſhe had been in the utmoſt conſternation upon my 
account, well knowing how little my own innocence 
and her teſtimony would have weighed with the ig- 
norance, prejudice and brutality of thoſe, who muſt 
have judged me, had I been apprehended--that Sir 
Timothy being ſeized with a fit of the apoplexy, from 
which with great difficulty he was recovered, hegan 
to be apprehenſive of death, and to prepare himſelf 
accordingly for that great event; as a ſtep to which; 
he ſent for her brother, owned with great eontrition, 
the brutal deſign he had upon her, and of conſe- 


quence acquitted me of the aſſault, robbery and cor- 


aeg ee with her, which he had laid to my charge, 
: eB after 


mit of; told me, ſhe lived with her huſband; hard 
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after which confeſſion he lived about a month in 4 
languiſhing condition, and was carried on by a fe- 
cond aſſault. 

Every word that this dear creature falls rivetted 


the chains with which ſhe held me enſlaved! My 
miſchievous fancy began to work, and the tempeſt of 


my paſſion to wake again; when the return of Free- 
man deſtroyed the tempting opportunity, and enabled 
me to quell the riſing tumult. A little while af- 
ter, the Squire ſtaggered into the room, rubbing his 
eyes,. and called for his tea, which he drank out of 
a ſmall bow], qualified with brandy ; we ſipped ſome 
in the ordinary way: Narciſſa left us in order to viſit 
Her aunt, and when Freeman and I propoſed to take 
our leave, the fox-hunter inſiſted on our ſpending the 
evening at his houſe with fuch an obſtinacy of affecti- 
on, that we were obliged to comply. For my own part 
I ſhould have been glad of the invitation, by which, 
in all likelihood, I ſhould have been bleſt with more 
of his ſiſters company, Had I not been afraid of riſk- 
ing her eſteem, by entering into a debauch of drink- 
ing with him, which, from the knowlege of his cha- 
rater, I foreſaw would happen; but there was no 
remedy— was forced to rely upon the ſtrength of my 


conſtitution, which I hoped would reſiſt intoxication 


longer than the Squire's ; and truſt to the good-nature 
and diſcretion of my miſtreſs for the reſt. 

Our entertainer reſolving to begin by times, or- 
dered the table to be furniſhed with liquor and glaſſes 
immediately after tea, but we abſolutely refuſed to ſet 
in for drinking ſo ſoon ; and prevailed upon him to 
paſs away an hour or two at whiſt, in which we 
engager as ſoon as Narciſſa returned. The ſavage 
and I happened to be partners at firſt, and as my 

thov ghts 
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thoughts were wholly employed on a more intereſting 
game, I play'd ſo ill that he loſt all patience, ſwore 
bitterly, and threatened to call for wine if they would 
not grant him another affociate. This deſire 
was gratified, 'and Narcifla and I were of a fide; he 
won for the ſame reaſon that made him loſe before; 
T was ſatisfied, my lovely partner did not repine, and 
the time ſlipped away very agreeably, until we were 
told that fupper was ſerved in another room. 

The Squire was enraged to find the evening ſoun- 
profitably ſpent, and wrecked his vengeance on the 
cards, which he tore, and committed to the flames with _ 
many execrations; threatning to make us redeem our 
loſs with a large glaſs and a quick circulation ; and 
indeed we had no ' ſooner ſupped, and my charmer 
withdrawn, than he began to put his threats exe- 
cution. Three bottles of port (for he drank no other 
| ſort of wine) were placed before us, with as many 
2X water-glaſſes, which were immediately filled to the 
XX brim, after his example, by each out of his reſpective 
allowance, and emptied in a trice, 0 the beſt in chriſt- 
endom.— Though I ſwallowed this, and the next 
as faſt as the glaſs could be repleniſhed, without heſi- 
tation or ſhew of reluctance, I perceived that my 
brain would not be able to bear many bumpers of 
2X this ſort; and.dreading the perſeverance of a champi- 
on who began with ſuck vigour, I determined to make 
up for the deficiency of my ſtrength by a ſtratagem, 
which I actually put in practice when the ſecond 
x courſe of bottles was called for. The wine being 
ſtrong and heady, I was already a good deal diſcom- 
poſed by the diſpatch we had made, Freeman's eyes 
began to reel, and Bruin himſelf was elevated into 2 
ſong, which he uttered with great vociteration.— 

Vor. 1 | L when 
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when I therefore ſaw the ſecond round brought in, I 
aſſumed a gay air, entertained him with a French 


catch on the ſubject of drinking, which, though he 


I I Pledge are 


\ 


did not underſtand it, delighted him. highly, and 
telling him that yqur choice. ſpirits at Paris never 
troubled themſelves with glaſſes, aſked if he had not 
a bowl or cup in the houſe that would contain a 
whole quart of wine. Odds niggers.! (cried 
© he) I have a fi lver caudle-cup that holds juſt the 
* quantity, : for all the-world- fetch it hither, 
< Numps.” The veſſel being produced, I bid 
him decant his bottle into it, which having done, 
I nodded in a yery deliberate. manner, and ſaid, 
He ſtared at me for ſome time, 
and crying, What ! all at one pull ! meaſter 
5 a anſwered, At one pull! Sir, 
vyou are no mĩlk-ſop -—we ſhall do you juſtice: 
—— shall you? (ſaid he, ſhaking me by the 


© hand) odd then, T'll fee it out, an't were a mile 


* to the bottom———Here's to our better acquain- 
« tance, meaſter Randan.” So ſaying, he- applied 
it to his lips, and emptied it in a breath. —1 


knew the effect of it would be almoſt inſtantaneous; 


therefore, taking the cup, I began to diſcharge my 


bottle into it, telling him he was now qualified to 


drink with the Cham of Tartary.———1I had no 
ſooner pronounced theſe words, than he took um- 
brage at them, and after ſeveral attempts to ſpit, 
made ſhift to ſtutter out, Af — t f——t for your 
< Chams of 7 — Tartary! I am a f—-f— free- born 
Engliſhman worth th three thouſand a year, 
and y——value no man, damme!” —— then 
dropping his jaw, and fixing, his eyes; he hickup'd 


aloud, and fell upon the floor as mute as a flounder. 


—Mr. 
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Ir. Freeman, heartily rejoyced at his defeat, 
aſſiſted me in carrying him to bed, where we left him 
to the care of his ſervants, and went home to our 
reſpective habitations, ORE! one another 
on our good fortune. 


CHAP. LVII. 


Ati 2 Williams informs me of Narciſſe's approba- 


tion of my flame I appeaſe the Squire- 


write to my miſtreſs, am bleſſed with an anſwer. 
beg leave of her brother to dance with her 


at a ball; obtain his conſent and her's en- 
Joy a private converſation with her am per- 
plexed with reflections have the hanour of ap- 
pearing her partner at the ball we are com- 
plimented by a certain Nobleman he di ears 
ſome ſymptoms of paſſion for Narciſſa— 
flung with jealouſy— 


tires 


the Squire 1s captivated by her beauty. 


greſs I had made in the affection of her miſtreſs, and 
bleſſed me with an account of that dear creature“. 
converſation with her, after ſhe had retired the night 
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Narci ſſa alarmed, re- 
-1 obſerve Melinda in the company 


Was met next morning, at the uſual place by 
Miſs Williams, who gave me joy of the pro- 
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before from our company. I could ſcarce be- 
lieve her information, when ſhe recounted her expreſſi- 
ons in my favour, ſo much more warm and paſſionate 
were they than my moſt ſanguine hopes had preſaged; 
and was particularly pleaſed to hear that ſhe appro- 
ved of my behaviour to her brother, after ſhe with- 
drew—— Tranſportcd at the news of my happineſs, 
I preſented my ring to the meſſenger, as a teſtimony 
of my gratitude and fatjsfaQtian ; but-ſhe was above 
ſuch mercenary conſiderations, and refuſed my 
compliment with ſome reſentment, ſaying, ſhe was 
not a little mortified to ſee my opinion of her ſo low 
and contemptible.——T did myſelf a piece of juſtice 
by explaining my behaviour on this head, and to 
convince her of my eſteem, promiſed to be ruled 
by her directions in the proſecution of the whole 
affair, which I had ſo much at heart, that the repoſe 


of my life depended upon the conſequence. 
As fervently wiſhed for another interview, where 


I might pour out the effuſions of my love, without 
danger of being interrupted, and perhaps reap ſome 
endearing return from the queen of my defires, I 
implored her advice and aſſiſtance in promoting this 
event ; but ſhe gave me to underſtand, that 
Narciſſa would make no precipitate compliances of 
this kind, and that I would do well to cultivate | 
Her brother's acquaintance, in the courſe of which, 
I would not want opportunities of removing that- 
reſerve, which my miſtreſs thought herſelf obliged 
to maintain during the infancy of our correſpondence. 
n the mean time, ſhe promiſed to tell her lady 
that I had endeavoured by preſents and perſuaſions, to 
prevail upon her, (Miſs Williams) to deliver a letter 
from me, which ſhe had refuſed to charge herſelf 


With, 
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with, until ſhe ſhould know Narciſſa's ſentiments 


of the matter; and ſaid by theſe means ſhe did not 


doubt of being able to open a literary communication 
between us, which could not fail of introducing 
more intimate connections. 

] approved of her council, and our appointment 
being renewed for next day, left her with an intent 
of falling upon ſome method of being reconciled 
to the Squire, who, I ſuppoſed would be offended 
with the trick we had put upon him. ——With this 
view, I conſulted Freeman, who from his knowledge 
of the Fox-hunter's diſpoſition, aſſured me there 
was no other method of pacifying him, than that 
of ſacrificing: ourſelves for one night, to an equal 
match with him in drinking: This 1 found myſelf 
neceſſitated to comply with, for the intereſt of my 
paſſion, and therefore determined to commit the 
debauch at my own lodgings, that I might run no 
riſk of being diſcovered by Narciſſa, in a ſtate df 
brutal degeneracy. ———Mr. Freeman, who was to 
be of the party, went, at my deſire, to the Squire 
in order to engage him, while I took care to furniſh 
myſelf for his reception. 
accepted, my gueſts honoured me with their com- 

pany in the evening, when Bruin gave me to under- 
ſtand that he had drank many tuns of wine in his 


life, but was never ſerved ſuch à trick as I had played 


upon him the night before. I promiſed to atone 
for my treſpaſs, and having ordered to every man 
his bottle, began the conteſt with a bumper to the 
health of Narciſſa. The toaſts circulated 
with great devotion, the liquor began to operate, 
our mirth grew noiſy, and as Freeman and J had the 


8 I advantage 


* 


My invitation was 
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advantage of drinking ſmall French claret, the ſa- 
vage was effectually tamed before our fenſes were in 
the leaſt affected, and carried home in a kind of 
apoplexy of drunkenneſs. 
was next morning, as uſual, favoured with a 
viſit from my kind and punctual confident, who 
telling me, the was permitted to receive my letters 
for her miſtreſs ; I-took up the pen immediately, and 
following the firſt dictates of my paſſion, wrote as 
follows: 
DEK AR MAD AM, . 
4 7 E RE it poſſible for the powers of utter- 
c A ance, to reveal the ſoft emotions of my 
* ſoul; the fond anxiety, the glowing hopes, and 
chilling fears that rule my breaſt by turns, I ſhould 
© need no other witneſs than this paper, to evince 
the purity and ardour of that flame your charms 
have kindled in my heart. But alas! expreſſion 
+ wrongs my love! 1 am inſpired with conceptions 
that no language can convey ! Your beauty fills 
* me with wonder ! your underſtanding with raviſh- 
ment, and your goodneſs with adoration ! I am 
< tranſported with defire, diſtracted with doubts, 
and tortured with impatience! Suffer me then, 
lovely arbitreſs of my fate, to approach your per- 
* ſon, to breathe in ſoft murmurs my paſſion to your 
ear, to offer the ſacrifice of a heart overflowing 
© with the moſt genuine and diſintereſted love ; to 
gaze With extaſy on the divine object of my wiſhes, 
to hear the muſick of her enchanting tongue ! ta 
« rejoice in her ſmiles of approbation, and baniſh 
the molt intolerable ſuſpence from the boſom of 
X Your enraptured 
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Having finiſhed this effuſion, 1 0 8 it to 
the care * my faithful friend, with an injundtion 
to ſecond my intreaty with all her eloquence and 
influence; and in the mean time went to dreſs, with 
an intention of viſiting Mrs. Snapper and Miss, 
whom I had utterly neglected and indeed almoſt for- 
got, ſince my dear Narciffa had reſumed the empire 
of my foul. The old gentlewoman received me 
very kindly,” and Miſs affected a frankneſs and gaiety. 
which, however, I could eaſily perceive was forced 
and difſembled ; among other things, the pretended 
to joke me upon my paſſion for Narcifſa, which ſhe 
averred was no fecret, and aſked if 1 intended to 
dance with her at the next aſſembly.— ! was a 


good deal concerned to find myſelf become the town- 
talk on this ſubject, left the Squire, having notice 


of my inclinations ſhould diſapprove of them, and 
by -breaking off all correſpondence with me, deprive 
me of the opportunities J now enjoyed. But 
J reſolved to ufe the intereſt J had with him, while 
it laſted ;| and that very night, meeting him occaſio- 
nally, aſked his permiſſion to ſollicit her company 
at the ball, which he very — — to my 
inexpreſſible ſatisfaction. 
Having been kept awake the greateſt part of the 
night, by a thouſand delightful reſveries that took 
| poſſeſſion of my faney, I got up betimes, and flying 
to the place of rendezvous, had in a little time the 
Pleaſure of ſeeing Miſs Williams approach with z 
ſmile on her countenance, which I interpreted into 
2 good omen. Neither was I miſtaken in my preſage: 
She preſented me with a letter fröm the idol of my 
= foul, which, after having kiſſed it with great derotion, | 
| "i * 1 
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I opened with the utmoſt eagerneſs, and was bleſſed 
with her approbation in theſe terms. 


91R, 

O fay I look upon you with indifference, 

would he a piece of diſſimulation which, 
I think, no decorum requires, and no cuſtom can 
juſtify. As my heart never felt an impreſſion - that 
my tongue was aſhamed to declare, I will not ſcru- 
ple to own myſelf pleaſed with your paſſion, con- 
fident of your integrity, and ſo well convinced of 
my own diſcretion, that I ſhould not. heſitate in 
granting you the interview you defire, were I not 
over-awed by the prying curioſity of a malicious 
world, the cenſure of which might be fatally pre- 
judicial to the reputation of | 
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No Anchorite, in the extaſy of devotion, ever 
adored a relique with more fervour than that with 
which 1 kifſed this inimitable proof of my charmer's 
candour, generoſſy and affection ! I read it over an 
hundred times ; was raviſhed with her confeſſion in 
the beginning; but the ſubſcription of Your Nar- 
iss A, yeilded me ſuch delight as I had never felt 
before My happineſs was ſtill increaſed by Miſs. 
Williams, who bleſſed me with a repetition of her 
lady's tender expreſſions in my favour, when ſhe 
receiyed and read my letter. ———In ſhort, I had 
all the reaſon in the world to believe. that this gentle 
creature's boſom was poſſeſſed by a paſſion for 
me, as warm, though ne not ſo impetuous as 
mine for her. 
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J informed my friend of the Squire's conſent, 
with regard to my dancing with Narciſſa at the ball, 
and deſired her to tell her miſtreſs, that I would do 
myſelf the honour of viſiting her in the afternoon, 

in conſequence of his permiſſion, when I hoped to 
find her as indulgent as her brother had been com- 
plaiſant in that particular. ——Miſs Williams ex- 
preſſed a good deal of joy, at hearing I was ſo much 
in favour with the fox-hunter, and ventured to 
aſſure me, that my viſit would be very agreeable tomy 
miſtreſs, the rather becauſe Bruin was engaged to 
dine abroad. This was a circumſtance, which 
J ſcarce need ſay, pleaſed me. —] went imme- 
diately to the long-room, where I found him, and 
affecting to know nothing of his engagement, told 
him, I would do myſelf the pleafure to wait upon 
him in the afternoon, and to preſent his ſiſter with 
a ticket for the ball. He ſhook me by the 
hand, according, to cuſtom, and giving me to under- 
ftand that he was to. dine abroad, defired me to go 
and drink tea with Narciſſa notwithſtanding, and 
promiſed to prepare her for my viſit in the mean 
time. . | 
Every thing ſucceeding thus to my wiſh, I waited 
with incredible patience for the time, which no ſoon- 
er arrived, than I haſtened to the ſcene, which 
my fancy had pre-occupied long before. ——1 
vas introduced accordingly, to the dear enchantreſs, 
whom I found accompanied by Miſs Williams, who, 
on pretence of ordering tea, retired at my approach. 
This favourable accident, which alarmed 
my whole foul, diſordered her alſo. II found 
myſelf aQuated by an irreſiſtible impulſe, I advanced 
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to her with eagerneſs and awe; and profiting by the con- 
fuſion that prevailed over her, claſped the fair angel 
in my arms, and imprinted a glowing kiſs 'upon her 
lips, more ſoft and fragrant than the dewy roſe-bud 
juſt burſting from the ſtem ! Her face was in an inſtant 
covered with bluſhes, her eyes ſparkled with reſent- 
ment; I threw myſelf at her feet, and implored 
her pardon. Her love became advocate in my 
cauſe ; her look ſoftened into forgiveneſs, ſhe raiſed 
me up, and chid me with ſo much ſweetneſs of diſ- 
_ Pleaſure, that I was tempted to repeat the offence, 
had not the coming of a fervant with the tea-board, 
_prevented by preſumption. — While we were 
ſubject to be interrupted or over-heard, we con- 
verſed about the approaching ball, at which ſhe 
promiſed to grace me as a partner; but when the 
equipage was removed, and we were left alone, I 
reſumed the more intereſting theme, and expreſſed 
myſelf with ſuch tranſport and agitation, that my 
miſtreſs, fearing I would commit ſome extravagance, 
rung the bell for her maid, whom ſhe detained in 
the room, as a check upon my vivacity. —I was. 
not ſorry for this precaution, becauſe I could unbo- 
ſom myſe:f without reſerve, before Miſs Williams, 
who was the confident of us both.———] there- 
fore gave a looſe to the inſpirations of my paſſion, 
which operated ſo ſucceſsfully upon the tender affecti- 
ons of Narciſſa, that ſhe laid aſide the reſtraint ſhe 
had hitherto wore, and bleſſed me with the moff melt- 
ing declaration of her mutual flame !———It was 
impoſſible for me to forbear taking the advantage of 
this endearing condeſcention.————She now gen- 
tly yielded to my embrace, while I encircling all 
that I held dear, within my arms, taſted in advance, 


Ropkkrex RANDOM. 
tha joys of that paradiſe 1 hoped in a little time 


«wholly to poſſeſs.!———We ſpent the afternoon in 


alk. the extaſy of hope that the moſt fervent love ex- 
chahged by mutual vows could infpire ; and Miſs 
Williams was ſo much affected with our chaſte ca- 


reſſes, which recalled the ſad remembrance oy what f 


ſhe was, that her eyes were filled with tears. 1 858 

The evening being pretty far advanced, I forced 
myſelf from the dear object of my flame, who in- 
dulged me in a tender embrace at parting ; and re- 
pairing to my lodgings, communicated to my friend 
Strap every circumſtance of my happineſs, whieh 
filled him with ſo much pleaſure, that it run over 
at his eyes; and he prayed heartily, that no envious 


devil might, as mne daſh the cup of bleſſing 


from my lip. When I reflected on what had 
happened, and eſpecially on the unreſerved proteſta- 
tions of Narciſſa's love, I could not help being amazed 
at her omitting to enquire into the partieular circum- 
ſtances of the life and fortune of one whom ſhe had fa- 
voured with her affection, and I began to be a little anx- 
ious about the ſituation of her finances; well knowing 
that I ſhould do an irreparable injury to the perſon my 


ſoul held moſt dear, if I ſhould eſpouſe her, without | 


being able to ſupport her in the rank which was cer- 
tainly her due ———1 had heard indeed, while I 
ſerved her aunt, that her father had left her a conſi- 
derable ſum; and that every body believed ſhe would 
inherit the greateſt part of her kinſwoman's dowry, 
but I did not know how far ſhe might be reſtricted 
by the old gentleman's will, in the enjoyment of 
what he left her; and I was too well informed of 
the virtuoſi's late conduct, to think my miſtreſs could 
have any expectations from that quarter- I 


_ Confided, however in the good ſenſe and delicacy 
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of my charmer, who, I was ſure, would not c onſent 
to unite her fate with mine, before ſhe had fully con- 
ſidered and provided for the conſequence. 

The Ball-night being arrived, I dreſſed myſelf i in 
& ſuit 1 had reſerved for ſome grand occaſion; and 
having drank tea with Narciſſa and her brother, 
conducted my angel to the ſcene, where ſhe in a mo- 
ment eclipſed all her female competitors for beauty, 
and attracted the admiration of the whole aſſembly. 
My heart dilated with pride on this occaſion, 
and my triumph rejected all bounds, when, after 
we had danced together, a certain nobleman, re- 
.markable for his figure and influence in the beau monde, 
came up, and in the hearing of all preſent, honou- 
red us with a very particular compliment, upon 
our - accompliſhments and appearance; but 
this tranſport was ſoon checked, when 1 perceived 
his lordſhip attach himſelf with great aſſiduity to 
my miſtreſs; and ſay ſome warm things, which | 
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Wa thought,” ſavoured too much of paſlion.- It 
hi | was then I began to feel the pangs of jealouſy ——» 
180 JI dreaded the power and addreſs of my rival —— — 
135 N I fickened at his diſcourſe; when ſhe opened her 
1 lips to anſwer, my heart died within me when 
11 ſhe ſmiled, I felt the pains of the damned I 
hk i was enraged at his preſumption ; I curſed her com- 
| Vi | , plaiſance! at length he quitted her and went 
it's | to the other fide of the room. Varciſſa ſuſ- 
(1 4 pecting nothing of the rage that inflamed me, put 
nhl ſome queſtions to me, as ſoon as he was gone, to 
1 which I made no other reply than a grim look, which 
10 too well denoted the agitation of my breaſt, and 
11 ſurprized her not a little. She no ſooner ob- 
| all ſer ved my nn than ſhe changed colour, and 
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alked what ailed me; but before I could make an- 
ſwer, her brother pulling me by the ſleeve, bid me 
take notice of a lady who ſat fronting us, whom I 
immediately, to my vaſt aſtoniſhment, ' diſtinguiſhed 
to be Melinda, accompanied by her mother and an 
elderly gentleman, whom I did not know.— 
| * Wounds! Mr. Randan, (cried the Squire) is ſhe a 
= © not a delicate piece. of ſtuff! Sdeath! I 
= * have a good mind———if I thought ſhe was a 

« ſingle perſon.” Notwithſtanding the perplexity 
I was in, I had reflection enough to foreſee that my 
_ paſſion might ſuffer greatly by the preſence of this 
lady, who in all probability would revenge herſelf 
upon me for having formerly diſgraced her, by 
ſpreading reports to my prejudice.—-—l was there- 
fore alarmed at theſe ſymptoms af the Squire's ad- 
miration ; and for ſome time- did not know what 
reply to make, when he aſked my opinion of her 
beauty: At length I came to a determination, and 
told him that her name was Melinda, that ſhe had a 
tune of ten thouſand pounds, and was ſaid to be 
under promiſe of marriage to a certain Lord, who 
deferred his nuptials, until he ſhould be of age, 
which would happen in a few months: I thought 
this piece of intelligence, which I had myſelf in- 
vented, would have hindered him effectually from 
entertaining any further thoughts of her; but I 
was egregiouſly miſtaken: The fox-hunter had too 
much ſelf-ſufficiency to deſpair of ſucceſs with any 
competitor on earth. He therefore made light 
of her engagement, ſaying, with a ſmile of ſelf- 
approbation, * Mayhap ſhe will change her mind 
, —What ſignifies his being a Lord ? L 
* think myſelf as good a man as cer a Lord in 
5 chriſtendom; 
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© chriftendom; and I'll ſee if a commoner worth 
© three thouſand a year won't ſerve her turn.” 
This determination ftartled me not a little; I knew 
he would ſoon diſcover the contrary of what I advan- 
ced, and as I believed he would find her ear open 
to his addreſſes, did not doubt of meeting with every 
obſtacle in my amour, that her malice could invent, 
and her influence with him execute —— This 
reflection increaſed my chagrin ————My vexati- 
on was evident——Narciſſa inſiſted on going home 
immediately; and as led her to the door, her noble 
admirer, with a look full of languiſhment, directed 
to her a profound bow, which ſtung me to the ſoul. 
——— Before ſhe went into the chair, ſhe aſked, 
with an appearance of concern, what was the mat- 
ter with me ? and I could pronounce no more than, 
By heaven! I'm diſtracted! 4 
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Tortured with jealouſy, I go home and abuſe Strap 
receive a meſſage from Narciſſa, in con- 
ſequence of which, I haſten to her apartment, 
where her endearing aſſurances baniſh all my 
doubts and apprehenſions in my retreat diſ- 
cover ſomebody in the dark, whom, ſuſpecting 
to be a ſpy, I reſolve to kill > But, to my great 
furprize, am convinced of his being no other than 
Strap Melinda flanders me ] become 
acquainted with Lord Quiverwit, who endea- 
vours to ſound me, with regard to Narciſſa— 
the ſquire is introduced to his lordſhip, and 
grows cold tewards me——T learn from my con- 
fident, that this nobleman profeſſes honourable 
love to my miſtreſs, who continues faithful to 
me, notwith/landing the ſcandalous reports ſhe has 


Heard to my prejudice——T am mortified with. 


an aſſurance that her whole fortune depends upon 
the pleaſure of her brother Mr. Freeman 
* condoles me on the decline of my character, which 
1 vindicate ſo much to his ſatisfaction, that he 
undertakes to combat fame in my behalf. 


AVING uttered this exclamation, at which 

ſhe ſighed, I went home in the condition of 

a frantick Bedlamite; and finding the fire in my apart- 
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ment almoſt extinguiſhed, vented my fury upon poor 
Strap, whioſe ear I pinched with ſuch violence, that 


he roared hideouſſy with pain, and when I quitted 
my hold looked ſo fooliſhly aghaſt, that no uncon- 
cerned ſpectator could have ſeen Him, without be- 


ing ſeized with an immoderate fit of Jaughter.——It 


istrue, I was ſoon ſenſible of the injury I had done, 


and aſked pardon for the outrage J had committed; 


upon which my faithful valet, ſhaking his head, ſaid, 
I forgive you, 
he could. not help ſhedding ſome. tears.at my unkind- 


turbance, could not bear. It ſet all my paſſions 


into a new ferment, I ſwore korrible oaths without 


meaning or application, I foamed at the mouth, 
kicked the chairs about the room, and played abun- 


dance of mad. pranks that frightened my friend al- 
At. length my tranſport” 


moſt out of his ſenſes.- 
ſubſided, I became melancholy, and wept inſenſibly. 


During this ſtate of dejection, I was ſurprized 
with the appearance of Miſs Williams, whom Strap, 
blubbering all the. while, had conducted into the 


chamber- without giving me previous notice of her 
approach.—— She was extremely affected with my 
condition, which ſhe had learned from him, begged 
me to moderate my paſſion, ſuſpend my conjectures, 
and follow her to Narciſſa, who deſired to ſee me 
forthwith.— That dear name operated upon me. like 
a charm ! I ſtarted up, and without opening my lips, 
was conducted into her apartment through the gar- 
den, which we entered by a dane door. found 
the adorable creature in tears! I was melted at the 


hight. 


* 
* 
j 


and may God forgive you. — But 


I- felt unſpeakable remorſe. for what I had 
done, curſed my own ingratitude, and conſidered his 
tears as a reproach that my ſoul, in her preſent diſ- 
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fight——we continued filent for ſome time my 
heart was too full to ſpeak———her ſnowy boſom 
heaved with fond reſentment; at laſt ſhe ſobbing 


cried, * What have I done to diſoblige you? 
My heart was pierced with the tender queſtion ! I 
drew near with the utmoſt reverence of affection! I 
fell upon my knees before her, and kiſſing her hand, 
exclaimed, O! thou art all goodneſs and perfec- 


© tion ! J am undone by my want of merit! I am un- 


« worthy to poſſeſs thy charms, which heaven hath 
© deſtined for the arms of ſome more favoured being.” 


she gueſſed the cauſe of my diſquiet, up- 


braided me gently for my ſuſpicion, and gave me 


ſuch flattering aſſurances of her eternal fidelity, that 


all my doubts and fears forſook me, and peace and 


ſatisfaction reigned within my breaſt. * _ | 


Ag midnight I left the kind nymph to her repoſe, 


and being let out by Miſs Williams, at the garden 
gate, by which I entered, begar to explore my way 
homeward in the dark, when I heard at my back a 
noiſe like that of a baboon when he mows and chat- 


ters. I turned inſtantly, and perceiving ſomething 


black, concluded I was diſcovered by ſome ſpy, em- 
ployed to watch for that purpoſe : Arouſed at this 
conjecture, by which the reputation of the virtuous 
Narciſſa appeared in jeopardy, I drew my ſword, 
and would have ſacrificed him to her fame, hadnot 
the voice of Strap reſtrained my arm: It was with 
great difficulty he could pronounce, © D=d—d—do! 
© mum—um—um—murder me, if you pleaſe !” Such 
an effect had the cold upon his jaws, that his teeth 
rattled like a pair of caſtanets . Pleaſed to be thus 
undeceived, I laughed at his conſternation, and aſked 


* to 
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what brought him thither ? Upon which he gave me 
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to underſtand, that his concern for me had induced 
him to dodge me to that place, where the ſame rea- 
ſon had detained him till now; and he frankly own- 
ed, that in ſpite of the eſteem he had for Miſs Wil- 
liams, he began to be very uneaſy about me, conſi- 
dering the diſpoſition in which -I went abroad ; and 
if J had ſtaid much longer, would have certainly 
alarmed the neighbourhood in my behalf. — The 
knowledge of this his intention confounded me! I 
repreſented to him the miſchievous conſequences that 
would have attended ſuch a raſh action, and caution- 
ing him ſeverely againſt any ſuch defign for the fu- 
ture, concluded my admonition with an aſſurance, 
that in caſe he ſhould ever act ſo madly, I would, 
without heſitation put him to death. ——*< Have a 
© little pattence (cried he in a lamentable tone) your 
© diſpleaſure will do the buſineſs, without your com- 
« mitting murder. I was touched with this re- 
proach ; and as ſoon as we got home, made it my 
buſineſs to appeaſe him, by explaining the cauſe of 
that tranſport, during which I had uſed him ſo un- 


worthily. 


Next day when I went into the long room, I abs 
ſerved {gyeral whiſpers circulate all of a ſudden ; and 
did not doubt that Melinda had been buſy with my 
character; but I conſoled myſelf with the love of 
Narciſſa, upon which I reſted with the moſt perfect 
confidence, and going up to the rowly-powly table, 
wan a few pieces from my ſuſpected rival, who with 
an eaſy politeneſs, entered into converſation with 
me, and deſiring my company to the coffee-houſe, 
treated me with tea and chocolate. ——[ remem- 


bered Strutwell, and guarded againſt his infinuating 


behaviour ; ; nor was my ſuſpicion wrong placed; he 
: artfully 
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artfully turned the diſcourſe upon Narciſſa, and en- 
deavoured by hinting at an intrigue he pretended to 
be engaged in elſe where, to learn what connection 
there was between her and me. But all his fineſſe 
5 was ineffectual; I was convinced of his diſſimulation, 
I and gave ſuch general anſwers to his enquiries, that. 
f he was forced to drop the * and talk of fome-® 
thing elſe 
While we converſed in this manner, the an - 
came in, with another gentleman, who introduced 
him to his lordſhip; and he was received with ſuch 
peculiar marks of diſtinction, that I was perſuaded 
the courtier intended to uſe him in ſome ſhape or an- 
other; and thence I conceived an unlucky omen.— 
But I had more cauſe to be diſmayed the following 
day, when I ſaw the ſquire in company with Melinda 
and her mother, who honoured me with ſeveral diſ- 
dainful glances ; and when I afterwards threw myſelf 
in his way, inſtead of the cordial ſhake of the hand, 
returned my ſalute with a cold reception of Ser- 
* vant, ſervant,' which he pronounced with ſuch 
indifference, or rather contempt, that if he had not 
been Narciſſa's brother, 1 ſhould have affronred Mm 
in publick. 
Theſe occurrences diſturbed me not a little, fore- 
ſaw the brooding ſtorm, and armed myſelf with re- 
folution for the occaſion ; but Narciſſa being at ſtake, 
I was far from being reſigned. I could have re- 
nounced every other comfort of life with ſome de- 
gree of fortitude ; but the proſpect of loſing her, 
diſabled all my philoſophy, and tortured my foul 1 into 
madneſs. 
» Mifs Williams found me, next morning, full of 
anxious tumult, which did not abate, when ſhe told 
me 
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me, that my Lord Quiverwit, having profeſſed ho- 
nourable intentions, had been introduced to-my lovely 
Miſtreſs by her brorher, who had at the ſame time, 
from the information of Melinda, ſpoke of me as an 
Iriſh fortune-hunter,. without either birth or eſtate 
to recommend me; who ſupported myſelf in the 
appearance of a gentleman by ſharping, and other 
infamous practices: and who was of ſuch an obſcure 
origin, that I did not even know my own extraction. 
—— Though I expected all this, I could not hear it 
with temper, eſpecially, as truth was ſo blended 
with falſhood in the aſſertion, that it would be almoſt 
impoſſible to ſeparate the one from the other in my 
vindication.——But I faid nothing on this head, be- 
ing impatient to know how Narciſſa had been affected 
with the diſcovery.—— That generous creature, far 
from believing theſe imputations, was no ſooner 
withdrawn with her confident, than ſhe inveighed 
with great warmth againſt the malevolence of the 
world, to which only ſhe aſcribed the whole of what 
had been ſaid to my-diſadvantage; and calling every 
eircumſtance of my behaviour to her, into review before 
her, found every thing ſo polite, honourable and diſin- 
tereſted, that ſhe could not harbour the leaſt doubt of 
my being the gentleman I appeared to be. Ihave in- 
deed (ſaid ſhe) purpoſely forbore to-aſk the particulars | 
© of his life, left the recapitulation of ſome misfor- 
tunes, which he has undergone, ſhould give him 
pain: And as to the article of his fortune, I own 


© myſelf equally afraid of inquiring into it, and of 


©: diſcovering the ſituation of my own, left we ſhould 
find ourſelves both unhappy in the explanation! 
& for alas! my proviſion 1s conditional, and depends 
* "_—— on my aufn with my brother's conſent. 

TAs 


Thunderſtruck with this intelligence, the light for- 
fook my eyes, the colour vaniſhed from my cheeks, 
and I remained in a ftate of univerſal trepidation !— 
My female friend perceiving my diſorder, encouraged 


asa further conſolation, let me know, that ſhe had 
and that although ſhe was no ſtranger to the preſent 


low ſtate of my finances, her love and eſteem were 
rather increaſed than diminiſhed by the knowledge 


this aſſurance, which ſaved me a world of confuſion 


one day to Narciffa ; and this I could not have done 
= without ſhame and diſorder. 


ous aſperſions of Melinda were diffufed all over the 
town, I reſolved to collect my whole ſtrength of 
aſſurance, to brow-beat the efforts of her malice, 
and to publiſh her adventure with the Frenchified 
barber, by way of repriſal.—— In the mean time, 


having promiſed to be at the garde n- gate about mid- 
night, Miſs Williams took her 147 bidding me re- 


ciſſa, which was as perfe ct as inviolable.— Before I 
went abroad I was viſited by Freeman, who came 
on purpoſe to acquaint me with the infamous ſtories, 
that were raiſed at my expence; I heard them with 
great temper, and in my turn informed him of every 


and among other things entertained him with the 
{tory of the barber, letting him know what ſhare his 
friend Banter had in that * He was convinced 
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me with aſſurances of Narcifſa's conſtancy, and the 
hope of ſome accident favourable toGur love; and 


acquainted my miſtreſs with the out- lines of my life; 


of my circumſtances I was greatly comforted by 


and anxiety: For I muſt have imparted my ſituation 


As I did not doubt that by this time, the 283 


poſe myſelf entirely on the affection of my dear Nar- 


thing that had happened between Melinda and me; 


of 
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of the injury my reputation had ſuffered, and no 
longer doubting the ſource from whence this deluge 
of ſlander had flowed upon me, undertook to unde- 
ceive the town in my behalf, and roll the ſtream back 
upon its origin ; but in the mean time cautioned me 
from appearing in public, while the prepoſſeſſion was 
ſtrong againſt me, leſt I ſhould meet with ſome af- 
front that might have bad conſequences. 


'$: H A Pp TY. 


T receive an extraordinary * at the * of the 
long room, which I however enter, and affront 
the Squire, who threatens to take the law of me 
——rebuke Melinda for her malice——— She 
weeps with vexation——Lerd Quiverwit is ſe- 
vere upon me J retort his ſarcaſm am 
received with the utmoſt tenderneſs by Narcaſſa, 

who deſires to hear the ſtory of my life 
wow eternal conſtancy to one another. 1 re- 
tire am waked by a meſſenger, who brings a 
8 from Quiverwit, whom J meet engages 


aud ee. 
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- Thanked him for his advice; which, however, 
my pride and reſentment would not permit me 
to follow; for he no ſooner left me, in order to do 
juſtice to my character among his friends and ac- - 
quaintance, 
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quaintance, than I ſallied out, and went directly to 
the long oom. I was met at the door by a ſervant, 
who preſented to me a billet without a ſubſcription, 


importing that my preſence was diſagreeable to the 
company, and deſiring I would take the hint without 


further diſturbance, and beſtow myſelf elſewhere for 


the future ——— This peremptory meſſage filled me 
with indignation. —] followed the fellow who de- 
livered it, and ſeizing him by the collar, in preſence 
of all the company, threatened to put him inſtantly 


to death, if he did not diſcoyer the ſcoundrel who | 


had charged him with ſuch an impudent commiſſion, 
that I might puniſh him as he deſerved. —— The 
meſſenger, affrighted at my menaces and. furious 
looks, fell upon his knees, and told me, that the 
gentleman who ordered him to deliver the letter 
was no other than Narciſſa's brother, who at that 
time ſtood at the other end of the room, talking to 
Melinda, —— I went up to him immediately, and in 
the hearing of his inamorara, accofted him in theſe 
words: Lookee, Squire, was it not for one conſide- 


ration that protects you from my reſentment, I 


* would cane you where you ſtand, for having had 
the preſumption to ſend me this ſcurrilous intima- 
'« tion,” which I tore to pieces and threw in his face; 
at the ſame time darting an angry regard at his mi- 
ſtreſs, and telling her, I was ſorry ſhe had put it out 
of my power to compliment her upon her invention, 
but at the expence of her good nature and veracity. 
Her admirer, whoſe courage never roſe but in 
proportion to the wine he had ſwallowed, inſtead 
of reſenting my addreſs in what is called an honour- 
able way, threatened to proſecute me for an aſſault, 
and took witneſſes accordingly ; while ſhe, piqued 
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at his pufilanimous behaviour, and enraged at the 


ſarcaſm I had uttered againſt her, endeavoured te 
make her quarrel a public cauſe, and wept aloud 
with ſpite and vexation.——— The tears of a lady 


could not fail of attracting the notice and concern 
of the ſpeQators, to whom ſhe complained of my 


rudeneſs, with great bitterneſs, ſaying, if ſhe was a 
man I durſt nat uſe her fo. The greateſt part 
of the gentlemen, already prejudiced againſt me, 
were offended at the liberty I had taken, as ap- 
peared from their looks; though none of them ſigni- 
fied their diſguſt any other way, except my Lord 
Quiverwit, who ventured to fay with a ſneer, that I 
was in the right to eſtabliſh my own charaQer, of 
which he had now no longer any doubt. Net- 
tled at this ſevere egui vogue, Which raiſed a laugh at 

my expance. 1 replied with ſome warmth, * I am 

© proud of having f in that particular got the ſtart of 

your lordſhip.” He made no anſwer to my 
repartee, but with a contemptuous ſmile, walked off, 
leaving me in a very diſagreeable ſituation. In 


vain did I make up to ſeveral people of my acquain- 


tance, whoſe converſation, I hoped, would baniſh 
my confuſion ; every body ſhunned me like a perſon 
infected, and I ſhould not have been able to bear my 
diſgrace, had not the idea of the ever faithful and 
fond Narciſſa come to my relief. I quitted the 
ſcene of my mortification, and ſauntering about the 
town, happened to wake from my contemplation, 
when I found myſelf juſt oppoſite to a toy-ſhop, which 
1 entered, and purchaſed a ring ſet with a ruby in 
the form of a heart, ſurrounded by diamond ſparks, 
for which I paid ten guineas, intending it r ING 


ſent to the charmer of my ſoul, 
; | vas 
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I was introduced, at the hour appointed, to this 
divine creature, who, notwithſtanding what ſhe had 
heard to my diſadvantage, received me with the ut- 
moſt confidence and tenderneſs ; and having been in- 
formed of the general ſketches of my life, by Miſs 
Williams, expreſſed a deſire of knowing the parti- 
cular circumſtances, which I related with great can- 
dour, omitting, however, ſome things which I con- 
cluded altogether improper for her ear, and which 
the reader's reflection will eaſily ſuggeſt ——— Ag 
my ſtory was little elſe than a recital of misfortunes, 
the tear of ſympathy ceaſed not to trickle from her in- 
chanting eyes, during the whole of the narration, 


which when I had finiſhed, ſhe recompenſed me for. 


my trouble with the moſt endearing proteſtations of 
eternal love. he bewailed her reſtricted 
condition, as it was the means of retarding my hap- 
pineſs ; told me, that Lord Quiverwit, by her bro- 
ther's permiſſion, had been to drink tea with her 
that very afternoon, and actually propoſed marriage; 
and ſeeing me extremely affected with this piece of 
information, offered to give me a convincing proof 


of her affeckion, by eſpouſing me in private, and 


leaving the reſt to fate. was penetrated with 
this inſtance of her regard, but that I might not be. 
outdone in generoſity, reſiſted the bewitching temp- 


tation, in conſideration of her honour and intereſt ; . 


at the ſame time, preſented my ring as a pledge of 
my inviolable attachment, and on my knees, implored 
heaven to ſhower its curſes on my head, if ever my 
heart ſhould entertain one thought unworthy of the 
paſſion that I then yowed. She received my 
token, gave me in return her picture in miniature, 
exquiſitely drawn and ſet in gold; and in the ſame 

Vol. II. . poſture 


— o s 2 * . — n 3 — 
wat 7 3 a : = : jo n 2 Sy 
Ear Ty n þ „ r 2 
0 . en * wee _ . _-, . 22 
5 JT . ry ns 2 x * — 4 4 — 1 3 
; nes. 3 - — : ES: bes 
— a 


2 Ie 4 


Wa r oF 
Cena" ay ot * 
K Toft — 


* 
o r 


2 
LIES r 
2 


* 


4 
1 
L FF 


** 
5 
7 
55 
& 4 


Wy 
2 

N 

8 

i : 
7 _ 
„ 
p 48 

a © 


fr 


5 242 The Adventures of 


Poſture called heayen to witneſs and to judge her 
flame.—— Our vows thus reciprocally ;breathed, a 
| confidence of hope enſued, and our mutual fond- 
| neſs becoming as intimate as innocence would allow, 
1 grew inſenſible of the progreſs of time, and it was 
| morning before I could tear myſelf from this darling 
: of my ſoul !—-—My good angel foreſaw what would 
happen, and prompted me to indulge myſelf on this 
occaſion, in conſideration of the fatal abſence I was 
Ws doomed to ſuffer. 

ll I u went to bed immediately on my return to my 
1 lodging, and having flept about two hours, was 
waked by Strap, who, in great .confuſion told me, 
there was a footman below with a letter for me, which 
he would deliver to no body but myſelf. ——Alarmed 
at this piece of news, I deſired my friend to ſhew him 
up to my chamber, and received a letter from him, 


which, he ſaid, required an immediate anſwer: Upon 
which I opened 1 it, and read 
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c HEN any man injures my honour, let 
84 the difference of rank between us be ever 


c ſo great; I am contented to wave the privilege of 
my quality, and ſeek reparation from him on equal 
terms. The inſolence of your reply to me yeſ- 
terday, in the long-room, I might have overlooked, 
had not your preſumptive emulation in a much more 
intereſting affair, and a diſcovery, which I made 
this morning, concurred in perſuading me to cha- 
ſtiſe your audacity with my ſword. ——If you, 
< therefore, have ſpirit enough to ſupport the cha- 
5 raQter you ne, you will not fail to wry 
the 
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In the morning. 


magiſterial haughtineſs. 
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the bearer immediately to a convenient whos; where 
s you ſhall be met by 
721 Quiverwit. 


Whether I was enervated by the love and favour 
of Narciſſa, or awed by the ſuperior ſtation of my 
antagoniſt, I know not, but I never had leſs inclina- 
tion to fight than at this time: However, finding 
there was a neceſſity for vindicating the reputation of 
my miſtreſs, as well as for aſſerting my own honour, 
I forthwith roſe, and dreſſing in a hurry, put on my 
ſword; bid Strap attend me, and ſet out with my con- 
ductor, curſing my bad fortune all the way, for 
having been obſerved in my return from my angel, 

for ſo I interpreted his lordſhip's diſcovery.— When 
I came within fight of my rival, his lackey told me, 


he had orders to ſtop ; upon which, I commanded 


Strap to halt alſo, while I walked forward; reſolved, 
if poſſible, to come to an explanation with my chal- 
lenger, before we ſhould come to battle. Nor 
was an opportunity wanting; for I no ſooner ap- 


proached, than he aſked, with a ftern countenance, 


what buſineſs I had in Mr. Tophall's garden, ſo early 
I don't know, my Lord, (ſaid I) 
© how to anſwer a queſtion. put to me with ſuch a 
If your lordſhip will 
<. pleaſe to expoſtulate calmly, you will have no cauſe 
© to repent of you condeſcenfion——Otherwiſe, I 
am not to be intimidated into any confeſſion.” 

There's no room for denial (anſwered he) I ſaw 
you come out with my own eyes. Did any 
6 
6 


other perſon ſee me? (ſaid I.) I neither know 
nor care (ſaid he) I want no other evidence than 
N chat of my own ſenſes.'——Pleaſed to hear that the 
M 2 ſuſpicion 


ſaying, Heavens! what title have you, or any man 


the mother who bore you; and J will aſſert her 
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ſuſpicion was confined to him alone, I endeavoured 
to appeaſe his jealouſy, by owning an intrigue with 
the waiting-maid ; but he had too much diſcernment 
to be ſo eaſily impoſed upon, and told me there was 
only one way to convince him of the truth of what 
J alleged; which was no other than renouncing 
all claim to Narcifſa upon oath, and promiſing upon 
honour, never to ſpeak to her for the future. 
Exaſperated at this propoſal, I unſheathed my ſword, 


© on earth to impoſe ſuch terms on me !* He did the 
fame, and making towards me with a contraQted 
brow, ſaid I was a villain, and had diſhonoured Nar- 
ciſſa. He's a ſcandalous villain (I replied in a 
© tranſport of fury) who brands me with that impu- 
© tation! She is a thouſand times more chaſte than 


* honour with my heart's blood! 90 ſaying, I 
ruſhed upon him with more eagerneſs than addreſs, 
and endeayouring to get within his point, received a 
wound in my neck, which redoubled my rage. —— 
He excelled me in temper as well as in ſkill, by 
which means he parried my thruſts with great calm- 
neſs, until I had almoſt exhauſted my ſpirits ; and 
when he perceived me beginning to flag, attacked 
me fiercely in his turn.——Finding himſelf however 
better oppoſed than he expected, he reſolved to fol- 
low his longe, and cloſe with me; accordingly his 
ſword entered my waſte-coat, on the ſide of the 
breaſt-bone, and running up between my ſhirt and 
ſkin, appeared over my left ſhoulder: I imagined 
that his weapon had perforated my lungs, and of con- 


ſequence, that the wound was mortal; therefore 


determined not to die unrevenged, I ſeized his ſhell, 
which 
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which was cloſe to my breaſt, before he could diſ- 
intangle his point, and keeping it faſt with my left 
hand, ſhortened my own ſword with my right, in- 
tending to run him through the heart ; but he re- 


ceived the thruſt in the left arm, which penetrated 


up to the ſhoulder-blade. — Diſappointed in this 
expectation, and afraid fill that death would fruftrate 
my revenge, I grappled with him, and being much 
the ſtronger, threw him upon the ground, where I 
wreſted his ſword out of his hand, and ſo great was 
my confuſion, inſtead of turning the point upon 
him, ſtruck out three of his fore-teeth with the hilt, 
In the mean time, our ſervants ſeeing us fall, 
run up to ſeparate and aſſiſt us; but before their 
approach, I was upon my feet, and had diſcovered 


that wy ſuppoſed mortal wound was only a ſlight 


ſcratch. The knowledge of my own ſafety diſarmed 
me of a good deal of my reſentment, and I began to 
enquire with ſome concern into the ſituation of my 
antagoniſt, who remained on the ground bleeding 
plentifully at his mouth and arm. — I helped his foot- 
man to raiſe him, and having bound up his wound 
with my handkerchief, aſſured him it was not dan- 
gerous; I likewiſe reſtored his ſword, and offered 
to ſupport him to his own houſe.— He thanked me 
with an air of ſullen dignity; and whiſpering to me, 
that I ſhould hear from him ſoon, went away lean- 
ing on his ſervant's ſhoulder. | 

I was ſurprized at this promiſe, which I conſtrued 
into a threat, and reſolved if ever he ſhould call me 
out again, to uſe whatever advantage fortune might 
give me over him, in another manner. ———]n the 
mean time, I had leiſure to take notice of Strap, who 


ſeemed quite ſtupified with horror; and (after having 


3 recovered 
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recovered him from his extaſy, with an aſſurance 
that I had received no damage) to explain the nature 
of this affair as we walked homeward. By that 
time I had got into my apartment, I found the 
wound in my neck ſtiff and uneaſy, and a good deal 
of clotted blood run down upon my ſhirt : Upon 
which I pulled off my coat and waſte-coat, and un- 
buttoned my collar, that I might dreſs it with more 
caſe. ——— My friend no ſooner perceived my ſhirt 
quite dyed with blood, than imagining I had got at 


| leaſt twenty dreadful wounds, he cried, «© O Jeſus! 


and fell flat on the floor. ſtopt the bleeding with 
a little dry lint, and applying a plaiſter over it, 
cleaned myſelf from the gore, ſhifted and dreſſed, 
while he lay ſenſeleſs at my feet; ſo that when he 
recovered and ſaw me perfectly well, he could ſcarce 
believe his own eyes. Now that the danger was 
paſt, I was very well pleaſed with what had hap 
pened, which I did not doubt; would foon become 
known, and conſequently dignify my character not 
a little in this place. ——T was alſo proud of having 
ſhewn myſelf, in ſome ſhape, worthy of the love of 
Narciſſa, who, I was perſuaded, would not think 
the worſe of me for what I had done. 
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CHAP. IX. 


Jan viſited by Freeman, with whom T appear in 


public, and am careſſed——am ſent for by Lord 
Quiverwit, whoſe preſence ] quit in a paſſion.— 
Narciſa is carried off by her brother] intend 
to purſue him, and am diſſuaded by my friend 
engage in play and loſe all my money | 
out for London——try my fortune at the gaming- 
table, without ſucceſs receive a- letter from 
Narcifa——6:lk my taylor. 


"HILE I entertained myſelf with theſe re- 
fleQions, the news of this duel being com- 


municated by ſome unknown channel, ſpread all over 


the town. - I was viſited by Freeman, who teſtified: 


his ſurprize at finding me, having been told that 


Lord Quiverwit being dead of his wounds, I had ab- 
ſconded, in order to avoid the cognizance of the 


law. I aſked if people. gueſſed the occaſion of the 


quarrel ; and underſtanding it was attributed to his 


lordſhip's reſentment of my reply in the long-room, 
confirmed that conjecture, glad to find Narciſſa un- 
ſuſpected. My friend, after I had aſſured him 
that my antagoniſt was in no danger, wiſhed me joy 
of the event, than which, he ſaid, nothing could 
happen more . to ſupport the idea he had 
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given of my character, to his friends, among whom 
he had been very aſſiduous in my behalf. 
On the ſtrength of this aſſurance, I went with 


him to the coffee-houſe, where I was ſaluted by a 
great many of thoſe very perſons who ſhunned me the 
preceding day.—— And I found every body making 
merry with the ſtory of Melinda's French gallant.— 
While I remained in this place, I received a meſſage 
from Lord Quiverwit, deſiring, if I was not engaged, 
to ſee me at his houſe. 

Thither I immediately repaired, and was conducted 
to an apartment where IJ was received by his lordſhip 
in bed——being left by ourſelves, he thanked me iti 
very polite terms, for having uſed the advantage for- 
tune had given me over him, with ſuch moderation 
and aſked pardon for any offence his reſentment 
might have prompted him to commit. I would 
* willingly, (ſaid he) make you my friend; but as it 
js impoſlible for me to diveſt myſelf of my paſſion 
for Narciſſa, I am too well convinced of your ſen- 
« timents, to think we ſhall ever agree on that ſubject. 
I took the liberty, therefore, of ſending for you, in 
order to own candidly, that I cannot help oppoſing 
« your ſucceſs with that young lady ; though at the 


* 


ſame time, I promiſe to regulate my oppoſition by 


the diQtates of juſtice and honour : This, however, 
I think proper to advertiſe you of, that ſhe has no 
independent fortune, and if you ſhould even ſuc- 
£ ceed in your addreſſes, you would have the morti- 
c fication to ſee her reduced to indigence, unleſs you 
have wherewithal to ſupport her And I am 
© credibly informed of you incapacity that way 
« Nay, I will confeſs, that, urged by this conſide- 


2 Fallon, I have actually ſent notice to her brother, 


of 
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of the progreſs I ſuſpe& you have made in her affec- 
< tion, and deſired him to take his precautions accord- 
« ingly. Alarmed and provoked at this informa- 
' tion, I told his lordſhip, that I did not ſee how he 
could reconcile that piece of conduct with his pro- 
feſſion of open dealing, and flung away from him 
in a paſſion. 

As I walked homeward, in hopes of hearing from 
my miſtreſs as uſual by means of Miſs Williams, I was 
ſurprized with the waving of a handkerchief, from 
the window of a coach and fix that paſſed by me at 
full ſpeed ; and upon further obſervation, I ſaw a 
ſervant on horſe-back riding after it, who, I knew by 
his livery, belonged to the Squire. Thunderſtruck 
with this diſcovery, the knowledge of my misfortune 
ruſhed all at once upon my reflection! I gueſſed im- 
mediately that the ſignal was made by the dear hand 
of Narciſſa, who being hurried away in conſequence 
of Lord Quivetwit's meſſage to her brother, had no 
other method of relating her diſtreſs, and imploring 
my aſſiſtance.—Frantick with this conjecture, I 
run to my lodging, ſnatched my piſtols, and ordered 
Strap to get poſt-horſes, with ſuch incoherence of 
| ſpeech and diſorder, that the poor valet, terrified with 
the ſuſpicion of another duel, inſtead of providing 
what I defired, went forthwith to Freeman, who be- 
ing informed of my behaviour, came ſtraight to my 
apartment, and. conjured me ſo pathetically to ac- 
quaint him with the cauſe of my uneaſineſs, that I 
could not refuſe to tell him my happineſs was fled 
with Narciſſa, and that I muſt retrieve her or periſh. 
He repreſented the madneſs of ſuch an undertaking, 
and endeavoured to divert me from it with great 
_— of — and reaſon: But all his argu- 
X 5 ments 
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ments would have been ineffectual, had he not put 
mein mind of the dependence I ought to have on 
the love of Narcifla, and attachment of her maid, 

which could not fail of finding opportunities enough 
to advertiſe me of their ſituation ; and at the ſame 
time, demonſtrated the injury my charmer's reputa- 
tion muſt ſuffer from my precipitate retreat. I was 
convinced and compoſed by theſe conſiderations: I 
appeared in publick with an air of tranquillity, was 
well received by the beſt company in town, and my 
misfortune taking air, condoled accordingly ; while 
I had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing Melinda ſo univerſally 
diſcountenanced, that ſhe was fain to return to Lon- 
don, in order to avoid the ſcoffs and cenſure of the 
ladies at Bath——But though the hope of hearing 
from the darling of my ſoul ſupported my ſpirits a 
little while, I began to be very uneaſy, when at the 
end of ſeveral weeks, I found that expectation diſap- 
pointed. ——In ſhort, melancholy and deſpondence 
took poſſeſſion of my ſoul; and repining at that pro- 
vidence, which by acting the ſtepmother towards me, 
kept me from the fruition of my wiſhes, I determined, 
in a fit of deſpair, to riſk all I had at the gaming- 
table, with a view of acquiring a fortune ſufficient to 
render me independent for life; or of plunging my- 
ſelf into ſuch a ſtate of miſery, as would effeQuually 
cruſh every ambitious hope t now tortured my 
imagination. 

Actuated by this fatal reſolution, "FRY in play, 
and after ſome turns of fortune, found myſelf, at 
the end of three days, worth a thouſand pounds; 
but it was not my intention to ſtop there, for which 
cauſe I kept Strap ignorant of my ſucceſs, and con- 


tinued my career, until I was reduced to five guineas, 
5 which 


— Aer... , "__ 


SA e IB a r G ee 
3 . & Nr 


the tidings with great equanimity. 


-amounted to thirty ſhillings only. 
leave of my friends, I embarked, Strap having. the 
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which I would have hazarded alſo, had TI not been 
aſhamed to fall from a bett of two hundred pounds 


to ſuch a petty ſum. 
Having thus executed my ſcheme, IT went home, 


amazed to find myſelf ſo much at eaſe, and informed 
my friend Strap of my miſchance, with ſuch calm- 
neſs, that he imagining I joked, affected to receive 


he and I found ourſelves miſtaken very ſoon; —— 


I had miſinterpreted my own ſtupidity into deliberate 


reſignation, and he had reaſon to believe me in ear- 
neſt, when he ſaw me next morning agitated with 


the moſt violent deſpair, which he endeavoured to 


alleviate with all the conſolation in his power. 
In one of my lucid intervals, however, I charged 


him to take a place in the ſtage coach for London; 


and in the mean time paid my debts in Bath, which 
Without taking 


good fortune to find a return horſe, and arrived in 
town, without having met with any thing remarkable 
on the road; ſave that, while we croſſed Bagſhot 


Heath, I was ſeized with a ſort of inclination to re- 
- trieve my fortune, by laying paſſengers under contri- 


bution, in ſome ſuch Place. My thoughts were 
ſo circumſtanced at this time, that I ſhould have di- 
geſted the crime of robbery, ſo righteouſly had I con- 
certed my plan, and ventured my life in the execu- 
tion, had I not been deterred by reflecting upon the 
infamy thatattends detection. 

The apartment I formerly lived in being unen- 
- gaged, I took poſſeſſion of it, and next day went in 


. queſt of Banter, who received me with open arms, 


in I of having his hone diſcharged to his 


liking; 


But both 
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252 . The Adventures of 
liking: But when he underſtood what had happened, 


his countenance changed of a ſudden, and he told 


me, with a dryneſs of diſpleaſure peculiar to himſelf, 
that if he was in my place, he would put it out of 
fortune's power to play him ſuch another trick, and 
. be avenged of his own indiſcretion at once. 
When I defired him to explain his meaning, he 
pointed to his neck, raiſed himſelf on his tip-toes, 
and was going away without any further ceremony, 
when I put him in mind of my indigence, and de- 
manded the five guineas I had formerly lent him, 
Five guineas! (cried he) Zounds! had you acted 
with common prudence you might have had twen- 
ty thouſand in your pocket by this time. I | 
depended upon five hundred from you, as much as 
if J had had notes for it in the bank; and by all the 


a M =» „ 


I was neither pleaſed nor convinced by this com- 
putation, and inſiſted on my right with ſuch deter- 
mined obſtinacy, that he was fain to alter his tone, 
and appeaſe my clamour, by aſſuring me, that he 
was not maſter of five ſhillings. 
ſtreſs, generally promotes good underſtanding among 
people; from being a dun, I deſcended to be a cli- 
ent, and aſked his advice about repairing my loſſes. 
lee counſelled me to have recourſe again to 
the gaming table, where I had ſucceeded fo well 
before, and to put myſelf in a condition, by ſelling 
my watch. followed his directions, and having 
accommodated him with a few pieces, went to the 
place, where I loſt every ſhilling. 

L. returned to my lodgings full of deſperate reſolu- 
tion, and having made Strap acquainted with my fate, 
ordered him to pawn my ſword immediately, that I 


might 


rules of equity, you are indebted to me for that ſum.* 


Society in di- 


of finding and relieving you. 


about this time.” 
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might be enabled to make another effort. —— This 
affectionate creature no ſooner underſtood my purpoſe, 
than ſeized with inſuppreſſable ſorrow at the proſpect 
of my miſery, he burſt into tears, and aſked what 
I propoſed to do after the ſmall ſum he could raiſe 
on the ſword ſhould be ſpent: * On my own ac- 
count (ſaid he) I am quite unconcerned ; for while 


God ſpares me health and theſe ten fingers, I can 


e earn a comfortable ſubſiſtence any where; but 
* what muſt become of you, who have leſs humility 


© to ſtoop, and more appetites to gratify.——Here I 
interrupted him, by faying, with a gloomy aſpect, 


I could never want a reſource while I had a loaded 
piſtol in poſſeſſion. —Stupified with horror, at this 
dreadful inſinuation, he ſtood mute for ſome time, 
and then broke out into * God of his infinite mercy 


enable you to withſtand that temptation of the 
© devil. —conſider your immortal ſoul! 


© there's no repentance in the grave !*—P—O Lord! 
that ever it ſhould come to this—Are we not en- 
joined to reſign ourſelves to the will of heaven? 
where is your patience ? Durum patientia frango 
you are but a young man there may be 
many good things in ſtore for you accidit in 
puncto, quid non ſperatur in anno remember your 
uncle, Mr. Bowling ; perhaps he is now on his 
voyage homeward, pleaſing himſelf with the hopes 


—Nay, peradven- 
ture he is already arrived, the ſhip was expected 


A ray of hope ſhot athwart 
the darkneſs of my ſoul, at this ſuggeſtion ; I thank- 
ed my friend for his ſeaſonable recollection, and after 


baving promiſed to take no reſolution till his return, 
diſmiſſed him to Wapping for intelligence. 
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In his abſence I was viſited by Banter, who being 
informed of my bad luck at play, told me, that for- 
tune would probably be one day weary of perſecut- 
ing me, In the mean time, (ſaid he) here's a letter 
© for you, which I received juſt now ineloſed in one 


from Freeman.'——I ſnatched it with eagerneſs, 
and knowing the ſuperſcription to be of Narciſſa's 
hand-writing, kiſſed it with tranſport; and n 
opened it, read 


c T is with great difficulty, that J have ſtolen 
6 from the obſervation of thoſe ſpies who are 
« ſetover me, this opportunity of telling you, that J 
© was ſuddenly carried away from Bath, by my bro- 
© ther, who was informed of our correſpondence by 
Lord Quiverwit, whom, I fince underſtand, you 
© have wounded in a duel on my account. ——As.] 
am fully convinced of your honour and love, I hope 
© ] ſhall never hear of ſuch deſperate proofs of either 
for the future i am ſo ſtrictly watched, that it 
vill be impoſſible for you to ſee me, until my bro- 
«© ther's ſuſpicion ſhall abate, or heaven contrive 
« ſome other unforeſeen event in our behalf. —— In 


© the mean time, you may depend on the nr 
s and affection of 
Your own 
NARCI88 A. 


P. S. Miſs Williams, who is my fellow priſoner, 

« defires to be remembered to you——We are 

both in good health, and only in pain for you, 

eſpecially, as it will be impraQicable for you 

to convey any meſſage or letter to the place of 

our confinement for which reaſon, pray 5 
1 


ſ a KX „ 


— 
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c {iſt from the attempt, that by miſcarrying muſt 
« prolong our captivity. 
N 


| This kind letter afforded me great conſolation : I 


' communicated it to Banter, and at the ſame time, 


ſhewed him her picture: He approved her beauty and 
good ſenſe, and could not help owning, that my ne- 
gle& of Miſs Snapper was excuſable, when Toh a 
fine creature engroſſed my attention. 

[ began to be reconciled to my fate, and Me EY 


that if I could contrive means of ſubſiſting until my 


uncle ſhould arrive, in caſe he was not already at 
home, that he would enable me to do ſomething 
effectual in behalf of my love and fortune I 


therefore conſulted Banter about a preſent ſupply, 


who no ſooner underſtood that I had credit with a 
taylor, than he adviſed me take off two or three ſuits 


of rich cloaths and convert them into caſh, by ſelling 


them at half price to a ſaleſman in Monmouth-ſtreet. 
— Il was a little ſtartled at his propoſal, which I 


thought ſavoured a little of fraud ; but he rendered 


it palatable, by obſerving, that in a few months, I 
might be in a condition to do every body juſtice; and 
in the mean time, I was acquitted by the honeſty of 
my intention] ſuffered myſelf to be perſuaded by 


his ſalvo, by which my neceſſity, rather that my 
judgment, was convinced ; and when I found there 


were no accounts of the ſhip in which my uncle em- 
barked, actually put the ſcheme in practice, and 


raiſed by it five and twenty guineas, Paying him for 
his advice with the odd five. 
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CHAP. IX. 


I am arreſted carried to the Marſhalſea— 
find my old acquaintance beau Fackſsn in that 
Jail he informs me of his adventures——— 
Strap arrives, and with difficulty is comforted 
en introduces me to à poet I ad- 
mire his converſation and capacity am deeply 
affefted with my mi fortune Strap hires 
himſelf as a journeyman barber. 


UT this expedient was in a few weeks attended 
with a conſequence I did not foreſee : a player 
having purchaſed one of the ſuits which were expoſed 
to ſale, appeared in it on the ſtage one night, while 


He knew it immediately, and enquiring minutely into 
the affair, diſcovered my whole contrivance : upon 
which he came to my lodgings, and telling me that he 


was very much ſtraitened for want of money, pre- 


ſented his bill, which amounted to 50 |.—Sarprized at 
this unexpected addreſs, I affected to treat him cava- 
herly, ſwore ſome oaths, aſked if he doubted. my 
honour, and, telling him I ſhould take care who 

dealt with for the future, bid him come again in 
three days. He obeyed me punctually, demand- 
ed his money, and finding himſeif amuſed with 
bare promiſes, arreſted me that very day i in the ſtreet. 


—— 
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[I was not much ſhocked at this adventure, 
which, indeed, reſcued me from a horrible ſuſpence 
in which I had lived ſince his firſt viſit. I refuſed 
to go to a ſpunging-houſe, where I had heard there 
was nothing but the moſt flagrant impoſition ; and 


a coach being called, I was carried to the Marſhalſea, 
attended by a bailiff and his follower, who were very 


much diſappointed and chagrined at my reſolution. 


The turnkey gueſſing, from my appearance, 
that I had got money in my pocket, received me with 
the repetition of the Latin word aepone, and gave 
me to underſtand, that I muſt pay before-hand for 
the apartment I ſhould chuſe to dwell in.———TI 
deſired to ſee his conveniencies, and hired a ſmall 


paultry bed- chamber, for a crown a week, which, 


in any other place, would not have let at eighteen- 
pence.—— Having taken poſſeſſion of this diſmal 


habitation, I ſent for Strap, and my theughts were 


buſied in collecting matter of conſolation to that 
faithful ſquire, when ſome body knocked at my door, 
which I no ſooner opened, than a young fellow enter- 
ed, in very ſhabby cloaths and marvellous foul 
linen. After a low bow, he called me by my name, 
and aſked if I had forgot him. His voice aſſiſted 
me in recollecting this perſon, whom I ſoon cognized 
to be my old acquaintance beau Jackſon, of whom 
mention is made in the firſt part of my memoirs. —— 
I faluted him, expreſſed my ſatisfaction at finding 
him alive, and condoled with him on' his preſent 
ſituation; which, however, did not ſeem to affect 
him much, for he laughed very heartily at the occa- 
ſion of our meeting ſo unexpectedly in this place. 
After our mutual compliments were over, I enquir- 
ed about his amour with the Lady of fortune, which 
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ſeem'd to be ſo near an happy concluſion when I had 
the pleaſure of ſeeing him laſt: and after an immo- 


derate fit of laughter, he gave me to underſtand, 


that he had been egregiouſly bit in that affair.—— 
© You mult know, (ſaid he) that a few days after 
© our adventure with the bawd and her b ches, 
I found means to be married to that ſame fine lady 


& 
C 
© lodgings, ſo much to her ſatisfaction, that early 

in the morning, after a good deal of ſniveling 
and ſobbing, ſhe owned, that ſo far from being 
an heireſs of a great fortune, ſhe was no other than 

a common woman of the town, who had decoyed 
me into matrimony, in order to enjoy the priviledge 
of a femme couverte; and that, unleſs I made 
my eſcape immediately, I ſhould be arreſted for a 
debt of her contracting, by bailiffs employed and 
inſtructed for that purpoſe.— Startled at this 
intimation, I got up in a twinkling, and taking 
leave of my ſpouſe with ſeveral hearty damns, got 

| fafe into the verge of the court, where 1 kept 


man of war at Portſmonth; for which place I 
ſet out on a Sunday, went on board of my ſhip, 
in which I ſailed to the Straits, where I had the 
good fortune to be made ſurgeon of a floop that 
came home in a few months after, and was put 
out of commiſſion :: whereupon I came to London 
imagining myſelf forgotten and. freed from 
my wife and her creditors ; but had not been in 
town a week before I was arreſted for a debt of 
her's amounting to 20/. and brought to this 
place, where I have been fixd, by another action 


lince that time. However, you know my 
+ diſpoliticn 3 


FK K K © CY * * 


you ſpeak of, and paſſed the night with her, at her : 


ſnug until I was appointed ſurgeon's mate of a 


2 


23 we 8 a” 


Q 


RoDERICK RanDom. 259 


e diſpoſition; I defy care and anxiety; and being 
c on the half-pay liſt, make ſhift to live here tolera- 
c bly eaſy. I congratulated him on his phyloſo- 
phy, and remembring that I was in his debt, repaid 
the money he formerly lent me, which, I believe, 
was far from being unſeaſonable. I then enquired 
about the oeconomy of the place, which he explain- 
ed to my ſatisfaction; and after we had agreed to 
meſs together, he was juſt going to give orders for 
dinner when Strap arrived. | 

I never in my life ſaw ſorrow ſo extravagantly 
expreſſed in any countenance, as in that of my ho- 
neſt friend, which was, indeed, particularly adapted 
by nature for ſuch impreſſions. Being left by ourſelves, 
I communicated to him my diſaſter, and endeavour- 
ed to conſole him with the ſame arguments he had 
formerly ufed to me, withal repreſenting the fair 
chance I had of being relieved, in a ſhort time by 
Mr. Bowling.——But his grief was unutterable ; 
heſeemed to give attention without liſtening, and rung 
his hands in filence; ſo that I was in a fair way of 
being infected with his behaviour, when Jackſon 
returned, and perceiving the deference I paid to 
Strap, altho' in a footman's habit, diſtributed his 
crumbs of comfort with ſuch mirth, jollity and un- 
concern, that the features of the diſtreſſed ſquire 
relaxed by degrees, he recovered the uſe of ſpeech, 
and began to be a little more reconciled to this la- 


mentable event——We dined together on boiled 
beef and greens, brought from a cook's ſhop in the 


neighbourhood : and altho' this meal was ſerved up 
in a manner little correſponding with the ſphere of 
life in which I had lately lived, I made a virtue of 
necellity, eat with good appetite, and treated my 
1 1 friends 
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friends with a bottle of wine, which had the defired 
effect, of increaſing the good humour of my fellow- 
priſoner, and exhilirating the ſpirits of Strap, who 
now talked of my misfortune en Cavalier, 

After dinner Jackſon left us to our private affairs ; 
when I deſired my friend to pack up all our things, 


and carry them to ſome cheap lodging he ſhould 


chuſe for himſelf in the neighbourhood of the 


Marſhalſea, after he had diſcharged my lodging, 


for which I gave him money.———T likewiſe re- 
commended to him the keeping my misfortune ſecret, 
and ſaying to my landlord, or any other who ſhould 
enquire for me, that I was gone into the country 
for a few weeks: at the ſame time I laid ſtrong 


injunctions upon him to call every ſecond day upon 


Banter, in caſe he ſhould receive any letters for me 
from Narciſſa, by the canal of Freeman; and by 
all means to leave a direction for himſelf, at my 
uncle's lodgings in Wapping, by which I might be 
found when my kinſman fhould arrive. 

When he departed to execute theſe orders, (which, 
by the bye, were punctually performed that very 
night) I found myſelf ſo little ſeaſoned to my ſituati- 
on, that I dreaded reflection and ſought ſhelter from 
it in the company of the beau, who, promiſing to 
regale me with a. lecture upon taſte, conducted me 
to the common ſide, where I ſaw a number of naked 
miſerable wretches aſſembled together. —— We had 
not been here many minutes when a figure appeared, 


 wrapp'd in a dirty rug, tyed about his loins. with two 


Pieces of lift, of different colours, knotted together ; 
having a black buſhey beard, and his head covered 
with a huge maſs of brown perriwig, which ſeemed 
to have been raviſhed from the crown of ſome {care- 

crow. 
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crow.—This apparition, ſtalking in with great ſolem- 
nity, made a profound bow to the audience, who ſigni- 
—_ their approbation by a general reſponſe of, How 
* d'ye do, doctor. He then turn'd toward us, and ho- 
noured Jackſon) with a particular ſalutation, upon which 
my friend, in a formal manner, introduced him to 
me,. by the name of Mr. Melopoyn. This ce- 
remony being over, he advanced into the middle 
of the congregation, which crowded around him, 
and heming three times, to my utter aſtoniſhment, 
pronounced with great ſignificance of voice and 
geſture, a very elegant and i ingenious diſcourſe upon 
the difference between genius and taſte, illuſtrating 
his aſſertions with apt quotations from the beſt au- 
thors, antient as well as modern. When he had 
finiſhed his harangue, which laſted a full hour, he 
bowed again to the ſpectators; not one of whom 
(I was informed) underſtood ſo much as a ſentence 
of what he uttered. They manifeſted, however, 
their admiration and eſteem by voluntary contributi- 
on, which, Jackſon told me, one week with another, 
amounted to eighteen pence. — This moderate ſtipend, 
together with ſome ſmall preſents that he received for 
making up differences, and deciding cauſes a- 
mongſt the priſoners, juft enabled him to breathe and 
walk about in the groteſque figure I have deſcribed. 
I underſtood alſo, that he was an excellent 
Poet, and had compoſed a tragedy, which was allow- 
ed, by every body who had ſeen it, to be a perfor- 
mance of great merit ; that his learning was infinite, 
his morals unexceptionable, and his modeſty invinci- 
ble. Such a character could not fail of attraQ- 
ing my regard ; T longed impatiently to be better ac- 
quainted * him, aud deſired Jackſon would en- 
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gage him to ſpend the evening in my apartment. 
My requeſt was granted, he favoured us with his 
company, and in the courſe of our converſation, 


— —— 


perceiving that J had a ſtrong paſſion for the Belles 


Lettres, acquitted himſelf ſo well on that ſubject, 
that I expreſſed a fervent deſire of ſeeing his produc- 
tions ———In this too he gratified my inclination: 
— he promiſed to bring his tragedy to my room next 
day, and in the mean time, entertained me with ſome 
detached pieces, which gave me a very advantageous 
idea of his poetical talent ——Among other things 
J was particularly pleaſed with ſome elegies, in imita- 
tion of Tibullus; one of which I beg leave to ſub- 
mit to the reader, as a ſpecimen of his complexion 
and capacity. 


L 
HERE now are all my flatt' ring dreams of 
"Ros +; 
Monimia, give my ſoul her wonted reſt — 
Since firſt thy beauty fix'd my roving eye, 
Heart-gnawing cares corrode my penſive breaſt ! 
Let happy lovers fly where pleaſures call, 
With feſtive ſongs beguile the fleeting hour; 
Lead beauty thro' the mazes of the ball, 
Or preſs her wanton in love's: roſeate bow'r. 
LL III. gn 
For me no more I'll range th' empurpled mead, 


Where ſhepherds pipe, and virgins dance around; 


Nor wander thro' the woodbine's fragrant — 


To hear the muſic of the groves reſound. DN; 
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, . 
ll ſeek ſome lonely church, or dreary hall, 
Where fancy paints the glimm'ring taper blue. 
Where damps hang mould' ring on the ivy'd wall, 
And ſheeted ghoſts dring up the midnight dew: 
. 4 


There leagu'd with Hopeleſs anguiſh and —_— 
A-while in filence o'er my fate repine ; 
Then with a long farewell to love and care, 
To kindred duſt my weary limbs conſign. 
VI. 
Wilt thou, Monimia, ſhed a gracious tear 
On the cold grave where all my ſorrows reſt ? 


Wilt thou ſtrew flow'rs, applaud my love ſincere, 
And bid the turf lie light upon my breaſt! 


T was wonderfully affected with this pathetic com- 
Plaint, which ſeemed ſo well calculated for my own 
diſappointment in love, that I could not help attach- 
ing the-idea of Narcifla to the name of Monimia, 
and of forming ſuch melancholy preſages of my paſ- 
fon, that I could not recover my tranquillity; and 


Pared me for a profound ſleep that I could not other- 
wiſe have enjoyed. —— Whether theſe impreſſions 
invited and introduced a train. of other melancholy 
reflections, or my fortitude was all exhauſted in the 
effort I made againſt defpondence, the firft day of my 
impriſonment, I cannot determine; but I awaked' in 
the horrors, and found my imagination haunted with 
ſuch diſmal apparitions, that I was ready to deſpair: 

and believe the reader will own, that I had 


was fain to have recourſe to the bottle, which pre- 
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of theſe gloomy apprehenſions by the arrival of Strap, 
who contributed not a little to the re-eſtabliſhment of 


my peace, by letting me know that he had hired him- 


ſelf as a journeyman- barber; by which means he would 


not only ſave me a conſiderable expence, but even 


make ſhift to lay up ſomething for my ſubſiſtence af. 
ter my money ſhould be ſpent, in caſe I ſhould not 
be relieved before. 


C I A P. LXII. 


1 read Melopoyn's tragedy, and conceive a vaſt 


opinion of his genius———he recounts his aduen- 


rures. 


: HILE we eat our breakfaſt together, J ac- 
/ quainted him with the character and con- 
dition of the poet, who came in with his play at that 
inſtant, and imagining we were engaged about buſi- 
neſs, could not be prevailed upon to fit ; but leaving 
his performance, went away.—— My friend's tender 
heart was melted at the ſight of a gentleman and chri- 
ſtian (for he had a great veneration for both theſe 
epithets) in ſuch miſery; and aſſented with great 


chearfulneſs to a propoſal I made of cloathing him 


with our ſuperfluities; a taſk with which he charged 


| himſelf, and departed immediately to perform it. 


He was no ſooner gone, than I locked my door 
and ſat down to the tragedy, which I read to the end 


with 


* 
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with vaſt pleaſure, not a little amazed at the conduct 
of the managers who had rejected it. The fable, 
in my opinion was well choſen, and naturally con- 
ducted, the incidents intereſting, the characters 
beautifully contraſted, ſtrongly marked, and well ſup- 
ported; the diction poetical, ſpirited and correct; 
the unities of the drama maintained with the moſt 
ſcrupulous exactneſs; the opening gradual and en- 
gaging; the II. ſurprizing, and the cataſtrophe 
affecting: In ſhort, I judged it by the laws of Ari- 
ſtotle and Horace, and could find nothing in it excep- 
tionable, but a little too much embelliſhment in ſome 


faction, by a quotation from Ariſtotle's poetics, im- 

porting, that the leaſt intereſting parts of a poem, 

| ought to be raiſed and dignified by the charm and 
| Energy of diction. 

I revered his genius and was ſeized with an eager 


ſo unworthy of his merit. At that inſtant Strap 
returned with a bundle of cloaths, which I ſent with 
my compliments to'Mr. Melopoyn, as a ſmall token 


4 of my regard, and deſired the favour of his company 
"3 He accepted my preſent and invi- 


to dinner. 
tation, and in leſs than half an hour made his appear- 
ance 1n a decent dreſs, which altered his figure very 


| 3 much to his advantage.——1 perceived by his coun- 


tenance, that his heart was big with gratitude, and 


"© endeavoured: to prevent his acknowledgements, by 
= | aſking pardon for the liberty J had taken; he made 1 no 


reply, but with an aſpect full of admiration. and 
efteem, bowed to the ground, while the tears guſhed 
from his eyes. Affected with theſe ſymptoms of 
an ingenious mind, I ſhifted the converſation from this 

Yor. It. 5 ſüubject, 


few places, which objection he removed to my ſatis- 
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curioſity to know the particular events of a fortune 
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ſubject, and complimented him on his performance, 
which I aſſured him, afforded me infinite pleaſure. 
My approbation made him happy; dinner being 
| ſerved, and Jackſon arrived, I begged their permiſ- 
ſion for Strap to fit at table with us, after having in- 
formed them, that he was a perſon to whom I was 
extremely obliged ; they were kind enough to grant 
that favour, and we eat together with great harmony 
aud ſatisfaction. CES 5 || 
Our meal being ended, I expreſſed my wonder at 
the little regard Mr. Melopoyn had met with from the 
world; and ſignified a deſire of hearing how he had 
been treated by the managers of the play-houſes, to 
whom, I underſtood from Jackſon, he had offered 
his tragedy without ſucceſs. ——* There is ſo little 
entertaining in the incidents of my life (ſaid he) 
© that I am ſure the recital will not recompence your 
attention; but ſince you diſcover an inclination to 
© know them, I underſtand my duty too well to diſ- 
s appoint your deſire.” 


being by the narrowneſs of his circumſtan- 
ces, hindered from maintaining me at the univerſity, 
took the charge of my education upon himſelf, and 
laboured with ſuch induſtry and concern in the un- 
dertaking, that Thad little cauſe to regret the want of 
: public maſters. Being at great pains to conſult 
my natural byaſs, he diſcovered in me betimes, an 
- inclination for poetry ; upon which he recommended 
to me an intimate acquaintance with the claſlics, in 
the cultivation of which he aſliſted me with paternal 
zeal and uncommon erudition —— When he thought 
me ſufficiently acquainted with the antients, he di- 
- ._ rected 


% 


M* Father, who was a curate in the country, 
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reed my ſtudies to the beſt modern authors, French 
and Italian as well as Engliſh, and laid a particular 
injunction upon me, to make myſelf maſter of my 
mother tongue. 

About the age of en, I grew ambitious of 
ukdettabiag! a work of fome conſequenice ; and with 
my father's approbation, actually planned the tragedy 
you have read; but before I had finiſhed” four acts, 
that indulgent parent died, and left my- mother and 
me in very indigent circumſtances,——A near rela- 
tion compaſſionating our diſtreſs, took us into his 
family, where Ibrought my fable to a concluſion; 
and ſoon after, my mother quitted this life. 


When my ſorrow for this melancholy event had ſub= 


ſided, I told my kinſman, Who Was a farmer, that 
having paid my laſt duty to my Parent, I had now no 
attachment to detain me in the country, and therefore 
was refolved to ſet out for London, and offer my 
play to the'ftage; where 1 did not doubt of acquiring 
a large ſhare of fame a8 well as fortune; in which 
cafe I ſhould not be unmindful of my friends and 
benefactors.— My couſin was rzviſhed with the 
proſpect of my felicity, and willingly contributed 


towards the expence of fitting me out for my ex 5 
dition. Dabei ene eee 


14% 


* Atcotdigly” I took a place i in the waggoi, and ar- 
rived in town, where [ hired an apartment in a garret, 
willing to live as frugally as poſſibly, until I ſhould 
know what I had to expect from nl manager, to 
whom 1 intended to offer my play. — For though 
I. looked upan myſelf as perfectly ſecure of a good 
reception, i L agining that a patentee would be as 
eager to receive, as I to preſent my production; 1 
did not know whether or not he might be pre· engaged 
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in favour of another author, which would certainly 
retard my ſucceſs. — On this conſideration too, I 
determined to be ſpeedy in my application, and even 
to wait upon one of the managers, the very next 
day. For this purpoſe, I enquired of my landlord, 
if he knew where either, or both of them lived ; 

and be being curious to know my buſineſs, and at the 
ſame time, appearing to be a very honeſt friendly 
man (a tallow-chandler) 1 made him acquainted with 
my deſign ; upon which he told me, that I went the 
wrong way to work ; ; that I would not. find. ſuch eaſy 
acceſs to a manager as 1. imagined ; and that if I de- 
livered my performance without proper recommenda- 
tion, it would be as one to a thouſand if ever it 
ſhould be minded. Take my advice (ſaid 
he) and your buſineſs i is done. One of the pa- 
© tentees is A good. catholick, as J am, and uſes the 
« ſame father who eonfeſſes me. ——1 will make you 
* acquainted with this good prieſt, who i is an excel- 
© lent ſcholar, and if he ſhall approve of your play, 


his recommendation will go a great way in deter- 


mining Mr. Supple to bring i it on the ſtage. 
I applauded his expedient, and was introduced to the 
friar, who haying peruſed . the tragedy, was pleaſed 
to ſignify his approbation, and commended me in 


particular, for having avoided all reſlections upon re- 


ligion. He promiſed to uſe all his influence 
with his ſon Supple, in my behalf, and to inform 
himſelf that very day, when it would be proper for 
me to wait upon him with the piece.- He was 
punctual in performing his engagement, and next 
morning gave me to underſtand, that he had r menti- 
oned my affair to the manager, and that I bad 5 no more 
to do, than to go to his houſe any time in the fore- 

noon, 


- 


very entertaining. 
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noon, and make uſe of his name, upon which I 
would find immediate admittance——1 took his ad- 
vice, put my performance in my boſom, and having 
received directions, went immediately to the houſe of 
Mr. Supple, and knocked at the door, that had a 
wicket in the middle, faced with a net-work of iron, 
through whith a ſervant having viewed me ſome time, 
demanded to know my buſineſs. —T told him my 
buſineſs was with Mr. Supple, and that I came from 
Mr. O Varniſh. He examined my appearance once 
morez then went away returned in a few minutes, 
and ſaid his maſter was buſy and could not be ſeen. 
—— Although I was a little mortified at my diſap- 
pointment, I was perſuaded that my reception Was. 
owing to Mr. Supple's ignorance of my errand; and 
that 1 might meet with no more obſtructions of the 
fame kind, I deſired Mr. O Varniſh to be my intro- 
ductor the next time He complied with my requeſt, 


and obtained immediate admittance to the manager, 


who received me with the utmoſt civility, and pro- 
miſed to read my play with the firſt convenience. 


By his own appointment I called again i in a fortnight, 


but he was gone out ; I returned in a week after, and 
the poor gentleman was extremely ill; T renewed m 
viſit in a fortnight after that, and he aſſured me; he 


had been fo much fatigued with buſineſs, that he 


had not been able as yet to read it to an end; but 
he would take the firſt opportunity; and in the mean 
time, obſerved, that what he had yet ſeen of it was 


-I comforted myſelf with this 
declaration a few Weeks longer, at the end of which 


J appeared again before his wicket, was let in, and 


found him laid up with the gout. I no ſooner en- 
wee his chamber, than looking at me with a lan- 
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guiſhing eye, he pronounced, „Mr. | 1 I'm 
heartily ſorry for an accident that has happened 
during my iflneſs- you muſt know, that my eldeſt 


* 


the dining- room, where [1 uſed to read it, carried 
it into the kitchen, and leaying i it there, a negligent 
© wench of a cook-maid, miſtaking it for waſte- 
paper, has expended i it all but a few leaves in ſinge- 


a «a „ 


ing fowls upon the ſpit——But I hope the misfor- 


tune is not irrepairable, lance, no doubt, mou have 
* ſeveral copies. 

J proteſt to you, my good fiend Mr 1 
was extremely ſhocked at this information but the 
good-natured gentleman | ſeemed to be ſo much af-. 
fected with my misfortune, that 1 ſuppreſſed my con- 
cern, and told him, that altho' I had not another 
copy, Iſhould be able to retrieve the loſs by writing 


another from my memory, which was very tenacious. 


You cannot imagine how; well pleaſed Mr. Supple 
was at this aſſurance ; he begged I would {et about 


it immediately, and carefully revolve, and recollect 


every circumſtance, before I pretended, to commit it 


to paper, that it might be the ſame individual play 
that he had peruſed. ——Encouraged by this i injunc- 


tion, which plainly demonſtrated how much he inter- 
eſted himſelf in the affair, I taſked my remembrance 
and induſtry, and in three weeks produced the exact 
image of the fermer, which was conveyed to him by 


my good friend father O Varniſh, who let me know 


next day, that Mr. Supple would reviſe it ſuperfici- 
ally, in order to judge of its ſameneſs with the other, 
and then give his final anſwer. ——Fox this examina- 


tion 1 allotted a week; and in full confidence of _ 
ſeeing it. acted! in a little while, demanded an audi- 


Ence 


boy, finding your manuſcript upon the table, in 
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ence of che manager, when that term was expired. 
— —PBut alas! the ſeaſon had ſlipt away inſenſibly; 
he convinced me that if my play had been put into 
rehearſal at that time, it could not have been ready for 
performing, until the end of March, when the be- 
nefit nights come on; conſequently it would have 
interfered with the intereſt of the players, whom! it. 
was not my buſineſs to diſoblige. 

[ was fain to acquieſce in theſe reaſons, which to 
be ſure were extremely juit! and to reſerve my per- 
formance to the next ſeaſon, when he hoped I would 
not be ſo unlucky. - Although it WAS 2 grievous 
diſappointment to me, who by this time, began to 
want both money and neceſſaries; having, on the 
ſtrength of my expectation from the theatre, launched 
out into ſome extravagancies, by which the ſum 1 


brought to town was already almoſt confumed.—In-, 


deed, I ought to be aſhamed at this circumſtance of 


my conduct: For my finances. were ſufficient, with. 


good economy, to have maintained me comfortably 
a whole year. You will perhaps be amazed when! 
I tell. you, that in fix months, I expended not a far- 
thing leſs than ten guineas: But when one conſiders 


the temptations to which a young man is expoſed in 


this great city, eſpecially if he is addicted to plea» 


ſure as | am, the wonder will vaniſh, or at leaſt abate. 


—— Nor was the cauſe of my concern limited to my 
own ſituation entirely: I had wrote an account of my 
good reception to my kinſman the farmer, and de- 
fired him to depend upon me for the money he had 


kindly accommodated me with, about the end of 
February: which promiſe I now found myſelf una- 


ble to perform.— 


However, there was no remedy 


but pi ag I applied to my landlord, who was a 
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very good -natured man, candidly owned my diſtreſs, 
and begged his advice in laying down ſome plan for 
my ſubſiſtence.———He readily promiſed to conſult 
his confeſſor on this ſubject, and in the mean time, 
told me, I was welcome to lodge and board with 
him, until fortune ſhould put it in my power to make 


reſtitution. - 
Mr. O Varniſh being informed of my neceſſity, 


offered to introduce me to the author of a weekly 
paper, who, he did not doubt, would employ me in 
that way, - provided he ſhould find me duly qualified; 
but upon enquiry, I underſtood, that this journal 
was calculated to foment diviſions in the common- 
wealth, and therefore 1 defired to be excuſed from 
engaging in it.—— He then propoſed that I ſhould 
write ſomething in the poetical way, which I might 
diſpoſe of to a bookſeller for a pretty ſum of ready 
money, and perhaps eſtabliſh my own character into 
the - bargain ; this event would infallibly procure 
friends; and my tragedy. would appear next ſeaſon 
to the beſt advantage, by being ſupported both by 
intereſt and reputation. ——I was charmed with this 
proſpect, and having heard what friends Mr. Pope 
acquired by his paſtorals, ſet about a work of that 
Wl _ kind, and in leſs than fix weeks, compoſed as many 
1 eclogues, which I forthwith offered to an eminent 
bookſeller, who defired I would: leave them for his 
64 peruſal, and he would give me an anſwer in two 
| days.——At the end of that time, I went to him, 
when he returned the poems, telling me, they would. 
not anſwer his purpoſe, and ſweetned his refuſal, by 
ſaying there were ſome good clever lines in them. — 
Not a little dejected at his rebuff, which I learned 
from Mr. O Varniſh, was owing to the opinion of 
another 
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another author, whom this bookſeller always conſult- 
ed on theſe occaſions, I applied to another perſon of 
the ſame profeſſion, who told me, that the town was 
cloyed with paſtorals, and adviſed me, if 1 intended 
to profit by my talents, to write ſomething 1 ſatirical or 
luſcious, ſuch as the Button Hole, Shocky "and Towzer, 


the Leaky Vegel, | BC mn and yet this was'a man in 


years, who wore a reverend perriwig, looked like a 
ſenator, and went regularly to church. -Be that 
as it will, I ſcorned to proſtitute my pen in the man- 


ner he propoſed,” and carried my papers to a third, 


who aſſured me, that poetry was entfrely out of his 


way and aſked; If I had got never a piece of ſeer 


hiſtory, thrown! into a ſeries of letters, or a volunt 


of adventures, fuch as thoſe of Robinſon 8 


and Colonel Jack, or a collection of conundrums, 
vrherewith to entertain the plantations— 


anbther witch as little ſueceſs, and une belie ve 
nen by che whole trade. b aaαν nne 

I. was afterwards perſuaded to offer myſelf as 
tranſlator, and accordingly repaired to a perſon wh 


was ſaid to entertain numbers of that claſs, in his 


pay; he aſſured me, he had already a great deal of 
that work on his hands, which he did not know what 
to do with; obſerved that tranſlation was a meer 
drug, that branch of literature being 'overſtocked by 
an inundation of authors from North- Britain; and 
aſked what J would expect per ſheet, for rendering 
the latin claſſicks into Engliſh. —— That I might not 


make myſelf too cheap, I determined to ſer a high 
price upon my qualification, and demanded half a 
guinea for every tranſlated ſheet. 


+ nea? (cried he, ſtaring at me) dn pauſed a little, 


IN 5 and 
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Being 
quite unfutniſhed for tłüs dealer, I had recourſe to 
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274 7. - Adventures; 107 0 1 ; 
and ſaid, he had no occaſion for my ſervice at-prefent. 


Il found my. error, and reſolving to make 


amends, fell one half in my demand; upon which 
he ſtared at me again, and told me his hands were 
full. I attempted; others, without. finding employ- 
ment, 3 was actually reduced to a very uncom- 
fortable proſpect, when I bethought myſelf of offer 
ing my talents to the printers of. halfpenny ballads, 
and other ſuch occaſional eſſays as are hawked about 


the ſtreets.— With. this, VIEWs [applied to one of the 


moſt noted and yociferous 4. this tribe, who directed 


me to a perſon whom I found entertaining a Whole 
crowd of them with. Sin, breadjand cheeſe ; he car- 
ried me into a little back parlour, very: neatly furniſh- 


ed, where I ſignified my. defire, of being enrolled - 


among his writers; and was aſked, what kind of 
compoſition... profeſſed ? Underſtanding that my 


inclination leaned towards poetry, he expreſſed his 
ſatisfaction, telling me, one of his poetst had loſt his 


ſenſes, and was confined ;iniBedlam, and the other 


was become dozed with drinking drama ſo that he 


had not done any thing tolerable theſe many weeks.— 
When I propoſed, that we ſhould enter into terms of 


agreement, he gave me to underſtand, that his bar- 


gains were always conditional, and his nen paid 
in proportion to the ſale of their works. - ob; 
Having therefore ſettled theſe, ee which 
0 do aſſure you) were not very advantageous to me, 
he aſſigned me a ſubject for a ballad, which was to 
be finiſhed in two hours; and I retired to my garret 


in order to perform his injunction. As the theme 


happened to ſuit my fancy, I compleaded à pretty 
ſort of an ode within the time preſcribed, and brought 
it to him, big with — of "Oy and pleaſure. He 
5 read 
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26683 it ina twinkling, and to my utter aſtoniſhment, 
told me it would not do; though indeed, he owned 
I wrote a good hand, and ſpelled very well, but my 
language was too high flown, and of conſequence 
not at all adapted to the capacity and taſte of his cu- 
| ftomers.——1 promiſed to rectify that miſtake, and 
in half an hour humbled my ſtile to the comprehen- 
fion of vulgar readers ; he approved of the alteration, 
and gave me ſome hopes of ſucceeding in time, tho 
he obſerved, that my performance was very deficient 
in that quaintneſs of expreſſion that pleaſes the mul- 
titude: However to-encourage me, he ventured the 
expence of printing and paper, and, if J remember 
a-right, my ſhare of the ſale amounted to four pence 
halfpenny. _ 

From that day, 1 ſtudied the Grub-ſtreet manner 
with great diligence, and at length became ſuch a 
| proficient, thatmy works were in great requeſt among 
the moſt polite of the chairmen, draymen, hackney- 
coachmen, footmen and ſerving maids: Nay, I have 
enjoyed the pleaſure of ſeeing my productions adorn- 
ed with cuts, paſted upon the wall as ornaments in 
beer-cellars and cobler's ſtalls; and have actually 


heard them ſung in clubs of fubſtantial tradefmen.— 


But empty praiſe (you know, my dear friend) will 
not ſupply the cravings of nature II found h 

ſelf in danger of ſtarving in the midft of all my fame ; 
for of ten ſongs I compoſed, it was well if two had 
the good fortune to pleaſe. — For this reaſon IT 
turned my thoughts to proſe, and during a tract of 
gloomy weather, publiſhed an' apparition, on the fub- 
ſtance of which I fubfiſted very comfortably a 
whole month: I have made many a good meal upon 
a ter ; a rape has often afforded me great ſatis- 
faction; 
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faction; but a murder, well-timed, was my never 
failing reſource. What then? I was a moſt miſera- 
ble ſlave to my employers, who expected to be fur- 
niſhed at a minute's warning with proſe and verſe, 
juſt as they thought the circumſtances of the times 
required, whether the inclination; was abſent or pre- 
ſent. Upon my ſincerity, Mr. Random, I have been 
ſo much peſtered and beſieged by theſe children of 
clamour, that my life became a burden to mg. 


CHAP. LXII. 


The continuation old un on of Mr. ; Melopoy s 
| | Ang. 


Made ſhift, notwithilnniing, to maintain myſelf 

till the begining of next winter, when I renewed 

my addreſſes to my friend Mr. Supple, and was moſt 
graciouſly received. I have been thinking of 
your affair Mr. Melopoyn, (faid he) and am deter- 
« mined to ſhew how far I have your intereſt at heart, 
« by introducing you to a young nobleman of my 
£ acquaintance, who is remarkable for his fine taſte 
in dramatic writings, and is, beſide, a man of ſuch 
« jufluence, that if once he ſhould approve your 
« play, his patronage will ſupport it againſt all the 
efforts of envy and ignorance: For Ido aſſure you, 
that merit alone will not bring ſucceſs.—— ! have 
© already {ſpoken of your performance to Lord Rattle, 


« and 


19 w 
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© and if you will call at my houſe in. a day or two, 

© you ſhall have a letter of introduction to his lord- 
« ſhip.'—I was ſenſibly touched with this mark of 
Mr. Supple's friendſhip, and looking upon my affair 
as already done, went home and imparted my good 
fortune to my landlord, who, to render my appear- 
ance more acceptable to my baden, procured a ſuit 
of new cloaths for me on his own credit. 

Not to trouble you with idle particulars, I carried 


my tragedy to his lordſhip's lodgings, and ſent it up 


along with Mr. Supple's letter, by one of his ſervants, 
who deſired me, by his lordſhip's order, to return in 
a week, -I did fo, and was admitted to his lerd- 


| ſhip, who received me very courteouſly, told me he 


had peruſed my play, which he thought, on the 
whole, was the beſt coup d' ai he had ever ſeen ; 


but that he had marked ſome places in the margin, 


which he imagined might be altered for the better.— 

I was tranſported with this reception, and promiſed 
(with many acknowledgements of his lordſhip's gene- 
roſity) to be governed ſolely by his advice and direc- 
tion. Well then (ſaid he) write another fair 
copy With the alterations I have propoſed, and 


© bring it to me as ſoon as poſſible, for 1 Sz reſolved 
to have it brought on the ſtage this winter.” 


-You 
may be ſure I ſet about this taſk with alacrity, and 


although I found. his lordſhip's remarks much more 


numerous, and of leſs importance than I expected, 
I thought it was not my intereſt to diſpute upon trifles 
with my patron ; therefore, new-modelled it accord- 
ing to his deſire, in leſs than a month. 

When I waited upon him with the manuſcript, I 
found one of the actors at breakfaſt with his lordſhip, 


who immediately introduced him to my acquaintance, 


and 
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and deſired him to read a ſcene of my play.——This 
he performed very much to my ſatisfaction, with 
regard to emphaſis and pronunciation ; but he ſig- 
nified his diſguſt at ſeveral words in every page, which 
I preſuming to defend, Lord Rattle told me, with a 
peremptory look, e not pretend to diſpute with 
him, who had beeh a player theſe twenty years, and 
underſtood the economy of the ſtage better than any 
man living. I was forced to ſubmit, and his lordſhip 
Propoſed the ſame actor ſhould read the whole play, 
in the evening before ſome gentlemen of his acquain- 
tance, whom he would convene at bis . for 
| that purpoſe. | | 

I was preſent at the 9 ; wh I Pc to you, 
my dear friend, I never underwent ſuch a ſevere trial 
in the whole courſe of my life, as at that juncture! 
for although the player might be a very honeſt man 
and a good performer, he was exceſſively illiterate 
and afſuming, and made a thouſand frivolous objec- 
tions, which I was not permitted to anſwer: How- 
ever, the piece was very much applauded on the 
whole; the gentlemen preſent, who J underſtood 
were men of fortune, promiſed to countenance and 
ſupport it as much as they could ; -and Lord Rattle 
aſſuring me, that he would act the part of a careful 
nurſe to it, deſired me to carry it home and alter it 
immediately according to their remarks :——T was 
fain to acquieſce in his determination, and fulfilled 
his injunctions with all the expedition in my power; 
but before I could preſent the new copy, my good 
friend Mr. Supple had diſpoſed of his property and 
patent to one Mr. Brayer; ſo that freſh intereſt was 
to be made with the new manager. This taſk 
Lord Rattle undertook, having ſome acquaintance 

| | | with 
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with him, and recommended my performance ſo 
ſtrongly, that it was received. 

I looked upon myſelf now, as upon the ere of 
reaping the fruits of all my labour: I waited a feu 
days in expectation of its being put into rehearſal, 
and wondering at the delay, applied to my worthy 
patron, who excuſed Mr. Brayer on account of the 
multiplicity of buſineſs in which he was involved; 
and bid me beware of teizing the patente. I 
treaſured up this caution, and exerted my patience 
three weeks longer; at the end of which his lordſhip ' 


gave me to underſtand that Mr. Brayer had read my 


play, and owned it had uhdubitable merit; but as 
he had long been pre· engaged to another author, he 
could not poſſibly repreſent it that ſeaſon; though if 


I would reſerve it for the next, and in the interim 
| make ſuch alterations as he had propoſed by obſerva- 


tions on nme 1 wolght Serves en his com- 
phaneeant/paw 1970! 1 b | 
Ana at this 4 1 Could a 
minutes, utter one ſyllable: At length, 
however, I plained bitterly of the manager's infin-: 
cerity in amuſing me ſo long, when he knew from 
the beginning, that he could not gratify my deſire. 


hut his lordſhip reprimanded me for my free- 


dom, faid Mr. Brayer was a man of honour, and im- 
puted his behaviour with reſpect to me, to nothing 
elſe but forgetfulneſs.— And indeed I have had 
ſome reaſon ſince that time, to be convinced of his 


bad memory; for, in ſpite of appearances, I will not 
allow myſelf to interpret his conduct any other way. 
Lord Rattle obſerving me very much affected 


with my diſappointment, offered his intereſt to bring 
on my play at the other houſe, which I eagerly ac- 
Eg, ceptin 7 
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cepting, he forthwith wrote a letter of recommenda- 
tion to Mr. Bellower, actor, and prime miniſter to 
Mr. Vandal, proprietor of that theatre; and deſired 
me to deliver it witk my tragedy, without loſs of 
time. Accordingly, I haſtened to his houſe, 
where after having waited a whole hour in a lobby, 
I was admitted to his preſence, and my performance 
received with great ſtate. He told me he was 
extremely buſy at preſent, but he would peruſe it as 
ſoon as poſlible ; and bid me call again in a week I 
took my leave, not a little aſtoniſhed at the port and 
ſupercilious behaviour of this ſtage- player, who had 
not treated me with good manners; and began to 
think the dignity of a poet greatly impaired ſince 
the days of Euripides and Sophocles; but all this was 
nothing in compariſon of hag dane ſince obſer- 
ved. esl tout na. 
Well, Mr. dee In dend chack at the appointed 
time, and was told that Mr. Bellower was engaged, q 
and could not ſee me. —] repeated my viſtt a 
few days after, and bang waited” #f®ofiderable 
time, was favoured with an audience, döring nen | 
he ſaid, he had not as yet read my play. 
Nettled at this uſage, I could contain myſelf no ory 
ger, by telling him, I imagined he would have paid 
more deference to Lord Rattle's recommendation, 
demanded my manuſcript with ſome expreſſions of 
reſentment.— * Ay, (ſaid he in a theatrical tone) 

© with all my heart. Then pulling out a drawer 
of the bur eau at which he ſat, he took out a bundle, 
and threw it upon a table that was near him, pro- 
nouncing the word * There,“ with great diſdain. 
t took it up, and perceiving with ſome ſurprize, 
that it was a comedy, told him, it * not belong 
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to me; upon which he offered me another, which 
J alſo diſclaimed——A third was produced, and re- 
jected for the ſamg reaſon. - At length he pulled out 
a whole handful, and ſpread them before me, ſaying, 
© There are ſeven— take which you pleaſe 
© or take them all. I ſingled out my own, and 


went away, ſtruck dumb with admiration at what I 
had ſeen———not ſo much on account of his inſo- 


lence, as of the number of new plays, which from 
this circumſtance, I concluded were yearly offered 
to the ſtage. —— You may be ſure I did not fail to 
carry my complaint to my patron, who did not re- 
ceive it with all the indignation I expected; but taxed 
me with precipitation, and told me, I muſt lay my 
accobnt with bearing the humours of the players, 
if I intended to write for the ſtage. — There 
© 18 now no other remedy (ſaid he) but to keep it 
till the next ſeaſon for Mr. Brayer, and alter it at 
« your leiſure, in the ſummer, according to his di- 
was now e reduced to a terrible alterna- 
uit all hopes of my tragedy, from 
which I had“ along promiſed myſelf a large ſhare 
of fortune and reputation, or to encounter eight long 
months of adverſity in preparing for, and expecting 
its appearance. This laſt penance, painful 
as it was, ſeemed moſt eligible to my reflection at 


that time, and therefore I reſolved to undergo it. 


Why ſhould I tire you with particulars of no con- 
ſequence ? I wreſtled with extreme poverty, until 
the time of my probation was expired ; and went 
to my Lord Rattle in order to remind him of my 
affair, when I underſtood, 'to my great concern, 
that his lordſhip was on the point of going abroad, 
and, which was ſtill more unfortunate for me, Mr. 

; Brayer 
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| Brayer had gone into the country; ſo that my gene- 


Tous patron had it not in his power to introduce me 


- Perſonally, as he intended: Hoyever, he wrote a 
very ſtrong letter to the manager in my favour, and 
put him in mind of the promiſe "x had made in 
behalf of my play. 5 | 

As ſoon as I was certified of s return, I went 
to his houſe with this letter, but was told he was 
gone out.———l called again next day early in the 


morning, received the ſame anſwer, and was defired 
to leave my name and buſineſs, I did fo, and return- 


ed the day after, when the ſervant ftill affirmed, 
that his maſter was gone abroad; though I perceived 
him, as I retired, obſerving me through a window, 
Incenſed at this diſcovery, 1 went to a coffee- 
houſe hard by, and inclofing his lordſhip's letter in 
one from myſelf demanding a categorical anſwer, 
I ſent it to his houſe by a porter, who returned, in 
a few minutes, and told me Mr. Brayer would be 
glad to ſee me at that inſtant.——T obeyed the ſum- 
mons, and was received with ſuch pudfon of com- 
pliments and apologies, that my reſentment immedi- 
ately ſubſided, and I was even in pain for the concern 
which this honeſt man ſhewed at the miſtake of his 
ſervant, who, it ſeems had been ordered to deny 
him to every body but me.— He expreſſed the 
utmoſt veneration for his good and noble friend Lord 
Rattle, whom he ſhould always be proud to ſerve ; 
promiſed to peruſe the play with all diſpatch, and 
give me a meeting upon it ; and as a teſtimony 
of his efteem, made me a preſent of a general order 
for the ſeaſon, by which I ſhould be admitted to 
any part of the theatre. This was a very 
agreeable compliment to me, whole greateſt pleaſure 

conſiſted 
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confiſted in ſeeing dramatic performances and you 
need not doubt that I often availed myſelf of my 
privilege. As I had an opportunity of being behind - 
the ſcenes. when I pleaſed, I frequently converſed 
with Mr. Brayer about my play, and aſked when he 


intended to put it into rehearſal, but he had always 


ſo much buſineſs. upon his hands, that it remained 
with him unopened a conſiderable while; and I be- 
came very uneaſy about the ſeaſon, that waſted apace, 
when I ſaw in the papers, another new play adver- 
tiſed, which had been written, offered, accepted 


and rehearſed in the compaſs of three months, with- 


out my knowledge or ſuſpicion. You may eaſily 
gueſs how much I was confounded at this event! 
I own to you, that in the firſt tranſports of my anger, 
I ſuſpected Mr. Brayer of having acted towards 
me in the molt pitiful, perfidĩious manner; and was 
actually glad at his diſappointment in the ſucceſs 
of his favourite piece, which by the ſtrength of art 
lingered till the third night and then died in a de- 
plorable manner. But now that paſſion has no 
ſhare in my reflection, I am willing to aſcribe his 
behaviour to his want of memory or want of judg- 
ment, which, you know, are natural defects, that 
are more worthy of compaſſion than reproach. 
About this time I happened to be in company 
with a gentlewoman, who having heard of my 
tragedy, told me, ſhe was acquainted with the wife 
of a gentleman, who was very well known to a lady, 
who had great intereſt with a perſon who was intimate 
with Earl Sheerwit, and that if I. pleaſed, ſhe would 
uſe. her influence in my behalf. ———As this noble- 
man had the character of a Mæcenas in the nation, 


g * could Ramp: : a value upon any work by his ſole 


countenance 
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countenance and approbation, I accepted her offer 
with eagerneſs, in full confidence of ſeeing my re- 
putation eſtabliſhed, and my wiſhes fulfilled in a very 
ſhort time, provided that I ſhould have the good 
fortune to pleaſe his Lordſhip's taſte. Twithdrew 
the manuſcript from the hands of Mr. Brayer, and 
committed it to the care of this gentlewoman, who 
laboured ſo effectually in my intereſt, that in leſs than 
a month it was conveyed to the Earl, and in a few 
weeks after, I had the ſatisfaction to hear that he 
had read, and approved it very much. Tranſported 
with this piece of intelligence, I flattered myſelf 
with the hopes of his interſteing himſelf in its favour; 
but hearing no more of the matter in three whole 
months, I began (God forgive me) to ſuſpect the 
veracity of the perſon who brought me the good 
tydings, for I thought it impoſſible, that a man of 
his rank and character, who knew the difficulty of 
writing a good tragedy, and underſtood the dignity 
of the work, ſhould read and applaud an efſay of 
this kind, without feeling an inclination to befriend 
the author, whom his countenance alone could raiſe © 
above dependence. But it was not long before 
I found my friends very much wronged by my _ 
nion. 
You muſt know, that the civilities I had TE 
from Lord Rattle, and the defire he manifeſted to 
promote the ſucceſs of my play, encouraged me to 
write an account of my bad fortune to his Lordſhip, 
who condeſcended ſo far, as to deſire, by letter, a 
young Squire of a great eſtate, with whom he was 
intimate, to eſpouſe my cauſe, and in particular, 
make me acquainted with one Mr. Marmozet a ce- 
* en who had . appeared on the _ 
wit 
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with aſtoniſhing | eclat, and bore ſuch. ſway in the 


houſe where he acted, that the managers durſt not 
refuſe any thing he recommended. The young 
gentleman whom Lord Rattle had employed for 
this purpoſe, being diffident of his own intereſt 
with Mr. Marmozet, had recourſe to a nobleman 
of his acquaintance, who, at his ſollicitation, was ſo 
good as to introduce me to him ; and the converſation 
turning upon my performance, J was not. a little 
turprized as well as pleaſed to hear, that Earl Sheer- 
wit had ſpoke very much in its praiſe, and even 
ſent Mr. Marmozet the copy, with a meſſage ex- 
preſſing a deſire that he would act in it next ſeaſon 
Nor was this favourite actor backward in 
commending the piece, which he mentioned with 
ſome expreſſions of regard, that I do not chuſe to 
repeat; aſſuring me that he would appear in it, pro- 
vided he ſhould be engaged to play at all during the 
enſuing ſeaſon. In the mean time, he deſired I would 
give him leave to peruſe it in the country, whither 
he intended to remove next day, that he might have 
leiſure to conſider and point out ſuch alterations as 
might, perhaps, be neceſſary for the jeu di theatre; 


and took my direction, that he might communicate 


by letter, the obſervations he ſhould make. Truſtin 

to theſe aſſurances and the intereſt which had been 
made in my behalf, I hugged myſelf in the expecta- 
tion of ſeeing it, not only ated, but acted to the 
greateſt advantage, which 1 thought could not fail 


of recompencing me in an ample manner, for the 


anxiety aud affliction J had undergone ; But ſix weeks 
being elapſed, I did not know how to reconcile Mr, 
Marmozet's fi lence,. with his promiſe of writing to 


me in ten days after he ſet out for the country; how- 


ever, 
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ever, Iwas at laſt favoured with a letter, i 1mporting, 
that he had made fome remarks on my tragedy, which 
he would freely impart at meeting, and adviſing me 
to put it without loſs of time, into the hands of 
that manager, who had the beſt company; for he 
himſelf was quite uncertain, whether or not he ſhould 
be engaged that winter. I was a good deal 
alarmed at this laſt part of his letter, and adviſed 
about it with a friend, who told me, it was a plain 
indication of Mr: Marmozet's deſire to be rid of his 
promiſe: that his pretended uncertainty about acting 
next winter, was no other than a ſcandalous evaſion; 

for to his certain knowledge, he was already engaged, 
or at leaſt in terms, with Mr. Vandal; and that his 
deſign was to diſappoint me, in favour of a new 
comedy, which he had purchaſed of the author, and 
intended to bring upon the ſtage for his own adyan- 
tage. In ſhort, my dear Sir, this perſon, who 
I muſt own, is of a very ſanguine complexion, hand- 
led the moral character of Mr. Marmozet with ſuch 
ſeverity, that I began to ſuſpect him of ſome particu- 
lar prejudice, and put myſelf upon my guard againſt 
his inſinuations.——I ought to crave pardon for 
this tedious narration of trivial circumſtances, which 
however intereſting they may be to me, muſt certainly 
be very dry and infipid to the ear of one unconcerned 
in the affair. — But I underſtand the meaning 
of your looks, and will proceed. — Well, Sir, 
Mr. Marmozet, upon his return to town, treated 
me with uncommon complaiſance, and invited me 
to his lodgings, where he propoſed to communicate 
his remarks, which I confeſs were more unfavourable 
than I expected; but I anſwered his objeckions, and 
as I thought, brought him over to my opinion; for, 
on 
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on the whole, he ſignified the higheſt approbation of 


the performance. In the courſe of our diſpute, 
I was not a little ſurprized to find this poor gentle- 
man's memory ſo treacherous as to let him forget 
what he had ſaid to me, before he went out of 
town, in regard to Earl Sheerwit's opinion of my play, 
which he now profeſſed himſelf ignorant of; and I 
was extremely mortified at hearing from his own 


mouth, that his intereſt wth Mr. Vandal was ſo 
very low, as to be inſufficient of itſelf, to bring a 


new piece upon the ſtage. I then begged his advice, 
and he counſelled me to apply to Earl Sheerwit for a 
meſſage in my favour to the manager, who would not 
preſume to refuſe any thing recommended by ſo great 
a man; and he was fo kind as to promiſe to ſecond 
this meſſage with all his power.— I had immedi- 
ate recourſe to the worthy gentlewoman my friend 


already mentioned, who opened the channels of her 


conveyance with ſuch expedition, that in a few days, 
I had a promiſe of the meſſage, provided I could 
aſſure myſelf of Mr. Vandal's being uningaged to 
any other ; for his Lordſhip did not chuſe to conde- 
ſcend ſo far, until he ffiould underſtand that there 


was a probability (at leaſt) of ſucceeding ; at the ſame 


time in which I was bleſſed with this piece of news, 
I was ſtartled at another, by the ſame canal of com- 


' munication ; which was, that Mr. Marmozet, before 


he adviſed me to this application, had informed the 
Earl, that he had read my play, and found it altoge- 
ther unfit for the ſtage. Though I could not 
doubt the certainty of this intelligence, believed 
there was ſome miſapprehenſion in the caſe; and 
without taking any notice of it, told Mr. Marmozet 
the anſwer I had been favoured with; upon which 
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he teſtified much joy, and promiſed to aſk Mr. 


Vandal the queſtion propoſed. ———T waited upon 
him in a day or two, when he gave me to underftand, 
that Mr. Vandal having profeſſed himſelf free of all 
engagements, he had put my play into- his hands, 
and repreſented it as a piece ſtrongly recommended 
by Earl Sheerwit, who (he aſſured him) would 
honour him with a meſſage in its favour ; and he deſi- 
red me to call for an anfwer at Mr. Vandal's kouſe, 
in three days.———TI followed his directions, and 
found the manager, who being made acquainted 
with my buſineſs, owned, that Mr. Marmozet had 


given him a manuſcript play, but denied that he had 


mentioned Earl Sheerwit's 'name.— — When I 
informed him of the circumſtances of the affair, 
he ſaid he had no engagement with any author: that 
he would read my tragedy forthwith ; and did not be- 
lieve he ſhould venture to reject it in contradiction to 
his Lordſhip's opinion, for which he had the utmoſt 
veneration, but put it into rehearſal without loſs. of 
time. I was ſo much intoxicated with this en- 
couragement, that I overlooked the myſterious con- 
duct of Mr. Marmozet, and attended the manager at 
the time appointed, when, to my infinite confuſion ! 
he pronounced my play improper for the ſtage, and 
rejected it accordingly. As ſoon as I could recollect 
myſelf from the diſorder into which this unexpected 
refuſal had thrown me, I expreſſed a deſire of hear- 
ing his objections, which were ſo groundleſs, in- 
diftin& and unintelligible, that I perſuaded myſelf 
he had not at all peruſed the piece, but had been 


prompted by ſome body whoſe Leſſons he had not 


rightly retained. However, I have been ſince informed, 


that che poor man's head, which was not naturally r 
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clear, had been diſordered with ſuperſtition, and that 
he laboured under the tyranny of a wife, and the 
terrors of hell- fire at the ſame time. Precipita- 
ted in this manner, from the higheſt pinacle of hope, 
to the abyſs of deſpondence, I Was ready to fink un- 
der the burthen of my affliction; and in the bitterneſs 
of my anguiſh, could not help entertaining ſome 
doubts of Mr. Marmozet's integrity, when I recol- 
lected and compared the circumſtances of his conduct 
towards me. I was encouraged in this ſuſpicion, by 
being told, that my Lord Sheerwit had ſpoke of his 
character with great contempt; and in. particular, 
reſented his inſolence in oppoſing his own taſte to that 
of his lordſhip, concerning my tragedy. ———While 
I heſitated between different opinions of . the matter, 
that friend, who (as I told you before) was a little 
hot- headed, favoured me with a viſit, and having 
heard a circumſtantial account of the whole affair, 
could not contain his indignation, but affirmed- with⸗ 
out ceremony, that. Marmozet was the ſole occaſion 
of my diſappointment; that he had acted from firſt 
to laſt with the moſt perfidious diſſimulation, cajoling 


| with inſinuating civilities, while he under-hand 
| employed all his art and influence to prejudice the 


ignorant manager againſt . my performance; that 
nothing could equal his hypocriſy, but his avarice, 


XZ which ingroſſed the faculties of his ſoul ſo much, 
| that he ſcrupled not to be guilty of the meaneſt 


practices to gratify that ſordid appetite ; that in cony 
ſequence of this diſpoſition, he had proſtituted his 
honour in betraying my inexperience, and in under- 
mining the intereſt of another. author, of eſtabliſhed 


| reputation, who had alſo offered a tragedy to. the 
ſtage, which he thought would interfere with the | 
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ſucceſs of the comedy he had bought, and deter- 
mined to bring on at all events. 

I was ſhocked at the deſcription of ſuch a Bongker, 
which I could not believe exiſted in the world, bad 
as it is, and argued againſt the aſſeverations of my 
friend, by demonſtrating the bad policy of fuck beha- 
viour, which could not fail of entailing infamy upon 
the author; and the ſmall temptation that a man of 
Mr. Marmozet's figure and ſucceſs, could have to 
conſult his intereſt in ſuch a groveling manner, which 
muſt create. contempt and abhorrence of him in his 
patrons, and effectually deprive him of the counte- 
nance and protection he now enjoys in fuch an emi- 
nent degree. He pretended to laugh at my 
fimplicity, and aſked if I knew for which of his vir- 
tues he was ſo much careſſed by the people of faſhion. 
—— Tt is not (ſaid he) for the qualities of his 
heart, that this little paraſite is invited to the tables 
© of Dukes and Lords, who' hire extraordinary cooks 
c for his entertainment: His 'avarice they ſee not, 
© his ingratitude they feel not, his hypocriſy accom- 
© modates' itſelf to their humours, and is of conſe- 
4 quence pleafing ; but he is chiefly courted for his 
* buffoonery, and will be admitted into the choiceſt 
parties of the quality for his talent of mimicking 
4 Punch and his wife Joan, when a poet of the moſt 
exquiſite genius, is not able to attract the leaſt re- 
« gard.' God forbid, Mr. Random, that 
Ly ſtiould'credit aſſertions that degrade the dignity of 
our ſuperiors ſo much, and repreſent thatpoor man as 
the, moſt abject of all beings! No! I looked upon them 
as the hyperboles of paſſion ; and though that comedy 
of whick he ſpoke, did actually appear, I dare not 
_ * innocence of Mr. Marmozet, who, I 77 | 

| | | to 


Rovwnrren RANDOM. 
told, is as much as ever in favour with, the Earl; 
circumſtance that, ſurely, could not happen, 1 
he had Aenne his character. to the ſatisfaction of 
his lordſhip, ——P ray. forgive this long. digreſſion, aud. 
4 me the hearing a little longer ;, for, thank. Hea- 
ven! I am now near the goal. 177 
Baffled i in all my attempts, L defoaized.of 8 
Play acted, and bethought, myſelf of chuſing ſome 
employment, that might; afford a. ſure, though mean 
ſubſiſtence ; but my landlord, to whom Las. by this 
time conſiderably indebted, and who: had laid his ac 
count with. havingfhis money paid all in a heaꝑ, from 
the profits of my third nigkt, could. not brook his. dif- 
appointment, therefore made another effort in my be- 
half, and by ding of intereſt, procured a-melilage from 
2 lad of faſhion, to Mr; Brayet. who had always 
profeſfed a great veneration for her, deſiring that he 
would ſes vp my play forthwith; and aſſuring hin 
that) ſfie anch all her friends would ſuppert it in the 
performance: Fo ſtrengthen mytintereſt, lie engaged 
his beſb actors in my eauſe ; and in ſhort exerted 
herſelf ſo much, that it was again received, and my 
hopes began to revive. But Mr. Brayer, honeſt 
man, was ſo much engroſſed by buſineſs of vaſt con- 
ſequence, though to appearance he had nothing at 
all to do, that he could not find time to read it until 
the ſeaſon was pretty far advanced; and read it he 
muſt, for notwithſtanding his having peruſed it be- 
fore, his memory did not retain one circumſtance of 


of the matter. ; ; g 
At length he favoured it with his attention, and 


having prepoſed certain alterations, ſent his duty to 
the lady who patronized it, and promiſed on his ho- 


nour, to * it on next winter, provided theſe alte⸗- 
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have made ſhift to live theſe five weeks on the bounty 
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rations ſhould be made, and the copy delivered to 
him before the end of April. —— With an aching = 
Heart, I ſubmitted to theſe conditions, and performed F 
them accordingly : But fortuue owed me another | 
unforeſeen mortification; Mr. Marmozet during the 
ſummer, became joint patentee with Mr. Brayer, fo 
when I claimed performance of articles, I was told, 
he could do nothing without the confent of his part- 
ner, WhO Was pre- engaged to another author. 

My condition was rendered deſperate by the death 
of my good friend and landlord, whoſe executors "i 
obtained judgment againſt my effects, which they | 8 


' ſeized, turning me out into the ſtreet tiaked;''friend- | 8 


leſs, and forlorn ; there T was arreſted at the ſuit of 4 | 
my taylor, and thrown into this priſon, where! 


of my fellow-priſoners, Who, I hope, are not the 
worſe for the ĩnſtruction and good offices) by which | 
I manifeſt my gratitude: but in ſpite of all their cha- 
ritable endeavours, my life was ſcaree tolerable, until! 
your uncommon benevolence enabled me to er it 
gy» ee eee eee 
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7 am fine with a deep melancholy, and N a 
Aoven am relieved by my uncle he prevails 
upon me to engage with his owners, as ſurgeon of 
the ſhip which he commands. be makes me a 
conſiderable preſent——entertains Strap as his 
 fleward——1 take my leave of my friends, and 
go on boaard——the ſhip arrives at the Downs. 


Shall not make any reflections on this ſtory, in 
the courſe of which, the reader muſt perceive 
bow egregiouſly the ſimplicity and milky diſpoſition 
of this worthy man, had been duped and abuſed by. 
a ſet of ſcoundre's, who were ſo habituated to fal- 
ſhood and equivocation, that I verily believe, they 


could not utter one ſyllable of truth, though their 


lives depended upon their ſincerity. Notwith- 
ſtanding all I had ſuffered from the knavery and ſel- 
fiſhneſs of mankind, I was amazed, and incenſed at 
that baſe indifference which ſuffered ſuch uncommon 
merit as he poſſeſſed, to languith in obſcurity, and 
ſtruggle with all the miſeries of a loathſome jail ; 
and ſhould have bleſſed the occaſion that ſecluded me 
from ſuch a perfidious world, had not the remem- 
brance of the amiable Narciſſa preſerved my attack- 
ment to that ſociety of which the conſtituted a part. 
* picture of that lovely creature was the con- 


© ; tant 
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ſtant companion of my ſolitude: How often did I 


contemplate the reſemblance of thoſe enchanting 
features that firſt captivated my heart! How often 
did I weep over thoſe endearing ſcenes which her 


image recalled! and how often did I curſe my perfi- 
dious fate for having rpbbed me of the fair original! 
In vain did my imagination flatter me with ſchemes 
of future bappineſs; ſurely reaſon always interpoſed, 
and in a moment overthrew the unſubſtantial fabrick, 

by chaſtiſing the extravagance of my hope, and re- 
preſenting: my unhappy ſituation in the right point of 
view: In vain did T fly for refuge to the amuſements 


of the place, and engage in che parties of Jackſon, 


at cards, billiards, nine pins, and frves; à train of 
3 thoughts took poſſeſſien of my ſoul, 
which even the converſation of Melopoyn could not 
divert. I ordered Strap to enquire every day at Bau- 
ter's lodgings, in expectation of hearing again from 
my charmer; and my diſappointment couſiderably 


augmented my chagrin.— My affectionate valet was 


infected with my ſorrow, and often ſat with me 
whole hours without ſpeaking, uttering ſigh for ſigh, 
and ſhedding tear for tear. This fellowſhip in- 
creaſed our diſtemper ; he became incapable of buſi- 
neſs, and was diſcarded by his maſter ; while I ſeeing 
my money welt away, without any certainty of deli- 
verance, and in ſhort ail my hopes fruſtrated, grew 
negligent of life, loſt all appetite, and degenerated 
into ſuch a floven, that during the ſpace of two 


months, I was neither waſhed, ſhifted, nor ſhaved; ſo 


chat my face rendered meagte with abſtinence, was 


obſcured with dirt, and overſhadowed with hair, and 


my whole appearance ſqualid and even frightful; 
e . one * trap OY; notice, that there 
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was a man below who wanted to ſpeak with me: 
Rouſed at this intelligence, and in full hopes of receiv- 
ing a letter from the dear object of my love, I run 
down ſtairs with the utmoſt precipitation, and found 
to my infinite ſurprize, my generous uncle Mr. Bow- 
ling! Tranſported at the fight, I ſprung forward to 
embrace him. Upon which he ſtarted aſide with great 
agility, drew his hanger, and put himſelf upon his 
guard, crying, Avaſt, brother, avaſt !. ſheer off. 
Vo ho! you turnkey, why don't you keep a better 
look out? here's one of your crazy prifoners broke 
from his laſhings, I do ſuppoſe.'——T could not 
help laughing heartily at his miſtake, which I ſoon 
rectified by my voice, that he inftantly recollected, 
and ſhook me by the hand with great affeQtian, teſti- 
fying his concern at ſeeing me im ſuch a 2 con- 
dition. 
conducted him to my apartment, ni. in pre- 
ſence of Strap, whom I introduced to him as one of 
my beſt friends, he let me know, that he was juſt 
arrived from the coaſt of Guinea, after having made 
a pretty ſucceſsful voyage, in which he had acted as 
mate, until the ſhip was attacked by a French priva- 
teer ; that the captain being killed during the engage- 
ment, he had taken the command, and was ſo fortu- 
nate as to fink the enemy; after which he fell in with 
2 merchant ſhip from Martinico, laden with ſugar, 
indigo, and ſome ſilver; and by virtue of his letter 
of marque, attacked, took and brought her fafe into 
Kinſale in Ireland, where ſhe was condemned as a 
-lawful prize; by which means; he had not only got 
a pretty ſum of money, but alſo acquired the favour 
of his owners, who had already conferred upon him 
dhe command of a large = mounted with twenty 
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l ſurprized at my ſudden transformation. 
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nine-pounders, ready to ſail upon a very advantage- 
ous voyage, which h ewas not at liberty to diſcover. 
And he aſſured me, that it was with the greateſt difh- 
culty he had found me in conſequence of a direction 
left for him at his lodgings in Wapping. 

I was rejoiced beyond meaſure, at this account of 
his good fortune; and, at his deſire, recounted all 
the adventures that had happened to me ſince we 
parted. ———> When he underſtood the particulars of 
Strap's attachment to me, he ſqueezed his hand very 
cordially, and promiſed to make a man of him; and 
giving me ten guineas for my preſent occaſion, took 
a direction for the taylor who arreſted me, and went 
away, in order to diſcharge the debt, telling me at 
2 that he would ſoon fetch up all my lee way 
with a'wet ſail. 

I was utterly confounded at this ſudden wakes, 
which affected me more than any reverſe I had for- 
merly felt; and a crowd of incoherent ideas rufhed 
ſo impetuouſly upon my imagination, that my reaſon 
could neither ſeparate nor connect them; when 
Strap, whoſe joy had manifeſted itſelf in a thouſand 
fooleries, came into my room with his ſhaving utenſils, 
and without any previous intimation, began to lather 
my beard, whiſtling with great emotion all the while. 
— ! ſtarted from my reverie, and being too well 
acquainted with Strap, to truſt myſelf in his hands 
while he was under ſuch agitation, deſired to be ex- 


caſed, ſent for another barber, and ſuffered myſelf 3 


to be trimmed.——Having performed the ceremony 
of ablution, I ſhifted, and dreſſing in my gayeſt ap- 
parel, waited for the return of my uncle, who was 


This 
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This beneficent kinſman had ſatisfied. my creditor, 
and obtained an order for my diſcharge, ſo that 1 
was no longer a priſoner; but as I had ſome reluctance 
to part with my friends and fellows in diſtreſs, I pre- 
vailed upon Mr. Bowling to favour us with his com- 
pany, and invited Mr. Melopoyn and Jackſon to 
ſpend the evening at my apartment, where I regaled 
them with a ſupper, good wine, and the news of my 
releaſe, on which they heartily congratulated me, 
notwithſtanding the loſs of my company, which, they 
were pleaſed to ſay, they would ſeverely feel. —As for 
Jackſon, his misfortune made ſo little impreſſion on 
himſelf, and he was altogether. ſo looſe, indifferent 
| and indiſcreet, that I could ſcarce pity his ſituation: 
But I had conceived a veneration and friendſhip for. 
the poet, who was in all reſpects, an object much 
more worthy of compaſſion and regard. When 
our gueſts withdrew, and my uncle retired, with an. 
intention to viſit me next morning, 1 made up a bun- 


d dle of ſome linen, and other neceſſaries, and bidding 
N Strap carry them to Mr. Melopoyn's, lodging, went 
n thither myſelf, and preſſed it upon his acceptance 
d with five guineas, which with. much difficulty he re- 
5 ceived, aſſuring me at the ſame time, that he ſhould. 
2) never have it in his power. to make ſatisfaction. 1 
e. then aſked if I could ſerve him any, other way, tor 
ll which he anſwered, © You haye already done too 
ds much, and unable to contain the emotions of his. 
3 ſoul any longer, burſt into tears, and wept aloud.— 
If Moved at the ſpectacle, I left him to his repoſe, and. 
ny when my uncle returned in the morning, repreſented: 
of bis character in ſuch à favourable light, that the ho- 
'as neſt ſeaman was affected with his diſtreſs, and deter- | 
4 mined to follow my expmple,” i in preſenting him with. 


TY five 


me pieces more: Upon which, that I might ſave him 


298 75e Adventures of © 


fome confuſion, I adviſed Mr. Bowling to incloſe it in 

2 letter to be delivered we. Strap, i we would be 
one. 

: This was accordingly done. 'Þ wol A formal leave 

df all my acquiintance in the jail, and juſt as I was 

about to ſtep into a hackney-coach at the gate, Jack- 

fon calling me, I returned, and he aſked me in a 


whiſper, if I could lend him a ſhilling ! His demand 


being ſo moderate, and in all likethood, the laſt he 
would make upon me, I flipt a guinea into his hand; 


wie he no ſooner perceived, than he eried, O Jeſus! 


a guinea! then laying hold of a button of my coat, 
7 broke out into an immoderate fit of laughter; and 
when his convulſion was ended, told me, I was an 
honeſt fellow, and let me go. The coachman was 
erdered to drive to Mr. Bowling s lodgings, where, 
when we artived, he entered into a ſerious diſcourſe 


with me, on the ſubject of my ſituation, and pro- 


poſed that I ſhould fail with him in quality of his ſur- 
geon ; in which caſe, he would put me on a method 
of getting a fortune in a few years, by my own indu- 


ſtry; and aſſured me, that 1 might expect to inherit 


all that he ſhould die poſſeſſed of, provided I ſhould | 
ſarvive him. ———Thou ugh was penetrated with a 

ſenſe of 'his genetoſity, Was ſtattled at a propoſal 
that offered violence to my . love, and fignified my 
ſentiments on that head, which he did not ſeem to 
reliſh ; but obſerved that love was the fryit of idle- 
neſs, that when once | ſhould be. employed i in buſineſs, 
and my mind engaged In making Money, I would be 
no more troubled-with theſe filly notions, which none 
but your ' fair-weather Jacks, who have nothing but 
their pleaſure to mind, ought to entertain.——I was 
pigued 
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piqued at this infinuation, which I looked upon as a 
reproach, and without giving myſelf time to delibe- 
rate, accepted his offer. He was overjoyed at my 
compliance, carried me immediately to his chief 
owner, with whom a bargain was ſtruck, ſo that I 
could not retract with honour, ſhould I be never fo 

much diſpoſed thereto. ——— That I might not have 
time to cool, he bid me draw out a lift of medicines 
for a compliment of five hundred men, adapted to 
the diſtempers of hot climates, and ſufficient. for a 
voyage of eighteen months; and carry it to a certain 
wholeſale apothecary, who would alſo provide me in 
two well-qualified mates. While I was thus em- 
ployed, Strap came in, and looked very blank, when 
he underſtood my reſolution : However, after a pauſe 
of ſome minutes, he inſiſted upon going along with 
me; and at my deſire was made ſhip's ſteward by 
captain Bowling, who promiſed to be at the expence 
of fitting him out, and to lend him two hundred 

pounds to purchaſe an adventure. ein yOu 

When 1 had delivered my liſt of medicines, choſen 
a couple of my own countrymen for mates, and be- 
ſpoke a ſet of chirurgical inſtruments, my uncle told 
me, that by his laſt voyage, he had cleared almoſt 
three thouſand pounds, one thouſand of which he 
would immediately make over, and put into my hands; 
that he would procure for me credit to the value of 
as much more, in ſuch goods as would turn to beſt 
account in the country to which we were bound; and 
that although he looked upon my intereſt as his own; 
he would keep the remaining part of his fortune in 
his own diſpoſal, with a view of preſerving his inde- 
pendence, and the power of puniſhing me, in caſe 
ee ; I ſhould 
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I ſhould not make a good uſe of what he had already 
beſtowed upon me. | 

Without troubling the reader with an account of 
the effect which this ſurpriſing generoſity had upon 
my mind, I ſhall only ſay, that his promiſes were in- 
ſtantly performed, and an invoyce of merchandize: 
proper for the voyage preſented to me, that I might 
purchaſe the goods, and ſhip them with all expedi- 
tion. In the midſt of this hurry, the remem- 
brance of my charming Narciſſa often interpoſed, and 
made me the moſt miſerable of all mortals. I was 
diſtracted with the thought of being torn from her, 
perhaps for ever; and though the hope of ſeeing her 
again, might have ſupported me under the torments 
of ſeparation, I could not reflect upon the anguiſh 
ſhe muſt feel at parting with me, and the inceſſant 
ſorrows to which her tender boſom would be expoſed 
during my abſence, without being pierced with the 
deepeſt affliction! As my imagination was daily and 
nightly upon the rack, to invent ſome method of miti- 
gating this cruel ſtroke, or at leaſt of acquitting my 
love and honour in the opinion of that gentle crea- 
ture, I at length ſtumbled upon an expedient, with 
which the reader will be made acquainted in due 
time; and in conſequence of my determination, be- 
came leſs uneaſy and diſturbed. 
My buſineſs being finiſhed, and the ſhip ready to 
ſail, I reſolved to make my laſt appearance among my 
acquaintance at the other end of the town, where I 
had not been ſeen ſince my impriſonment ; and as I 
had, by the advice of my uncle, taken off ſome very 
rich cloaths for ſale, I put on the gayeſt ſuit in my 
poſſeſſion, and went in a chair to the coffee-houſe I 
uſed to frequent, where I found my friend Banter ſo 
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confounded at the magnificence of my dreſs, that 
when I made up to him, he gazed at me with a look 
of aſtoniſhment, without being able, for ſome mi- 
nutes, to open his lips; then pulling me aſide by 
the ſleeve, and fixing his eyes on mine, accoſted me 
in this manner: Random, where the devil have you 
© been! eh? What is the meaning of all this 
« finery? Oho! I underſtand you You are 
< juſt arrived from the country] what! the roads are 
good, ch!——well, Random, you are a bold feb 


low, and a lucky fellow !——but take care, the 


e pitcher goes often to the well, but is broke at laſt.” 
So ſaying, he pointed to his collar; by which geſture, 
and the broken hints he had ejaculated, I found he 
ſuſpected me of having robbed on the highway; and 
I laughed very heartily at his ſuppoſition ——With- 
out explaining myſelf any farther, I told him he was 
miſtaken in his conjeCture ; that I had been for ſome 
time paſt with the relation of whom he had frequently 
heard me ſpeak; and that being to ſet out next day 
upon my travels, I had come thither to take my leave 
of my friends, and to receive of him the money he 
had borrowed from me, which, now that I was going 
abroad, I ſhould have occaſion for——He was a little 
diſconcerted at this demand; but recollecting himſelf 
in a moment, ſwore, in an affected paſſion, that I had 
uſed him extremely ill, and he would never forgive 
me, for having, by this ſhort warning, put it out of 
his power, to free himſelf of an obligation he could 
no longer bear. I could not help ſmiling at this 
pretended delicacy, which I commended highly, 
telling him, he needed not be uneaſy on that ſcore, 
for I would give him a direction to a merchant in the 
city, with whom 1 would leave 2 diſcharge for the 


ſum, 
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ſum, to be delivered upon payment.——He profeſſed 
much joy at this expedient, and with great eagerneſs 
-aſked the perſon's name, and place of abode, which 
he forthwith wrote in his pocket-book, aſſuring me, 
that he would not be long in my debt. —— This af- 
fair, which I knew he would never after think of, 
being ſettled to his ſatisfaction, I ſent cards to all my 
friends, deſiring the favour of their company at a ta- 
yern in the evening, when they honoured my invita- 
tion, and I had the pleaſure of treating them in a 
very elegant manner, at which they expreſſed as much 
admiration as applauſe. Having enjoyed ourſelves till 
midnight, I took my leave of them all, being well- 
nigh ſtifled with careſſes; and next day I ſet out with 
Strap in a poſt-chaiſe for Graveſend, u here we went 
on board, and the wind ſerving, weighed anchor in 
leſs than twelve hours. Without meeting with any 
accident, we got as far as the Downs, where we were 
obliged to come to an anchor, and wait for an eaſter ly 
wind to carry us out of the Channel, 


CHAP, 


CHAP. LXV. 


T ſet out for Suſſex—conſult Mrs. Sagely—aichieve 
an interview with Nar.iſſa—return to the ſhip 
ue get clear of the channel] learn our defti- 
nation—we are chaſed by a large ſhip—the com- 
pany are diſmayed, and encouraged by the cap- 
tain's ſpeech —our pur ſuer happens to be an Eng- 
liſh man of war —we arrive on the coaſt of Gui- 
nea, purchaſe 400 negroes, fail for Paraguay, 
get ſafe into the river of Plate, and fell; our 
cargo to great Advantage. 


TT was now I put in execution the ſcheme I had 
1 projected at London; and aſking leave of the 
captain, for Strap and me to ſtay on ſhore till the 
wind ſhould become favourable, my requeſt Was 
ran ted, becauſe he had orders to remain in the Downs 


until he ſhould receive ſome diſpatches from London, 


which he did not expect in leſs than a Week, ——— 
Having imparted my reſolution to my truſty valet, 
who (tho' he endeavoured to diſſuade me from ſuch 


a raſh undertaking) would not quit me in the enter- 


prize, I hired horſes, and fet out immediately ſor 
that part of Suſſex where my charmer was confined, 


which was not above thirty miles diſtant from Deal 
where we mounted. — 1 was perſectly well ac- 


quainted 
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quainted with the extent of the Squire's eſtate and 


influence, I halted within five miles of his houſe, 
where we remained till the twilight, at Which time 
we ſet forward, and, by the favour of a dark night, 
gained a copſe about half a mile from the village 
where Mrs. Sagely lived. —— Here we left our horſes 
tied to a tree, and went directly to the houſe ef my 
old benefactreſs, Strap trembling all the way, and 
venting ejaculatory petitions to heaven for our ſafety. 
Her habitation being quite ſolitary, we arrived at the 
door without being obſerved, when I ordered my 
companion to enter by himielf, and in cafe there 


_ ſhould be company with her, deliver a letter which 1 


had wrote for the purpoſe, and ſay that a friend. of 
of her's in London, underſtanding that he intented 
to travel this road, had committed it to his care. 
He rapped at the door, tSAvhich the good old matron 
coming, told him, that being a lone woman, he muſt 
excuſe her, if the did not open it, until he had de- 
clared his name and buſineſs. He anſwered, that 
his name was unknown to her, and that his buſineſs 
was to deliver a letter, which (to-free her from all 
manner of apprehenſion) he would convey to her 
through the ſpace between the door and the threſhold. 
—— This he inſtantly performed; and ſhe no ſooner 
read the contents, which ſpecified my being preſent, 
than ſhe cried, © If the perſon who wrote this letter 
be at hand, let him ſpeak, that I may be aſſured by 
his voice whether or not I may ſafely admit him. '— 
F forthwith applied my mouth to the key-hole, and 
pronounced, Dear mother, you need not, be afraid, 
it is I, fo much indebted to your goodneſs, who 
now crave admittance.” She knew my voice, 


and opening the door immediately, received me with 


- truly 
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2 truly maternal affection, manifeſting by the tears ſhe 
let fall, her concern left I ſhould be diſcovered, for 
ſhe had been informed of every thing that had hap- 
pened between Narciſſa and me, from the dear cap- 
tive's own mouth. ——— When I explained the mo- 
tive of my journey, which was no other than a defire 
of ſeeing the object of my love before I ſhould quit 
the kingdom, that I might in perſon convince her of 


the neceſſity I was under to leave her, reconcile her 


to that event, by deſcribing the advantages that in 
all probability would attend it, repeat my vows of 


eternal conſtancy, and enjoy the melancholy pleaſure 
I fay, when l had 


of a tender embrace at parting 
thus ſignified my intention, Mrs. Sagely told me, that 
Narciſſa, upon her return from the Bath, had been 
ſo ſtrictly watched, that no body, but one or two of 
the ſervants devoted to her brother, was admitted to 
her preſence; that afterwards ſhe had been a little 
enlarged, and was permitted to ſee company; during 
which indulgence, ſhe had been ſeveral times at her 
cottage : but of late ſhe had been betrayed by one of 
the fervants, who diſcovered to the ſquire, that he had 


once carried a letter from her to the poſt-houſe directed 


to me; upon which information, ſhe was now more 
confined than ever, and that I could have no chance 
of ſeeing her, unleſs I would run the riſque of getting 
into the garden, where ſhe and her maid were every 
day allowed to take the air, and lie hid until I ſhould 
have an opportunity of ſpeaking to them an 
adventure which weuld be attended with ſuch dan- 
ger, that no man in his right wits wauld attempt it. 


his enterprize, hazardous as it was, I reſolved 
to perform, in ſpite of all the arguments of Mrs. 


Sage who reaſoned, chid, and intreated by turns; 
and 
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and the tears and prayers of Strap, who conjured me 
on his knees, to have more regard to myſelf as well - 
as to him, than to tempt my own deſtruction in ſuch 
a precipitate manner. 1 was deaf to every thing, but 
the ſuggeſtions of my love; and ordering him to re- 
turn immediately with the horſes to the inn from 
whence we ſet out, and wait for my coming in that E 
place, he at firſt peremptorily refuſed to leave me, 
until J perſuaded him, that if our horſes ſhould re- 
main where they were *till day-light, they would | 
certainly be diſcovered, and the whole country 
alarmed. On this conſideration, he took his leave in 
a ſorrowful plight, kiſſed my hand, and weeping, Þ 
cried, © God knows if ever 1 ſhall fee you again.'— | 
My kind landlady finding me obſtinate, gave me her 
| beſt advice how to behave in the execution of my pro- 
ject; and after having perſuaded me to take a little 
refreſhment, accommodated me with a bed, and left 
me to my repoſe. —— Early in the morning, I got 
up, and armed with a couple of loaded piſtols and a Þ 
hanger, went to the back of the Squire's garden, 
climbed over the wall, and, according to Mrs. Sage- 
1y's direction, concealed myſelf in a thicket, hard by 
an alcove which terminated a walk at a good diſtance 
from the houſe, which (I was told) my miſtreſs chiefly 
frequented. ——Here I abſconded from five a-clock 
in the morning to fix in the evening, without ſeeing a 
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human creature; at {aſt I perceived two women ap- 
proaching, whom by my thrabbing heart I ſoon recog- 1 
. nized to be the adorable Narciſſa and Miſs Williams. 
1 felt the ſtrongeſt agitation of ſoul at the fight ; and 
gueſſing that they would repoſe themſelves in the 4 
N alcove, I ſtept into it unperceived, and laid upon the 4 
| Lone-table 2 picture of myſelf in miniature, for 1 


| which 
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which I had fat in London, purpoſing to leave; it with 
Narcifſa before I ſhould go. abroad. I expoſed it 
in this manner, as an introduction to my own appear- 
ance, which, without ſome previous intimation, I 
was afraid might have an unlucky effect upon the de- 
licate nerves of my fair enſlaver; and then withdrew 
into the thicket, where I could hear their diſcourſe, 
and ſuit myſelf to the circumſtances of the occaſion: 
As they advanced, I obſerved an air of 
melancholy in the. countenance of Narciſſa, blended 
with ſuch unſpeakable ſweetneſs, that I could ſcarce 
refrain from flying into her arms, and kiſſing away 
the pearly drop that ſtood collected in each bewitching 
eye. According to my expectation, ſhe entered the 
alcove, and perceiving ſomething on the table, took 
it up. No ſooner did ſhe caſt her eye upon the fea- 
tures, than ſtartled at the reſemblance, ſhe cried, 
* Gracious God! and the roſes inſtantly vaniſhed 
from her cheeks. Her confident, alarmed at this 


exclamation, looked at the picture, and, ſtruck with 


the. likeneſs, exclaimed, * O Jeſus! the very features 
of Mr. Range? Narcifla having recollected her- 
ſelf a little, ſaid, © Whatever angel brought it hither 
* as a comfort to me in my affliction, I am thankful 
for the benefit; and will preſerve it as the deareſt 
object of my care.“ So ſaying, the kiſſed it with 
ſurprizing ardour, ſhed a flood of tears, and then de- 
Poſited the lifeleſs image in her lovely boſom. Tran- 
{ported at theſe ſymptoms of ber unaltered affection, I 
Was about to throw myſelf at her feet, when Miſs 
Williams, whoſe reflection was leſs engaged than that 


of ber miſtreſs, obſerved, that the picture could not 


tranſport itſelf hither, and that the could not help 
— I was not far off. The gentle Narciſſa 
ſtarting 
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ſtarting at this conjecture; anſwered, © Heaven for- 


bid! for although nothing in the univerſe could 


© yield me ſatisfaction equal to that of his preſence 
* for one poor moment, in a proper place, I would 
© rather forfeit his company—almoſt forever, than ſee 
him here, where his life would be expoſed to fo 
much danger. — ] could no longer reſtrain the 
impulſe of my paſſion, but breaking from my con- 
cealment, ſtood before her, when ſhe uttered a fear- 
ful ſhriek, and fainted in the arms of her companion. 
I flew towards the treaſure of my ſoul, claſped her in 
my embrace, and with the warmth of my kifles, 
brought her again to life. O! rhat I were endowed 
with the expreſſion of a Raphael, the graces of a Gui- 
do, the magic touckes of a Titian, that I might repre- 
ſent the fond concern, the chaſtened rapture, and 
ingenuous bluſh that mingled on her beauteous face, 
when ſhe opened her eyes upon me, and pronounced, 
O heavens! is it you! | 

Jam afraid I have already encroached upon the 
reader's patience, with the particulars of this amour, 
on which (I own) I cannot help being impertinently 
circumſtantial. I ſhall therefore omit the leſs mate- 
rial paſſages of this interview, during which I con- 
vinced her reaſon, though I could not appeaſe the 
ſad preſages of her love, with regard to the long 
voyage, and dangers I muſt undergo. When we 
had ſpent an hour (which was all ſhe could ſpare from 


the barbarity of her brother's vigilance) in lamenting 


over our hard fate, and in repeating our reciprocal 
vows, Miſs Williams reminded us of the neceſſity 
there was for our immediate parting ; and ſure, lovers 
never parted with ſuch ſorrow and reluQance as we. 
But becauſe my words are incapable of doing juſtice 
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to this affecting circumſtance, I am obliged to draw 
a veil over it, and obſerve, that I returned in the 
dark to the houſe of Mrs. Sagely, who was overjoyed 
to hear of my ſucceſs, and oppoſed the tumults of 
my grief with ſuch ſtrength of reaſon, that my mind 
regained in ſome meaſure its tranquillity ; ; and that 
very night, after having forced upon this good gen- 
tlewoman a purſe of twenty guineas, as a token of my 
gratitude and eſteem, 1 1 took my leave of her, ſet out 
on foot for the inn, where my arrival freed honeſt 
Strap from. the borrors of unutterable dread. 

We took . horſe immediately, and alighted' early 
nett morning at Deal, where I found my uncle in 
great concern on account of my abſence, becauſe he 
had received bis Fee and muſt have weighed 


++ + tf I. 


” When we were about 2 200 Spb from "thi Lands 
end, the captain taking me apart into the cabbin, 
told me, that, now he was permitted by his inſtructi- 
ons, he would diſcloſe the intent and deſtination of 
our voyage: The ſhip, faid be, Which has been 
fitted out at a great expence, is bound for the coaſt 

of Guinea, -where we ſhall exchange part of our” 


& 
cargo for ſlaves and gold duſt ; from thence we will 
* 
» 


tranſport our negroes to Buenos-Ayres in New- 
Spain, where (by virtue of paſſports obtained from 
our own court, and that of Madrid) we will diſpoſe 
of them and the goods that remain on board for ſil- 
ver, by means of our ſuper-cargo, who is perfectly 
well acquainted with the coaſt, the lingo and inha- 
Fonts. — Being chus let! into the lecret of our expe- 
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dition, L borrowed of the ſuper-cargo 2 Spaniſh gram- 
mar, dictionary, and ſome other books of the ſame 
language, which I ſtudied with ſuch application, that 
before we arrived in New Spain, I could maintain a 
converſation with him in that tongue. —— Being ar- 
rived i in the warm latitudes, Fordered (with the cap- 
tain's conſent) the whole ſhip's company to be blooded 
and purged, myſelf undergoing the ſame evacuation, 
in order to prevent thoſe dangerous fevers, to which 
northern conſtitutions : are ſubject in hot clithates; and 
L have, reaſon. to beli jeve that this Precautioni Was) not 
unſerviceable, for we loſt but one. aller during our 1 
whole paſſage to the coaſt. als ras 
One day, when we had been Aan five Weeks s at 
fea, we deſcried to windward a large fhip bearing 
down upon us. s with all the fail ſke could catry: Upon 
which, my uncle ordered che Ttudditig-ſilts- to be 
hoiſted, and the ſhip to be eleated fbr engaging; but 
finding, that (to uſe the ſeaman's plitaſe)' Gees 'c 
very much wronged” by the ſhip which Had us in 
chaſe, and which by this time had hoiſted French co- 
tours, he commanded the ftudding-fails to be taken 
Ing the courſes to be clewed up, the main- top- -fail to 
be backed, the tompions to be taken out of the guns, 
and every man to repair to his quarters. While every 
body was buſied in the performance of theſe orders, 
Strap came upon the quarter. deck, trembling and 
looking aghaſt, and with a voice half ſuppreſſed by 
fear, aſked if I thought we were a match for the vel. 1 
ſel in Seu of us. Obſerving. his conſternation,” [ 2 
ſaid, What! are you afraid, Strap 3 Afraid! (he : 
„ replied).n-n-no, what ſhould I be afraid of? I thank 
© God I have a clear conſcience ;——but I believe i it 
© will be a bloody battle, and I wiſh you may not have 
+ occaſion 
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© occaſion for another hand to aſſiſt you in the cocks. 

pit. —1 immediately perceived his drift, and: 
making the captain acquainted with his ſituation, de- 
ſired he might be ſtationed below with me and my 
mates. My uncle, incenſed at his puſilanimity, bid 
me ſend him down inſtantly, that his fear might not 
infect the ſhip's company ; whereupon I told the poor 
ſteward, that I had begged him for an aſſiſtant, and 
deſired him to go down and help my 1 mates to get 
1 ready the inſtruments and dreflings. - Notwith- 
1 ſtanding the ſatisfaction he muſt have felt at theſe: 
dings, he affected a ſhyneſs of quitting the upper- 
deck; and ſaid, he hoped I did not imagine he was 
afraid to do his duty above board, for he believed 


i himſelf as well prepared for death as any man in the 
ſhip, no diſparagement to me or the captain.—L 
2 was diſguſted at this affectation, and in order to pu- 
F niſh his hypocriſy, aſſured him he might, take. his: 
e choice either of going down ta the cock · pit with me, 


or of ſtaying upon deck during the mene, 
Alarmed at this indifference, he replied. Well, to 


er E oblige you,, ru go down, but remember i it is more. 


to «© for your ſake than my own.” 80 ſaying, he diſ- 
W. appeared i in a twinkling,, without waiting for an an- 
ry ſwer. By this time we: could obſerve two tier of 
"uh guns in "the ſhip which purſued us, and which. was. 
nd now but two ſhort miles aſtern. Fhis diſcovery had 


an evident effect upon the ſailors, who did not ſcruple 
q ſay, that we ſhould be tore to pieces, and blown. 
out of the water, and that if in caſe any of them 
ſhould loſe their precious limbs, they muſt go a beg- 
ging for life, for there was no proviſion made by the 
merchants for thoſe poor ſouls who are maimed in 
_ their ſervice. The captain underſtanding this back- 


wardneſs, 
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wardneſs, ordered the crew abaft, and ſpoke to them 
thus: © My lads, I am told you hang an a—ſe.——. 
© T have gone to ſea thirty years, man and boy, and 
© never ſaw Englith ſailors afraid before. ——Mayhap 


gain. Whoſoever thinks ſo, thinks a damned 
lie, for my whole cargo is inſured ; ſo that in caſe I 
* ſhould be taken, my loſs will not be great... 
The enemy is ſtronger than we to be ſure.— What 
then? have we not a chance for carrying away one 
of her maſts, and fo get clear of her ?——If we 
find her too hard for us, tis but ſtriking at laſt.— 
If any man is hurt in the engagement, I promiſe on 


* compence according to his loſs. 


that are jolly boys, ſtand by me, and let us give 


of command. 
ſay, that in the Salo of his diſpoſition, he behaved 
with the utmoſt intrepidity, conduct and deliberation. 
—— The enemy being very near, he ordered me to 
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you think J want to expoſe you for the lucre of L 


© the word of an honeſt ſeaman, to make him a re- 
So now, you 
* that are lazy, lubberly, cowardly dogs, get away 
and ſculk in the hold, and bread-room; and you 23 


© one broad-ſide for the honour 'of old England.” 1 
This eloquent harangue was ſo well adapted to the 
diſpoſition of his hearers, that one and all -of them, Y 
pulling off their hats, waved them over their heads, 
and ſaluted him with three chears; upon which he 
ſent his boy for two large caſe-bottles of brandy and 
having treated every man with a dram, they repaired 
to their quarters, and waited impatiently for the word | 
I muſt do my uncle the juſtice to 


my ſtation, and was juſt going to give the word for 
hoiſting the colours, and firing, when the ſuppoſed | 
Frenchman, hauled down his white pennant, Jack ; 
and enſign, hoiſted Engliſh ones, and fired a gun 

| ahead E 
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a-head of us: This was a joyful event to captain 
Bowling, who immediately ſhewed his colours, and 
fired a gun to leeward: Upon which the other ſhip 
run along- ſide of him, hailed him, and giving him to 
know that ſhe was an Engliſh man of war of forty 
guns, ordered him to hoiſt out his boat and come on 
board. This he performed with the more alacrity, 
| becauſe upon enquiry, he found that ſhe was com- 
manded by an old meſs-mate of his, who was over- 
| joyed to ſee him, detained him to dinner, and ſent 
his barge for the ſupercargo and me, who were very 
much careſſed on his account. —— s this com- 
mander was deſtined to cruiſe upon the French, in 
the latitude of Martinico, his ſtem and quarters were 
| adorned with white flowers des lis, and the whole 
ſhell of the ſhip ſo much diſguiſed, for a decoy to the 
enemy, that it was no wonder my uncle did not know 
her, although he had failed on board of her many 
years. We kept company with her four days, dur- 
ing which time the captains were never aſunder, and 
then parted, our courſe lying different from hers. 


ds, | iy 

"He I In leſs than a fortnight after, we made the land of 
0 Guinea, near the mouth of the river Gambia, and 
red rading along the coaſt as far to the ſouthward of the 


Line as Angola and Bengula, in leſs than ſix months 
liſpoſed of the greateſt patt of our cargo, and pur- 
Fhaſed four hundred negroes, my adventure having 
een laid out chiefly in gold duſt. | 


tion. ; wy | | 
; 5 Our compliment being made up, we took our de- 
* darture from Cape Negro, and arrived in the. Rio de 


a Plata in fix weeks, having met with nothing re- 
arkable in our voyage, except an epidemic fever, 
"eur | ot unlike the jail diſtemper, which broke out among 
14 faves, and carried off a good many of the ſhip's 

Vor. II. N company; 
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company; among whom I loſt one of my mates, and 
Poor Strap bad well nigh given up the ghoſt. —Have- 
ing produced our paſſport to the Spaniſh. governor, 
we were received with great courteſy, ſold our ſlaves 
in a very few days, and could have put off five times 
the number at our own price; being obliged to ſmuggle 
the reſt of our merchandize, conſiſting of European, 
bale goods, which however we made ſhift to diſpoſe 
of at a great advantage. 
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Jam invited to the Villa of a Spaniſh Don, where 


qe meet with an Engliſh gentleman, aud make 
4 very interęſting diſcovery 
Buengs- Ayres, and arrive at Jamaica. 


UR ſhip being freed from the diſagreeable 
lading of Negroes, to whom indeed I had 

been a miſerable ſlave, fince our leaving the coaſt of 
Guinea, I began to enjoy myſelf, and breathe with 
pleaſure the pure air of Paraguay, this part of which 
is reckoned the Montpelier of South America, and 
has obtained, on account of its climate, the name 
of Buenos Ayres-— It was in this delicious place, 
that I gave myſelf Auch up to the thoughts of my 
| dear Narciſſa, whoſe image ſtill kept full poſſeſſion 
of my breaſt, and whoſe charms, enhanced by ab- 
ſence, appeared to my imagination, if poſſible, more 
engaging than, ever! I calculated the profits of my 


vor ge, 
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voyage, which even exceeded my expectation; re- 
folved to purchaſe a handſome ſine- cure upon my 
arrival in England, and if I ſhould find the Squire 
as averſe to me as ever, marry his fiſter by ſtealth; 
and in caſe: our family ſnould encreaſe, rely upon the 
generoſity of my uncle, who was by this time worth 
a conſiderable fum. 

While I amuſed myſelf with theſe agreeable | pro- 
jets, and the tranſporting hopes of enjoying 
Narcifſa, we were very much careſſed by the Spaniſh 
gentlemen, who frequently formed parties of pleaſure 
for our entertainment, in which we made excurfions 
a good way into the country. Among thoſe who 
ſignalized themſelves by their civility to us, there 
was one Don Antonio de Ribera, a very polite young 
_ gentleman, with whom I had contracted an intimate 
friendſhip, who invited us one day to his country- 
houſe, and as a further inducement to our compli- 
ance, promiſed to procure for us the company of an 
Engliſh ſignor, who had been ſettled in theſe parts 
many years, and acquired the love and eſteem of the 
whole province by his affability; good ſenſe, and 
honourable behaviour. 

We accepted his invitation, and ſet out for his 
Villa, where we had not been longer than an hour, 
when the perſon arrived, in whoſe favour I had been 
ſo much prepoſſeſſed. He was a tall man, re- 
markably well ſhaped, of a fine mein and appearance, 
commanding reſpect, and ſeemed to be turned of 
forty: the features of his face were ſaddened with a 
reſerve and gravity, which in other countries would 
have been thought the effect of melancholy; but 
here, appeared to have been contracted by his com- 
merce with the Spaniards, who are remarkable for 
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that ſeverity of countenance; Underſtanding from 


Don Antonio, that we were his country men, he 


ſaluted us all round very complaiſantly, and fixing 
his eyes attentively on me, uttered a deep ſigh.— 
T had been ſtruck with a profound veneration for 
him at his firſt coming into the room; and no ſooner 


obſerved this expreſſion of his ſorrow, directed, as 


it were, in a particular manner to me, than my heart 


took part in his grief, I ſymphatized . involuntarily, 


and ſighed in my turn.———Having aſked leave 
of our entertainer, he accoſted us in Engliſh, pro- 
feſſed his ſatisfaction at ſeeing ſo many of his country- 
men in ſuch a remote place, and aſked the captain, 
who went by the name of Signior Thoma, from 
what part of Britain he failed, and whither he was 
bound. My uncle told him that we had failed from 
the river Thames, and were bound for the ſame place, 
by the way of Jamaica, where he intended to take 
in a lading of ſugar. 


Having ſatisfied himſelf in theſe and other 0 


lars about the ſtate of the war, he gave us to under- 
ſtand, that he had a longing deſire to reviſit his native 
country, in conſequence of which, he had already 
tranſmitted to Europe the greateſt part of his fortune 
in neutral bottoms, and would willingly embark the 


reſt of it with himſelf, in our ſhip, provided the 


captain had no objeQion to ſuch a paſſenger ——— 
My uncle very prudently replied, that for his part, 
he ſhould be glad of his company, if, he could pro- 
cure. the conſent of the governor, without which 
he durſt not admit him on board, whatever inclination 
he had to oblige him, ——— The gentleman approved 
of his diſcretion, and telling him, that there would 


be no difficulty in obtaining the connivance of the 


geren, 


— 
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governor, who was his good friend, ſhifted the con- 
verſation to another ſubject. 

I was overjoyed to hear his intention, and already in- 
tereſted myſelf ſo much in his favour, that had he 
been diſappointed, I ſhould have been very unhappy * 

In the courſe of our entertainment, he eyed me with 
an uncommon attachment; I felt a ſurprizing at- 
traction towards him; when he ſpoke, I liſtened 

with attention and reverence ; the dignity of his de- 
portment filled me with affection and awe; and in 
ſhort, the emotions of my ſoul, in preſence of this 
ſtranger, were ſtrong and unaccountable. 

Having ſpent the beſt part of the day with us, he 
took his leave, telling captain Thoma, that he would 


4 
1 hear from him in a ſhort time: He was no ſooner 
8 gone, than I aſked a thouſand queſtions about him, 
n of Don Antonio, who could give me no other ſatis- 
, faction, than that his name was Don Rodriguez, 
e that he had lived fifteen or fixteen years in theſe parts, 
was reputed rich, and ſuppoſed to have been unfor- 
u- tunate in his younger years, becauſe he was obſerved 
r- to nouriſh a penſive melancholy, even from the time 
ve of his firſt ſettlement among them; but that no body 
dy had ventured to enquire into the cauſe of his ſorrow, 
me in conſideration of his peace, which might ſuſfer 
the in the recapitulation of his misfortunes. 
the J was ſeized with an irreſiſtable deſire of knowing 
3 the particulars of his fate, and enjoyed not one hour of 
art, repoſc during the whole night, by reaſon of the eager 
pro- conceptions that inſpired me, with regard to his 
hich Kory, which I reſolved (if poſſible) to learn. Next 
tion morning, while we were at breakfaſt, three mules 
yed richly capariſoned arrived, with a meſſage from Don 
ould 


Rodriguez, deſiring our company, and that of Don 


| P 3 Antonio, 
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me, and after dinner, made me a preſent of a ring 


pena 
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table, and claſping me in his arms). my ſon! my 3 


© ſeeing thee, ſo long? 80 ſaying, he fell upon my 
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Antonio, at his houſe, which was ſituated about ten 
miles further up in the country. I was pleaſed 
with this invitation, in conſequence of which we 
mounted the mules which he had provided for us, 
and alighted at his houſe before noon.———Here 
we were ſplendidly entertained by the generous ſtran- 
ger, who. ſtill ſeemed to ſhew a particular regard for 


ſet with a beautiful amethyſt, the production of that 
country, ſaying at the ſame time, that he was once- 
bleſſed with a ſon, who, had he lived, would have 
been nearly of my age. This obſervation, delivered 
with a. profound ſigh, made my heart throb with |? 
violence; a crowd of confuſed ideas ruſhed upon 
my imagination; which, while I endeavoured to un- 
ravel, my uncle perceived my abſence of thought, 
and, tapping me on the ſhoulder, ſaid, © Oons! are 
you aſleep, Rory ' Before I had time to. reply, 
Don Rodriguez, with an uncommon eagerneſs f 
voice and look, pronounced, Pray, captain, what 
is the young gentleman s name? © ——His name 
8 (faid my uncle) is Roderick Random.” Gra- 
* cious Powers!” (cried the ſtranger, ſtarting up)) 
And his mother's ? His mother 
© (anſwered the captain, amazed) was called Char- 
« lotte Bowling.“ „O bounteous heaven! 

* (exclaimed Don Rodriguez, ſpringing a croſs the 1 


* ſon! have I found thee again? do. I hold thee in 
my embrace, after having loft and deſpaired of 


neck and wept aloud with joy ; while the power of q 

nature operating ſtrongly in my breaſt, I was loft in 

rapture, and while he preſſed me to his heart, let fall | 
4 
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à ſhower of tears into his boſom. His utterance 
was choaked up a good while, by the agitation of 
his ſoul; at length he broke out into Myſterious 
* Providence !———O my dear Charlotte! there 

« yet remains à pledge of our love! and ſuch a 

« pledge | ——— ſofound |——O infinite goodneſs! 
© Jet me adore thy all-wiſe decrees! Having 
thus expreſſed himſelf, he kneeled upon the floor, 
lifted up his eyes and hands to heaven, and remain- 
ed ſome minutes in a filent exſtacy of devotion: 1 
put myſelf in the ſame poſture, adored the all- good 
Diſpoſer in a prayer of mental thankſgiving; and 
when his ejaculation was ended, did homage to my 
father, and craved his parental bleſſing. He hugged 
me again with unntterable fondneſs, and having im- 
plored the protection of heaven upon my head, raiſed 
me from the ground, and preſented me as his ſon to 
the company, who wept in concert over this affecting 
ſcene. Among the reſt my uncle did not fail 
of diſcovering the goodneſs and joy of his heart, 
albeit unuſed tothe milting mood; he blubbered with 
great tenderneſs, and wringing my father's hand, 
cry'd, © Brother Random, I am rejoiced to ſee you 
© ——— God be praiſed for this happy meeting. 
Don Rodiguez, underſtanding that he was his bro- 
ther-in-law, embraced him affectionately, ſaying, 
Are you my Charlotte's brother? — alas! unhappy 
« Charlotte! ——but why ſhould I repine? we 
* ſhall meet again, never more to part !——Brother, 
you are truly welcome——Dear ſon, I am tran- 
< ſported with unſpeakable joy !——— This day is a 
* jubilee———my friends and ſervants ſhall ſhare my 
« ſatisfaction.“ 
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in the foot, my lower extremities were bathed in a 


up 
from the term of its duration, is called Ephemera, 


of my good fortune, told my father, in general, that | ; 
Thad been infinitely obliged to this faithful adherent; 


the ſteward by the bearer. -—— My health being 
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While he diſpatched meſſengers to the gentlemen 
in the neighbourhood, to annonce this event, and 
gave orders for a grand entertainment, I was fo 
much affected with the tumults of paſſion, which 
aſſailed me on this great, ſudden, and unexpected 
occaſion, that I fell fick, fevered, and in leſs than 
three hours, became quit delirious ; ſo that the pre- 
parations were countermanded, and the joy of the 
family converted into grief and deſpair. —— Phy- 
ficians were inftantly called, I was plentifully blooded 


decoction of ſalutiferous herbs; in ten hours after 
] was taken ill, T enjoyed a critical ſweat, and next 
day, felt no remains of the diſtemper, but an agreea- 
ble un, which did not hinder me from getting 
During the progreſs of this fever, which, 


my father never once quitted my bed-ſide, but ad- 
miniſtered the preſcriptions of the phyſicians with the 
moſt pious care; while captain Bowling manifeſted 
his concern by the like attendance. =] no ſooner 
found myſelf delivered from the diſeaſe, than I be- 
thought myſelf of my honeſt friend Strap; and reſolv- 
ing to make him happy forthwith, in the knowledge 


and begged he would indulge me fo far as to ſend for 
him, without letting him know my happineſs, until 
he could receive an account of it from my. own 
mouth. | 

. My requeſt was inftantly complied with, and a 
meſſenger with a ſpare mule detatched to the ſhip, 
carrying orders from the captain to the mate to ſend 


in 
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in the mean time re- eſtabliſned, and my mind compo- 
ſed, I began to reliſh this important turn of my for- 
tune, in reflecting upon the advantages with which 
it muſt be attended; and as the idea of my lovely 
Narciſſa always joined itſelf to every ſcene of happi- 
neſs I could imagine, Lentertained myſelf now, with 
the proſpect of poſſeſſing her in that diſtinguiſhed 
ſphere to which the was intitled by her birth and qua- 
lifications Having often mentioned her' name 
while I was deprived of my ſenſes, my father gueſſed 
that there was an intimate connexion between us, 
and diſcovering the picture which hung in my boſom 
by a ribbon, did not doubt that it was the reſemblance 
of my amiable miſtreſs : In this belief he was confirm- 
ed by my uncle, who told him that it was the 
picture of a young woman to whom I was under pro- 
miſe of marriage. —Alarmed at this piece of in- 
formation, Don Rodriguez took the firſt opportunity 
of queſtioning me about the circumſtances of this 
affair, which when I had candidly recounted, he 
approved of my paſlion, and promiſed to contribute 
all in his power towards its ſucceſs : though I never 
doubted his generoſity, I was tranſported on this 
occaſion, and. throwing myſelf at his feet, told him, 
he had now compleated my happineſs ; for without 
the poſſeſſion of Narciſſa, I ſhould be miſerable a- 
mong all the pleaſures of life. He raiſed me 
with a ſmile of paternal fondneſs; ſaid, he knew 
what it was to be in love; and obſerved, that if he 
had been as tenderly beloved by his father, as I was 
by mine, he would not now, perhaps have cauſe 
———Here he was interrupted by a ſigh, the tears 
ſtood collected in his eye, he ſuppreſſed the dictates 
of his grief, and the time being opportune, deſired 


F:4 me 
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me to relate the paſſages of my life, which my uncle 
| had told him were manifold: and ſurpriſing. I re- 
counted the moſt material circumſtances of my for- 
tune, to which he liſtened with wonder and attenti- 
on, manifeſting from time to time thoſe different 
emotions, which my different ſituations may be 
ſuppoſed. to have raiſed in a parent's breaſt ; and 
when my detail was ended, bleſſed God for the ad- 
verſity I had undergone, which, he ſaid, enlarged 
the underſtanding, improved the heart, ſteeled the 
conſtitution, and qualified a young man for all the 
duties and enjoyments of life, much better than any 
education which afffuence could beſtow. Bus 
When had thus ſatisfied his curioſity,. I diſcover-- 
ed an inclination to hear tbe particulars of his ſtory, 
which he gratified, by beginning with his marriage, 
and proceeding to the day of his e as I 
Have related in the firſt part of my. memoirs, © Care- 
* leſs of life (continued he) and unable to live-in a 


4 place where every object recalled the memory of 9 


*. my dear Charlotte, whom I had loſt through the 
« barbarity of an unnatural parent, I took my leave 
of you, my child, then an infant, with an heart 
full of unutterable woe, but little ſuſpecting that 
_ ©. my. father's unkindneſs would have deſcended to 
my innocent orphan; and ſetting out alone, at mid- 
© night, for the neareſt ſea- port, early next morning 


got on board a ſhip bound, as I had heard, for 


France, and bargaining with the maſter for my 
<. paſſage, bid a long adieu to my native country, 
and put to ſea with the firſt fair wind. The place 
of our deſtination was Granville, but we had the 
misfortune to run upon a ridge of rocks near the 
«+ iflandi of ORE called the — where the 

© ſea 
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* ſea running high, the ſhip went to pieces, the boat 
« ſunk along-ſide, and every ſoul on board periſhed, 
except myſelf, who by the aſſiſtance of a grating 
got a ſhore on the coaſt of. Normandy: I went 
directly to Caen, where I was ſo lucky as to meet 
© with.a Count, whom I had formerly known in my 
© travels: With this gentleman, I ſet out for Paris, 
** where I was recommended by him and other friends, 
* asa tutor to a young nobleman, whom I accompa- 
* nied to the court of Spain. — There we re- 
© mained a whole year, at the end of which my pu- 
pil being recalled by his father, I quitted my office 
and ftaid behind, by the advice of a certain Spa- 
« niſh grandee who took me into his protection, and 
introduced me to another nobleman, who was 
© afterwards created. Viceroy of Peru. He in- 
« ſiſted on my attending him to his government in 
© the Indies, where, however, by reaſon of my 
religion, it was not in his power to make my fortune 
any other way than by encouraging me to trade, 
* which I had not long proſecuted when my patron 
died, and I found myſelf in the midſt of ſtrangers, 
© without one friend to ſupport or protect me; urged 
« by this conſideration, I ſold my effects and removed 
* to this country, the governor of which having 
been appointed by the Vice-roy, was my intimate 
« acquaintance.— -— Here as heaven proſpered my 
E endeavours, during a' reſidence of ſixteen years 
in which my tranquillity was never invaded, but 
© by the remembrance of your mother, whoſe death 
©T have in ſecret mourned without cealing ; ; and the. 
reflection of you, whoſe fate I could never learn, 
$7 notwithſtanding all my inquiries, by means of my 
4. friends i in France, who, after the moſt 2 ex- 
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s amination, could give me no other account, than 
that you went abroad ſix years ago, and was never 
c after heard of. I could not reſt ſatisfied with 
5 this imperfect information, and though my hope of 


finding you was but languid, reſolved to go in 


* queſt. of you in perſon; for which purpoſe, I 
© have remitted to Holland the value of twenty thou- 
* ſand pound, and am in poſſeſſion of fifteen thou- 
c ſand more, with which J intended to embark my- 
* ſelf on board of captain Bowling, before I diſcover- 


ed this amazing ſtroke of providence, which you 


© may be ſure has not altered my intention. 
My father having entertained us with this agreeable 


ſketch of his life, withdrew in order to relieve Don 
Antonio, who in his abſence, had done the honours 


of his houſe ; and I was juſt dreſſed for my appear- 
ance among the gueſts, when Strap arrived from the 
ſhip. 
He no ſooner entered the grand apartment, in 
aeg, e and ſaw the magnificence of my ap- 
parel, than his ſpeech was loſt in amazement, and he 
gaped in ſilence at the objects that ſurrounded him 
I took him by the hand, obſerved that I had ſent for 
him to be a witneſs and ſharer of my happineſs, and 
told him I had found a father. At theſe words he 
ſtarted, and after having continued ſome minutes with 
his mouth and eyes wide open, cried, ©. Aha !—odd, 


I know what! go thy ways, poor Narciſſa, and go 


thy ways ſomebody elſe—well—Lord, what a thing 
is love ?——God help us! are all our mad pranks 
and proteſtations come to this? what! and you 
© have fixed your habitation in this diſtant land! 
« God proſper you I find we muſt part at laſt 
« * would not leave my poor carcaſs ſo far 
« from 
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© from my native home, for all the wealth of the 
« univerſe! With theſe ejaculations, he began to 
ſob and make wry faces; upon which I aſſured him 
ef his miſtake, both in regard to Narciſſa, and my 
ſtaying in Paraguay, and informed him as briefly as 
I could, of the great event which had happened. — 
Never was rapture more ludicrouſly expreſſed, than 
in the behaviour of this worthy creature, who cried, 
laughed, whiſtled, ſung and danced, all in a breath; 
his tranſport was ſcarce over, when my father entered, 
who no ſooner underſtood that this was Strap, than 
he took him by the hand, ſaying, * Is this the honeſt 
man, who befriended you fo much in your diſtreſs ? 
you are welcome to my houſe, and I ſhall ſoon put 
* itin the power of my ſon to reward you for your 
good offices in his behalf! in. the mean time, go 
with us and partake of the repaſt that is provided.” 
Strap, wild as he was with joy, would oy no means 
accept of the profered honour, crying, * God for- 
* bid! I know my diſtance 
© excuſe me.“ And Don Rodriguez finding his mo- 
deſty invincible, recommended him to his Major 
Domo, to be treated with the utmoſt reſpe& ; while 
he carried me into a large ſatoon, where I was pre- 
ſented to a numerous company, who loaded me with 
coinpliments and careſſes, and congratulated my father 
in terms not proper for me to repeat. 

Without ſpecifying the particulars of our entertain- 
ment, let it ſuffice to fay, it was at the ſame time ele- 
gant and ſumptuous, and the rejoicings laſted two 
days: After which, Don Rodriguez ſettled his affairs, 
converted his effects into ſilver and gold, viſited and 


took leave of all his friends, who were grieved at 


bis departure, and honoured me with confiderable 
preſents; 
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preſents ; and coming on board of my uncle's ſhip; 
with the firſt favourable wind we ſailed from the Rio 
de la Plata, and in two months came ſafe to an an- 
chor in the harbour of Kingſton in the iNand of 
Jamaica. 


CHAP. LXVII. 


Fviſit my old friend Thomſon——we ſet ſail for 
Europe, meet with an odd adventure arrive 
in England J ride acroſs the country from 

Portſmouth to Suſſex—— converſe with Mrs. 
Sagely, who informs me of Narciſſa's being in 
London in conſequence of this intelligence, 1 
proceed to Canterbury—meet with' my old friend 

MHorgan arrive at London viſit Nar- 
ciſſa introduce my father to her — he is charmed 
with her good ſenſe and beauty wwe come to a 
determination of demanding her brother's conſent 
to our hs 


1 as on as got aſhore, about my ge- 

1 nerous companion Mr. Thomſon; and hearing 4 
that he lived in a flouriſhing condition, upon the eſtate i 
left to him by his wife's father, who had been dead 
ſome years, I took horſe immediately, with the con- 
ſent of Don Rodriguez, who had heard. me mention 
him 


4 
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kim with great regard, and in a few hours reached 
the place of his habitation.. 

I ſhould much wrong the delicacy of Mr. Thom- 
ſon's ſentiments, to ſay barely he was glad to ſee me: 
He felt all that the moſt ſenſible and difintereſted 
friendſhip could feel on this occaſion, introduced me 
to his wife, a very amiable- young lady, who had 
already bleſſed him with two fine children; and being 
as yet ignorant of my circumſtances, frankly offered 

me the aſſiſtance of his purſe and intereſt. I thanked 
him for his genetous intention, and. made him ac- 
quainted with my: ſituation, on which he congratu- 
lated me with great joy, and after I had ſtaid with 


1 him a whole day and night, accompanied me back 
e to Kingſton, to wait upon. my father, whom he in- 
m vited to his houſe : Don Rodriguez complied with 
g. his requeſt, and having been. handſomely entertained. 
in during the ſpace of a week, returned extremely well 
19 ſatisfied with the behaviour of my friend and his lady, 


* to whom at parting, he preſented a valuable diamond 

ring, as a token of his eſteem. During the courſe 
of my converſation- with Mr. Thomſon, he let me 
know, that his and my old commander captain Oak- 
hum was. dead ſome months, and that immediately 
after his death, a diſcovery had been made of ſome 
valuable effects that he had felonouſly ſecreted out of 
Ja prize, by the aſſiſtance of Dr. Mackſhane, who 


ge- was now actually in priſon: on that account, and be- 
ring ing deſtitute of friends, ſubſiſted ſolely on the cha- 
ſtate rity of my friend, whoſe bounty he had implored in 
dead the moſt abject manner, after having been the bar- 
con- barous occaſion of driving him to that terrible extre- 
ntion mity on board of the Thunder, which we have for- 

him merly related. Whatſoever this wretch might have 


been | 
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been guilty of, I applauded Mr. Thomſon's genero- 
fity towards him in his diſtreſs, which wrought fo 
much upon me alſo, that I ſent him ten piftoles, in 
ſuch a private manner, that he could never know his 
benefactor. 
While my father and I were 3 among the 
gentlemen on ſhore, captain Bowling had wrote to his 
owners, by the packet, which ſailed a few days after 
our arrival, ſignifying Eis proſperous voyage hitherto, 
and deſiring them to enſure his ſhip and cargo home- 
ward bound; after which he applied himſelf fo hear- 
tily to the loading his ſhip, that with the aſſiſtance of 
Mr. Thomſon, ſhe was full in leſs than fix weeks. 
This kind gentleman likewiſe procured for, Don Ro- 
driguez, bills. upon London for the greateſt part of 
his gold and ſilver, by which means it was ſecured 
againſt the riſk of the ſeas and the enemy ; and before 
we failed, ſupplied us with ſuch large quantities of 
all kind of ſtock, that not only we, but the whole ſhip” 3 
company, fared ſumptuouſly during the voyage. 
Every thing being ready, we took our leave of our 
kind entertainers, and going on board at Port Royal, 
ſet ſail for England on the firſt day of June. 
We beat up to. windward, with fine eaſy weather 
and one night believing ourſelves near Cape. Tibe- 
Toon, lay to, with an intention. to wood and water 
next morning in the bay: While we remained in this 
ſituation, a ſailor having drank more new rum than 
he could carry, ftaggered overboard, and notwith- 
ſtanding all the means that could be uted to preſerve 
him, went to the bottom and diſappeared. About 
two hours after this melancholy accident happened, 
as I enjoyed. the cool air on the quarter-deck, I 
heard a voice ring as it were, out of the ſea, and 


calling, 
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calling, Ho, the ſhip, a hoy! Upon which, one 
of the men upon the forecaſtle cried, © I'll be d—n'd, 
«© if that an't Jack Marlinſpike, who went over-board!” 
Not a little ſurprized at this event, I jumped into 
the boat that lay along-ſide, with the ſecond mate 
and four men, and rowing towards the place, from 
whence the voice (which repeated the hail) ſeemed to 
proceed, we perceived ſomething floating upon the 
water; when we had rowed a little farther, we diſ- 
cerned it to be a man riding upon a hen-coop, who 
ſeeing us approach, pronounced with a hoarſe voice, 
D your bloods! why did you not anſwer 
© when I hailed? Our mate, who was a veritable 
ſeaman, hearing this ſalute, ſaid, By G—d, my 
* lads, this is none of our man This is the devil 
s pull away for the ſhip.“ The fellows obey- 
ed his command, without queſtion; and were already 
ſome fathoms on our return, when I inſiſted on their 


taking up the poor creature, and prevailed upon 


them to go back to the wreck, which when we came 
near the ſecond time, and ſignified our intention, we 
received an anſwer of, Avaſt, avaſt what ſhip, 
brother? Being ſatisfied in this particular, he cried, 
C D n the ſhip, I was in hopes it had been my 
© own where are you bound?“ We gratified 
his curioſity in this too; upon which he ſuffered him- 
{elf to be taken on board, and after being comforted 


with a dram, told us, he belonged to the Veſu- 


vio man of war, upon a cruize off the iſland of Hiſpa- 
niola ; that he had fallen over-board about four and 
twenty hours ago, and the ſhip being under fail, they 
did not chuſe to bring to, but toſſed a hen-coop over- 
board for his convenience, upon which he was in goad 
hopes of reaching the Cape next morning; how ſome- 
| ever, 
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ever, he was as well content to be aboard us, becauſe 
he did not doubt but that we ſhould meet his ſhip ; 
and if he had gone aſhore in the bay, he might have 
been taken priſoner by the French. ———— My un- 
cle and father were very much diverted with the ac- 
count of this fellow's unconcerned behaviour ; and 
in two days, meeting with the Veſuvio, as he expect- 
ed, ſent him on board of her according to his deſire, 

Having beat up ſucceſsfully the windward paſſage, 
we ſtretched to the northward, and falling in with a 
weſterly wind, in eight weeks arrived in ſoundings, 
and in two days after made the Lizzard.——It is im- 
Poſſible to expreſs the joy I felt at ſight of Engliſh 
ground! Don Rodriguez was not unmoved, and Strap 
ſhed tears of gladneſs.—— The ſailors profited by 
our ſatisfaction; the ſhoe that was nailed to the maſt, 
being quite filled with our liberality.——My uncle 
reſolved to run up into the Downs at 6nee,. but the 
wind ſhifting when we were a-breaſt of the iſle of 
Wight, he was obliged to tutn into St. Helens, and 
come to an anchor at Spithead, to the great mortifi- 
cation of the crew, thirty of whom were immediately 
preſſed on board of a man of war. 

My father and I went aſhore immediately to Portſ- 
mouth, leaving Strap with the captain to go round 
with the ſhip and take care of our effects; and I diſ- 
covered ſo: much impatience. to ſee my charming Nar- 
eiſſa, that my father permitted me to ride acroſs the 
country to her brother's houſe; while he ſhould hire 
a poſt-chaiſe for London, where he would wait for 
me at a place to which I directed him. 

Fired with all the eagerneſs of Paſſion, I took poſt 
that very night, and in the morning reached an inn, 
about three miles from the Squire's habitation ; hers 

| | I remained. 
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I remained till next evening, allaying the torture of 
my impatience with the rapturous hope of ſeeing 
that divine creature, after an abſence of eighteen 
months, which ſo far from impairing, had raiſed my 
love to the moſt exalted pitch! Neither were my re- 
flections free from. apprehenſion, that fometimes in- 


tervened in ſpite of all my hope, and repreſented her 


as having yielded to the importunity of her brother, 


ö and bleſſed the arms of an happy rival.— My thoughts 


were even maddened with the fear of her death; and 
when I arrived in the dark at the houſe of Mrs. 
Sagely, I had not for ſome time courage to deſire ad- 
mittance, leſt my ſoul ſhould be ſhocked with diſ- 
mal tidings. At length, however, I knocked, and no 
ſooner certified the 'good gentlewoman of my voice 
than ſhe opened the door, and received me with a 


moſt affectionate embrace, that brought tears into her 


aged eyes: For heaven's ſake! dear mother (cried 
I) tell me, how is Narciſſa? is the the ſame that I 
* left her ?” She bleſſed my ears-with ſaying, She is 
+ as beautiful, in as good health, and as much yours 
© as ever.“ Tranſported at this aſſurance, I 
begged to know if I could not ſee her that very 
night ; when this ſage matron gave me to underſtand 


that my miſtreſs was in London, and that things 


were ſtrangely altered in the Squire's houſe ſince my 
departure; that he had been married a whole year 


to Melinda, who at firſt found. means to wean his at- 
tention ſo much from Narciſſa, that he became quite 


careleſs of that lovely ſiſter, comforting himſelf with 
the clauſe in his father's will, by which ſhe would 
forfeit her fortune, if ſhe ſhould marry without his 


conſent ;——that my miſtreſs being but indifferently 
treated by her * had made uſe of her 


freedom. 
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freedom ſome months ago, and gone to town, chere 
ſhe was lodged with Miſs Williams, in expectation 
of my arrival; and had been peſtered with the ad- 
dreſſes of Lord Quiverwit, who finding her heart en- 
gaged, had fallen upon a great many ſhifts, to per- 
ſuade her that I was dead: but finding all his artifices 
unſucceſsful, and deſpairing of gaining her affection, 
he had conſoled himſelf for her indifference, by mar- 
rying another lady ſome weeks ago, who had already 
left him on account of ſome family uneaſineſs.— Be- 
ſides this intereſting information, ſhe told me that 
there was not a great deal of harmony between Me- 
linda and the Squire, who was ſo much diſguſted at 
the number of gallants who continued to hover about 
her even after marriage, that he hurried her down 
into the country much againſt her inclination, where 


their mutual animoſities had riſen to ſuch a height, 


that they preſerved no decency before company or 


ſervants, but abuſed one another in the-groffeſt terms. 


This good old gentlewoman, to give me a convinc- 


ing proof of my dear Narcifſa's unalterable love, 


gratified me with a fight of the laſt letter ſhe had 
favoured her with, in which I was mentioned with 
ſo much honour, tenderneſs, and concern, that my 
ſoul was fired with impatience, and I determined to 
ride all night, that I might have it the ſooner in my 
power to make her happy. Mrs. Sagely per- 
ceiving my eagerneſs, and her maternal affection 
being equally divided between Narciſſa and me, 
begged leave to remind me of the ſentiments with 


which I went abroad, that would not permit me for 


any ſelfiſh gratification to prejudice the fortune of that 
amiable young lady, who mult entirely depend upon 


me, after having beſtowed herſelf f in marriage. I 
| | * 
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thanked her for her kind concern, 1 as briefly as 


poſſible deſcribed my flouriſhing ſituation, which af- 


forded this humane perſon infinite wonder and ſatis- 
faction. I told her that now I had an opportunity 


to manifeſt my gratitude for the obligations I owed, 


J would endeavour to make her old age comfortable 
and eaſy ; as a ſtep to which, I propoſed ſhe ſhould 
come and live with Narciſſa and me. This ve- 
nerable gentlewoman was ſo much affected with my 
words, that the tears ran down her ancient cheeks; 
ſhe thanked heaven that I had not belied the preſages 
ſhe had made, on her firſt acquaintance: with me; 
acknowledging my generoſity, as ſhe called it, in the 


moſt elegant and pathetick expreſſions; but declined 


my propoſal, on account of her attachment to the dear 
melancholy cottage where ſhe had ſo peacefully con- 
ſumed her ſolitary widow-hood. F inding her immove- 
able on this ſubjeQ, I inſiſted on her accepting a pre- 


| ſent of thirty guineas, and took my leave, reſolving to 
accommodate her with the ſame ſum annually, for the 


more comfortable ſupport of the infirmines of age. 
Having rode all night, I found myſelf at Canter- 
bury in the morning, where J alighted to procure freſh 


horſes; and as I walked into the inn, perceived an 
apothecary's ſhop on the other fide of the ſtreet, with 
the name of Morgan over the door: Alarmed at this 


diſcovery, I could not help thinking that my old 
meſs-mate had ſettled in this place; and upon enquiry, 
found my conjecture true, and that he was married 
lately to a widow of that city, by whom he had got 
three thouſand pounds. Rejoiced at this intelligence, 


I went to his ſhop as ſoon as it was open, and found 


my friend behind the counter, buſy in preparing a 
e I ſaluted him at entrance, with * Your ſer- 
8 « vant 
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« vant Mr. Morgan. Upon which he looked at 


me, and replying, * Your moſt humble ſervant goot 
Sir; rubbed his ingredients in the mortar, without 
any emotion. What! (ſaid I) Morgan, have you 
forgot your old meſs-mate ?* At theſe words, he 
looked up again, and ſtarting, cried, * As Cot is my 
* —ſure it cannot—— yes, by my ſalfation, I pelieve 
it is my dear frient Mr. Rantom.'———He was no 
fooner convinced of my identity, than he throw 
don the peſtle, overſet the mortar, and jumping 
ever the board, ſwept up the contents with his 
 &leaths, flew about my neck, hugged me affection- 
ately, and daubed me all over with turpentine and 
the yolks of eggs, which he had been mixing when 
1 came in.——Our mutual congratulations being 
over, he told me that he found himſelf a widower 
upon his return from the Weſt-Indies ; that he had 
got intereſt to be appointed ſurgeon of a man of war, 
in which capacity he had ſerved ſome years, until he 
married an apothecary's widow, with whom he now 
enjoyed a pretty good ſum of money, peace and 
quiet, and. an indifferent good trade. He was 
very deſirous of hearing my adventures, which I aſ- 
ſured him I had not time to relate, but told him in 
general, my circumſtances were very good, and that 
I hoped to ſee him when I ſhould not be in ſuch a 
hurry as at preſent. He infiſted however on my 
ſtaying breakfaſt, and introduced me to his wife, who 
ſeemed to be a decent ſenſible woman, pretty well 
ſtricken in years. In the courſe of our converſation, 
he ſhewed the ſleeve-buttons I had exchanged with 
him at our parting in the Weſt-Indies, and was not a 
little proud to ſee that I had preſerved his with the 
ſame care. When I informed him of Mackſhane's 

condition, 
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condition, he ſeemed at firſt to exult over his diſtreſs; 


but after a little recollection, he ſaid, Well, he 
has paid me for his malice, I forgite him, and may 


« Cot forgife him, likewiſe.' He expreſſed great 
concern for the ſoul of captain Oakhum, which he 
believed was now gnaſhing its teeth : but it was ſome 


time before I could convince him of Thomſon's being 


alive, at whoſe good fortune nevertheleſs he was ex- 
tremely glad. 


Having renewed, our prateſtations of friendſhip, I 


bid the honeſt Welſhman and his ſpouſe farewell, and 


taking poſt horſes, arrived at London that ſame night, 


where I found. my father in good health, to whom I 


imparted what IJ had learned of Narciſſa. —This 
indulgent parent approved of my We of marry- 
ing her, even without a fortune, provided her bro- 
ther's conſent could not be obtained ; promiſed to 
make over to me in a few days a ſufficiency to main- 


tain her in a faſhionable manner, and expreſſed a de- 


fire of ſeeing this amiable creature, who had capti- 
vated me ſo much. As I had not flept the night 
before, and was beſides fatigued with my journey, I 


faund myſelf under a neceſſity of taking ſome repoſe, 


and went to bed accordingly : next morning about ten 


a- clock, I took a chair, and according to Mrs. Sage- 


ly's directions, went to my charmer's lodgings, and 
enquired for Miſs Williams.-—Thad not waited in 
a parlour longer than a minute, when this young 
woman entered, and no ſooner perceived me, than 
ſhe ſhrieked and run backward ; I got between her 
and the door, and claſping her in my arms, brought 

her to herſelf by an embrace. Good heaven (cried 


* ſhe) Mr. Random is it you indeed! my miſtreſs 


will run diſtracced with joy. — I told her, it was 
from 
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from an apprehenſion that my ſudden appearance 
would have ſome bad effect on my dear Narcifla, 
that I had deſired to ſee her firſt, in order to concert 
ſome method of acquainting her'miſtreſs gradually 
with my arrival. She approved of my conduct, and 
after having yielded to the ſuggeſtions of her own 
friendſhip, in aſking if my voyage had been ſucceſs- 
ful, charged herſelf with that office, and left me 
glowing with deſire of ſeeing and embracing the ob- 
ject of my love. In a very little time I heard ſome- 
body coming down ſtairs in haſte, and the voice of 
my angel pronounce, with an eager tone, O hea- 
ven! is it poſſible ! where is he?? How were my 
faculties arouſed at this well-known ſound ! and how 
was my ſoul tranſported, when ſhe broke in upon my 
view, in all the bloom of ripened beauty! Grace was 
iu all her ſteps, heawen in her eye, and in every geſture 
dignity and lobe Vou whoſe ſouls are ſuſcepti- 
ble of the moſt delicate impreſſions, whoſe tender 
boſoms have felt the affecting viciſſitudes of love, 
who have ſuffered an abſence ef eighteen long months 
from the dear object of your hope, and found at 
your return the melting fair, as kind and conſtant as 
your heart could wiſh; do me juſtice on'this occa- 
fion, and conceive what unutterable-rapture poſſeſſed 


As both, while we flew into one anothers arms! This 


was no time for ſpeech, ——locked in a mutual em- 
brace, we continued ſome minutes in a ſilent trance of 
joy! When I thus encircled all that my ſoul held 
dear, while J hung over her beauties, —beheld her 
eyes ſparkle, and every feature fluſh with yirtuous 
. fondneſs; when I ſaw her enchanting boſom heave 
with undifſembled- rapture, and knew myſelf the 
happy cauſe——Heavens! what was my ſituation ! 


—1 
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— AA am tempted to commit my paper to the flames, 


and to renounce my pen for ever, becauſe. its moſt 
ardent and Jucky expreſſion ſo poorly deſcribes the 


emotions of my ſoul. O adorable Narcifſa! (cried I 


O miracle of beauty, love and truth ! I at laſt fold 
thee in my arms! 1 at laſt can call thee. mine! no 
jealous brother ſhall thwart our happineſs again; for- 


tune hath at length recompenced me for all my ſuf- 


ferings, and enabled me to do juſtice to my love.— 
The dear. creature ſmiled ineffably charming, and 
with a look of bewitching tenderneſs, ſaid, And ſhall 
© we never part again? Never! (I replied) 


thou wondrous pattern of all earthly perfection! 


never, until death ſhall divide us! by this ambroſial 
* kiſs, a thouſand times more fragrant than the breeze 
that ſweeps the orange grove, I never more will 
leave hes? 3 

As my firſt tranſport abated, my grew tur- 
bulent and unruly. I was giddy with ſtanding on the 
brink of bliſs, and all my virtue and philoſophy were 
ſcarce ſufficient to reſtrain the inordinate allies of de - 
fire. Narciſſa perceived the conflict within me, 


and with her uſual dignity of prudence, called off my 
- imagination from the object i in view, and with eager 


expreſſions of intereſted curioſity, deſired to know the 
particulars of my voyage. In this I gratified 
her inclination, bringing my ſtory down to the preſent 
hour. She was infinitely ſurpriſed at the circumſtan- 
ces of my finding my father, which brought tears 
into her Jovely eyes. She was tranſported at hearing 
that he approved my flame, diſcovered a longing de- 
fire of being introduced to him, congratulated her- 
ſelf and me upon my good fortune, and obſerved 


that this great and unexpected ſtroke of fate ſeemed 
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to have been brought about by the immediate direc- 
tion: of providence.—— Haying entertained ourſelves 
ſome hours with the genuine effuſions of our ſouls, 
1 obtained her conſent to compleat my. happineſs a3 
ſoon as my father' ſhould judge it proper; and apply- 
ing with my owh harids a valuable necklace, compoſed 
of diamonds and amethiſts ſet alternately, which an 
old Spaniſh lady at Paraguay preſented me with, I 
took my leave, promiſing to return in the afternoon 
with Don Rodriguez. — — When I went home, this 
generous parent enquired very affectionately about the 
health of my dear Narciſſa, to whom that I might be 
the more agreeable, he put into my hand a deed, by 
which I found myſelf in poſſeſſion of fifteen thou- 
ſand pounds, excluſive of the profits of my own mer- 
chandize, which amounted to three thouſand more. 
——— after dinner I accompanied him to the 
lodging of my miſtreſs, who being dreſſed for the 
occaſion, made à moſt dazzling appearance. I could 
perceive him ſtruck with her figure, which I really 
think was the moſt beautiful that ever was created 
under the ſun. He embraced her tenderly, and 
told her, he was proud. of having a ſon who had ſpi- 
rit to attempt, and qualifications to engage, the af- 
fections of ſuch a fine lady.——She bluſhed at this 
compliment, and with eyes full of the ſofteſt lan- 

iſhment turned upon me, ſaid, ſhe would have been 
unworthy of Mr. Random's attention, had ſhe been 
blind to his extraordinary merit. made no o- 
ther anſwer than a low bow. My father ſighing, pro- 
nounced, * Such once was my Charlotte!” while the 
tear ruſhed into his eye, and the tender heart of Nar- 
ciſſa manifeſted itſelf in two precious drops of ſympa- 


thy, 38 but for his prefence, I would have kiſſed 


away. 
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away. Without repeating the particulars of our con- 
verſation, T fhall only obſerve, that Don Rodriguez. 
was as much charmed with her good-ſenſe,, as with 


her appearance; and ſhe was no leſs pleaſed with 
his underſtanding and polite addreſs. It was. 


determined, that he ſhould write to the Squire ſigni- 


fying his approbation of my paſſion for his ſiſter, and 
offering a ſettlement which he ſhould have no reaſon 
to reject; and that, if he ſhould refuſe the propoſal, 


we would crown our mutual wiſhes without any. 
farther "OR". to his wall 


CHAP. LXVIIL . 


My father ear 4 preſent to Nereihe ele 


| Jeter i is diſpatchel 10 ber bretber I appear 
' among my acquaintance——Banter's behaviour 
the Squire refuſes bis conſent -my uncle 


comes to town approves of my choice. 
am married. tue meet the Squire and his 
| . at the Hey- out acquaintance is courted. 


FTER having ſoent the evening to the 18 
faction of all preſent, my father addreſſed 
rele thus to Narciſſa, Madam give me leave to 
« conſider you hereafter as my daughter, in which 
capacity I inſiſt upon your accepting this firſt in- 
« ſtance of my paternal duty and affeQion.” With 
their words, he put into her hand a bank-note for 
oo. which ſhe no "Toner examined, than with 
a low curteſy ſhe replyed, Dear Sir, tho' I have not 


8 Lede al occalion for this ſupply, I have too great 
2 a vene- 


2 
* 
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© a veneration for you, to refuſe this proof of your 

< generoſity and eſteem, which I the more freely re- 
© ceive, becauſe J already look upon Mr. Random 8 
© intereſt as inſeparably connected with mine.“ He 
was extremely well pleaſed at her frank andi ingenuous 
reply, upon which we ſaluted, and wiſhed her good 
night. The letter, at my requeſt, was diſ- 
patched to Suſſex by an expreſs, and in the mean 
time, Don Rodriguez, to grace my -nuptials, hired 
a ready-furniſhed houſe, wy ſet} op, a "OR ne 
P. | 

Though I paſſed the 18258 part c of the tay" wh 
the darling of my ſoul, I found leiſure ſometimes 
to be among my former acquaintance, who were 
aſtoniſhed at the  magnificence. of my appearance: 
Banter in particular was confounded at the ſtrange 
viciſſitudes of my fortune, the cauſes of which he 
endeavoured in vain to diſcover, until I thought 
fit to diſcloſe the whole ſecret of my laſt voyage, 
partly in conſideration of our former intimacy, and 
partly to prevent unfavourable conjectures which he 
and others, in all probability, would have made in 


regard to my circumſtances. He profeſſed great 


ſatisfaction at this piece of news, and I had no cauſe 


to believe him inſincere, when I conſidered that he 


would now look upon himſelf as acquitted of the 
debt he owed me, and at the ſame time flatter himſelf 
with hopes of borrowing more. I carried him 
home to dinner wirh me, and my father liked his 
converſation ſo much, that upon hearing his difficul- 
ties, he deſired me to accommodate him for the pre- 
ſent, and enquire if he would accept of a commiſſion 
in the army, towards the purchaſe of which he 
would willingly lend him money. Accordingly, I 
cave my friend an opportunity of being alone with 
| me, 
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me, when, as I, expected, he told me, that he was 
juſt on the point of being reconciled to an old rich 
uncle, whoſe heir he was, but wanted a few pieces 
for immediate expence, which he deſired I would 
lend him, and take his bond for the whole. His de- 
mand was limited to ten guineas; and when I put 
twenty into his hand, he ſtared at me for ſome mo- 
ments, then putting it into his purſe, ſaid, « Ay, 
© *tis all one, - you'll have the whole in a very 
© ſhort time.” When ] had taken his note, to ſave 
the expence of a bond, I expreſſed ſome ſurprize 
that a fellow of his ſpirit: ſhould loiter away his time 
in idſeneſs, and aſked why he did not chooſe to make 
his fortune in the army. — What! (ſaid he) 
6 throw away money upon a ſubaltern 's commiſſion, 
to be under the command of a parcel of ſcoun- 
* drels who have raiſed themſelves above me by the 
moſt. infamous practices! no, 1 love independency 
too well to ſacrifice my life, health and pleaſure 
for ſuch a pitiful c conſideration.” - Finding him 
averſe to this way of life, I changed the ſubject, 
and returned to Don Rodriguez, who had juſt receiv- 
ed the following epiſtle from the Squire. 


81 R, 


Oncerning Aa letter which 1 received, 1 
{crib'd R. Random, this is the anſwer. 
As for you, I know nothing of you. Your 
ſon, or pretended ſon, I have ſeen; if he 
marries my ſiſter, at his peril be it; I do declare, 
that he ſhall not have one farthing of her fortune, 
which becomes my property, if ſhe takes a huſband 
6 without my conſent. Your ſettlement, I do 
believe, is all a ſham, and yourſelf no better than 
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you ſhould be; but if you had all the wealth of the 
Indies, your ſon ſhall never match in our family, 
© with the ON of 


Orſon a Topehall 


My father was not much joke at this polite 
Jetter after having heard the charaQer of the author: 
and as for me, I Was even pleaſed at his refuſal, 
becauſe I now had an opportunity of ſhewing my 
difintereſted love. By his permiſſion I waited on my 
charmer; and having imparted the contents of her 
brother's letter, at which ſhe wept bitterly, in ſpite 
of all my conſolation and carefſes, the time of our | 
mirriage Was fixed at the diſtatice' of f ty o days. 
Puri! ng. this interval, in Which my foul was nd: 
up to the laft ſtretch of rapturous expectation, Nar- 
cifſa endeavoured to reconcile ſome of her relations i in 
town to her marriage With me; but finding them all 
deaf to her remohſtrarices, either out .oFenyy or pre- 
judice; ſhe told me with the moſt enchanting ſweet- 
neſs, while the tears bedewed her lovely cheeks, 
© Sure the world will no longer queſtion your gene- 
0 roſity, when you take a poor forlorn beggar to your 
arms.“ Aﬀected with her ſorrow, I preſſed the 
fair mourner to my breaft, and ſwore that ſhe was 
more deat and welcome on that account, becauſe the 
had ſactificed her friends and fortune to her love for 
me. My uncle, for whoſe character ſhe had 2 
great yeneration, being by this time come to town, 
1 introduced him to my bride; and although he was 
not very much ſubject to refined ſenſations, he Was 
ſtruck dumb with Admiration at her beauty. After 
having kiffed and gazed at her for ſome time, he turn- 
ed to me, ſaying, Odds bobs, Rory! here's a 
© notable prize indeed, finely built and gloriquſly 7 
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ged. J faith ! if ſhe: an't well manngd when you 
« have the command of her, firrah, you deſerve to 
go to ſea in a _cockle-ſhell. ——No offence, I hope, 
* niece 3, you muſt not mind what I ſay, being (as 
+ the ſaying is) a plain ſeafaring man, thof mayhap' 
I have as much regard for you as another. She re- 
ceived him with great civility,:told him, ſhe. had long- 
ed a great while to ſee a perſon to whom ſhe was ſo 
much indebted for his generoſity to Mr. Random, that 
ſhe looked upon him as her uncle, by which name 
ſhe begged leave to call him for the future, and that 
the was very ſure he could - ſay nothing that would 


give her the leaſt offence. The honeſt captain was 
_ tranſported at her courteous behaviour, and infiſted 
upon giving her away at the ceremony, {wearing 
that he loved her as well as if ſhe was his own child, 
and that he would give two thouſand guineas to the 
firſt fruit of our love, as ſoon as it could ſqueak; —— 
Every thing being prepared for the ſolemnization of 


our nuptials, which were to be performed privately 
at my. father's houſe, the auſpicious hour arrived, 
when Don Rodriguez and my uncle went in the coach 
to fetch the bride and Miſs Williams ; leaving me 


with a parſon, Banter and Strap, neither of whom 


had as yet ſeen my charming miſtrets. — 


faithful valet, who was on the rack of impatience 
to behold a lady of whom he had heard ſo much, no 


ſooner underſtood that the coach was returned, than 


he placed himfelf at a window to have a peep at her 
as the alighted ; and when he faw her, he clapped 
his hands together, turned up the white of his eyes, 
-and with his mouth wide Wege remained in a ſort of 
extaſy, which broke out into, O Dea certe 
gualis in Burotæ ripis, aut per juga Cynthi exercet 
Viana choros ! The doctor and Banter were 


24 "PER ſurprized 
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© ſurprized to hear my man ſpeak Latin. but when my 
father led Narciſla into the room, the object of their 
admiration was ſoon changed, as appeared in the 
eountenances of both. Indeed they muſt have 
been the moſt inſenſible of all beings, could they have 
beheld without emotion the divine creature that ap- 
proached! She was dreſſed in a ſack of white 
ſattin, embroidered on the breaſt with gold; the 
crown of her head was covered with a ſmall French 
cap, from whence deſcended her beautiful hair in 
ringlets, that waved upon her ſnowy neck, which 
dignified the necklace I had given her; her looks 
glowed with modeſty and love; and her boſom, thro? 
the veil of gauze that ſhaded it, afforded a proſpe& 
of Elyzium !———1I received this ineſtimable gift 
of providence as became me; and in a little time the 
clergyman did his office, my uncle, at his own ear- 
neſt requeſt, acting the part of a father to my dear 
Narciſſa, who trembled very much, and had ſcarce 
Ppirits ſufficient to ſupport her under this great change 
of ſituation. Soon as ſhe was mine by the laws 
of heaven and earth, I printed a burning kiſs upon 
her lips, my father embraced her tenderly, my uncle 
hugged her with great affection, and J preſented her 
to my friend Banter, who ſaluted her in a very polite 
manner; Miſs Williams hung round her neck, and 
wept plentifully; while Strap fell upon his knees, 
and begged to kiſs his lady's hand, which ſhe preſented. 
with great affability.— 1 ſhall not pretend to deſcribe 
my own feelings at this juncture; let it ſuffice to 
ſay, that after having ſupped and entertained ourſelves 
'till ten a- clock, I cautioned my Narciſſa againſt ex- 
poſing her health by ſitting up too late, and ſhe was 
prevailed upon to withdraw with her maid to an apart- 
ment deftined for us. When ſhe left the room, her 

Fx | | face. 
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face was overſpread with a bluſh that ſet all my blood 
in a ſtate of fermentation, and made every pulſe beat 
with tenfold vigour! She was fo cruel as to let me re- 
main in this condition a full half hour; when, no 
longer able to reſtrain my impatience, I broke from the 
company, burſt into her chamber, puſhed out her 
confident, locked the door, and found her————— 
O heaven and earth! a feaſt, a thouſand. times more 
delicious than my moſt ſanguine hope preſaged !—— 
But let me not profane the chaſte myſteries of hymen 
Il was the happieſt of Men. | 
In che morning I was awaked by three or four 
drums, which Banter had placed under the window ; 
upon which I withdrew the curtain, and enjoyed the 
unſpeakable ſatisfaction of contemplating thoſe ange- 
lic charms, which were now in my poſſeſſion! Beauty! 
which whether ſleeping or awake ſhot forth peculiar 
graces! The light darting upon my Narciſſa's 
eyes, ſhe awoke alſo, and recollecting her ſituation, 
hid her bluſhes in my boſom. ——1I was diſtracted 
with joy ! I could not believe the evidence of my 
ſenſes, and looked upon all that had happened, asthe 
fictions of a dream! In the mean time my uncle 
knocked at the door, and bid me turn out, for I had 
had 'a long ſpell. I got up accordingly, and ſent 
Miſs Williams to her miſtreſs, myſelf receiving the 
congratulations of captain Bowling, who rallied me 
in his ſea phraſe, with great ſuccels.——Ia leſs than 
an hour, Don Rogriguez led my wife in to breakfaſt, 
where ſhe received the compliments of the company 
on her looks, which, they ſaid, if poſſible, were im- 
proved by matrimony.——As her delicate ears were 
_ offended with none of thoſe indecent ambiguities, 
Which are too often ſpoke on ſuch occaſions, ſhe be- 
| haved with dignity, unaffected modeſty, and eaſe ; 
and as 2 teſtimony of my affection and eſteem, I pre- 
ſented 
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vated her, in preſence of hem all; with a deed, by 


which I ſettled the whole fortune I was poſſeſfed of, 
on her and her heirs for ever. — She accepted it 
with a glance of moſt tender acknowledgement, ob- 
ſerved, that ſhe could not be ſurprized at any thing of 
this kind I ſhould do; and deſired my father to take 
the trouble of keeping it, ſaying, Next to my own 
Mr. Random, you are the perſon in whom I ought 
© to have the greateſt confidence.” Charmed with 
her prudent and ingenuous manner of proceeding, he 
took the paper, and aſfured her that it ſhould not Ive 


1 value while in his cuſtody. 


As we had not many viſits to give and receive; thi 


Vide time we ſtayed in town was ſpent in going to 
publick diverſions, where I have the vanity to think 


Narciſſa ſeldom was eclipſed. —— One night in parti- 
cular, we had ſent our footman to keep one of the 


| ſtage· boxes, which we no ſooner entered, than we 
perceived in the oppoſite box the Squire and his lady, 
who ſeemed not a little furprized at ſeeing us. I was 
Pleaſed at this opportunity of confronting them; the 


more, | becauſe Melinda was robbed of all her admir- 


ers by my wite, who happened that night to. outſhine 
her ſiſter both in beauty and dreſs. —She was piqued 
at Narciſſa's victory, toſſed her head a thouſand dif- 
ferent ways, flirted her fan, looked at us with diſdain, 


then whiſpered to her huſband, and broke out into an 
affected giggle; but all her arts proved ineffectual, 
either to diſcompoſe Mrs. Random, or to conceal her 


own mortification, which at length forced her away 


long before the play was done.—— The news of our 
marriage being ſpread, with many circumſtances to 


our diſadvantage, by the induſtry of this malignant 
creature, a certain ſet of perſons fond of ſcandal, be- 
gan to. enquire into _ particulars of my fortune, 


which 
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which they no ſooner underſtood to be independent, 


than the tables were turned, and our acquaintance was 


courted as much as it had been deſpiſed before: But 
Narciſſa had too much dignity of pride, to encourage 
this change of conduct, eſpecially in her relations, 
whom ſhe could never be prevailed upon to ſee, aftet 
the malicious n __ had ROOT mp preface. 
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25 father intents to reviſit he place of bi ha 
we propoſe to accompany' him my uncle 
renews his will i in my favour, determining ro 4 
to ſea again——we ſet out for Scotland 
rive at E dinburgh—purchaſe our paternal ate 
broceed to it——halt at the town where I 
muas educated tale up my bond to Crab 
the behaviour of Potion and his wife, and one of 
my female couſins our reception at the eſtate 
trap marries 2 fs Williams, and is fettled 
by my father to his own ſatisfation——T an 
more and mare happye EP 


"LY father intending to. reviſit his native coun- 
try, and pay the tribute of a few tears at my 
mother's grave, Nareiſſa and I reſolved to accompany 
him in the execution of this pious office, and accord- 
ingly prepared for the journey; in which, however, 
my uncle would not engage, being reſolved to try his 


fortune once more at ſea, In the mean time, he re- 


newed: 
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newed his will in fayour of my wife and me, and de- 
poſited it in the hands of his brother-in-law : While 
I (that I might not be wanting to my own Intereſt) 


ſummoned the Squire to produce his father's will at 


Doctor's Commons, and employed a Proctor to ma- 
nage the affair in my abſence. 

- Every thing being thus ſettled, we a took lam of all 
our friends in London, and ſet out for Scotland, Don 


Rodriguez, Narciſſa, Miſs Williams, and I in the 


coach, and Strap with two men in hvery on horſe- 
back: As we made eaſy ſtages, my-charmer, held it 
out very well, till we arrived at Edinburgh, where 
we propoſed to reſt outſelyes ſome weeks. People of 
our figure could not fail of attracting the notice of 
ſuch a ſmall place, where, as ſoon as our family was 


known, we were loaded with careſſes, and Narciſſa 


was ſo much pleaſed with the civilities ſhe received, 


that ſhe proteſted ſhe would never defire to live i in 


any other part of the world. 


Here Don Rodriguez having intelligence that his 


nephew the fox-hunter had Tpent his eſtate, which 
was to be expoſed to ſale by public auction, he deter- 
mined to make a purchaſe of the ſpot where he was 
born, and actually bought the whole of his father's 


lands. 


In a few days after the SLIP was made, we left 
Edinburgh, in order to go and take poſſeſſion ; and 
by the way, halted one night in the town where 1 
was educated. Upon enquiry, I found that Mr. 
Crab was dead ; whereupon I ſent for his executor, 
paid the ſum I owed, with intereft, and took up my 
bond. Mr. Potion and his wife bearing of our arri- 


val, had the aſſurance to come to the inn where we 


lodged, and ſend up their names, with a defire of 


being permitted to pay their ns to my father and 


me; 


D nn K a” 
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© are you, madam?” 
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me: But their ſordid behaviour towards me, when 1 


was an orphan, had made too deep an impreſſion on 
my mind to be effaced by this mean mercenary piece 
of condeſcenſion; I therefore rejected their meſſage 
with difdain, and bid Strap tell them, that my father 
and I defired' to have no communication with ſuch 
n On wretches as they were. | 
They had not been gone half an hour, when a wo- 
man without any ceremony, opened the door of the 
room where we ſat, and making towards my father, 
accoſted him with, Uncle, your ſervant I am glad 
* to fee you. This was no other than one of my 
female 'couſins mentioned in the firſt part of. my me- 
moirs, to whom Don Rodriguez replied, © Pray who 
O]! (cried ſhe) my couſin 
© Rory there, knows me very well——Don't you re- 
© member me Rory 7 Yes, madam, (ſaid I) for 
© my own part, I ſhall' never forget you. Sir, this 


eis one of the young ladies, who (as I have formerly 
told you) treated me ſo humanely in my childhood!” 
When I pronounced theſe words, my father's reſent- 


ment glowed in his viſage, and he ordered her to be 
gone, with ſuch a commanding! aſpect, that ſhe re- 
tired in a fright, muttering curſes as ſhe went dewn 
ſtairs: We afterwards learned that ſhe was married to 
an enſign, who had already ſpent all her fortune; and 

that her ſiſter had bore a child to her mother's foot- 
man, who is now her Buſband, and 1 a petty ale· 


houſe i in the country. 


The fame of our fickeithiingt Nandi having ar- 
rived at this place before us, we got notice that the 
magiſtrates intended next day to compliment us with 
the freedom of their town; upon which my father 
conſidering their complaiſance in the right point of 


en ordered the horſes to the coach early in the 


morning 
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350 De Adventures ef 
morning, wheh we proceeded to our eſtate, which lay | 


: ou. a dozen nyles from this place. 


When we came within half a league of the houſe, 
we were met by a prodigious number of poor tenants; 
men, women and children, who teſtified their j joy by 
loud acclamations, and accompanied our coach to the 


gate. — As there is no part of the world, in which 


the peaſants are more attached to their Lords, than in 
Scotland, we were almoſt devoured by their affection, 
in getting out of the coach: My father had always 
been their favourite, and now that he appeared their 
maſter, after being thought dead ſo long, their joy 
broke out into a thouſand extravagancies: When we 
got into the court yard, we were ſurrounded by a vaſt 
number, who crowded together ſo cloſely to ſee us, 
that ſeveral were in danger of being ſqueezed to 
death; thoſe who were near Don Rodriguez fell upon 
their knees, and kiſſed his hand, or the hem of his 
garment, praying aloud for long life and proſperity to. 
him; others approached Narciſſa and me in the ſame 
manner: while the reſt clapped their hands at a diſ- 
tance, and invoked heaven to ſhower its choiceſt 
bleſſings on our heads In ſhort the whole 
ſcene, though tude, was ſo affecting, that the gentle 
partner of my heart wept over it, and my father him - 
ſelf: could not refram from dropping a tear. 
Having welcomed his daughter and me to his ach, 
he ordered ſome bullocks to be killed, and ſome hog- 
ſheads of ale to be brought from the neighbouring 
village, to regale thoſe honeſt, people, who had not 
enjoyed ſuch a holyday for many years before. 
Next day we were viſited by the ane e in the 
neighbourhood, moſt of them our relations, one of 
whom brought along with him my couſin the fox- 
fande, e had — at his houſe, ſince he was ob- 
9 ; hs 2 
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liged to leave his own: My father was generous» 
enough to receive him kindly, and even promiſed to 
purchaſe for him a commiſſion i in the army, at which, 
he expreſſed great thankfulneſs and joy. 115 
My charming Narciſſa was univerſally en nh 
loved for her beauty, affability and good ſenſe; and 
ſo well pleaſed with the ſituation of the place, and the 
company around, that ſhe has not as yet diſcovered 
the leaſt deſire of changing her habitation,....., ..: -....:1_ 

We had not been many days ſettled, when 1 pres 
vailed upon my father to pay a viſit to the village 
where! had been at ſchool. Here we were received ; 
by the principal inhabitants, who entertained us in. 
the church, where Mr. Syntax the ſchoolmaſter, (my 


tyrant being dead) pronounced a Latin ſpeech in ho- 


nour of our family: And none exerted themſelves. 
more than Strap's father and relations, who looked. 
upon the honeſt valet as the firſt gentleman of their 
race, and honoured his benefaQors accordingly.——. 
Having received the homage of this place we retired, 
leaving forty pounds for the benefit of the poor of 
the pariſh ; and that very night, Strap being a little, 
elevated with the-regard that had been ſhewn to him, 
and to me on his account, ventured to tell me, that; 
he had a ſneaking kindneſs for Miſs Williams, and 
that if his lady and I would uſe our intereſt in his: 
behalf, he did not doubt that ſhe would liſten to his 
addreſſes. Surprized at this propoſal, I aſked if he 
knew the ſtory of that unfortunate young gentlewo= 
man: Upon which, he replied, © Yes, yes, I know 
* what you mean——hſhe has been unhappy, I grant 

* you——but what of that? I am convinced of her 
* reformation ; or elſe you and my good lady would 
not treat her with ſuch reſpe&.——As for the cen- 
6 ſure of the world, I value it not a fig's end, beſides . 
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© the world knows nothing of the matter.” I com- 
mended his philoſophy, and intereſted Narciſſa in his 
cauſe; who interceded ſo effectually, that in a little 
time, Miſs Williams, yielded her conſent, and they 
were married with the approbation of Don Rodriguez, 
who gave him five hundred pounds to ſtock a farm, 
and made him overſeer of his eſtate. My generous 
bed- fellow gave her maid the ſame ſum.; ſo that they 
live in great peace and plenty within half a mile of 
us, and daily put up prayers for our preſervation. | 

If there be ſuch a thing as true happineſs on earth, 
Tenjoy it. The impetuous tranſports of my paſſion 
are now ſettled and mellowed into endearin 8 fondneſs 
and tranquillity of love, rooted by that intimate con- 
nexion and interchange of hearts, which nought but 
virtuous wedlock can produce. — Fortune ſeems de- 
termined to make ample amends for her former cru- 
elty; for my proctor Wiftes, that notwithſtanding the 
clauſe in my father-in-law*s will, on which the Squire 
founds his claim, I ſhall certainly recover my wife's 
fortune in conſequence of a codicil annexed, which 

explains that clauſe, and limits her reſtriction to the 
age of nineteen, after which ſhe was at her own diſ- 
poſal. I would have ſet out for London immedi- 
ately after receiving this piece of intelligence, but 
my dear angel has been qualmiſh of late, and begins 
to grow remarkably round in the waiſt; fo that I can- 
not leave her in ſuch an intereſting ſituation, which 
1 hope wil Froduce ſomething t to Crown 0 felicity. 


